
Vol. 82, No. 13 March 27 — April 2, 2014 Prince George’s County, Maryland Newspaper of Record Phone: 301-627-0900 25 cents 

A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER FOR PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY Since 1932

The Prince George’s Post

Legalization Bill Would
Wipe Slate Clean for Some
Past Offenders
One segment of Raskin’s legalization bill
delves into an area left untouched by the
laws in those states, where legalization
has created a paradoxical scenario for
people dealing with the consequences of
having once been convicted of an offense
that is no longer against the law.
Community, Page A3

Concerns Over Recent Changes
to Tricare

concern over a recent change to
TRICARE’s reimbursement policy,
excluding more than 100 different
Molecular Pathology Laboratory
(MoPath) tests and other Laboratory
Developed Tests (LDTs) with no
notice to beneficiaries or to health
care providers.
Commentary, Page A4

Legislative Proposal Could
Give the Wealthy a Break
From Estate Taxes

Organizations such as Citizens for
Tax Justice and the Maryland Center
on Economic Tax Policy came to tes-
tify against the legislation. Many wit-
nesses argued that giving tax breaks to
the state’s wealthiest would take away
valuable funds from the state budget.
Business, Page A5

Movie Review: “Neighbors”
Seth Rogen, Zac Efron and Rose

Byrne lead the cast of "Neighbors," a
comedy about a young couple with a
newborn baby forced to move into a
new neighborhood and face unexpected
difficulties following the establishment
of a fraternity house in the adjacent res-
idence. An intensive conflict between
the two parties ensues.

Out on the Town, Page A6

Earth Talk
Dear EarthTalk:

If “cap and trade” has worked so
well in Europe for reducing green-
house gas emissions there, why
haven’t we tried something similar
here in the U.S.?

— Sandra M.,
Bern, NC

Features, Page A7

INSIDE

ANNAPOLIS – The commission ex-
amining hydraulic fracturing, or fracking,
in Maryland has about five months left in
its study to determine if — and how —
the natural gas extraction practice can be
done safely in the state.

But some commission members said
they are not sure the commission will be
able to adequately finish the report by the
August 1 deadline.

“There’s a lot more work for us to
complete,” said Del. Heather Mizeur, D-
Takoma Park, a member of the commis-
sion and candidate for governor.

The commission, called the Marcellus
Shale Safe Drilling Initiative Advisory
Commission, was created by Gov. Martin
O’Malley in 2011 to help lawmakers and
regulators determine how extracting gas
from the Marcellus gas basin in Western
Maryland could be safely done.

The commission is working with the
Maryland Department of the Environment
and the Department of Natural Resources,
and has met 26 times since 2011.

The governor is optimistic that the
commission will finish the report but if the
deadline slips, a few more additional

Some Fracking Commissioners
Think Report Won’t Be 
Ready By Deadline

ANNAPOLIS – Marylanders —
lawmakers included — take their
crabs very seriously, which
prompted a legislative proposal that
would let residents know when their
“Maryland style” crabcakes aren’t
the real deal.

Some members of the seafood
and restaurant industries fear that
legislation introduced in the state
House of Delegates proposing
tighter regulations on seafood label-
ing could be impractical and costly
for Maryland restaurants.

Currently, the Maryland Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act as well as
guidelines set in place by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration pro-
hibit mislabeling of seafood products.
But, in an effort to inform consumers
about what they’re eating and where
it’s coming from, legislation has been
introduced in the House Environmen-
tal Matters Committee to propose
even tighter regulations on the label-
ing of seafood products, such as the
requirement that restaurants clearly
display state of origin for all seafood
and state or country of origin for crab
products on a sign or menu.

The bill, however, has met many
opponents throughout the seafood
and restaurant industry, most of

whom cite the potential costs and
inconveniences the regulations could
impose on restaurants.

Andrew Parks, owner of Annapolis
seafood restaurant Sam’s on the Wa-
terfront, said he has “no doubt” that
there are restaurant owners who are
not totally honest about how their
food is sourced or where it was com-
ing from, but said the proposed legis-
lation might not be realistic.

“I’m sure people serve farmed fish
and say it’s wild and vice versa, I
think that’s just an ethical issue —
they shouldn’t be doing it but I don’t
know that our time is [best] spent try-
ing to regulate that,” he said. “What
do you do about the people who are
serving blended cod or processed
food? The fish could come from 10
different places.”

The biggest issue in Maryland sur-
rounds one of the state’s icons: the
blue crab.

Because Maryland crab is seasonal
— and therefore not always available
— restaurants often label a crab-
cake as “Maryland style,” though
they’re using meat from other states
or countries.

Although the Department of Nat-
ural Resources has not taken a stance
on the legislation, Steve Vilnit, direc-
tor of fisheries for the department,

Law Enforcement Argues Against
Marijuana Decriminalization, Legalization

COLLEGE PARK — Maryland’s
top Democratic gubernatorial candi-
dates would all continue state efforts to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions that
scientists say are contributing to climate
change and rising sea levels globally
and in the Chesapeake Bay.

In interviews with Capital News Serv-
ice and prepared statements, the candi-
dates said that if elected, they would
make it a priority to incentivize the use
of alternative energy sources in the state.

Maryland is projected to miss the
target for greenhouse gas emissions re-

duction that were established in 2009’s
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act. That
target requires a 25 percent reduction
from 2006 levels by 2020. Without new
legislation to increase the use of alter-
native energy sources, the state is pro-
jected to achieve a 16 percent reduction
from 2006 levels by 2020.

With 7,700 miles of coastline,
Maryland is particularly vulnerable to
rising sea levels. The Chesapeake Bay
is rising at two to three times the rate
of worldwide sea levels. It rose more
than a foot over the past 100 years and
is expected to rise 2 to 5 feet within
this century.

A sixth of the state’s population
— an estimated 900,000 people —

live in neighborhoods likely to be af-
fected by rising sea levels over the
next 50 years, according to a CNS
analysis of census and U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey data.

Here are what the three leading
Democratic candidates — Lt. Gov. An-
thony Brown, Attorney General Doug
Gansler and Delegate Heather Mizeur,
D-Montgomery — told Capital News
Service about their plans to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

Lt. Gov. Anthony Brown
For a coastal state such as Maryland,

fighting climate change is a top priority,

Democratic Gubernatorial Candidates
Push for Emissions Reductions

Seafood Labeling Legislation
Could Pose Problems for
Maryland Restaurants

ANNAPOLIS – Dozens of uniformed
law enforcement officials from around
Maryland showed up at the state capital on
Thursday to push back against advancing
efforts by some legislators to loosen the
state’s marijuana laws.

“We as legislators, we as law enforce-
ment officers, we have a duty and a respon-
sibility to protect our children,” Wicomico
County Sheriff Mike Lewis said at a hear-
ing before the House Judiciary Committee.

Lewis and other opponents also voiced
concerns about the dangers surrounding
marijuana earlier in the day during a press
conference, which at one point erupted into
an angry debate between one speaker, sub-
stance abuse consultant Mike Gimbel, and
a handful of marijuana reform supporters
who were gathered outside the committee
room where the hearing was held.

The debate inside the packed committee
room became equally tense at times as law-
makers weighed measures that would ei-
ther decriminalize small amounts of mari-
juana or legalize it outright for people 21
and older.

A bill sponsored by a gubernatorial can-
didate, Delegate Heather Mizeur, D-Mont-
gomery, would reduce the use or possession
of up to one ounce of marijuana from a crim-
inal offense to a civil one punishable by a
fine of up to $100.

A similar decriminalization bill spon-
sored by Sen. Robert Zirkin, D-Baltimore
County, is set to receive a vote in the Senate
on Friday.

Mizeur, who has expressed support for
full legalization, spoke earlier in the day at

Obama Takes Action To Protect Americans From
Predatory, Poor-Performing Career Colleges
New ‘Gainful Employment’ Proposal Targets Training Programs That
Saddle Students With Debt But Provide Few Opportunities For Success

The Obama Administration announced
new steps to address growing concerns
about burdensome student loan debt by
requiring career colleges to do a better
job of preparing students for gainful em-
ployment – or risk losing access to tax-
payer-funded federal student aid.

The proposed regulations released
by the U.S. Department of Education
will help to strengthen students’ options
for higher education by giving all career
training programs an opportunity to im-
prove, while stopping the flow of federal
funding to the lowest-performing ones
that fail to do so.

“Higher education should open up
doors of opportunity, but students in
these low-performing programs often
end up worse off than before they
enrolled: saddled by debt and with
few – if any – options for a career,”
said U.S. Education Secretary Arne
Duncan. “The proposed regulations
address growing concerns about un-
affordable levels of loan debt for stu-
dents enrolled in these programs by
targeting the lowest-performing
schools, while giving all programs
an opportunity to improve.”

Background on the need for action
and history of reform

Career training programs offer millions
of Americans an opportunity to further
their education so that they can pursue
their dreams of gaining a well-paying
job, owning a home, and providing for
their family. These values are the cor-
nerstone of the nation’s economy and
the gateway to the middle class.

By law, career training programs
can only receive taxpayer-funded fed-
eral student aid if they “prepare stu-

dents for gainful employment in a
recognized occupation.” Some of these
programs, whether public, private, or
for-profit, empower students to succeed
by providing high-quality education
and career training.  But many of
these programs, particularly those at
for-profit colleges, are failing to do

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY MEGAN BROCKETT
Wicomico County Sheriff Mike Lewis speaks out against at-
tempts to loosen Maryland’s marijuana laws before a House
committee hearing on Thursday. 

See COLLEGE, Page A6
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By SARAH TINCHER
Capital News Service

By LYLE KENDRICK
Capital News Service

By BRIAN COMPERE
Capital News Service

By MEGAN BROCKETT
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PRESS OFFICER
Office of the White House

See SEAFOOD Page A5
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OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO BY PETE SOUZA
President Barack Obama takes a question while talking with students from
the 52nd annual U.S. Senate Youth Program in the East Room of the White
House, March 13, 2014.
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Neighborhood EventsIn and Around Morningside-Skyline
by Mary McHale 301 735 3451

Brandywine-Aquasco
by Ruth Turner 301 888 2153

Legislation will Combat over
100 Overdoses that Occur in
US Every Day

Washington, DC - Con-
gresswoman Donna F. Ed-
wards (MD-4) reintroduced
the Stop Overdose Stat
(S.O.S.) Act today with 18
Members to support commu-
nity-based efforts to prevent
fatal drug overdoses. The leg-
islation establishes a federal
plan to combat what the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) declares a
public health epidemic.

“The S.O.S Act is a critical
first step to establish a compre-
hensive approach in the fight
against a health crisis that is go-
ing largely unnoticed in our
country,” said Congresswoman
Edwards. “We lose more than
30,000 Americans every year to
drug overdoses, yet we know
that programs and treatments
are proven to substantially re-
duce the number of tragedies. It
is time the federal government
took action on a nationwide
scale to promote and coordinate
the treatments recommended by
the medical community. I am
pleased that 18 of my colleagues
joined me in this effort, and I
look forward to working with
everyone in Congress to im-
prove our woefully inadequate
response to drug overdoses.”

"Local health officials and
frontline workers engaged in
overdose prevention are saving
lives every day using straight-
forward, low-cost interventions.
With federal support, we could
be saving many more lives and
spare countless families from
enduring the heart-wrenching
loss of a loved one,” said Grant
Smith, policy manager for the
Drug Policy Alliance. “The loss
of actor Philip Seymour Hoff-
man has helped to bring this
public health crisis into focus
and now is the time for lawmak-
ers to expand access to naloxone
and public education activities
that could dramatically reduce
overdose fatalities nationwide.”

Since 2000, unintentional fa-
tal overdoses have jumped more
than 150 percent nationwide,
claiming more than 30,000 lives
in 2010 (the latest year data is
available). More than 100 fatal
overdoses occur in the U.S.
every day, and now people aged
25 to 64 are more likely to die
as a result of a drug overdose
than from injuries sustained in
motor vehicle traffic crashes.
While overdoses from illegal
drugs persist as a major public
health problem, fatal overdoses
from prescribed opioid pain
medications such as oxycodone
account for more than 40 per-
cent of all overdose deaths.

The S.O.S. Act would pro-
vide federal support for over-
dose prevention programs run
by community agencies and
municipal, state and tribal gov-
ernments. Overdose prevention
programs train people who may
witness an overdose, such as a
person who knows a family
member or loved one who mis-
uses drugs, on how to recognize
the signs of an overdose, seek
emergency medical help, and
administer naloxone and other
first aid. Naloxone is a medica-
tion that quickly reverses an
overdose from heroin and opi-
oid pain medications. The use
of naloxone as an overdose re-
versal medication has recently
been profiled in USA Today,
The Washington Post, CNN
and other media outlets.

Despite recognition among
federal lawmakers and health

authorities that overdose pre-
vention programs are highly ef-
fective at saving lives at low-
cost to taxpayers, few federal
dollars are dedicated to support-
ing these critical programs. A
study funded by the CDC and
released last year found that ex-
panding access to naloxone and
overdose prevention activities
are effective at reducing deaths
from opioid overdoses. A CDC
report issued in 2012 credits
overdose prevention programs
with saving more than 10,000
lives since 1996.

Prince George’s County
Requests Applications 
for Transit-Oriented
Development around
College Park-University 
of Maryland Metro

Upper Marlboro, MD –
Prince George’s County today
announced a Request for Ap-
plications (RFA) from the de-
velopment community for an
8.4 acre site across from the
College Park – University of
Maryland Metro station.
Parcels of the land are owned
by the Castle Family and Prince
George’s County. Another
small parcel of the land is
owned by the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA). To access the ap-
plication, please click here.

This joint public-private so-
licitation follows efforts to in-
crease transit-oriented develop-
ment in Prince George’s County,
which includes development
around the new Regional Med-
ical Center to be located at the
Largo Town Center Metro site;
the State of Maryland’s Depart-
ment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development anchored proj-
ect at the New Carrollton Metro;
the University Town Center de-
velopment at Prince George’s
Plaza Metro; and an aggressive
courting of the FBI Headquarters
to locate at Greenbelt
Metro.“Since taking office, my
administration, working in con-
cert with the County Council,
has made transit-oriented devel-
opment around our underutilized
Metro stations an economic de-
velopment priority,” says Prince
George’s County Executive
Rushern L. Baker, III. “I want to
thank County Council Member
Eric Olson, WMATA, and the
Castle Family for their collabo-
ration in creating a thriving tran-
sit-oriented community at the
College Park Metro. It is a great
opportunity for attracting new
residents and businesses to 
live, work, and play in a vibrant
hub of activity. Home to the Uni-
versity of Maryland, M Square,
and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
(NOAA) College Park is a rich
and diverse community. This de-
velopment and its proximity to
these major stakeholders will add
to the progress and promise
within the Route One corridor of
the County.”

The College Park - Univer-
sity of Maryland Metro site,

which sits between the Univer-
sity of Maryland and the univer-
sity’s M Square Research Park,
is positioned to accommodate a
mixed-use community of hous-
ing, retail amenities and employ-
ment. Public transit is accessible
at the site, which is across the
road from the College Park
Green Line Metro station and a
future Purple Line light rail stop.
In addition, the Beltway is a 5-
minute drive away. The world’s
oldest continuously operating
airport – the College Park Air-
port is within view for future
residents. There are also two bi-
cycle/pedestrian trails that join
the regional trail system and run
adjacent to the site – the North-
east Branch trail, which is soon
connecting to the District of Co-
lumbia via the Bladensburg Wa-
terfront Park, and the Trolley
Trail, which runs along an old
trolley right-of-way between
Hyattsville and College Park.

District 3 Council Member
Eric Olson (D-College Park),
sees this as the right time and
place for transit- oriented devel-
opment. “Redeveloping surface
parking and one-story buildings
at a Metro station into a center
of housing, jobs and retail is
smart for the economy, smart for
the environment, and smart for
transportation. This is the right
time and an exciting site for new
transit- oriented development for
College Park, Prince George’s
County and the region.”Chuck
Castle, a member of the private
landowner Castle Family, says,
“We believe there will be strong
interest from the development
community for this site. It is only
steps from transit, jobs, and
recreational amenities. A suc-
cessful development will create
a thriving mixed-use environ-
ment at this prime site.”

Five Weeks Away From
April 15th Tax Deadline,
One-Millionth E-File 
Mark Reached

Annapolis, Md. (March 11,
2014) – With the tax filing dead-
line only five weeks away,
Comptroller Peter Franchot to-
day announced that his office has
already received more than one
million electronically-filed tax
returns. The one-millionth elec-
tronic return was submitted by a
Baltimore County tax filer.

The Comptroller urges
Marylanders to file electroni-
cally to ensure they get their re-
fund within days as opposed to
weeks, and more than a million
taxpayers have already taken
his advice.  So far, the Comp-
troller's Office has received
1,080,310 current year returns
electronically, with more than
$887 million in refund pay-
ments issued.

“Taxpayers who file elec-
tronically may schedule an
electronic payment for April 30
and not be considered late,”
said Comptroller Franchot. “I
encourage everyone who owes
money to take advantage of this
easy way to hold on to hard-
earned dollars longer.”

With the Comptroller’s in-
creased public outreach over the
years, the number of electronic
returns steadily has gone up.
Last year, the Comptroller’s Of-
fice processed more than 2.3 mil-
lion returns electronically, up
from the 2.2 million received the
previous tax year. 

For more information on
electronic filling or to file free of
charge, please go to the Comp-
troller’s website at www.mary-
landtaxes.com or call 1-800-
MD-TAXES (1-800-638-2937).

MARCH MADNESS
GOSPEL CONCERT

We invite you to join us Sat-
urday, March 29, 2014 4:00 PM
at New Hope Fellowship United
Methodist Church at Notting-
ham-Myers United Methodist
Church Campus. The address is
15601 Brooks Church Road
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
20772.  Rev. Daryl Williams is
the Senior Pastor.

March Madness Concert spe-
cial guest will be the Jubilee Ma-
jestics Concert Choir.  For more
information contact: Alice Wright
on 202 550-2972 or Carey Mont-
gomery on 240-381-5914.

FIGHTING BREAST
CANCER IN 2014

Join us for a discussion of
the exciting developments in
breast cancer prevention and
early detection, risk factors for
breast cancer and genetic test-
ing, advances in breast cancer
surgery held at the Colony
South Hotel in Clinton, Mary-
land on March 27, 2014. The
admission is free however you
must reserve your seat by call-
ing 1-866-724-2099.

AQUASCO FARM
Aquasco Farm is agricultural

property with managed bow hunt-
ing area in conjunction with the
Maryland Department of Natural
Resources. The farm is located at
16665 Aquasco Farm Road in
Aquasco, Maryland 20608.

CAMP SPRINGS SENIOR
ACTIVITY CENTER

The Center is serving seniors
60 and older offering a variety of
classes, day trips and drop in ac-
tivities. A nutritionally balanced
lunch is offered at the center daily.
Limited transportation to and from
the Center is provided. Please call
the Area Agency on Aging Office
at 301-265-8450 for information
and to make reservations.

CLYDE WATSON
BOATING AREA

Clyde Water Boating Area
special-use park area provides
boating access to the Patuxent
River. There is a standard boat
ramp with pier and fishing area.
A permit is required and use is
limited. The boating area is lo-
cated at 17901 Magruder’s Ferry
Road Baden, Maryland 20613.

OLD MARYLAND FARM
The Educational Farm lo-

cated at 301 Watkins Park
Drive, Upper Marlboro, Mary-
land 20774 is open Tuesdays-
Fridays, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM: Sat-
urdays, 9:00 AM-4:30PM:
Sundays, 11:30 AM-4:30 PM.
Come and view year-round live-
stock displays that include
ducks, goats, rabbits, and many
more. You can walk through the
interpretive gardens and stop by
the Gift Shop.

KIDS FUN FAIR & ZOO
Enjoy fun for the whole fam-

ily with games, food, animals,
and indoor comfort on April 5,
2014 to April 6, 2014 at 10:00
AM. The Venue is Show Place
Arena located at 14900 Penn-
sylvania Avenue Upper Marl-
boro, Maryland 20772. Satur-
day show times 10:00 AM- 7:00
PM and Sunday show times
10:00 AM-6:00 PM. Cost is $0-
$14, $10 in advance (Limited
Time Only), $14 at the door.
Children are free with a Free
Child Ticket in Hand. You can
buy your tickets online at:
www.kidsfunfair.com. 

Jean Glaubitz, First Lady of
Morningside, dies

Back in July 1941, Jean
Quapp was 16 and a clerk at the
five-and-dime in Lincoln, Ne-
braska, when she met a sailor
home on leave. He asked if she
would go out with him. She told
him her very proper, strict par-
ents would insist on meeting him
first. Two weeks later he saw
Jean again and asked if she
would write him. She said she
had to ask her parents first. 

Their correspondence began
that same month and continued
for a year and a half, until he
was able to get shore leave on
December 17, 1942. Six days
later Jean married Gerald August
Glaubitz at the American
Lutheran Church in Lincoln.

After Jerry’s discharge from
the Navy in December 1945,
they came to Washington and
Jerry went to work for the Naval
Research Lab where he was a
radar and missile guidance en-
gineer. In August 1947 they
moved to 507 Maple Road in
Morningside. (Jerry once told
me they paid $6,930 for the
house and got a $100 rebate.)

Jerry went on to be elected
Mayor of Morningside and even-
tually Maryland’s longest-serv-
ing mayor. He was an official of
county, state and Morningside
volunteer fire departments, VFW,
County Board of Trade and other
civic organizations.

Meanwhile, Jean was long-
time president of the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Morningside
VFD and the Morningside Sen-
ior Citizens. She held office or
volunteered with countless other
clubs and organizations, enjoyed
doing needlework and other
crafts, and baking for bingo at
the firehouse. And of course she
was busy raising her daughter
Carol and son Larry.

Jerry had been aboard the
San Francisco on December 7,
1991, and in time became the
national president of the Pearl
Harbor Survivors. On the 50th
anniversary of Pearl Harbor,
Jerry and Jean accompanied

President and Mrs. George
H.W. Bush to services aboard
the Arizona Memorial.

Jean and Jerry were charter
members of Bethany Lutheran
Church where they held many
offices and where they celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary.

Late the night of March 19, I
received word that Jean had
died. She had been failing some-
what but I didn’t expect that call.
I’ll write more about her funeral
service and survivors in next
week’s column.

But I already miss her. She was
a good friend and a great lady.

Gene Grimley, 
master mechanic

Eugene Wilbert Grimley Jr.,
a resident of Woodland Road
for almost 50 years, died March
7 at the age of 80. He was born
in Washington July 23, 1933,
married June Dae Brygger, and
lived in Bradbury Heights and
Hillside before moving to
Morningside in 1966.

During the Korean War Gene
served with the Army, often
chauffeuring the brass, including
President Eisenhower. As a me-
chanic he worked at the Chalk
Point Power Plant and, later, as
self-employed. He was a great
mechanic, liked small motors
and auto bodywork.

He was a member of the
Moose—up there on what we
call Moose Hill—and the Elks.
Linda Hardesty wrote fondly of
him in the Memorial Book:
“Gene had a gruff, tough way
about him but I saw his kindness
and good heart.”

He was the father of Eugene
“Gene” III, Charles Michael
“Mike,” Joseph Jay (who went
by Jay), Shelley and the late Jan
Barry Grimley; grandfather of
seven and great-grandfather of
five. Services were at Lee Fu-
neral Home in Clinton with bur-
ial at Cheltenham.

Walk-a-Thon to feed 
the hungry

The Oxon Hill Food Pantry
and the Interfaith Community

Action Council are hosting their
8th Annual Walkathon and are
seeking participants, both indi-
viduals and groups. This is in
conjunction with the Feinstein
Foundation $1 million challenge
to fight hunger.

The Walk-a-Thon opens
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday,
April 26, at the Oxon Hill
Lutheran Church, 3415 Brink-
ley Road in Temple Hills and
runs for two miles along the
Henson Creek Trail. You can
walk four miles or any lesser
distance, as you desire. Simply
pledge a minimum of $10 or ten
pounds of non-perishable food.
Any additional amount over
minimum is welcome. By the
way, you don’t have to walk—
runners are also invited.

For information about reg-
istration, or to volunteer, call
301-899-8358.

By the way, the Pantry helped
feed 620 people in January and
386 in February, and so many
more are seeking help. Consider
walk-a-thon-ing so more can eat!

Tragedy in Morningside
Six-year-old Trinity Miller

died Feb.8 when she became
entangled in cords from a win-
dow blind at her home in Morn-
ingside. She had just turned six
and was a kindergartener at
New Horizons Learning Acad-
emy in Forestville.

Milestones
Happy birthday to Robert

Hay Jr. and David Righter,
March 28; Ben Surratt and
Kimberly Smith, March 29;
Akwete Bedewi, March 30;
Mark Cummings, March 31;
Wayne Booth, Susan Frostbut-
ter, Douglas Mangum and
James Whipple, April 1;
Melissa Lytton, Sophia Cordero
and Bernie Saylor, April 3.

Happy anniversary to An-
toinette and Charles Mattison on
March 29, and to Walter and
Fannie Dimes who’ll celebrate
their silver wedding anniversary
on April 1.

Edwards Reintroduces S.O.S Act to Combat
Nationwide Overdose Epidemic
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Practical Money Skills
By Jason Alderman

New Mortgage Rules Protect
Against Risky Loans

Good news for people
shopping for a mortgage – and
for current homeowners fac-
ing foreclosure because they
can no longer afford their
home loan: New mortgage
regulations drafted by the
Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau recently took ef-
fect and they provide a slew
of new rights and protections
for consumers.

One of the cornerstones of the new mortgage rules is that
lenders now are required to evaluate whether borrowers can af-
ford to repay a mortgage over the long term – that is, after the
initial teaser rate has expired. Otherwise, the loan won't be con-
sidered what's now referred to as a "qualified mortgage."

Qualified mortgages are designed to help protect consumers
from the kinds of risky loans that brought the housing market
to its knees back in 2008. But obtaining that designation is
also important to lenders because it will help protect them
from lawsuits by borrowers who later prove unable to pay off
their loans.

Under the new ability-to-pay rules, lenders now must assess
– and document – multiple components of the borrower's fi-
nancial state before offering a mortgage, including the bor-
rower's income, savings and other assets, debt, employment
status and credit history, as well as other anticipated mort-
gage-related costs.

Qualified mortgages must meet the following guidelines:

o The term can't be longer than 30 years.

o Interest-only, negative amortization and balloon-payment
loans aren't allowed.

o Loans over $100,000 can't have upfront points and fees
that exceed 3 percent of the total loan amount.

o If the loan has an adjustable interest rate, the lender must
ensure that the borrower qualifies at the fully indexed rate
(the highest rate to which it might climb), versus the initial
teaser rate.

o Generally, borrowers must have a total monthly debt-to-
income ratio of 43 percent or less.

o Loans that are eligible to be bought, guaranteed or insured
by government agencies like Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac
and the Federal Housing Administration are considered
qualified mortgages until at least 2021, even if they don't
meet all QM requirements.

Lenders may still issue mortgages that aren't qualified, pro-
vided they reasonably believe borrowers can repay – and have
documentation to back up that assessment.

New, tougher regulations also apply to mortgage servicers
– the companies responsible for collecting payments and man-
aging customer service for the loan owners. For example,
they now must:

o Send borrowers clear monthly statements that show how
payments are being credited, including a breakdown of
payments by principal, interest, fees and escrow.

o Fix mistakes and respond to borrower inquiries promptly.

o Credit payments on the date received.

o Provide early notice to borrowers with adjustable-rate mort-
gages when their rate is about to change.

o Contact most borrowers by the time they are 36 days late
with their payment.

o Inform borrowers who fall behind on mortgage payments
of all available alternatives to foreclosure (e.g., payment
deferment or loan modification).

With limited exceptions, mortgage servicers now cannot: ini-
tiate foreclosures until borrowers are more than 120 days delin-
quent (allowing time to apply for a loan modification or other
alternative); start foreclosure proceedings while also working
with a homeowner who has already submitted a complete appli-
cation for help; or hold a foreclosure sale until all other alterna-
tives have been considered.

For more details on the new mortgage rules, visit www.con-
sumerfinance.gov/mortgage.

Bottom line: You should never enter into a mortgage (or other
loan) you can't understand or afford. But it's nice to know that
stronger regulations are now in place to help prevent another
housing meltdown.

weeks or months would be accept-
able, Nina Smith, press secretary for
O’Malley, wrote in an email.

Roy Meyers, a political science
professor at University of Mary-
land, Baltimore County said the
commission will be very important
in the statewide fracking discussion
because Maryland uses more com-
missions and task forces to shape
policy than most other states.

He said most environmental pol-
icy commissions, like O’Malley’s,
take a long time to finish because
they require extensive studies.

Mizeur proposed a bill to the
House Environmental Matters
Committee called the “Shale
Gas Drilling Safety Review Act
of 2014.”

The bill would prohibit the
Maryland Department of the Envi-
ronment from issuing fracking per-
mits for 18 months after the report
is issued.

She said this would enable leg-
islators and their constituents a full
General Assembly session to weigh
in on the results of the commis-
sion’s findings.

The commission still does not
have a completed risk assessment,
a public health study, an economic
study or a best management prac-
tices study, said David Vanko,
chairman of the commission and
dean of the College of Science and
Mathematics at Towson University.

Some commissioners said they
have not met all of their timetables.

“It’s much more complicated
than we thought,” said Stephen
Bunker, a commissioner and di-
rector of conservation programs
at the Maryland Office of the Na-
ture Conservancy.

According to commission
minutes, deadlines for the best

management practices report,
which the Department of the En-
vironment contracted to the Uni-
versity of Maryland, were moved
back several months in 2012 and
an extension was made in 2013
for the public comment period.

Towson University is conduct-
ing the economic study and the
University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Science is con-
ducting the health study which
means much of the remaining
work is out of the commission’s
control, Vanko said.

Vanko said he expects most of
these unfinished studies to con-
clude by the end of the spring.

In addition to the studies in
Maryland that are in progress,
some health studies looking at the
effects of fracking around the U.S.
are just being released, said Ann
Bristow, a member of the commis-
sion and a psychology professor at
Frostburg State University.

One study released in January in
Colorado by the National Institute
of Environmental Health Sciences
found an association between natu-
ral gas wells within a 10-mile radius
of a pregnant woman’s home and
congenital heart defects and poten-
tial neural tube defects in her child.

“It takes a while for the sci-
ence to be produced around these
issues,” Bristow said.

While the science of fracking is
still ongoing, some members of the
commission said they also think the
commission should have more
funding to finish its own studies.

Legislation failed in 2012 that
would have partly paid for some
of the studies by imposing a fee
on natural gas prospectors who
leased land in Maryland.

Since then, O’Malley allocated
$1.5 million for this fiscal year to
support research for the study.

Vanko said the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment and
the Department of Natural Re-
sources are using the funding for the
economic study, the public health
study and some scientific studies of
surface water, groundwater and air
quality in Western Maryland.

Bunker said while some money
has been spent on groundwater stud-
ies, more studies would help the
commission get a better idea about
how Western Maryland’s geography
could be affected by fracking.

Some citizens raised their
own funds for an independent
risk assessment.

Last fall, the Chesapeake Cli-
mate Action Network and Citizen
Shale, a Garrett County group,
hired Ricardo-AEA, a British en-
vironmental consulting firm, to do
a risk assessment.

Paul Roberts, a cofounder of Cit-
izen Shale and a commissioner, said
the action network used foundations
and Citizen Shale used money from
residents in Mountain Lake Park in
Garrett County to fund the study.

According to that study’s find-
ings, surface water contamination
and groundwater contamination are
among the high risks Maryland
would face if fracking occurred.

Vanko said that while groups
outside the commission have paid
for an independent study, the work
the commission is already doing is
technically a risk assessment.

But not all of the commission-
ers think more funds would bene-
fit the study.

William Valentine, an Allegany
County Commissioner and member
of the fracking commission, said
more funds might prolong the com-
mission’s work because it would en-
able it to look deeply into any
potential concern, including unnec-
essary ones, raised by members.

Valentine said he does not
think the report will be entirely
ready by August.

Some commission members said,
while they think their work has been
efficient, some of the studies are
looking into theoretical, extraneous
problems rather than practical ones.

Shawn Bender, president of the
Garrett County Farm Bureau and a
member of the commission, said
areas like transportation are al-
ready regulated by the state and
federal government and the com-
mission should not spend too
much time on that study.

“You can study things to
death,” said Sen. George Edwards,
R-Allegany and Garrett. “You
don’t need to reinvent the wheel.”

Edwards said while the commis-
sion has been effective, fracking is
the most studied issue he can re-
member in recent state history.

“It’s kind of strange to make it
go that long,” he said.

Some commissioners said a
continued moratorium by the
Maryland Department of the En-
vironment before it could allow
fracking, like the kind proposed
by Mizeur, is unnecessary.

“This isn’t, ‘finish the report
and turn the switch, then drilling
rigs show up the next day,’” said
Jeffrey Kupfer, a senior advisor
for Chevron’s government affairs
and a commissioner.

Vanko said the commission is
proposing a requirement for gas
companies that come to Mary-
land to provide two years of site-
specific environmental baseline
data before they can drill.

Vanko said there is consensus in
the commission that making two-
year baseline plans mandatory is a
good idea. If adopted, the measure
would make Maryland the first
state to have that requirement.

Fracking from A1

Legalization Bill Would Wipe Slate
Clean for Some Past Offenders

ANNAPOLIS – When Dia-
monte Brown was 26 years old,
she was pulled over for an unlit
tag light and arrested when a
police officer found a small
amount of marijuana in her car,
Brown said, stuffed inside a
balled up pair of gloves in her
passenger’s purse.

Brown was a few years away
from obtaining her master’s de-
gree in secondary education.
The arrest, which never evolved
into a conviction, would later
halt her search for a teaching job
when a Baltimore City school
told her that a background
search turned up the arrest
record, making her ineligible to
work or volunteer there.

A handful of lawmakers are
now fighting for legislation that
would downgrade the type of
offense Brown was charged
with from a criminal to a civil
transgression, close in penalty
to a parking ticket. Another
group of legislators, led by Sen.
Jamie Raskin, D-Montgomery,
is pushing to legalize marijuana
for people 21 and older in the
state, similar to what lawmakers
in Colorado and Washington
have done.

But one segment of Raskin’s
legalization bill delves into an
area left untouched by the laws
in those states, where legaliza-
tion has created a paradoxical
scenario for people dealing
with the consequences of hav-
ing once been convicted of an
offense that is no longer against
the law.

Raskin’s measure, as it now
stands, would “expunge,” or
wipe away, the conviction of a
person previously found guilty
of any marijuana-related offense
that would become legal if the
bill becomes law.

According to supporters, the
provision would tear down bar-
riers to work and education that
exist for large swaths of the pop-
ulation with minor marijuana-re-
lated offenses, some years old,
on their records.

Leigh Maddox, a professor
at the University of Maryland
Francis King Carey School of
Law and a former captain of
the Maryland State Police, said
that her work holding legal-ser-
vice clinics completely
changed her thinking on the is-
sue of marijuana and opened
her eyes to what she called “the
collateral consequences that
never even occurred to me as a
police officer.”

Maddox and others run the
clinics twice a week in Baltimore
through the university. They of-
fer people 30 minutes of legal
advice from an attorney for $10.
She said that during nearly every
clinic, someone inquires about
expunging a drug charge.

“I have to tell them, ‘Sorry,
the expungement laws in Mary-
land are so tight right now that
what you currently have isn’t el-
igible for expungement, and the
best you can do is make an ap-
plication for a pardon, but that’s
a tough hill to overcome,’”
Maddox said.

Often, Maddox asks them
what’s behind their request.

“Why are you so concerned
with this [15-year-old] convic-
tion?” she asks. “It’s posses-
sion. Is it really bugging you
that much?”

The answer is “yes,” she said.
Sometimes they tell her of jobs
they applied to, and got, but had
to leave after a background
check turned up the charge.
Sometimes they tell her that
they’re ineligible for housing
aid, or federal loans for school,
all because of a marijuana
charge from when they were a
teenager, she said.

“I hear these stories over and
over and over again,” Maddox
said. “And it’s just like, wow,
we shut people out of society,
effectively, — poor people —
… over something that is just
so silly.”

In Maryland, a person can
only expunge a conviction if it
falls into a narrow category
known as “nuisance crimes,” ac-
cording to David Waranch, a
criminal defense attorney who
deals with expungements.

Marijuana convictions are not
included in that category, he
said, rendering a large number
of residents ineligible.

Maryland had the fourth-
highest arrest rate for mari-
juana possession in the country
in 2010, with more than 23,000
recorded in all, according to a
report released by the ACLU
in October.

But many opponents of le-
galization and decriminaliza-
tion, especially those in the legal
field, point out that few first-
time marijuana possession cases
end in a conviction.

“This concept that there are
people in jail for possession of
marijuana in the state of Mary-
land is completely wrong,” Scott
Shellenberger, State’s Attorney
for Baltimore County, said.

Shellenberger said that most
jurisdictions have diversion pro-
grams, which allow first-time
offenders who complete certain
steps, like a drug awareness
class or a drug evaluation, to
have the charges against them
dismissed. Legislation is before
lawmakers this session that
would require all counties to in-
stitute diversionary programs.

Second-time offenders, Shel-
lenberger said, typically receive
what is called “probation before
judgement,” which is also not a
conviction and can be expunged
after a wait time that is typically
three years.

“People who have a convic-
tion on their record for posses-
sion of small amounts of mari-
juana are usually on their third
or fourth arrest,” Shellenberger
said. “I just don’t see this as
being a tremendous problem
for people with having to wipe
this off their record. It’s typi-
cally not on their record.”

But in some cases, such as
Brown’s, the arrest alone can
prevent a person from getting
a job.

When Brown received a pro-
bation before judgement, agree-

By MEGAN BROCKETT
Capital News Service

OFFICIAL WHITE HOUSE PHOTO BY MEGAN BROCKETT
Protesters voice support for loosening marijuana laws in Mary-
land during a rally outside the State House on Thursday. Cap-
ital News Service photo by Megan Brockett.
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One of our country’s most
cherished values is the idea that
if you work hard you can get
ahead, be part of the middle
class, raise a family comfortably,
and ensure your children will do
better than you did. But this is a
hollow promise to countless
families today. The sad truth is
you can work full time in Amer-
ica and not be able to meet your
family’s basic needs. A parent
working full time at the federal
minimum wage of $7.25 an hour
earns $15,080 a year before
taxes. That’s $4,700 below the
poverty level for a parent with
two children. Two-thirds of the
16.1 million poor children in
America live with an adult who
works, and 30 percent live with
an adult who works full time
year-round.

As CDF’s recently released
The State of America’s Children
2014 report highlights, in no
state can a parent working full
time at the minimum wage af-
ford a fair-market rent two-bed-
room apartment and have
enough left over to pay for food,
utilities, and other necessities.
Child care costs alone can eat
up more than half of a parent’s
paycheck: the average cost of
center-based child care for an in-
fant is $9,500 a year. Most ex-
perts agree that families need to
earn twice the poverty level to
be able to begin to provide ade-
quately for their children.

Today we have an opportu-
nity to begin to realign our val-
ues by enacting the Fair Mini-
mum Wage Act of 2013 which
would raise the minimum wage
from $7.25 to $10.10 an hour,
the first increase since 2009, and
raise the minimum wage for
tipped workers for the first time
since 1991. The current federal
minimum wage is worth 32 per-
cent less in inflation-adjusted
terms than at its peak in 1968. If
it had grown at the same rate as
wages for a typical worker in
America since 1968 it would al-
ready be $10.65 an hour. But if
it had grown at the same rate as
productivity of the economy
during that period it would be
$18.30 today. So increasing the
minimum wage to $10.10 an
hour would restore the minimum
wage closer to what it would
have been if it had kept up with
average wages but still leave it
far below what it should be,

given productivity and economic
growth since the late 1960s.

Nationwide, increasing the
minimum wage to $10.10 would
increase a full-time worker’s
salary to $21,008 and put $31
billion additional dollars in the
pockets of as many as 24.5 mil-
lion low-wage workers accord-
ing to the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO), Congress’ official
budget arbiter. It would lift
900,000 people above the official
poverty threshold. Nearly 90 per-
cent of those benefiting would
be 20 years or older and over
half would be working full time.
According to the Economic Pol-
icy Institute those affected by the
minimum wage increase earn on
average half of their family’s to-
tal income. The Economic Policy
Institute has also found more
than a quarter of those benefiting
would be parents.

Most importantly, the in-
crease to $10.10 an hour would
improve the lives of an esti-
mated 14 million children —
nearly one in five children in
America — by helping their par-
ents put nutritious food on the
table, keep a roof over their fam-
ilies’ heads, and make sure their
children get the health care they
need to ensure they can develop
to their full potential. And an in-
crease in the minimum wage

would not cost the government
anything — as the CBO ac-
knowledged, it might even save
money in the short term as peo-
ple with increased incomes need
fewer government benefits and
pay more in taxes.

The increase also would help
spur the economy. Recent re-
search from the Federal Reserve
Bank of Chicago found that
raising the minimum wage to
$10 could increase U.S. gross
domestic product by up to 0.3
percentage points in the short
term. Some resist a minimum
wage increase because of fears
it would lead to job losses, but
after extensive research the lat-
est consensus in the field is that
this is not the case. This is why
more than 600 economists, in-
cluding seven Nobel Laureates,
have endorsed the increase to
$10.10, saying in a joint letter
to President Obama and con-
gressional leaders: “In recent
years there have been important
developments in the academic
literature on the effect of in-
creases in the minimum wage
on employment, with the weight
of the evidence now showing
that increases in the minimum
wage have had little or no neg-
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Child Watch
by Marion Wright Edelman

Make Hard Work Pay — Again

Marc Morial, President and CEO
National Urban League

Milkulski, Bipartisan Senators Express
Concerns Over Recent Changes to Tricare

“Today, education is perhaps the most im-
portant function of state and local govern-
ments…It is the very foundation of good citi-
zenship…In these days, it is doubtful that any
child may reasonably be expected to succeed
in life if he is denied the opportunity of an ed-
ucation. Such an opportunity, where the state
has undertaken to provide it, is a right which
must be made available to all on equal terms.”
Chief Justice Earl Warren, 1954 Brown v. Board
of Education

Sixty years after the landmark Brown v. Board
of Education ruling ending segregation in Amer-
ica’s public schools, separate and unequal is still
a pervasive reality. While de jure, or legal segre-
gation has been abolished, de facto, or the actual
practice of segregation, is greater now than it was
40 years ago. Black and Brown students are less
likely to share classrooms with white students.
We also see separate and unequal levels of expec-
tations and resources in our schools that continue
to break down along the color line. The unfortunate
result of all of this is a widening achievement gap
between the races. 

The achievement levels of Black and Brown
students, especially those burdened with the
economic and social disadvantages of poverty,
are falling further and further behind their
white peers, even as our entire nation loses
ground globally. This is a recipe for economic
and social disaster, but it can be avoided if we
make closing the achievement gap a national
priority, guided by a commitment to a common
set of principles. That is a commitment that 45
states and the District of Columbia have made
with the adoption of Common Core State Stan-
dards (CCSS) –that all students will have the
same expectations for learning regardless of
their zip codes.

In a recent column, I aimed to clear up much
of the misinformation that has been used to cre-
ate confusion and distort the facts around the
Common Core State Standards for math and
English language arts that are now being imple-
mented in most states. The National Urban
League supports this historic reform, largely be-
cause it is geared to better prepare all students
for college and the jobs of today and tomorrow.
Higher standards for every student, implemen-
tation that is resourced equitably, instruction
based on real-world problem-solving rather than
rote learning, and clear and consistent expecta-
tions will also help close the widening achieve-

ment gap between races and economic classes.
These standards are also benchmarked against
international standards. 

The latest National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress (NAEP) study finds that only
16 percent of Black students are reading at or
above grade level compared with 44 percent of
white students, a gap of 28 percent. At the same
time, the achievement gap between students in
the United States and their European and Asian
peers is also widening. According to 2012 Pro-
gramme for International Student Assessment
(PISA) results, students in 25 other countries
are doing better than American students in math,
while 16 other countries exceed U.S. achieve-
ment levels in reading. In fact, other study data
shows that our below average performance in
math can be addressed through the Common
Core, since CCSS math standards align with
what other students are learning around the
world. Clearly, we must do better, and imple-
menting the Common Core is an initial step we
can take to improve educationally among states
and nations. Education is not only the civil
rights issue of our times, it is also increasingly
the fault line that will determine winners and
losers in the global economy. 

We will not be able to close the achievement
gap if we continue to have different expectations
for different students. All students should have
access to college and career ready standards,
but the Common Core State Standards alone
cannot close the achievement gaps in our nation.
Achieving equity and excellence in education
requires an approach which also includes re-
ducing income inequality and poverty, equaliz-
ing public school funding, and supporting
greater parental involvement.

We recognize that there have been implemen-
tation challenges with CCSS that need to be ad-
dressed. We know that the resources, tools and
training need to be in place to meet the promise
of these standards. Once these implementation
wrinkles are ironed out, we believe that over time,
a commitment to higher standards for every stu-
dent will go a long way towards closing the
achievement gap.

In a future column, we will share findings from
research that the National Urban League recently
commissioned on parental perceptions of CCSS.
As long as critics unfairly characterize and mis-
represent Common Core State Standards, we will
continue to work to replace confusion with clarity. 

SeeWATCH, Page A8

Common Core State Standards – Part
Two: Closing the Achievement Gap

WASHINGTON–– U.S. Senator Barbara A.
Mikulski (D-Md.), a member of the Senate Mili-
tary Family Caucus, along with Senators Richard
Burr (R-N.C.), Kay Hagan (D-N.C.), James Inhofe
(R-Okla.), Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.), and Kirsten
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) sent a letter to Secretary of
Defense Chuck Hagel expressing concern over a
recent change to TRICARE’s reimbursement pol-
icy, excluding more than 100 different Molecular
Pathology Laboratory (MoPath) tests and other
Laboratory Developed Tests (LDTs) with no notice
to beneficiaries or to health care providers.

“We have a sacred trust with those who have
risked their lives so that we may live in freedom.
Part of that sacred trust is making sure we provide
our veterans with the care and benefits they have
earned and deserve,” Senator Mikulski said. “I’m
so pleased to stand alongside my Senate col-
leagues, holding TRICARE accountable and fight-
ing to ensure that our servicemen, service women,
and their families are not denied coverage and re-
imbursements for Laboratory Developed tests. Our
military families must receive the best care and
treatments possible.”

“Our military’s health insurance should adhere
to the widely held standards of care accepted by
the medical community at large,” said Senator

Burr. “Our members of the military and their fam-
ilies should have the same access as other gov-
ernment employees and civilians in the private
sector and not be penalized for receiving care at a
private facility.”

Despite such a large change in policy, which
took place January 1, 2013, no notices were given
to either beneficiaries or providers, and doctors
continued to order the tests, while major laborato-
ries shouldered the costs in hopes that the Defense
Department would reverse the policy.

In their letter, the Senators highlight their con-
cerns about how TRICARE’s refusal of coverage
will affect military families and patients.

“We are concerned that TRICARE’s refusal of
coverage and reimbursement for certain LDTs
outside of a Military Treatment Facility (MTF)
denies military families and patients access to
care simply because they either choose to receive
care at a civilian medical provider or are unable
to access a MTF,” the Senators wrote. “Addition-
ally, it is concerning that TRICARE changed a
reimbursement policy which may negatively im-
pact a significant population of patients and mil-
itary families. It is our understanding that MoPath
tests and other LDTs are standard practice of care
for many providers.”
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Belair Mansion

BELAIR MANSION
This magnificent structure represents the history of Bowie circa 1745. The beautiful five-part Geor-
gian plantation house was once the home of Samuel Ogle, provincial governor of Maryland. En-
larged in 1914 by the New York architectural firm of Delano and Aldrich, the mansion was also the
home of William Woodward, a famous horseman in the first half of the 20th century. Restored to
reflect its 250-year-old legacy, the mansion is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Open Tuesday through Sunday 12 noon to 5 p.m. Tours for groups of 10 or more are available by
appointment. Admission is free; donations are welcomed. For more information call 301-809-3089.

Open to the Public



March 27 — April 2, 2014 — The Prince George’s Post —A5

BUSINESS
The American Counseling Association's
Counseling Corner

Is An Aging Parent
Overwhelming Your Life?

Improved health care and lifestyle changes have many
more Americans living into their 80s and beyond. The result
is that the grown children of many of these seniors now find
themselves facing increasing demands for help. Sometimes
it’s a hard demand to meet.

While none of us wants to abandon an elderly parent fac-
ing mounting physical and psychological challenges, the
needs of our own lives and families can make it difficult to
always be available.

The result is often increased personal anxiety and stress,
and a negative affect on family life. Providing the money,
time and emotional energy that an elderly parent may require
might mean that the grown child’s own life and immediate
family is paying the price as their own needs are neglected.

It’s an increasingly common situation with no easy cures.
But if such stress is something you’re facing, try asking
yourself some basic questions:

o Are the needs of your aging parent real, or simply the
demands of an elderly parent who feels you “owe” help
when and where he or she wants it?

o Can siblings help? Even children who are living far away,
or are emotionally not close to that parent, can sometimes
surprise with offers of aid when invited to help.

o Are there other sources of help? Neighbors or friends
may be eager to offer help and reduce some of your
burden. Your local Council on Aging can provide ad-
vice on appropriate services available.

o Are you prioritizing your time and activities? Your own
family, as well as you yourself, deserve your attention
and care. Sometimes saying “no” because your own
needs and those of your family must be met is simply
something that must be done. 

o Are you managing your time well? Create a schedule to
help an aging parent with small chores, like shopping or
bill paying, rather than just being available on demand.

While it’s natural to want to provide needed help as par-
ents become older and less capable on their own, it’s impor-
tant to recognize that each of us has limits. Overextending
yourself to help that elderly parent can result in negative con-
sequences for you and your family that can bring a heavy
price. Be realistic and reasonable about the help that you can
provide and you’ll better benefit yourself, your own family
and your aging parent.

Counseling Corner" is provided by the American Coun-
seling Association. Comments and questions to: ACA-
corner@counseling.org or visit the ACA website at:

www.counseling.org

Get Your Tax Refund Fast
With A Prepaid Card

(NAPS)—For those who want convenience and speed
when it comes to getting their tax refund, they should consider
the option of receiving their refund on a prepaid debit card, a
convenient tool to manage everyday finances.

Direct deposit of a refund onto a prepaid debit card is
free, eliminates the need to pay for check cashing services
and will arrive faster than a paper check.

Two attractive reloadable prepaid card options for tax refunds
are the Green Dot prepaid debit card and the Walmart Money-
Card® prepaid debit card. Both are available as either person-
alized MasterCard or Visa cards, which means cardholders can
shop everywhere Debit MasterCard or Visa debit cards are ac-
cepted and your money is protected if your card is lost or stolen.

Both the Walmart MoneyCard® and Green Dot card offer
the added convenience of a no-fee nationwide network of 22,000
MoneyPass® ATMs. Free online bill pay is available with the
Green Dot card and Walmart MoneyCard® Plus, Specialty and
Preferred cards. Cardholders can enjoy the convenience of the
card secure in the knowledge there’s no danger of overdraft or
penalty fees. Plus, there’s never a credit check or minimum bal-
ance re quirement to worry about. All Walmart MoneyCard® pre-
paid debit cards include the following features at no extra charge:

1) Mobile Web registration; 2) Check cashing reloads; 3)
Account alerts; 4) Gas discounts; 5) Pharmacy discounts.

Green Dot cards can be purchased in-store at more than
60,000 retail locations nationwide, including Walgreens, 7-
Eleven, CVS/pharmacy, Dollar Tree, RadioShack, Rite Aid,
Kmart and Kroger. Green Dot cards can also be purchased
online from the comfort of your own home.

In addition to direct deposit, you can reload your card with
cash or from another bank ac count. The cards do have some
fees including reload, monthly and out-of-network ATM fees.

Green Dot Corporation is the largest provider of prepaid
debit card products and prepaid card reloading services in
the United States.

The Walmart MoneyCard® is brought to consumers by
Green Dot and is issued by Green Dot Bank, member FDIC*.
Green Dot also sponsored this article.

To learn more or to arrange to have a refund sent to a card,
visit www.walmartmoneycard.com or www.greendot.com.

Direct deposit of a refund onto a prepaid debit card is free,
eliminates the need to pay for check cashing services and will
arrive faster than a paper check.

Business Spotlight

said that only about 2 percent to
4 percent of crab in the country
actually comes from Maryland.

According to some opponents
of the bill, however, this issue is
unavoidable, and isn’t worth the
costs and inconveniences of im-
plementing new rules.

“We source crab based on
where it’s available in the market,”
Melvin Thompson, a senior vice
president of the Maryland Restau-
rant Association, told the commit-
tee. “We’d love to have Maryland
crab featured all the time, it’s just
not available. Sometimes we will
have to substitute and sometimes
we don’t know until we actually
receive that delivery.”

Gavin Gibbons, a spokesman
for the National Fisheries Insti-
tute, agreed, saying the legisla-
tion “ignores the reality of
restaurant sourcing.”

“Off the top of my head, I
could name nine different places
a restaurant could source crab.
No restaurants should be ex-
pected to have nine different
menus at-the-ready based on

what crab they’re using in their
crabcake sandwich,” Gibbons
said. “It’s cost prohibitive and it
doesn’t do anyone any good.”

Gibbons also suggested that a
“Maryland-style” crabcake that’s
sourced from places other than
Maryland really isn’t “fraudu-
lent” at all, asking: “When you
purchase a Philly cheesesteak,
are you under the impression it
was made in Philadelphia?”

Some who take issue with the
legislation also say that the
source of the switch may be hard
to identify; in other words, it’s
hard to tell whether the restau-
rant or retailer is mislabeling the
food, or if it’s coming misiden-
tified from the supplier.

“There are no restaurants —
at least no members of ours —
that intentionally mislabel fish,”
Thompson said. “If fish is
misidentified or mislabeled, usu-
ally that is a problem that hap-
pens at the wholesale level.”

In contrast, Craig Sewell, chef
and owner of Annapolis seafood
restaurant A Cook’s Cafe, dis-
agrees with this argument.

“You have to trust the people

that are your suppliers,” he said.
Unlike most restaurant own-

ers, however, Sewell knows his
local supplier — Gaylord Clark,
owner of Two Oceans True
Foods — personally, and only
sells crab products while Mary-
land crab is in season. Sewell
also favors the legislation, saying
that the idea that the regulations
would be too costly or inconven-

ient for restaurants is “silly.”
“We’re selling people things

that they put in their mouth —
they sustain them, they nourish
them, they should be healthy for
them,” he said. “The more peo-
ple can know about where their
food is sourced, how it is raised
and if it has any additives to it
— that’s all good. People need
to know.”

Seafood from A1

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY SARAH TINCHER
Sam’s on the Waterfront, a seafood restaurant in Annapolis,
serves up an Ocean City Flounder Florentine special from fish
caught off the shores of the Maryland beach town.

ing to a probation term without
conviction, she asked the judge
if it would affect her employ-
ment, and was told she would be
able to answer “no” on job ap-
plication questions that asked if
she had ever been convicted of
a crime.

What she didn’t know, Brown
said, was that some agencies,
like the school system, ask more
than if you have ever been con-
victed.

“They ask, ‘Have you been
charged?’ … ‘Have a you ever
received a probation before
judgement?’ ‘Have you ever
been arrested?’ Those were
things that I couldn’t say ‘no’
to,” she said.

Brown now serves as director
of Out For Justice, an organiza-
tion that focuses on breaking
down barriers for past offenders.

“We think anybody who has
offended should be responsible
for their actions, and they

should take responsibility,” she
said. “But after you complete
your punishment, unfortunately
society doesn’t know when to
end [it] … It’s like you just have
this scarlet letter for the rest of
your life, despite the fact that
you’ve completed the sentence
you were given.”

Raskin’s legalization pro-
posal would wipe away 
prior minor marijuana arrests
and convictions.

But a decriminalization
measure sponsored by Sen.
Robert Zirkin, D-Baltimore
County, and passed Friday by
the Senate does not contain a
provision that would expunge
prior marijuana convictions.

Zirkin said he fully supports
the expungement provision in
Raskin’s bill, but left it out of
his proposal in order to give it
the best chance of passing.

He noted that his measure
would shield any civil citations
issued for marijuana possession
from public view, and said another

piece of legislation, the Maryland
Second Chance Act, might pro-
vide the best opportunity for back-
ward-looking expungements.

An analysis of Raskin’s le-
galization bill by the Department
of Legislative Services raises
concerns that the “automatic ex-
pungement” of eligible convic-
tions could prove problematic.

It notes that certain informa-
tion necessary for carrying out
expungements under the bill, like
the amount of marijuana in-
volved, may be difficult or im-
possible to obtain in some cases.

Shellenberger agreed that
the retroactive nature of the
provision would be problem-
atic, and said enforcing it
would likely be costly and cre-
ate significant work for courts
and law enforcement.

“It’s one thing to say ‘OK
let’s change the rules going for-
ward.’ It’s whole different thing
to say, ‘Let’s change the rules
going backward,’” Shellen-
berger said.

But for some advocates of le-
galization and of criminal jus-
tice reform, a retroactive rule
change is important because
they find the system flawed in
a way that creates what Brown
called “perpetual punishment”
for past offenders.

The resistance to change,
they believe, does more harm
than good.

“People always wanna
make it seem like it’s a phase
and it’s a young thing, and
when you get a certain age you
shouldn’t smoke marijuana
anymore, you shouldn’t get in
trouble anymore,” Brown said.

“You can be an idiot at 
any time … I just happened to
be an idiot at 26,” she said. “I
got caught … It’s really that
simple … I could be an idiot
again at 70. It’s not an age
thing, it’s not an economic
thing, it’s not an environment
thing. It’s just, everyone makes
mistakes. That’s all. Every-
one’s human.”

Clean Slate from A1

ANNAPOLIS – Two legisla-
tive committees simultaneously
weighed a proposal Wednesday
that would raise the estate tax
exemption. But opponents of
the measure told lawmakers
that the proposal amounted to
a tax break for Maryland’s
wealthiest citizens.

The state currently imposes
a 16 percent tax on estates
worth more than $1 million.
But, if passed, the proposal
sponsored by Senate President
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller Jr.
and House Speaker Michael E.
Busch, would raise the tax
threshold in three annual incre-
ments of $1.75 million, $2.5
million and $3.5 million before
reaching the Federal level,
which currently stands at $5.34
million, by Jan. 1, 2017.

With Maryland being one of
only 14 states plus Washington,
D.C., to impose the estate tax,
supporters of the bill say the
threshold increase will help make
the state more nationally compet-
itive. Proponents of the measure
said the state’s estate taxes play a
large role in forcing people to
move away when they retire.

“We are in competition with
the sister states,” Miller told the
Senate Budget and Taxation
Committee. “All of the states
we’re in competition with have
eliminated the estate tax.”

Lawmakers in the House Ways
and Means Committee also con-
sidered the proposal Wednesday.

According to IRS data, Mary-
land lost $7.04 billion in annual
adjusted gross income between
1992 to 2010, of which $4.16 bil-
lion went to Florida, $1.35 billion
went to North Carolina, $1.3 bil-
lion went to Virginia, $1.09 bil-
lion went to Pennsylvania and
$714.66 million went to West Vir-
ginia — none of which impose
estate taxes on their residents.

Citing a Forbes financial mag-
azine article titled “Where Not
To Die In 2013,” which listed
Maryland, Miller said the mes-
sage of the piece published last
year was: “If you want to save
money, move. … You won’t have
to pay this tax if you cross over
the line into Virginia.”

However, Kate Planco Way-
bright, executive director of non-
profit advocacy organization
Progressive Maryland, told law-
makers that this logic is a myth.

“Conservatives have repeat-
edly made the false claims that
liberal states lose billions of
dollars each year due to tax
flight. They’ve been so con-
vincing, that now some mem-
bers of the left have adopted
these claims,” Planco Way-
bright said. “But research …
shows that tax flight is simply
a well-debunked myth.”

In addition to Planco Way-
bright, representatives from or-
ganizations such as Citizens for
Tax Justice and the Maryland

Center on Economic Tax Policy
came to testify against the legis-
lation. Many of these witnesses
argued that giving tax breaks to
the state’s wealthiest residents
— less than 3 percent of the pop-
ulation — would take away valu-
able funds from the state budget.

“If you want an innovation
economy, you have to pay for it,”
Richard Phillips, a research ana-
lyst for Citizens for Tax Justice
told the committee. “You have to
pay for universities, you have to
pay for the education system. The
estate tax raises millions of dol-
lars to pay for those things.”

Planco Waybright agreed
with this notion, adding that the
legislation could also affect in-
come inequality on the state.

“Obviously [the exemption
increase] takes away funds
from Maryland’s budget … that
pays for programs that middle

and lower class families depend
upon, like education, public
services, transportation [and]
safe roads and highways,” she
said in an interview. “At a time
in which we know that reducing
income inequality is such a pri-
ority for Americans and for
Marylanders, it’s unfathomable
to us that a priority of so many
Democrats here in Maryland is
to reduce the taxes paid by the
wealthiest 3 percent.”

In addition to sponsors Miller
and Busch — both Democrats —
56 Democratic delegates and 23
Democratic senators co-sponsor
the legislation. Eight Republican
senators are also co-sponsors.

“What that says to me, is that
the Democrats who have signed
up to support these proposals are
out of touch with those that they
represent back home in their dis-
tricts,” Planco Waybright said.

Legislative Proposal Could Give the Wealthy
a Break From Estate Taxes

PHOTO COURTESY WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

By SARAH TINCHER
Capital News Service
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ERIC D. SNIDER'S
IN THE DARK

Movie Review 
“Neighbors”

Neighbors
Grade: B+

Rated R, pervasive
language, strong crude and

sexual content, graphic nudity,
and drug use throughout.

1 hr., 30 min

You might expect an R-
rated comedy starring Seth
Rogen and Zac Efron, directed
by the guy who made Forget-
ting Sarah Marshall and The
Five-Year Engagement, to be
loose and sloppy, like Rogen’s
torso. But Neighbors turns out
to be tight and lean and emi-
nently watchable, like Efron’s
torso. It’s boisterously funny,
yet also focused and percep-
tive. Who knew a Rogen
movie could be all of those
things at once?

Rogen and the suddenly in-
dispensable Rose Byrne play
Mac and Kelly, new parents
working through the mixed
emotions of loving their
adorable baby girl while miss-
ing their old, fun lives. After
a few lukewarm gags along
the usual lines (they want to
go to a late-night party but fall
asleep instead!), we get to the
crux of the matter as a frater-
nity moves in to the house
next door. Under the guidance
of dude-bros Teddy (Efron)
and Pete (Dave Franco), the
frat behaves exactly the way
Mac and Kelly were afraid
they would, with raucous
nightly parties. (For some rea-
son they’re the only neighbors
bothered by the noise.)

The new situation intensi-
fies Mac and Kelly’s insecu-
rity about becoming grown-
ups. They want to be cool, and
even more than that, they want
to be cool in the eyes of hot
college kids (Mac unhesitat-
ingly calls Teddy “the sexiest
man I’ve ever seen”). With a
joint as a peace offering, the
couple gets on the frat’s good
side and they all promise to be
considerate neighbors.

That doesn’t work out, ob-
viously, and war is declared.

And here comes the movie’s
saving grace. Where the usual
formula would be Mac vs.
Teddy with Kelly staying on
the sidelines rolling her eyes,
the film (written by first-timers
Andrew J. Cohen and Brendan
O’Brien) makes Kelly an equal
partner. She wants these
douchebags out as much as her
husband does, and Byrne is
every bit as foul-mouthed and
righteously angry as Rogen. So
instead of being the voice of
reason — oh, how actresses
must get tired of playing the
voice of reason in male-ori-
ented comedies! — Kelly is a
co-conspirator, using her fe-
male point of view to devise
plans to bring the frat down by
getting it in trouble with the
university’s headline-averse
dean (Lisa Kudrow) or by
driving a wedge between best
bros Teddy and Pete. No joke,
Mac and Kelly have one of the
best, most functional mar-
riages of any movie couple so
far this year.

The escalating pranks and
sabotage are hilariously exe-
cuted by director Nicholas
Stoller and his cast, which also
includes Christopher Mintz-
Plasse as a frat member, Ike
Barinholtz as Mac’s eager-to-
destroy buddy, and a handful
of funny lesser-known actors
like Craig Roberts and Jerrod
Carmichael. The physical
comedy and sight gags are
well choreographed, but the
film doesn’t lean too heavily
on jackassery for its laughs.
Nor does it treat the frat boys
solely as adversaries, giving
us scenes from Teddy and
Pete’s point of view to flesh
them out (and “flesh” is defi-
nitely the right word). It would
be easy in a comedy like this
to do nothing but make fun of
frat boys, but Neighbors does-
n’t take the easy way out.

Stoller summons a few ap-
propriate cameos for a brief
sequence describing the frat’s
history, and delivers good-
natured raunch throughout.

(It’s the clean kind of raunch,
too — sex, not poop.) A minor
subplot with the Barinholtz
character’s estranged wife
hooking up with a frat boy 
is oddly underdeveloped, 
but the gags associated 
with it are solid. This could 
be the big studio comedy to
beat for 2014.

Note: This was a “work in
progress” version of the film
that played at South By South-
west. It ran about 90 minutes
and didn’t have the closing
credits. “Work in progress” at
SXSW often means “the film
is finished but we want to have
an official ‘world premiere’
later,” but who knows. The
theatrical version may vary.

The Upside: Pretty much
start-to-finish funny

The Downside: Wouldn’t sur-
prise me if that Barinholtz sub-
plot gets snipped

On the Side: Turns out Dave
Franco does a killer De Niro in
Meets the Parents impression

The Edge of Sports
by DAVE ZIRIN

Jeff Pearlman is the author of the new book Showtime: Magic, Ka-
reem, Riley, and the Los Angeles Lakers Dynasty of the 1980s. Showtime
is both like an excavation of a long-lost era, as well as a pulsing, utterly
relevant roadmap into our twenty-first-century sports celebrity culture.
It is a fascinating window on the last time when fame not only opened
doors but also then closed them behind you.

The book is also reminding me just how emotionally connected I
was as a kid to these particular Laker teams. Growing up in New York
City, it was a rare year when I did not find a way to get what was then
a $10 ticket to see the Showtime Lakers on one of their two annual
trips to Madison Square Garden. With a perennially middling-to-awful
Knicks team to root for, I first shouted myself hoarse for the Lakers.

But I really loved these Lakers to death because of Earvin “Magic”
Johnson. Magic was the synthesis of two extremely different styles of
playing that, as a short, athletically challenged basketball obsessive, I
could at least try, through sheer will, to replicate. He couldn’t really
jump, he rarely dribbled in a fancy manner and he had an ugly push
shot that looked like it was borrowed from a grainy 1950s video. What
he could do, like no one before or since, was combine this olde-timey
game with a twenty-first-century brand of flair. He saw angles no one
could see and could throw no-look passes that smacked people right in
the hands, ready to shoot. I would go to 77th and Amsterdam and chalk
a Lakers yellow circle on the wall no bigger than a grapefruit and whip
different kinds of no-look passes—chest, baseball, behind the back—
and see how many would hit their mark. Sure, I would never be Magic,
given that he was six-foot-nine, could rebound like a power forward
and dribble the length of the court in seconds, but I could feel like
Magic any time one of my no-look passes didn’t break a window and
instead found someone for a layup.

I took this approach to the courts with confidence far beyond my
game. As a Caucasian playing ball in New York City, a 12-year-old
who would loiter on the courts until the big kids would let me play, I
was a bit of a curiosity, treated with more affection than I probably de-
served. I would hit shots and people would yell “Bird!” I would grit
my teeth and say, “Call me Magic!” This was always good, if nothing
else, for a laugh.

The Showtime Lakers were a rolling party and to be a fan felt like
you were getting a secondhand high off of their vapors of glitter,
glamour and glory. They also projected an image of Los Angeles, espe-
cially for us cloistered East Coasters, as a place of endless celebrity
and sunshine.

As if being a teenager isn’t dramatic enough, this love became
gothic tragedy, as both Showtime and my dreams of Los Angeles
skidded to a stunning end. Magic Johnson, after years of abundant un-
protected sex, became HIV-positive and quit the game he loved in
1991. The Los Angeles Times described the public reaction to the news
like “an icon had been shot down in mid-stride…. The news was treated
like the death of a head of state or the outbreak of war.” It was assumed,
in our collective ignorance, both that he had to quit and that he would
slowly die over the course of the next several years. In life, he was al-
ready being mourned.

But then, in a manner that was both upsetting and confusing for a
kid who went to school in the East Village and whose mom had worked
in an AIDS clinic, Johnson also felt the need to emphasize repeatedly
that he had contracted the virus only by having a lot of random, con-
dom-free, heterosexual sex. I remember watching The Arsenio Hall
Show, more puzzled than angry, as the crowd cheered when Magic
said, “I’m far from being a homosexual, you already know that.” This
made him acceptable. President George Bush even gave him a position
as head of AIDS Awareness. Thank God for Martina Navratilova. I re-
membered that she did not go along with this narrative and, for this ar-
ticle, I looked up what she said exactly, and it is even more bracing
than I remember. The tennis legend said, “There have been other athletes
who died from AIDS and they were pushed aside because they either
got it from drugs or they were gay…. If it had happened to a heterosexual
woman who had been with 100 or 200 men, they’d call her a whore
and a slut and the corporations would drop her like a lead balloon. And
she’d never get another job in her life.”

Her reaction prompted outrage from the mainstream press and de-
mands for an apology. But in her follow-up comments, she said, “I cer-
tainly don’t want him to take it personally because it is not meant as an
offensive thing to him. But the double standard is there, and it makes
me mad as hell…. This Magic thing is another example of women
losing power, and we are taking steps backwards.” Holy crap. If an ath-
lete of her stature said that today, Twitter would implode.

As if Magic’s retirement wasn’t enough for those of us seeing the
fall of Showtime’s seductive imagery, that very spring, during the same
season when Magic retired, the so-called “LA Riots” took place after
the Simi Valley verdict was handed down, clearing the LAPD officers
who were captured on videotape beating Rodney King. For the young
and ignorant, myself surely in those ranks, Los Angeles was revealed,
beneath the dazzle, to be a cesspool of police brutality and institution-
alized racism.

The aftermath of the “LA Riots” brought a level of hysteria that
cannot be put into words. At my high school in New York City, adminis-
trators shut the school down at noon and I was assigned, as an upper-
classman, to walk younger children home, presumably out of fear that
they would be attacked by looting black teenagers. (These marauding
teens were, alas, a figment of the NYPD’s imagination.) As an adminis-
trator openly wept and children cried at the thought of never seeing their
parents again, a friend on the basketball team turned to me, like he was
Marlin Perkins surveying a scene on Wild Kingdom, and said, “Damn.
White people are crazy.” That was prophetic. After the LA Rebellion, we
saw the ramping up of the tough-on-crime legislation of the 1980s that
brought us to a point where our prison system now represents a “New
Jim Crow,” packed with young black men serving mandatory sentences.

If I am fascinated by Jeff Pearlman’s book, it is because it has
brought me back to a time before I felt like the world was too often just
floating unconsciously from one set of injustices to the next. Obviously,
there was evil aplenty in the 1980s, and I was just too young and too
sheltered to see it. But it definitely took the fall of Los Angeles, both
the team and the city, for me to be shaken out of a youthful slumber
where a bad day could be remedied with a successful no-look pass. If I
still cannot get enough of the Showtime Lakers—as profoundly hack-
neyed as this sounds—it’s because it reminds me of what it once felt
like to feel the presence of magic.

My Years of Magical Thinking:
Thoughts on the 1980s Showtime Lakers

TOWNOUT ON THE

ROTTENTOMATOES
Seth Rogen, Zac Efron and Rose Byrne lead the cast of "Neighbors," a comedy about a
young couple suffering from arrested development who are forced to live next to a frater-
nity house after the birth of their newborn baby. "Neighbors" is directed by Nick Stoller
("Forgetting Sarah Marshall," "Get Him to the Greek").

so – at taxpayers’ expense and
the cost of students’ futures.

For-profit colleges can receive
up to 90 percent of their revenue
from taxpayer dollars, with the
additional revenue frequently
coming from veterans’ benefits
and private student loans.

Students at for-profit colleges
represent only about 13 percent
of the total higher education pop-
ulation, but about 31 percent of
all student loans and nearly half
of all loan defaults. In the most
recent data, about 22 percent of
student borrowers at for-profit
colleges defaulted on their loans
within three years. Most students
at for-profit gainful employment
programs who graduated with
an associate degree were also
left with federal student loan
debt, which averaged $23,590,
while the majority of students at
community colleges did not bor-
row. And of the for-profit gainful
employment programs the De-
partment could analyze and which
could be affected by our action

today, the majority – 72 percent
– produced graduates who earned
less than high school dropouts.

These students – including vet-
erans – enrolled to become
equipped for the workforce, but
often they didn’t get what they
need. Instead, they found con-
fusing or misleading information,
excessive costs, poor quality, low
completion rates, and programs
that provide training for low-wage
occupations or, in some cases,
where there simply are no jobs.

Widespread concerns prompted
the Obama Administration to em-
bark on a multi-year negotiation
with the higher education com-
munity over new regulations that
ensure students are being prepared
for gainful employment. Following
last year’s court decision, which
affirmed the U.S. Department of
Education's authority to regulate
in this area in order to protect stu-
dents and taxpayers, the Depart-
ment undertook new efforts to
make career training programs af-
fordable pathways to good jobs.

“For too long, some of these
programs have measured success

by how many students they enroll
– and that needs to change,” Dun-
can said. “Success in career edu-
cation should be measured by
how many students graduate pre-
pared for a good job with suffi-
cient earnings. And while state
attorneys general across the coun-
try and allies like the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau have
taken steps in recent months to
stop programs from preying on
students, we know more can be
done at the local, state, and federal
level to stop this abuse.”

New proposal to better prepare
students for gainful employment

The proposed regulations fol-
low on public hearings the De-
partment held last year.  The af-
fected programs include nearly
all programs at for-profit insti-
tutions, as well as certificate pro-
grams at public and private non-
profit institutions, such as com-
munity colleges.

The Department has proposed
a framework with three compo-
nents: certification requirements,
accountability metrics, and pub-
lic disclosures. The proposal

distinguishes programs that pro-
vide affordable training that
leads to well-paying jobs from
those programs that leave stu-
dents with poor earnings
prospects and relatively high
amounts of debt, or which lead
to high student loan default rates.

While all programs would
have an opportunity to improve
under the proposed regulations,
those with the worst outcomes –
high debt-to-earnings rates or
high loan default rates – would
lose eligibility to participate in
federal student aid programs to
protect students and taxpayers.

The proposed rule also in-
creases transparency about gainful
employment programs by requir-
ing institutions to tell current and
potential students about key out-
comes, like average debt levels,
earnings, loan repayment rates,
loan default rates, and completion
and withdrawal rates. This in-
formation would help students
identify programs that may serve
them best and help them make
more informed decisions about
their educational investment.

College from A1
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Hands-on History: Toys Through Time
Date and Time: Friday, March 28, 2014 10 am
Description: Before the days of PS4 and XBOX, children enter-
tained themselves with handmade creations. Hit rewind and
spend the day off from school making your own diversions!
Registration required by March 14.
Cost: Resident $18; Non-Resident $22
Ages: 8-12
Location: Riversdale House Museum

4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale Park, 20737
Contact: 301-864-0420; TTY 301-699-2544

LIVE at Montpelier!-Todd Marcus, Jazz/Bass Clarinet
Date and Time: Friday, March 28, 2014 8 pm
Description: Join us for this edition of LIVE at Montpelier
with Baltimore-based bass clarinetist and composer Todd Mar-
cus! He is one of the few jazz artists worldwide to focus ex-
clusively on the use of the bass clarinet as a primary solo in-
strument. Marcus’ music swings hard, both with fiery and
introspective intensity; however, it also maintains a strong,
lyrical sensibility--presenting the instrument with a modern,
straight-laced jazz approach.
This performance is supported by a Maryland State Arts Council
Maryland Touring Grants Program.
Cost: Tickets: $25/person; 10% discount for 

Montpelier members & seniors
Ages: All ages welcome
Location: Montpelier Arts Center

9652 Muirkirk Road, Laurel 20708

Nature Puppet Show
Date & Time: Friday, March 28, 2014 2-3 pm
Description:Bring your children to enjoy a nature-themed puppet
show! Afterwards, they'll meet a live animal featured in the
show. Reservations are required.
Cost: Resident: $2; Non-Resident: $3
Ages: 2-10
Location: Watkins Nature Center

301 Watkins Park Drive, Upper Marlboro 20772
Contact: 301-218-6702; TTY 301-699-2544

Southern Relief Societies
Date & Time: Saturday, March 29, 2014 4-5 om
Description: When Civil War Aid Societies are discussed, the
U.S. Sanitary Commission, the Christian Commission and other
northern organizations are mentioned? However, what about
Southern Aid Societies? Did they exist? These are all plausible
questions; join us as retired USAF Lt. Col. Carol Randell en-
lightens us on the southern civilian efforts! 
Cost: Free
Ages: All ages welcome
Location: Surratt House Museum

9118 Brandywine Road Clinton 20735
Contact: 301-868-1121; TTY 301-699-2544

Live Animal Show
Date & Time: Saturday, March 29, 2014 10-11 am
Description: Come to the live animal show and meet some of
the center's animals up close! Then, learn about their habits and
habitats. Reservations required.
Cost: Resident: $2; Non-Resident $3
Ages: 2 & up
Location: Watkins Nature Center

301 Watkins Park Drive, Upper Marlboro, 20772
Contact: 301-218-6702; TTY 301-699-2544

Riversdale Chamber Music Society Concert Series
Date and Time: Sunday, March 30, 2:30 pm
Description: Join us for the Riversdale Chamber Music Society
featuring the Riversdale Woodwind Trio! Enjoy the sounds of
Ibert, Mozart, Joplin, and more!
Cost: Free
Ages: All ages welcome 
Location: Riversdale House Museum

4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale Park 20737
Contact: 301-864-0420; TTY 301-699-2544

Dinosaur Program
Date and Time: Monthly, 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 12 noon-4 pm
Description: Dinosaur Park is a 41-acre park in Laurel, Maryland,
featuring a rare deposit of fossils from the Cretaceous Period
(144 to 65 million years ago). On the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of
the month, you can join paleontologists and volunteers on-site
to interpret fossil deposits.
Ages: All ages
Location: Dinosaur Park

13200 block of Mid-Atlantic Blvd., Laurel 20708
Contact: 301-627-7755 or 301-627-1286; TTY 301-699-2544
Cost: FREE

LIVE at Montpelier!-Cécile McLorin Salvant, Jazz Vocalist
Date and Time: Friday, April 4, 2014 8 pm
Description: Join us for this edition of LIVE at Montpelier with
the 2010 Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition win-
ner, Cécile McLorin Salvant! Her niche area is performing unique
interpretations of unknown and scarcely recorded jazz and blues
compositions. Salvant focuses on a theatrical portrayal of the
jazz standard, while composing and performing pieces in French
and Spanish.
She draws out the story hidden inside the song, traversing a
range from pronounced low register to full, distinct high pitch.
Once there, she calls upon a full gamut of emotional stances—
from the darkly troubling to the richly comic, bringing life to
the lyrics. 
Cost: Tickets: $30/person; 10% discount for Montpelier
members & seniors
Ages: All ages welcome
Location: Montpelier Arts Center

9652 Muirkirk Road, Laurel 20708
Contact: 301-377-7800 or 410-792-0664; TTY 301-490-2329

Calendar of Events
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EARTH TALK ... If “cap and trade” has worked so well
in Europe for reducing greenhouse gas emissions there,
why haven’t we tried something similar here in the U.S.?
Dear EarthTalk: 

If “cap and trade” has
worked so well in Europe for re-
ducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions there, why haven’t we
tried something similar here in
the U.S.

-- Sandra M.,
Bern, NC

“Cap-and-trade,” whereby big
polluters must pay to emit green-
house gases against a capped total
amount that is reduced over
time—has been in effect across
the European Union (EU) since
2005. This so-called Emissions
Trading System (ETS) requires
11,000 of the largest electric and
industrial facilities in 28 Euro-
pean countries to participate.
Some 45 percent of Europe’s total
greenhouse gas emissions are
regulated under the system. Pro-
ponents say the ETS has suc-
ceeded in keeping greenhouse
gas emissions in check and mak-
ing Europe a global leader on cli-
mate. The EU reports that, by
2020, emissions from sectors
covered by ETS will be 21 per-
cent lower than they were in 2005
and 43 percent lower by 2030.

But critics argue that Europe’s
reduced emissions may be more
due to the global recession than
the ETS, and that the cheap avail-
ability of allowances has made it
easier for companies to pay to
burn coal than to switch to cleaner
natural gas or invest more in car-
bon mitigation technologies.
Early in 2014 the EU tightened
up its system by cutting the num-

ber of new allowances it plans to
issue over the next three years by
a third while simultaneously cre-
ating a “market reserve” to absorb
extra allowances as needed.

Meanwhile, Switzerland, New
Zealand, Australia, Kazakhstan
and South Korea have each set
up their own national cap-and-
trade programs to varying de-
grees of success, while regional
versions have popped up within
Japan, Canada and the U.S.

As to the U.S., whether or not
to establish a nationwide cap-
and-trade system here has been
a hot topic of discussion in Con-
gress. It last came up for a vote
in 2010, but never found enough
bi-partisan support to become
the law of the land. But in lieu
of any federal system, two U.S.
regions have undertaken their
own attempts at ratcheting down
greenhouse gas emissions
through market mechanisms:

In 2009, 10 Northeastern states
came together to create the Re-
gional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
(RGGI), a cap-and-trade system
with the goal of reducing regional
carbon emissions from the power
sector 10 percent from 2009 levels
by 2018. Lower emissions than
expected over the first five years
of the program—thanks to many
utilities switching over to cleaner
burning and increasingly cheaper
natural gas as well as less overall
economic output due to the reces-
sion—led RGGI to lower its over-
all annual cap from 165 million
to 91 million tons in 2014, with a
2.5 percent reduction every year
thereafter until 2020. Analysts ex-

pect this rejiggering will drive the
price of polluting five times higher
than it has been and thus force
utilities across the region to seek
cleaner, greener alternatives to
coal as an electricity feedstock.

The other major U.S. cap-and-
trade player is California, which
launched its own ETS in 2013
with a cap set initially at two per-
cent below 2012 emission levels.
The cap will then be reduced
three percent a year from 2015-
2020. Some 600 facilities are big
enough polluters to qualify for
participation in the system, which
will cover around 85 percent of
the state’s total greenhouse gas
emissions. Given that California
in and of itself is the 12th largest
economy in the world, its for-
ward-thinking commitment to

cap-and-trade gives hope every-
where to fans of marshalling mar-
ket forces to bring about environ-
mental change.

CONTACTS: EU Emissions
Trading System,
ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/i
ndex_en.htm; RGGI,
www.rggi.org; California Cap-
and-Trade Program,
www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capand-
trade/capandtrade.htm.

EarthTalk® is written and
edited by Roddy Scheer and
Doug Moss and is a registered
trademark of E - The Environ-
mental Magazine

(www.emagazine .com).
Send questions to:

earthtalk@emagazine.com.

CREDIT: ARNOLD PAUL

The European Union reports that by the year 2020 emissions from
sectors covered by the Emissions Trading System (ETS) there will
be 21 percent lower than they were in 2005 and 43 percent lower
by 2030. Pictured: A coal-fired power plant in Germany.

a rally where nearly 100 people
gathered outside the State House
in support of easing the state’s
marijuana laws.

But law enforcement officials
attempted to fight back against
what recent polls indicate is
growing public support for le-
galization and decriminalization
measures, urging lawmakers to
use caution.

Many voiced fervid opposi-
tion to the legalization measure
being pushed by Delegate Curt
Anderson, D-Baltimore, which
would regulate and tax mari-
juana like alcohol.

The proposal, which is await-
ing a vote in committee on the
Senate side, would make it legal
for Marylanders to possess as
much as an ounce of marijuana
and own as many as six mari-
juana plants.

Anderson and supporters
said that government regulation

of marijuana would take power
away from drug dealers and
weaken organized crime. It
would also do a better job of
restricting underage residents’
access to the drug and ensuring
that people aren’t exposed to a
product that may be laced with
more dangerous substances.

But some law enforcement of-
ficials refuted those notions and
warned of unintended conse-
quences that may prove harmful.

“You can rest assured, if
[marijuana is] legalized in the
state of Maryland, there will be
… a black market for those
Mexican cartel members, who
now dominate the industry here
in the United States,” Lewis
said. “We will never stop the
Mexican cartel. We would do
nothing but open up the flood-
gates if it’s legalized in the state
of Maryland.”

Lt. Tom Woodward of the
Maryland State Police urged
lawmakers to consider that

marijuana legalization could
lead to a potential increase in
impaired driving.

“How many people are going
to get injured or killed out our
roadways because we can’t ef-
fectively deal with the increased

presence of marijuana on our
roadways?” Woodward said.

Opponents also argued that
a change in the law might hin-
der the ability of officers to
conduct important searches on
the basis of marijuana odor.

Law Enforcement from A1

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY MEGAN BROCKETT
Danielle Trombetti and Brent Daniels show support for legal-
izing marijuana at a rally in Annapolis on Thursday.

Brown said in a statement.
Brown did not grant a request
for an interview.

As lieutenant governor, he is
part of an administration that
adopted the Greenhouse Gas Re-
duction Act and the Maryland
Offshore Wind Energy Act,
which added offshore wind en-
ergy to the state’s renewable en-
ergy portfolio standard, a pro-
gram that determines how much
of the state’s energy is generated
by different sources.

“To meet our objective, we
will work together across the
public and private sectors, to
grow our clean and renewable
energy sector, support the devel-
opment of wind power, improve
public transportation, and protect
our natural lands,” Brown said
in a statement.

The O’Malley-Brown admin-
istration also participated in the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initia-
tive and set goals for increasing
the percentage that renewable en-
ergy sources represent in the
state’s energy generation portfo-
lio to 20 percent by 2022 — in-
cluding 2 percent of the state’s
energy from solar facilities.

“As Governor, I’ll make sure
that, together, we achieve our

shared goals of countering climate
change,” he said in the statement.

Attorney General Doug Gansler
Gansler said the environment

has always been his top priority
as the state’s attorney general
and he has “clearly” been the
state’s most aggressive attorney
general on environmental issues.

Gansler said he wants to im-
prove air quality and increase the
amount of state-produced energy
coming from renewable sources.
He testified in favor of the Re-
newable Energy Portfolio Stan-
dards bill, which would require
electricity suppliers in the state
to produce an increasing percent-
age of the state’s power from re-
newable energy sources.

He said he also wants to use
chicken manure as a renewable re-
source; 500 million pounds of ma-
nure could be burned to produce
55 megawatts of power, he said.

“The problem with that, of
course, is it’s another smokestack
and could arguably contribute to
air quality problems,” he said.
“Although it would have to have
been compliant with the Mary-
land Clean Air Act, which is the
most stringent in the country.”

Gansler said he hopes other
states will follow Maryland’s
lead on greenhouse gas emission

reduction and prioritization of
renewable energy sources.

“We shouldn’t be polluting
the air, we shouldn’t pollute the
water; we don’t own the Chesa-
peake Bay, we don’t own the
air,” Gansler said.

Delegate Heather Mizeur, 
D-Montgomery

Mizeur said she would take
further steps to fight climate
change and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

“Maryland’s environment is
interconnected with every piece
of our lives. … Maryland’s next
governor is going to face an ar-
ray of tough decisions in the
coming years,” she said.

Like Gansler, Mizeur sup-
ports the Renewable Energy
Portfolio Standards bill, which
would require the state to pro-
duce 40 percent of energy from
renewable sources by 2025.

Mizeur also opposes the pro-
posed Cove Point natural gas ex-
port facility, because it would
hurt state efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

The state has to build al-
liances with other states to pre-
vent a facility like Cove Point
from being built outside the state
as well, she said, because sea
level rise in this state will be af-

fected by other states’ environ-
mental decisions.

She also wants to replace old
wood-burning stoves with Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency-cer-
tified biomass stoves. These stoves,
which leave a smaller carbon im-
print, present an opportunity for
middle- and lower-income resi-
dents to burn wood or even corn as
a cheaper way to generate energy
than installing solar panels or ge-
othermal heating systems, she said.

However, Mizeur said she sup-
ports legislation that would reclas-
sify black liquor, a byproduct of
papermaking that can be burned
as an energy source, to not be con-
sidered a renewable energy source
because it is not clean and would
emit greenhouse gases. She is also
against reclassification of trash in-
cineration as a renewable source
for the same reason.

“The environmental commu-
nity knows which candidate has
had its back all these years and
which ones haven’t,” Mizeur
said, noting that she has been en-
dorsed by the Sierra Club, an en-
vironmental advocacy group.
“And I’m excited to have the op-
portunity to make Maryland a
true leader in fighting climate
change, creating clean energy
jobs, and cleaning and protecting
our natural resources.”

Candidates from A1



Wanted To Purchase Antiques & Fine
Art, 1 item Or Entire Estate Or Col-
lection, Gold, Silver, Coins, Jewelry,
Toys, Oriental Glass, China, Lamps,
Textiles, Paintings, Prints almost any-
thing old Evergreen Auctions 973-
818-1100. Email evergreenauc-
tion@hotmail.com

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS, RV'S.
LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY.
Your donation helps local families
with food, clothing, shelter, counsel-
ing. Tax deductible. MVA License
#W1044. 410-636-0123 or
www.LutheranMissionSociety.org

Place your ad today in both The Balti-
more Sun and The Washington Post
newspapers, along with 10 other daily
newspapers five days per week.  For
just pennies on the dollar reach 2.5
million readers through the Daily Clas-
sified Connection Network in 3 states:
CALL TODAY; SPACE is VERY
LIMITED; CALL 1-855-721-6332 x
6 or email wsmith@mddcpress.com
or visit our website at www.mddc-
press.com

Drive traffic to your business and
reach 4.1 million readers with just
one phone call & one bill. See your
business ad in 104 newspapers in
Maryland, Delaware and the District
of Columbia for just $495.00 per ad
placement. The value of newspapers
advertising HAS NEVER BEEN
STRONGER … call 1-855-721-6332
x 6 today to place your ad before 4.1
million readers. Email Wanda Smith
@ wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit
our website at www.mddcpress.com.

Want a larger footprint in the market-
place consider advertising in the
MDDC Display 2x2 or 2x4 Advertis-
ing Network. Reach 3.6 million read-
ers every week by placing your ad in
82 newspapers in Maryland, Delaware
and the District of Columbia. With just
one phone call, your business and/or
product will be seen by 3.6 million
readers HURRY … space is limited,
CALL TODAY!! Call 1-855-721-
6332 x 6 or email wsmith@mddc-
press.com or visit our website at
www.mddcpress.com 

Drive traffic to your business and
reach 4.1 million readers with just
one phone call & one bill. See your
business ad in 104 newspapers in
Maryland, Delaware and the District
of Columbia for just $495.00 per ad
placement. The value of newspapers
advertising HAS NEVER BEEN
STRONGER … call 1-855-721-6332
x 6 today to place your ad before 4.1
million readers. Email Wanda Smith
@ wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit
our website at www.mddcpress.com.

Place your ad today in the area’s pre-
mier newspapers, The Baltimore Sun
and The Washington Post newspapers,
along with 10 other daily newspapers
five days per week.  Reach 2.5 million
readers with your ad placement in
every daily newspaper in Maryland,
Delaware and the District of Columbia.
For just pennies on the dollar reach 2.5
million readers through the MDDC’s
Daily Classified Connection Network.
Maximize your advertising dollars and
reach the strongest demographics in
the region. Take advantage of this op-
portunity today! CALL 1-855-721-
6332 x 6; SPACE is VERY LIMITED;
email wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit
our website at www.mddcpress.com

VETERANS! Take full advantage
of your Educational training bene-
fits! GI Bill covers COMPUTER
& MEDICAL TRAINING! Call
CTI for Free Benefit Analysis to-
day! 1-888-407-7173

FOREMEN to lead utility field
crews. Outdoor physical work, many
positions, paid training, $20/hr. plus
weekly performance bonuses after
promotion, living allowance when
traveling, company truck and bene-
fits. Must have strong leadership
skills, good driving history, and be
able to travel in NE States. Email re-
sume to Recruiter4@osmose.com or
apply online at www.OsmoseUtili-
ties.com EOE M/F/D/V

EARN $500. A-DAY: Insurance
Agents Needed; Leads, No Cold
Calls; Commissions Paid Daily; Life-
time Renewals; Complete Training;
Health & Dental Insurance; Life Li-
cense Required Call 1-888-713-6020

CDL-A Drivers: Looking for
Higher Pay? New Century is Hir-
ing Exp.Drivers, both Solo and
Team Operations. Competitive Pay
Package. Sign-On Incentive. Pets
Welcome! Call (888) 903-8863 or
apply online at www.drivenc-
trans.com

Individuals with good community/
school contacts wanted to place and
supervise 15 students from Spain
for short term program in July or
August in your own community.
Good additional income.  Email re-
sume or letter of interest to:
GLOBAL FRIENDSHIPS, INC.
FAX- 410-861-8144 EMAIL - 
jtarlow@globalfriendships.com

EARN $500. A-DAY: Insurance
Agents Needed; Leads, No Cold
Calls; Commissions Paid Daily; Life-
time Renewals; Complete Training;
Health & Dental Insurance; Life Li-
cense Required Call 1-888-713-6020

LAND BARGAIN. PUBLIC WA-
TER STATE RD FRONTAGE 8.16
AC - $37,215 Prime hardwood set-
ting with pristine mountain & val-
ley views. Ready to build, camp
or relax .

This parcel has everything you
need: utilities, PUBLIC ATER,
general warranty deed, all mineral
rights convey, new perc & easy ac-
cess. Close to charming country
town like Mayberry! Terrific fi-
nancing with little down. CALL
OWNER 1-800-888-1262, 7 days

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –
Get FAA approved Aviation Main-
tenance training. Housing and Fi-
nancial Aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-8974

Place a business card ad in the
Statewide Display 2x2 Advertising
Network - Reach 3.6 Million readers
with just one call, one bill and one ad
placement in 82 newspapers in Mary-
land, Delaware and DC TODAY! For
just $1450.00, Get the reach, Get the
results and for Just Pennies on the
Dollars Now … call 1-855-721-6332
x 6 or email wsmith@mddcpress.com

NURSING CAREERS begin here -
Get trained in months, not years.
Small classes, no waiting list. Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. Apply
now at Centura College Richmond
877-205-2052

TRACT 5. BE KING OF THE MTN!
12+/- ACRES only $54,900. BEST
VIEWS! NEAR RIVERFRONT
PARK. CLOSE TO DC Ready to use
level mountain top parcel with stately
hardwoods & fragrant mountain laurel
which will bloom in spring with breath-
taking pink & white flowers. Teeming
with wildlife! Only 100 miles west of
Beltway in charming country town
with terrific shopping, dining and med-
ical facilities. New perc, survey, ALL
MINERAL RIGHTS INCLUDED,
warranty deed. Best financing in area.
CALL NOW 1-800-888-1262.

Discover Delaware's Resort Living
without Resort Pricing!  Milder win-
ters & Low Taxes!  Gated Community
with amazing amenities!  New homes
mid $40's. Brochures available 1-866-
629-0770 or www.coolbranch.com

Want a larger footprint in the market-
place consider advertising in the
MDDC Display 2x2 or 2x4 Advertising
Network. Reach 3.6 million readers
every week by placing your ad in 82
newspapers in Maryland, Delaware and
the District of Columbia. With just one
phone call, your business and/or prod-
uct will be seen by 3.6 million readers
HURRY … space is limited, CALL
TODAY!! Call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or
email wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit
our website at www.mddcpress.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 D'Arcy Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

WORD OF GOD
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road Bladensburg, MD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old Marlboro Pike,
Upper Marlboro, MD

Church (301) 627-5088

Sunday School: (Children/Adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Kendrick D. Weaver, Pastor

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road Landover, MD

20785 (301) 773-6655
Sunday Biblical Institute: 

9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 

7:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

‘WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS

WITH JESUS’: 

12 noon (The Power Hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor
www.fbhp.org

BAPTISTBAPTIST

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes You Where Jesus
Christ Is Lord and King

Stephen L. Wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 Lakeland Road
College Park, MD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

Forest Heights Baptist Church
We exist to strengthen your relationship with God.

6371 Oxon Hill Road
Oxon Hill, Maryland 20745

Sunday School (Adults & Children) - 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service - 11:00 A.M.

Wed. Prayer Service & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.

Office (301) 839-1166
Fax   (301) 839-1721

E-mail: Office FHBC@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Waymond B. Duke

ˇˇˇˇˇ

Church Directory
Advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published
in our Directory.

%
Call Today! 

301-627-0900

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend

COUNTY
CHURCH DIRECTORY

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES BUSINESS SERVICES

EDUCATIONAL TRAINING

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

LOTS & ACREAGE

MISCELLANEOUS

MOUNTAIN PROPERTY

RESORT/BEACH PROPERTY

SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS

SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS: TRAINING
AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS

ative effects on the employment
of minimum-wage workers,
even during times of weak-
nesses in the labor market.” And
even if you don’t believe the
newest research is the most
valid, and look instead at all the
research combined, as the Con-
gressional Budget Office con-
servatively did in its February
18th report, CBO’s best esti-
mate was that this change would
reduce employment by 0.3 per-
cent. Should we really deny a
certain income boost to 24.5
million workers to spare a much
smaller number uncertain job
loss? Of course not. If Congress
is worried about uncertain job
losses from a minimum wage
increase, they could offset them
through complementary policies
like changes to the Earned In-
come Tax Credit, which boosts
employment among low- and
mid-income earners, or private
or public sector jobs programs.

Increasing the minimum
wage would give an immediate
pay raise to millions of workers
in America who are still waiting

for the country’s economic re-
covery to reach them. No one in
rich America should be working
full time and be forced to live
in poverty. That’s why nearly
three-quarters of Americans sup-
port raising the minimum wage,
including a majority of Democ-
rats, Republicans, and Independ-
ents. There is no reason for Con-
gress to continue to deny
hard-working Americans, many
of them parents, a long overdue
and needed pay raise. It’s long
past time to begin to make work
pay again.

Marian Wright Edelman is
President of the Children's De-
fense Fund whose Leave No
Child Behind® mission is to en-
sure every child a Healthy Start,
a Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start and a Moral Start in
life and successful passage to
adulthood with the help of car-
ing families and communities.
For more information go to
www.childrensdefense.org.

Mrs. Edelman's Child Watch
Column also appears each week
on The Huffington Post

Watch from A4

Drive traffic to your business and
reach 4.1 million readers with just
one phone call & one bill. See your
business ad in 104 newspapers in
Maryland, Delaware and the District
of Columbia for just $495.00 per ad
placement. The value of newspapers
advertising HAS NEVER BEEN
STRONGER....call 1-855-721-6332
x 6 today to place your ad before 4.1
million readers. Email Wanda Smith
@ wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit
our website at www.mddcpress.com

Place your 2x4 Ad in this network in
82 newspapers in Maryland,
Delaware and DC for just $2900.00.
Reach 3.6 million readers every week
with just one call, one bill and one
ad. Call 1-855-721-6336 x 6 to place
your ad or email wsmith@mddc-
press.com. Get the reach, the re-
sults...maximize your advertising
dollars TODAY!

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best
selection of affordable rentals. Full/
partial weeks. Call for FREE
brochure. Open daily. Holiday Real
Estate. 1-800-638-2102. Online
reservations: www.holidayoc.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME

HELP WANTED: SALES

SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS VACATION RENTALS

ADVERTISE! 
in 

The Prince
George’s Post
Call Brenda Boice

301 627 0900


