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Lt. Governor Brown Tours 
Pre-K Programs For Read
Across America Day
Anthony G. Brown highlighted the

importance of expanding high-quality
prekindergarten (pre-K) to more Mary-
land children by visiting pre-K pro-
grams in Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties where he toured the
facilities and read to pre-K students.
Community,  Page A3

The Value of the Department
of Health and Human Services
Decades of Data collecting
The program managers, researchers,

scientists and analysts at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
have been collecting data for decades
on the nation’s health, demographics,
social services, and scientific research.
.
Commentary, Page A4

Mikulski Calls for Kills
Switches on Cell Phones
The Smartphone Theft Prevention

Act that Mikulski is supporting would
require carriers to have a security fea-
ture on all cell phones that would al-
low victims of theft to deactivate the
device from a website and remove
personal information.

Business,  Page A5

Movie Review: “Ernest & Celistine”
Celestine is a young mouse who

lives in an orphanage where the care-
taker tells scary stories about the evil
nature of the bears that live in the outside
world. In her travels she encounters a
bear named Ernest who attempts to eat
her. When she convinces him not to and
leads the way to a cellar full of food, an
unlikely bond forms between the two. 
Out on the Town, Page A6

Earth Talk
Dear EarthTalk: 

Should those of us who care about our
health and the planet be concerned
about the new trend in genetic engi-
neering called synthetic biology?

— Chrissy Wilkins, 
Bern, NC

Features, Page A7

INSIDE

Annapolis, Md. – Maryland is
moving forward with new educa-
tion initiatives to further strengthen
teaching and learning statewide in
the nation’s top school system –
implementing higher standards,
better assessments and new teacher
and principal evaluation systems.
To ensure these important new ed-
ucation initiatives are successful,
the Maryland State Department of
Education (MSDE) presented a
plan to the State Board of Educa-
tion today to request an extension
of its implementation timeline from
the U.S. Department of Education.
“Over the last seven years, we

made the better choice to invest in
Maryland’s top-ranked schools,
and today, we continue our support
of educators and children by giving
them the time they need to get this
transition right,“ said Governor
O’Malley. “This waiver extension
would allow Maryland to complete
three important transitions – new
standards, assessments and evalu-
ations while being respectful of the
demands on students, teachers and
school leaders.”
The three-year process for im-

plementing the new Maryland Col-
lege and Career-Ready Standards,
developed from the Common Core
State Standards, began in 2010.
Maryland is piloting new assess-
ments using the online Partnership
for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC). The
state’s teachers and administrators
also are learning a new evaluation
system for improving teacher ef-
fectiveness and school leadership.
“Improving and ensuring fair

evaluations for teachers and prin-

cipals is perhaps the most difficult
and important stage of this pro-
gression. We want to do this work
well to accelerate student learning
and to support teachers and school
leaders during this transition, par-
ticularly as they learn to use these
new tools for professional
growth,” said State Superintendent
Lillian Lowery.
Through its previous federal

Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (ESEA) Flexibility re-
quest, MSDE obtained flexibility
to avoid double-testing and hold
schools harmless for one year
from federal accountability sanc-
tions when field testing new state
assessments for the 2013-2014
school year.
The ESEA waiver extension

application recognizes that school
year 2014-15 is the baseline year
for PARCC implementation and
data from the second test admin-
istration in school year 2015-16
would be available to use in eval-
uations in 2016-17.
"The majority of Superintend-

ents in Maryland support the lan-
guage of the proposed flexibility
waiver. We recognize that this is
a fluid and dynamic reform that
requires adequate time to refine
the processes and the products
that are being established for the
teacher/principal evaluation
models. The additional time will
help to ensure that the evaluation
systems are fair and valid meas-
ures designed to support effective
teacher/principal practices and
enhanced student learning." said
Dr. Michael J. Martirano, Super-
intendent in St. Mary's County
and President of the Public
School Superintendent Associa-
tion of Maryland.

Maryland Requests ESEA
Waiver Extension for
Teacher-Principal Evaluations

Lawmakers Target Greenhouse Gas
Reduction, Renewable Energy Costs

College Park – With six
years left until the state meets
its self-imposed deadline for
greenhouse gas reduction,
projections show the state 
will miss its target without
legislation to promote in-
creased use of renewable en-
ergy sources.
The state’s Greenhouse

Gas Reduction Act, passed in
2009, requires a 25 percent re-
duction in 2006 greenhouse
gas levels by 2020.
James McGarry, chief pol-

icy analyst for Chesapeake
Climate Action Network, said
the state has done a good job
of reducing emissions but will
need more from policy mak-
ers to meet the goal in time.
Under current state poli-

cies, the amount of green-
house gases in 2020 will be
about 16 percent lower than
2006 levels, according to state
estimates based on a 2011 in-
ventory of greenhouse gases.
Two bills in the General

Assembly could help the state
reach its target by 2020, Mc-
Garry said.
The Renewable Energy

Portfolio Standards bill,
HB1149, would require elec-
tricity suppliers in the state to
produce a high percentage of
the state’s power from renew-
able energy sources. Under
the bill, the percentage would
rise at a faster rate every year,
starting in 2017.
The bill would raise the

target for 2017 from 13.1 per-
cent from renewable sources
to 15.65 percent. The end goal

for 2025 would be 40 percent
from renewable sources, with
at least 4 percent of total en-
ergy use from solar power.
Prioritizing greenhouse gas

reduction can have positive
effects on the state economy,
McGarry said. Local compa-
nies get business by upgrad-
ing energy efficiency in
homes, and increased energy
efficiency lowers energy costs
for consumers. Also, the port-
folio standard bill would cre-
ate 3,700 jobs annually in
construction and related sup-
ply chain fields, he said.
Greenhouse gas reduction

is a process that reaches well
beyond just this state, and
McGarry said the state can 
be a national leader in demon-
strating how policies can 
have visible impacts on emis-
sions reduction.
“When you’re putting in-

vestments into a growing mar-
ket segment, you’re going to

get the jobs that are necessary
to build that and you’re also
positioning the state to be a
leader in this field that’s the
fastest-growing energy field
in the country,” he said.
“Somebody has to go out
there and actually do that.”
But Ariel Lager, director of

renewable energy services for
Customized Energy Solutions,
an energy services company,
told the House Economic
Matters committee Thursday
that the renewable portfolio
standard would result in
higher electricity costs for
state residents and businesses.
Another bill, HB747,

would remove subsidies going
to facilities that produce 
black liquor, a byproduct 
of wood pulp production 
that can be burned to produce
energy. In what McGarry

PHOTO:THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY COMMUNICATIONS
A display of 2,600 solar panels are displayed atop the Severn
building at the University of Maryland. Photo courtesy of the
University of Maryland Office of Sustainability Communications

By BRIAN COMPARE
Capital News Service

Annapolis – A bill that
would make it a crime to ma-
liciously post sexually explicit
images on the Internet without
the subject’s consent passed
unanimously through the
Maryland House of Delegates
Friday. The measure, known
as the “revenge porn” bill,
will now move forward to 
the Senate Judicial Proceed-
ings Committee.
“I call it the dark-side of

technology,” said Delegate Luiz
Simmons, D-Montgomery, who
co-sponsored the bill with Del-
egate Jon Cardin, D-Baltimore
County. The bill had 44 other
sponsors in the House.
“People break in phones or

computers and steal these pho-
tos, or have photos and under-
stand that they are private, and
post them to the Internet any-
ways,” said Simmons.
The bill would make mali-

ciously posting sexually ex-
plicit images on the Internet
without the subject’s consent a
misdemeanor punishable by up
to two years in jail and a
$5,000 fine.
Simmons said that people,

mostly women, are put into dif-
ficult situations when they are
threatened with the possibility
that their photos would be
posted online.
“The bill would deter cyber

criminals,” said Simmons, re-
ferring to people who threaten
others with posting sexually ex-
plicit photos online.
Sexually explicit photos are

often shared with an intimate
partner according to a legislative
analysis of the bill. The recipient
can post the photos online after
the relationship ends. Victims
can face difficulty pursuing
criminal charges because the
photos were shared willingly.
Annmarie Chiarini became a

victim of revenge porn when
her ex-boyfriend posted explicit
photos of her online to inten-
tionally harm her. Chiarini is
now an advocate for Cyber
Civil Rights Initiative, a non-
profit organization that raises
awareness about the issue of on-
line harassment.
“I could have lost my job,

my home, custody of my chil-
dren, but the person who did
this to me is still living his life,”
Chiarini testified last month,
according to the House Judici-
ary Committee video of the
hearing. The Towson woman is
a single mother who works at a
community college as an Eng-
lish professor.
Chiarini said when the inci-

dent happened, she received no
support from family or friends.
She even attempted suicide.

‘Revenge Porn’
Bill Passes
Through House,
Moves to Senate
By MELANIE BALAKIT
Capital News Service

Data Breaches Common
at Universities, Other
Educational Institutions

WASHINGTON – The re-
cent data breach at the Univer-
sity of Maryland is only one of
hundreds at educational insti-
tutions across the country over
the past few years.
The Identity Theft Resource

Center, a non-profit based in
California, said there were
more than 50 data breaches in
the educational sector just last
year involving names plus So-
cial Security numbers, driver’s
license numbers, medical
records, or a financial record or
credit card information. Those
included occurrences at K-12
schools, colleges and universi-
ties.
The breach of more than

300,000 University of Mary-
land staff, student and graduate
records is one of at least two
disclosed this month involving
Social Security numbers stolen
from a large university. At In-

diana University, the Social Se-
curity numbers and other per-
sonal data of 146,000 students
and graduates may have been
breached.
And this week, the Univer-

sity of Northern Iowa began in-
vestigating a possible data
breach after some employees
reported being the victims of
tax fraud.
“Universities tend to have a

more open information technol-
ogy architecture,” said Paul
Stephens, director of policy and
advocacy at the Privacy Rights
Clearinghouse. “You have var-
ious parties operating within the
system — you’ve got students,
you have teachers, you have
faculty, you have administra-
tion staff, and so on.”
Stephens emphasized that

the long retention periods for
student records is problematic
at many schools.

PRESS OFFICER
Office of the Governor

By ILANA SHULEVITZ
Capital News Service

See BREACH Page A6See REVENGE Page A3

See ENERGY Page A5

ANNAPOLIS – Republican
Sen. Richard Colburn of Dorch-
ester voted against Maryland’s re-
cently passed gas tax increase, but
now hopes some of the new
money will go to replacing the
Dover Bridge in his district.
The new taxes, initially ex-

pected to raise prices at the
pump by 4 cents a gallon this
July, might help to expand
funding for the rehabilitation
and replacement of Maryland’s
deteriorating bridges.
As of April, 87 of the 2,572

Maryland State Highway Ad-
ministration maintained bridges
were structurally deficient,
which doesn’t mean they are un-
safe, but that they have areas that
need to be repaired or replaced,
according to data from the State
Highway Administration.
Another 373 bridges main-

tained by the State Highway 
Administration are functionally
obsolete, which means they 

have lanes that are too narrow
or are otherwise not built to 
current standards, according 
to the 2012 National Bridge 
Inventory Database compiled 
by the Federal Highway 
Administration.
“It’s a major public safety

concern,” Colburn said of the
Dover Bridge, which is consid-

ered functionally obsolete be-
cause of its narrow lanes.
In 2011, 39 states had a higher

percentage of deficient bridges
than Maryland, according to a re-
port by the Transportation for
America Coalition, an organiza-

Some Hope New Gas Tax Will Help
Fix Deteriorating Bridges
By AMBER LARKINS
Capital News Service

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY AMBER LARKINS.

The Dover Bridge is an 80-year-old mechanical swing
bridge over the Choptank River that connects Talbot and
Caroline Counties.

See GAS TAX Page A7
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Neighborhood EventsIn and Around Morningside-Skyline
by Mary McHale 301 735 3451

Brandywine-Aquasco
by Ruth Turner 301 888 2153

Governor Martin O’Malley
today announced an exciting
new stewardship program to
help Marylanders who own
one to four acres of land con-
vert unused lawn to forest
cover at no cost. The Mary-
land Department of Natural
Resources Forest Service and
the Arbor Day Foundation
have partnered to launch Lawn
to Woodland, which will kick
off as a pilot in select central
counties this spring.
“Healthy forests are our

greatest defense when it comes
to improving air and water
quality, and reducing the
greenhouse gas emissions that
are disrupting our climate,”
said Governor O’Malley.  “Our
new Lawn to Woodland pro-
gram will provide landowners
with trees, tools and technical
assistance for planting and
maintaining a healthy tree
canopy that will support a myr-
iad of environmental, eco-
nomic and recreational benefits
for a smarter, greener, more
sustainable Maryland.”
The program will be pi-

loted this spring to eligible Ar-
bor Day Foundation members
in Baltimore, Carroll, Mont-
gomery and Howard counties,
because these areas contain the
most unused lawn. Later this
month, these landowners will
receive information by mail
about the many benefits of the
program and how to enroll.
The opportunity will be ex-
panded first to non-Arbor Day
Foundation members in these
counties, and later to eligible
landowners statewide in sub-
sequent planting seasons.
In addition to free trees, pro-

gram participants will receive
expert advice, planting and
monitoring assistance for their
new woodland from the DNR
Forest Service at no cost.  The
Maryland Department of Trans-
portation has provided $500,000
from its mitigation requirement
reserves to fund the launch.
“With the amount of turf

acreage in Maryland increas-
ing, this is the ideal time to
launch this program,” said
Steve Koehn, director of DNR
Forest Service. “By planting
trees, landowners can reduce
the time they spend mowing,
lower energy costs, and create
sound and visual buffers on
their property. I hope many
qualifying landowners will
take advantage of this oppor-
tunity that will benefit not just
their personal properties, but
the entire State.”
Lawn to Woodland sup-

ports Maryland’s Forest
Preservation Act of 2013, leg-
islation that ensures the State
maintains its current level of
tree cover � 40 percent. This
first of its kind legislation
signed into law by Governor
O’Malley last May, establishes
new and expanded reforesta-
tion incentives and tools to
help landowners and local
governments meet and surpass
the statewide goal. 
“Converting turf to trees in

rural and suburban areas can
make an enormous difference
in the quality of the land, the
water resources and the lives
of people in Maryland,” said
John Rosenow, chief executive
of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“Natural woodlands are a hall-
mark of the Maryland land-
scape and this innovative DNR
Forest Service program pro-
vides wonderful support for
people to take an active part in
preserving that heritage.”

In July 2013, Governor
O’Malley released Maryland’s
Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Act Plan to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions 25 percent by
2020. Under Governor O’-
Malley’s leadership, Mary-
land has become a national pi-
oneer in sustainability
practices.  Over the past four
years, citizens have planted
more than 100,000 trees
through his Marylanders Plant
Trees program, and Maryland
inmates have planted more
than one million trees on pub-
lic lands through the Forest
Brigade. All Maryland State
forests have also received dual
certification, recognizing the
State’s commitment to sus-
tainable forestry practices and
the green jobs the forest in-
dustry supports. It is initia-
tives and efforts such as these
that earned Governor O’Mal-
ley the Arbor Day Founda-
tion’s first ever Vision Award
in 2012. 
To qualify, citizens must

own one to four acres of land.
Landowners who would like
to learn more and join the pro-
gram when it becomes avail-
able in their area should visit
dnr.maryland.gov/forests or
call 888-448-7337.

Maryland Makes It Eight
Years In A Row As Number
One In Advanced
Placement Success
Maryland students have led

the nation in success on the
Advanced Placement (AP) ex-
ams for eight straight years,
according to a new report from
the College Board.
The percentage of Maryland

seniors who earned a score of 3
or higher on one or more AP ex-
ams reached 29.6 in 2013, the
highest percentage in the nation
and an increase over the 28.1
percent tallied in 2012, according
to the College Board’s “10th An-
nual AP Report to the Nation.”
A score of 3 or better is the
threshold at which many higher
education institutions award col-
lege credit for high school stu-
dents in an AP assessment. 
Connecticut is ranked sec-

ond in success, with 28.8 per-
cent of its seniors earning a 3
or higher, followed by Vir-
ginia, with 28.3 percent.
The College Board said that

Maryland “has led the nation in
improving student access and
supporting student performance
in AP.” The percentage of Mary-
land graduates scoring a 3 or
higher on an AP test has in-
creased nearly 12 percent points
from 17.7 percent in 2003.
"Strengthening and growing

the middle class is the North
Star of everything we do as an
Administration. And because
there is no greater ladder to op-
portunity than education, we've
made the better choice to invest
in our children -- today’s results
are another indication that our
choices are paying off," said
Governor Martin O'Malley.
"The AP program offers one of
the most important pathways to
a better future, and we are com-
mitted to preparing our students
for college and career success
globally. Our hardworking stu-
dents, dedicated educators, and
outstanding parents deserve our
congratulations and support." 
Trevor Packer, the College

Board’s senior vice president
who leads the Advanced
Placement program, said that
Maryland’s number one rank-
ing is clearly a team effort.

“The state’s legislators and
educators are obviously deeply
committed to broadening AP
access while increasing AP
Exam performance,” Packer
said. “We congratulate Mary-
land on their successes and en-
courage them as they move for-
ward to ensure that all students
have the same opportunity to
reach their full potential.”
The percentage of Maryland

graduates taking an AP exam
has nearly doubled over the
past decade. In 2003, 25.7 per-
cent of Maryland graduates
had taken at least one AP exam
during their high school career.
By 2013, nearly half of all
graduates had taken one of the
rigorous exams—47.4 percent.
Only the District of Columbia
(55.7 percent) and Florida
(53.1 percent) had a higher
rate of participation. 
"Maryland schools are fo-

cused on preparing our graduates
for higher education or career,
and the AP program provides
students with a strong foundation
upon which to build,” said State
Superintendent of Schools Lil-
lian Lowery. “Our students con-
tinue to make steady progress,
but there is plenty of room for
improvement. We must eliminate
gaps in achievement between
student subgroups, making cer-
tain all of our students have the
best opportunities.”
“The 10th Annual Advanced

Placement Report to the Na-
tion,” the College Board’s analy-
sis of the college-level assess-
ment program, gives many high
marks to efforts taking place in
Maryland schools. For example:

• Maryland has seen a big
increase in the percentage of
Black/African American stu-
dents having success on the AP
assessments, as 11.7 percent of
students receiving a grade of 3
or better in Maryland were
Black/African American. That
percentage ranks third to Mis-
sissippi (13.6) and Louisiana
(12.2) among states in the na-
tion. The percentage of
Black/African American test
takers is also increasing.

• Hispanic students in Mary-
land continue to perform well
on the AP exams. Hispanics ac-
counted for 9.3 percent of the
Maryland graduating class last
year, and 8.8 percent of the sen-
iors who scored 3 or higher on
the AP exam were Hispanic.

• In raw numbers, there were
13,315 Maryland students who
took an AP exam in high school
in 2003, and 9,184 received a 3
or better. By last year, 27,370
students took an AP exam, and
17,111 scored a 3 or better.

The College Board’s Ad-
vanced Placement Program,
which began in 1955, allows
students to pursue college-level
studies while still in high
school. Students of different in-
terests and backgrounds can
choose from more than 30
courses to demonstrate their
knowledge of rigorous aca-
demic curriculum. Complete re-
sults are available at http://apre-
port.collegeboard.org.

AFTER –SCHOOL 
BIKE RODEO
Attend the After-School

Bike Rodeo for ages 6-12 on
Thursday, May 22 at Baden
Community Center from 4:00
PM-5:00 PM. Learn how to
keep your bike in good shape.
Practice rules of the road on
the riding course and receive
giveaways.  Please register by
May 16.   Space is limited to
the first 40 registrants. The
Center is located at 13601
Baden-Westwood Road
Brandywine, Maryland 20613.
Please call 301-888-1500: TTY
301-203-6030 to register.

WAKE UP UPPER
MARLBORO
Saturday, May 31 at 9:00

AM come take a nice stroll
through the historic town of
Upper Marlboro, Maryland.
The walk will start at Upper
Marlboro Community Center
and walk through the business
district. Ages 8 and up can
participate. Please register by
May 17. The Center is located
at 5400 Marlboro Race Track
Road Upper Marlboro Mary-
land 20772. Telephone num-
ber is 301-627-2828; TTY
301-203-6030.

COMMUNITY DANCE
Attention all Dancers and

Non-Dancers. St. Philip’s
Church will be having Fun Night
with Line and Hand Dancing.
The Community Dance will be
on Friday March 21, 2014 from
7:00-9:00 PM at St. Philip’s
Church, Baden Parish Fellow-
ship. The address is 13801
Baden Westwood Road, Brandy-
wine, Maryland, 20613-8426.
Admission is $2.00. Come out
and get in the groove with the
latest dances and have some fun. 

PRINCE GEORGES
COUNTY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS 
Elementary Solo and Ensem-

ble Festival (Instrumental) is be-
ing held at Kenmoor Middle
School Saturday April 5, 2014
from 8:00 AM-4PM. The ad-
dress is 2500 Kenmoor Drive,
Landover, Maryland 20785.
Grades 4 through 6 will be par-
ticipating. For more information,
please call 301-333-0963.

ANNUAL DINNER
St. Philip’s Church, Baden

Parish Annual Dinner will be on
Saturday, April 12, 2014 1200
noon until all dinners are sold.
Pre-orders are accepted and ap-

preciated. Chick Dinner cost
$11.00, Barbeque Spare Ribs
Dinner- $13.00, Fish Dinner
$13.00, Pig Feet Dinner $13.00.
Combination Dinner (any two
(2) meats cost $18.00. All din-
ners include potato salad, sweet
potatoes, green beans, cake and
bread.  Benefit: Philip’s Church,
Baden Parish. The address is
13801 Baden Westwood Road
Brandywine, Maryland 20613-
8426.  Telephone number is
(301) 888-1536.

JOHN ISABELLE 
ACRES FARM, INC
John Isabelle Acres Farm,

Inc. in Brandywine, Maryland
has hay for sale.  Contact Frank
Deville, Manager for reasonable
priced quality hay for horses,
cows and goats at 301-466-8360.

CLEARWATER 
NATURE CENTER
Attractions at Clearwater Na-

ture Center include the Natural
Treasures exhibit hall. You will
be able to watch fish and turtles
swim in the large indoor pool.
Natural hiking trails allow visi-
tors to explore the fauna and
flora of Prince George’s County.
Call for more information 301-
297-4575; TTY 301-699-2544.

Longtime Morningsider
welcomes great-
great-grandchild
Ruth Sanford, one of Morn-

ingside’s founding residents,
called with the good news that
she has a great-great-grand-
daughter, Sophia Grace Shives,
born Feb. 13 to Megan and
Cory Shives of Hagerstown.
Little Sophia is the grand-
daughter of Teresa and the late
Craig Crowl, the great-grand-
daughter of Ruth’s daughter
Margie and John Crowl, and
now the first great-great grand-
child for Ruth. 
Ruth has lived on Allies Road

in Morningside since 1947,
which is two years before Morn-
ingside became a municipality.
In other family news, she

told me that her daughter Janet
and her husband John Hem-
ming, of Herndon, Va., are in a
time-share in Aruba., due back
March 15.

Neighbors
Dwight Holloway, Skyline’s

favorite VIP, has been released
from rehab and came home to
Maria Avenue to a feast pre-
pared by one of his attending
heath aides. He called me to re-
port that he’s home and that his
wife Ruby is also home after
being hospitalized. The Hol-
loways, both in their 90s, have
been very active members of
the Skyline community.
Stephen Manning called

from Amissville, Va., to say
that he still reads my column
in The Enquirer-Gazette. He is
retired as Deputy Clerk of the
Court in Upper Marlboro. He
was also Court historian and
used to write a column for the
Enquirer-Gazette. 
Jody Nyers emailed that her

mother-in-law, Bernadette Ny-
ers, formerly of Suitland and
Upper Marlboro, recently moved
to Conway, S.C., to be near son
Larry and Jody. 
Larry Nyers, who graduated

from Suitland High in 1973, is
retired from the Census Bureau.
And, by the way, his wife Jody
graduated from Central in ’74.

Class, club and grief support
Oxon Hill crochet class has a

professional instructor who

teaches teens and adults how to
crochet and knit. Classes are
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. and
Saturdays at noon, at the Oxon
Hill Library, 6200 Oxon Hill
Road. Information: 301-839-
2400. And it’s free!

District Heights chess club
meets at Spauldings Library,
5811 Old Silver Hill Road, Tues-
days at 7 p.m. Learn to play or
improve skills.  Free!  Informa-
tion: 301-817-3750.
Grief Support Group is for

those age 18 and older who are
grieving the death of a loved
one. It’s at the Chesapeake
Life Center, 9500 Arena Dr.,
Suite 240, in Largo. Free, but
registration required. Phone
410-987-2129. 

Changing landscape
County Executive Rushern

Baker, and Lt. Governor An-
thony G. Brown were among
the dignitaries who met for rib-
bon-cutting and a press confer-
ence announcing the opening
of the Global Vision Commu-
nity Health Center in Capitol
Heights on March 6.  his is the
first of five Health Enterprise
Zones set to open in the
County and will provide pri-
mary care to infants, children
and adults.
Let’s R.O.C.K. Outreach

Ministries has opened at 6701
Suitland Road, in Morning-
side.  Their mission: “Reach-
ing our community and kids,
family by family.” Sunday
School is 9:30 to 10:45 a. m,:
Sunday Service, 11 a.m. Rev.
Floyd O. Durham and Apostle
Deborah L. Durham are the
ministers. For information,
call 301-735-6865.

May they rest in peace
Kenneth John Oliver, 67, a

1964 graduate of Suitland High
School, died Dec. 11. During
his high schools years he loved
classic cars. He entered a
model-car magazine contest
which featured his design,
“The Four-Eyed Vicky,” on the
front cover.  He served with the
Army in Vietnam, was injured
in battle and awarded the Pur-
ple Heart. He graduated from
what is now Excelsior College,
in New York, and received his

master’s from the University
of Virginia. He retired in 2012
from the Department of Navy/
Marine Corps at Quantico. In
recent years he lived in Wood-
bridge, Va.  Survivors include
his wife of 36 years, Mary
Bonita “Bonnie” McCarthy
Oliver; parents, Robert and
Rita Oliver; brother Michael
and sister Cathy. 
Maurice Paul Lucchesi, 95,

longtime District Heights res-
ident and member of Mount
Calvary Church, died Jan. 1.
A son of Italian immigrants,
he was born in Washington,
graduated from McKinley
Technical High School, and
helped run his family’s deli on
Florida Avenue. He closed it
down after being shot in a
1965 robbery.  With training
through a U.S. government
program, he reinvented him-
self as a computer program-
mer, retiring in 1987 after 20
years at the Census Bureau.
His wife of 56 years, Corine,
died in 2009.  Survivors in-
clude sons Michael, Steve and
Rob; six grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. 

Milestones
Happy birthday to my Texas

daughter Therese Gallegos and
to Belinda Benavidaz, March
14; Jacob Thompson, Jose
Gryskewicz and Jonathan
Capps, March 15; Constance
Bennett and my great-grand-
son Riley McHale, March 16;
Sharon Ryan, Helene
Williams, Judy Bornman and
Alysha Perez, March 18;
Kristopher Calhoun and Au-
drey Pridgen, March 19.

Happy 
St. Patrick’s day

to the Irish 
who read my column!

Governor O’Malley Announces New Tree
Program for Maryland Landowners

 NEIGHBORS
Towns and

PHOTO: BY AVI BENDER
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COMMUNITY
Practical Money Skills

By Jason Alderman

Money-Saving Tips 
for Seniors
We all love a good bar-

gain, no matter what our age.
But if you're a senior citizen
on a fixed income, finding
discounted goods and serv-
ices can mean the difference
between making ends meet
and going without.
The good news is that tons

of senior discounts are avail-
able – often for people as
young as 50. One caveat right
up front: Although many senior discounts are substantial,
you sometimes can find better bargains – especially on travel-
related expenses like airfare, hotels and rental cars. So always
do your research first before requesting the senior rate.
Here's a roundup of some of the best senior discounts 

I've found:
An AARP membership costs only $16 a year for anyone

over age 50, including free membership for spouses or part-
ners (www.aarp.org). AARP's discounts website features
discounts on dozens of products and services including
rental cars, hotels, restaurants, clothing and department
store chains. AARP also offers an inexpensive driver safety
course for drivers over 50 (members and nonmembers alike)
that can lower auto insurance premiums by up to 10 percent
or more.
Popular AARP discounts include:

o 20 percent discount on installation or upgrades to ADT
home security systems.

o 45 percent off membership to Angie's List.

o 20 percent off purchases from 1-800-FLOWERS.com.

o Up to 25 percent off car rentals from Avis and Budget.

o Up to 20 percent discount at many hotel chains including
Hyatt, Hilton, Wyndham, Best Western, Days Inn and Ramada,
among others.

o 10 to 20 percent off at many restaurant chains, including
Claim Jumper, Denny's and Outback Steakhouse.

o 15 percent off many Geek Squad services from Best Buy.

o A free 45-minute consultation with an Allstate Legal
Services Network attorney, as well as 20 percent off member
attorneys' fees.
A quick Google search will uncover numerous other sen-

ior discount resources. One popular site is
SeniorDiscounts.com, an online directory of more than
220,000 U.S. business locations that offer discounts to people
over 50. Registration is free, although they also offer a
$12.95/year premium that offers members-only discounts
and other perks. Other good sites include Brad's Deals,
Sciddy.com and Savvy Senior.
Other commonly available senior discounts include:

o A 15 percent discount on the lowest available rail fare on
most Amtrak trains for travelers over age 62.

o Greyhound offers a 5 percent discount on unrestricted
fares (over 62).

o Southwest Airlines offers senior fares (over 65). Al-
though not necessarily their lowest available rates, Southwest's
senior fares are fully refundable.

o The U.S. Geologic Survey senior pass (over 62) provides
free lifetime access to more than 2,000 government-managed
recreational sites (including national parks), as well as discounts
on camping and other amenities. Senior passes cost $10 in per-
son or $20 by mail (http://store.usgs.gov/pass/senior.html).

o Verizon Wireless offers discounted mobile phone service
for subscribers over 65.

o Both Walgreens and Rite Aid offer monthly senior dis-
count days for members of their rewards programs when most
non-prescription items are 15 to 20 percent off. Ask your
neighborhood pharmacy if they offer similar programs.

In addition, many restaurants, department stores, movie
theaters, museums, theme parks, banks, credit card issuers,
utilities (including gas and electric, water, garbage, telephone
and cable) and other businesses offer special discounts or
promotions for seniors. Always ask before your purchase is
rung up.

Bottom line: Abundant resources are available to help
seniors save money on purchases large and small. You just
have to do a little research – and ask whether senior discounts
are available. Remember, 10 percent here and 20 percent
there can really add up.

Lt. Governor Brown Tours Pre-K Programs
For Read Across America Day
ANNAPOLIS, Md. Lt. Gov-

ernor Anthony G. Brown high-
lighted the importance of expand-
ing high-quality prekindergarten
(pre-K) to more Maryland chil-
dren by visiting pre-K programs
in Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties where he
toured the facilities and read to
pre-K students. The Lt. Governor
was joined by State Superintend-
ent of Schools Dr. Lillian Lowery
and other state and local officials
for the visits, which coincided
with Read Across America Day.
“Our children’s futures start

in our classrooms, and investing
in high-quality pre-k is an im-
portant part of giving all of our
children the opportunity to learn,
grow, and reach her or his po-
tential,” said Lt. Governor
Brown. “In programs like Cen-
troNia and the Greenbelt Chil-
dren’s Center, we’re laying the
foundation on which all of our
efforts in education are based,
and building a brighter future for
all of Maryland’s children.”
During this year’s legislative

session, Lt. Governor Brown is
leading efforts to pass the
Prekindergarten Expansion Act
of 2014 (SB 332/HB 297). This
Administration bill will build on
the State’s existing pre-K system
and expand the number of pre-
K slots available to include
Maryland children whose fami-
lies make up to 300 percent of
the Federal Poverty Guidelines.
The bill represents the first step
toward expanding pre-kinder-
garten to all Maryland children
by establishing a competitive
Pre-Kindergarten Expansion
Grant Program and Fund
through which local school sys-
tems and local providers can ap-
ply to expand and enhance ex-
isting pre-kindergarten programs
and establish highly effective
Judy Centers. The proposed
FY15 budget invests $4.3 mil-

lion to fund the Program, which
is expected to support half-day
or full-day pre-kindergarten pro-
grams for approximately 1,600
children across the state.
“Research shows that chil-

dren who are reading on grade
level by third grade are less
likely to dropout and graduate
at higher levels, particularly
among students living in
poverty,” said State Superin-
tendent of Schools Lillian M.
Lowery. “However, if children
fall behind early, it becomes in-
creasingly more difficult to
catch up. The achievement gap
often walks through the doors
of our schools in kindergarten.
If we can provide children with
strong early learning programs,
we can significantly improve a
child's chances for success in
the future. We all benefit from
this investment.”
The Lt. Governor visited two

sites that are part of the Mary-
land Preschool for All pilot pro-
gram, which includes a total of
13 sites around the state. Cen-
troNia in Takoma Park and the
Greenbelt Children’s Center are
both community-based nonprofit
early childhood education pro-
grams that receive funding from
the State’s Judith P. Hoyer Early
Care and Education Enhance-
ment Preschool Services Grant
which supports the Preschool for
All pilot program.
As highlighted in the 2013

program report, through a col-
laborative partnership with
Montgomery County Public
Schools (MCPS), CentroNía, lo-
cated in Takoma Park, provides
access to a full-day, high quality
pre-K program for twenty chil-
dren who will transition into sur-
rounding kindergarten programs
in both Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties. The program
creates a dynamic environment
promoting children’s develop-
ment in all areas, particularly for
low-income and English Lan-
guage Learners.

"For the past 5 years Cen-
troNía, with the support of
MSDE has been able to provide
high quality bilingual PreK serv-
ices to over 100 children,” said
Renata Claros, Senior Director
of Early Childhood Education,
CentroNia. “With the goal of
transitioning to Kindergarten
ready to learn, collaboration with
school systems and parent en-
gagement are critical compo-
nents to the success of our pro-
gram. We support the
Administration’s proposed pre-
K expansion that will create ad-
ditional pre-K opportunities that
meet the diverse needs of Mary-
land children and their families."
The 2013 report also de-

scribes the collaborative efforts
of Prince George’s County Pub-
lic Schools and the Greenbelt
Children’s Center, which have
resulted in a successful partner-
ship operating a prekindergarten
service to low income children
and their families in the Green-
belt community. The partnership
has allowed PGCPS to serve an
additional 20 children full-day
and year round in an accredited
prekindergarten program.
“Child care and public

schools can work beautifully to-
gether to expand pre-k to more
children,” said Flora Gee, Di-

rector, Greenbelt Children’s
Center. “MSDE has been sup-
porting this collaboration at our
program for fourteen years, and
by passing the Pre-K expansion
bill this year, we can see these
kind of partnerships continue to
develop throughout the state.
This legislation takes an impor-
tant step toward ensuring that
more of Maryland’s younger
children can have a strong start
in education.”
Despite making more cuts to

state spending than any previ-
ous administration, Governor
O'Malley and Lt. Governor
Brown have chosen to protect
targeted investments in priori-
ties like education and job cre-
ation. The proposed FY2015
budget builds on Maryland’s #1
school ranking and paves the
way to global competitiveness
for our children. It includes a
record $6.12 billion investment
in K-12 education, which is an
increase of 37 percent compared
to FY2007. In addition to the
$4.3 million for additional Pre-
K opportunities, the Adminis-
tration will invest $289 million
for the Public School Construc-
tion Program, bringing the O’-
Malley-Brown Administration’s
average annual investment to
the highest ever at $345 million.

PHOTO:EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Lt. Governor Anthony Brown visits Centronia Pre-K Program.

By PRESS OFFICER
Office of the Lt. Governor

It’s also difficult to pursue
criminal charges against web-
sites that publish sexually ex-
plicit photos without the sub-
ject’s consent. Under the federal
Communications Decency Act
of 1996, these websites are not
legally responsible for the con-
tent because they received it
from a third-party source, ac-
cording to the analysis of the bill.

“Posting an explicit photo is
like an eternal stigma,” said Sim-
mons. “Once the photo is out
there, it’s out there for the whole
world - there’s no effective way
to get them down,” he said.
If passed, Maryland would

become the third state to
specifically ban revenge
porn, following California
and New Jersey. Similar leg-
islation has been introduced
in at least three other states.

Revenge from A1

Unique Student-Run High School
Teaches Financial Literacy

IVERDALE PARK – The
Capital One Bank located in
Parkdale High School is not your
average bank: the students oper-
ate it.
Parkdale High School was

one of four schools chosen for
the Capital One student-run bank
branch, and the only one in
Maryland. It opened its doors in
October 2011.
The other three schools are

Theodore Roosevelt High
School in the Bronx, N.Y.; Thur-
good Marshall Academy in
Harlem, N.Y.; and West Side
High School in Newark, N.J.
The Parkdale bank is open to

students and faculty every Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday to
withdraw, make deposits and
open accounts.
Dale Skinner, area market

president for Capital One, said
every year students apply to the
program and go through a round
of rigorous interviews before the
final class of eight to 10 seniors
are chosen to operate the bank.
“We are looking at the stu-

dents to not only run the branch
entirely, but to teach their fellow
students about money manage-
ment skills such as savings and
budgeting,” Skinner said.
As a part of the class, the stu-

dents will provide peer lessons

to their fellow classmates of
Parkdale about identity theft,
wise use of credit and savings.
Ivan Diaz-Cruz, 18, student

teller, said being a part of the
program has been a life changing
experience.
“I use to be a kid who was-

n’t motivated, but this pro-
gram has switched me around
and done a 180 for me. People
in the program have helped
me and changed my mind. It
made me want to go to college
and be the best I can,” Diaz-
Cruz said.
Sitra Adem, 18, another stu-

dent teller, said she has become
more confident due in part to
working as a team.
Working with my team is

what I look forward to. I don’t
ever feel uneasy about work, 

I feel secure because I have 
a strong team behind me,”
Adem said.
In addition to learning the im-

portance of financial literacy, the
student tellers are also preparing
for college.
Susan Baudoin, class instruc-

tor, said in November, the class
took a trip to St. Michael’s Col-
lege in Vermont where several
of the students are interested 
in attending.
“The students visited St

Michael’s in order to experience
a college visit and to really see
what college life was about,”
Baudoin said.
Currently, all of the student

bankers have applied to at 
least one college and several
have already received accept-
ance letters.

By TAZEEN ASIYA
Capital News Service

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY NICOLE JONES.

Student Teller Joe McCulley and Student Bank Branch Leader
Jumoke Akinfe assist a student with opening an account at the
school-based branch of Capital One Bank.

ADVERTISE!
in

The Prince
George’s Post

Call Brenda Boice

301 627 0900



During this Black History
Month I was deeply honored to
be inducted into the South Car-
olina Hall of Fame at the same
time as Mrs. Septima Clark—the
woman Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. called the “Mother of the
Movement.” Readers familiar
with Brian Lanker’s marvelous
book I Dream a World: Portraits
of Black Women Who Changed
America will recognize Mrs.
Clark as the proud, strong, and
beautiful woman with silver
braids whose portrait graces the
front cover. Brian captured her in-
domitable spirit a few weeks be-
fore her death in 1987 at age 89
and called me with excitement
saying he knew after a very few
moments and a few shots that he
had found his cover. Throughout
much of her long life Mrs. Clark
was often at odds with South Car-
olina leaders and made other ene-
mies as she traveled throughout
the Deep South pioneering liter-
acy and citizenship education for
Black Americans. Yet her richly
deserved Hall of Fame induction
symbolizes just how far South
Carolina and the nation have
come—in part thanks to the work
of citizen heroines like Mrs. Clark.
Mrs. Clark was born in

Charleston in 1898, the second of
eight children born to a former
slave father and laundrywoman
mother. She graduated from Av-
ery Normal Institute in 1916 with
a teaching certificate, but because
the city of Charleston would not
hire Black teachers, she found a
job in a rural community on Johns
Island, South Carolina. The White
teacher in that community had
only three White students but was
paid $85 a month, while the Black
school had two teachers for 132
children and the two Black teach-
ers were paid a combined salary
of $60. It was the first of many
injustices throughout her long ca-
reer. But as time went on she
started speaking out even when
others around her would not. As
she put it simply years later:
“They were afraid, but I wasn’t.” 
In 1919 Mrs. Clark returned

to Charleston, where she volun-
teered for a NAACP petition ef-
fort that ultimately changed the
local law prohibiting Black
teachers. For the next several
decades she taught primarily in
Charleston and Columbia while
continuing her own education in
the summers—at Columbia Uni-
versity in New York; at Atlanta
University, where W.E.B.
DuBois was one of her profes-

sors; at Benedict College, where
she finally received a bachelor’s
degree; and at Hampton Institute;
where she earned her master’s.
She fought for equalization of
salaries for Black and White
teachers in South Carolina. After
Federal District Court Judge J.
Waties Waring, following the law
rather than White southern
mores, ordered equal pay for
teachers and also ruled that Black
citizens must be permitted to vote
in primary elections, he and his
wife and Septima became friends
and social pariahs in their com-
munities. But after forty years her
career as a South Carolina public
school teacher came to an abrupt
halt in 1956 when the state legis-
lature ruled that state employees
could not belong to the NAACP.
Mrs. Clark refused to resign or
lie about her membership, and
was dismissed.
Mrs. Clark signed her name

to a letter to 726 other Black
teachers asking them to protest
the law, but only 11 of them
agreed to attend a meeting with
her and the superintendent, and
on the day of the meeting only
four showed up. She later said
that effort was the big failure of
her life, and she believed it failed
because she tried to push the
other teachers into something
they weren’t ready for. The les-
son she learned was that people
needed to be trained first so that
they would be prepared to act—

and the trainings she went on to
develop helped shape the course
of the civil rights movement.
Mrs. Clark had already at-

tended several meetings at the
Highlander Folk School in Ten-
nessee, the legendary grassroots
education center devoted to so-
cial justice. In the summer of
1955 she led a workshop at High-
lander on developing leadership
whose participants included a
shy, quiet NAACP member from
Montgomery, Alabama, Mrs.
Rosa Parks. After Mrs. Clark was
fired from her teaching job in
1956, Highlander’s extraordinary
director, Myles Horton, invited
her to be Highlander’s full-time
director of workshops, where she
pioneered innovative programs
that combined literacy education
for adults with citizenship and
voter education. When the state
of Tennessee forced Highlander
to close in 1961 Mrs. Clark con-
tinued the same work as director
of education and teaching for the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC)’s new Citi-
zen Education Program. Her
workshops formed the basis for
the Citizenship School move-
ment she helped establish across
the South.
In addition to teaching basic

reading skills using familiar ma-
terials like the Sears catalog and
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Child Watch
by Marion Wright Edelman

Honoring Septima Clark

Marc Morial, President and CEO
National Urban League

One Thousand Data Sets and Counting

On November 23, 2012, Michael Dunn, a 47-
year-old white man, fired ten rounds into a parked
SUV after arguing over loud rap music coming
from the vehicle with Jordan and three other un-
armed African American teenagers inside.  Jordan
Davis was killed at the scene.  Like George Zim-
merman, Michael Dunn claimed self-defense and
used Florida’s “Stand Your Ground” law to bolster
his justification of the killing, as his lawyer stated
in his closing argument, "His honor will further
tell you that if Michael Dunn was in a public place
where he had a legal right to be, he had no duty to
retreat and had the right to stand his ground and
meet force with force, including deadly force."
Dunn claims Jordan Davis brandished a gun so
Dunn shot first.  But there is one big problem with
his story.  Jordan Davis had no gun and neither
did anyone else in the SUV. 
On Saturday night, a jury found Dunn guilty

of four counts, including three for the attempted
murders of Jordan’s three friends.  But they dead-
locked on the fifth count – first-degree murder in
the killing of Jordan.  Dunn may spend the rest of
his life in prison for the four lesser counts.  But
the failure to convict him of murdering Jordan
Davis raises critical questions about the devaluing
of the lives of young Black males in America and
confirms the need for a repeal of Florida’s repug-
nant Stand Your Ground law which sanctions the
use of deadly force by anyone who merely thinks
– or claims – they are in danger from a perceived
assailant.  Regardless of whether Dunn or Zim-
merman chose to fully exercise Stand Your Ground
provisions in their defense, this law was very
clearly at the center of both cases.  It is even
clearer that the “shoot first” laws across the coun-
try are contributing to needless bloodshed and are
ripe for unequal application based on race.
A recent Urban Institute analysis found that in

Stand Your Ground states, “When the shooter is
white and the victim is black, the justifiable homicide
rate is 34 percent. When the situation is reversed
and the shooter is black and the victim is white,

shootings are ruled to be justifiable in only slightly
more than 3 percent of cases.”  Last September, the
National Urban League, in collaboration with the
bipartisan Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition
and VoteVets, issued a report showing that in the 22
states with "Stand Your Ground" laws, the justifiable
homicide rate has risen by an average of 53 percent
in the five years following their passage.   In Florida,
justifiable homicides have increased by 200 percent
since the law took effect in 2005.
These statistics and their underlying racial dis-

parities, tell us that expansive self-defense laws
such as Stand Your Ground are doing more harm
than good, and when coupled with implicit racial
bias and unfounded preconceptions, young Black
males are especially at risk.  Dunn’s own bigoted
words in letters from jail clearly show his disregard
for their lives, as he wrote: “The jail is full of
blacks and they all act like thugs. This may sound
a bit radical but if more people would arm them-
selves and kill these (expletive) idiots when they're
threatening you, eventually they may take the hint
and change their behavior." and “The fear is that
we may get a predominantly black jury and there-
fore, unlikely to get a favorable verdict. Sad, but
that's where this country is still at. The good news
is that the surrounding counties are predominantly
white and republican and supporters of gun rights!"
This view and those like it are why we must com-
mit today to action against the devaluing of our
young Black lives.
Even as the Michael Dunn trial was getting un-

derway, we learned that Trayvon Martin’s killer,
George Zimmerman, had planned to capitalize on
the death of a young Black male by participating
in a “celebrity” boxing match – when his only
claim to fame is killing an unarmed Black teenager
– and getting off.   Such a blatant disregard for the
value of a Black male’s life should be a wake-up
call to all Americans.  We must intensify our fight
against Stand Your Ground laws – and the under-
lying mentality – that justify the killing of young
Black men whose only “offense” is being Black. 

SeeWATCH, Page A8

What the Dunn Verdict Says About
Our Culture – and the Value that We
Place on Young Black Males in America 

The program managers, researchers, scientists
and analysts at the Department of Health and Human
Services have been collecting data for decades on
the nation’s health, demographics, social services,
and scientific research. But what’s the value of all
that data if it isn’t used?
That’s why we launched the HHS Health Data

Initiative three years ago, a department-wide effort
to gather up and make our vast troves of data avail-
able – in one place online -- to private sector inno-
vators, researchers, and the public. In addition to
publishing new and existing data at HealthData.gov,
we’ve also focused on making the data easier to use
-- while rigorously protecting privacy. This is part
of the President’s government-wide Open Data ini-
tiative to promote efficiency, effectiveness, and trans-
parency. I’m pleased to announce that the initiative
recently hit a major milestone: cataloging the one-
thousandth data set on HealthData.gov.
These 1,000-plus data sets include data from the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services, the National In-
stitutes of Health, the Administration for Children
and Families, and other agencies. Additionally, nine
states have made their own data available, with more
the come.
Our goal has been to unleash the power of pri-

vate-sector innovators and entrepreneurs to use
HealthData.gov data to create applications, products,
and services that help consumers, care providers,
employers, local policymakers, and communities in
ways that no one organization could possibly imag-
ine. We’ve already seen some exciting examples of
how innovators can put accessible government data
to use in their efforts to improve health care quality,
guide individuals to available health care and social
services, and inform health policy:

• Project Tycho, a University of Pittsburgh ini-
tiative, has unlocked the data in CDC weekly re-
ports on contagious diseases going back to 1888.
One analysis of the data on eight diseases allowed
researchers to estimate that about 100 million
cases of illnesses had been prevented by immu-
nization efforts.
•Aidin, a small startup, is using data from CMS

on quality health facilities and nursing homes to
help provide patients with specific discharge guid-
ance about their options for post-acute care.
• iTriage, a mobile and web platform, uses HHS

health facility locator databases to help patients
make informed health decisions and find nearby
care providers.
Along with President Obama's Open Govern-

ment initiative, the Affordable Care Act authorizes
HHS to release new data resources that advance
transparency in the health care provider and in-
surance markets in significant ways. The law au-
thorizes CMS to evolve how it pays care providers,
shifting from quantity to quality of care.  This
shift is creating strong incentives for health care
providers to leverage data and technology to help
reduce errors, cut avoidable hospital readmissions,
improve care coordination, and engage patients in
new ways, while helping to restrain health care
cost growth.
The Affordable Care Act is also investing

in data collection and research that will help
us better understand and find solutions for
health disparities in different communities
across the country.
By encouraging transparency and market-

based innovation around health data, we are play-
ing to America’s strength to solve our most press-
ing problems.
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Sotterley Plantation
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Sotterley Plantation
Sotterley Plantation is the only Tidewater Plantation in Maryland open to the public that offers visitor activ-
ities and educational programs. Visitors can tour the early 18th-century mansion, an original slave cabin, a
customs warehouse, smokehouse, necessary and corn crib, as well as a formal Colonial Revival garden. The
property comprises 95 acres (380,000 m2) of rolling fields, gardens, and riverfront located at 44300 Sotterley
Lane, St. Hollywood, Maryland 301-373-2280. Hours of operation are 10 am to 4 pm Tuesday through Sat-
urday, 11:45 am to 4 pm on Sundays. Self guided tour day pass is $3, children under 6 are free. Visit us on
the web at: www.sotterley.com

Open to the Public

By Kathleen Sebelius, 
Secretary, Health and Human Services

of the United States
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BUSINESS
The American Counseling Association's
Counseling Corner

What To Do When
You Believe a Friend
Needs Your Help
We human beings are social creatures. We all have re-

lationships with many other people in our busy lives. The
relationships that matter most are those we have because
we want to have them. They are people we truly care
about, but that very act of caring can sometimes pose re-
lationship problems.
There may be times when we find something troubling

about how a friend is behaving. In such cases, we may struggle
over whether to share our opinion with this person out of
fear of jeopardizing the relationship, even when the "friend"
is a spouse or other close relative.
Is it possible to approach that person with our concerns

and to do it in a way that minimizes the chance of hurting
the relationship?
One way is to use a “caring confrontation,” a “one -

two” approach.
It starts by making sure you're in a private place and

that the conversation is only between the two of you. You
begin by describing the behavior that concerns you. You
want to be objective and offer facts, rather than simply
personal opinion. You might say something like, “I noticed
you seem short-tempered at work lately,” rather than “You
sure are getting crabby and I don’t like it.”
It also helps to make your description positive, rather

than negative and accusatory. Rather than saying “You
sure are depressed these days,” it’s just as easy to say,
“You don’t seem to be quite as happy now.”
The second part of this “one - two” approach is to ask

whether your friend agrees with your observation and to
offer an invitation to discuss it.
This “one - two” approach provides an invitation for

the friend to talk without positioning you as an authority
trying to “fix” the problem. You may find you’ve opened
up your friend’s eyes to something about which he or she
was unaware, or your friend may have an explanation to-
tally unrelated to your original thoughts.
If your friend does verify your concern, simply talking

out the problem may help. However, there may be serious
issues that would benefit from professional help. If you
think a professional counselor could assist, make that ob-
servation in a positive way.
Your goal is not to be confrontational, but to give your

friend the encouragement and support he or she needs to
get professional help and get on with a positive life.
"Counseling Corner" is provided by the American Coun-

seling Association. Comments and questions to ACA-
corner@counseling.org or visit the ACA website at
www.counseling.org

Bill Introduced for Law
Enforcement Officers Museum
WASHINGTON, DC – Congressman Steny H. Hoyer

(MD-5) and Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA) today introduced H.R.
4120, which would allow construction to proceed on the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers Museum by extending au-
thorization for the non-profit National Law Enforcement Of-
ficers Memorial Fund (NLEOMF).
In 2000, Congress passed the National Law Enforcement

Museum Act to authorize the building of a museum to honor
federal, state and local law enforcement officers who have
died in the line of duty.  An extension of this authorization
was passed in 2010 to continue construction after the original
bill’s authorization expired.  This bill would extend authori-
zation for the construction of this project by three years so
that the project can continue.
“The brave men and women who serve and protect our

communities put their lives on the line every day, and it is
our duty to honor and remember those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice,” said Congressman Hoyer.  “I’m pleased
to introduce this bipartisan legislation today, which will ensure
that we may do so by allowing construction of the National
Law Enforcement Officers Museum to proceed.  I thank Rep.
Wolf for working with me to introduce this bipartisan measure
and I urge Congress to take action as soon as possible so that
we may pay tribute to our fallen heroes."
“As the son of a police officer, I understand the danger

these brave men and women face every day.  I also am well
aware of the they sacrifices they make and the sacrifices their
families make.  They deserve to be honored,” said Rep. Wolf.
The National Law Enforcement Officers Museum will be

built next to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memo-
rial in Judiciary Square, which is operated and maintained
through a partnership between the NLEOMF and the National
Park Service.  The Memorial recognizes the almost 20,000
local, state, and federal law enforcement officers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice on the Memorial Walls.
Moving forward with the Museum would create more

than 325 construction jobs with an additional 40-50 jobs
once the Museum is open and operating.

Business Spotlight

LANDOVER - Maryland
Sen. Barbara Mikulski wants
to give control back to con-
sumers when it comes to pro-
tecting personal and financial
information stored on mobile
devices by requiring manufac-
turers to install a "kill switch"
that would render phones use-
less if stolen.
Mikulski announced legisla-

tion to that effect Thursday in
the wake of a surge in cell
phone thefts at Washington
Metro stations.
The Smartphone Theft Pre-

vention Act that Mikulski 
is supporting would require
carriers to have a security 
feature on all cell phones 
that would allow victims of
theft to deactivate the device
from a website and remove
personal information.
A similar measure is being

considered in the House that will
make tampering with the unique
identification number of a cell
phone a federal offense punish-
able by jail time.
"This is a new crime and it is

dangerous," Mikulski said.
"When they can go from cell
phone theft to identity theft you
have a big problem."

Metro Police Chief Ron
Pavlik said Metro has seen a 50
percent increase in cell phone
thefts in the past year. The top
10 Metro stations for cell phone
theft in 2013 were all located in
Washington, with Deanwood in
the lead with 35 thefts, followed
by Gallery Place with 30 and
Brookland with 28.
While not ranking in the top

10, two Metro stations in Mary-
land had a significant number of
thefts - Capitol Heights with 14
and West Hyattsville with 12.
Pavlik’s advice to Metro rid-

ers is to “get your head out of
your phone, keep it out of sight
as much as possible and when
using your device always main-
tain an awareness of what is go-
ing on around you.”
Mikulski’s appearance comes

on the heals of a data security
breach at the University of
Maryland on Tuesday in which
more that 300,000 personal
records of faculty, staff and stu-
dents were compromised.
Similar data breaches came

to light over the holidays when
both Target and Neiman Marcus
announced massive security
breaches that compromised the
personal data of millions of con-
sumers. The cyber attacks have
put pressure on legislators to
take action.

Cell phone thefts have risen
sharply across the country ac-
cording to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission. It is esti-
mated that nearly one-in-three
robberies in the nation involve
cell phone theft.
Thieves targeting smart-

phones not only get a high resale
value, but also a treasure trove
of personal and financial infor-
mation they can misuse to dis-
rupt the lives of their victims.
“It is estimated that in the

United States of America this is
a $30 billion dollar industry that
is four times the budget of the
FBI,” Mikulski said.

Apple has already started
making kill switches available on
its phones, and other companies
are working on similar plans. 
She said that more debate is

needed as we enter a “new age
of techno crime,” which includes
coming up with ways to protect
consumers and personal privacy
while following the Constitution.
She also emphasized the need to
work with the private sector, say-
ing that it will be in their interest
to have these reforms in place.
“I think there is an opportunity

for coalitions, common sense and
civility to move this legislation
forward,” Mikulski said.

Mikulski Calls for Kills Switches on Cell
Phones to Protect Consumers’ Data
By TAZEEN ASIYA
Capital News Service

CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE PHOTO BY TAZEEN ASIYA AHMAD.

Sen. Barbara Mikulski on Thursday announces legislation re-
quiring cell phone manufacturers to provide "kill switch"
technology to protect victims of cell phone theft.

Bipartisan Tax Relief measures Proposed in Maryland

Maryland residents could
see relief from the state income,
sales and estate taxes as the
General Assembly tackles
measures that propose lower
tax rates and raise estate tax ex-
emption thresholds.
State lawmakers are facing a

largely bipartisan effort to lower
some of these taxes in order to
keep Maryland’s residents, busi-
nesses and money in Maryland.
But Gov. Martin O’Malley, who
ultimately must sign any ap-
proved cuts into law, did not pro-
pose any sweeping tax changes
in his annual budget.
While the House Republican

Caucus is making a push to
lower taxes during the 2014 ses-
sion, the overall effort to de-
crease income and sales tax rates
has received support from both
sides of the aisle, with significant
Democratic support to raise the
estate tax threshold.
“I don’t think it’s a matter of

Democrats and Republicans,”
said Delegate Frank Turner, D-
Howard, who co-sponsors sev-
eral tax bills. “All bills have a
chance. We’re going to sit back
and we’re going to discuss it, and
… we’re going to see what is in
the best interest of the state.”
One measure, before the

House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, is the Republican-spon-
sored Income Tax Relief Act of
2014, which would gradually
reduce the state’s personal in-
come tax by 10 percent over
three years.

Primary bill sponsor Delegate
Andrew Serafini, R-Washington,
recently told the committee that
reducing the personal income tax
would make things better for
Maryland families, small busi-
nesses and the economy.
Serafini’s testimony —

which saw little testimony in op-
position — centered around the
idea that decreasing taxes allows
residents to keep the money they
earn, increases consumption,
drives the economy and leads to
more state revenue.
“We want consumption,” he

said. “That’s what drives our
economy for everybody.”
The committee also heard bi-

partisan legislation that proposes
a flat 3.5 percent income tax rate
to everyone whose annual in-
come exceeds $30,000. If
passed, Maryland would join the
other eight states that have a flat
income tax rate, ousting the cur-
rent law which follows an eight-
bracket system that taxes resi-
dents between 2 percent and 5.75
percent based on income.
Serafini, who is also this bill’s

primary sponsor, told the com-
mittee the legislation was pro-
posed to make income tax sim-
ple, transparent, fair, efficient
and stable.
In addition to measures that

would change personal tax rates,
legislators are also examining the
state’s corporate tax structure.
Since the end of January, the

Ways and Means and Senate
Budget and Taxation committees
have reviewed a total of six bills
— three proposed in both cham-
bers and an additional three in

the House — that propose to
lower the corporate income tax
rate, which currently stands at
8.25 percent, to rates varying be-
tween 4 percent and 7 percent.
Serafini, who sponsored leg-

islation to reduce the corporate
income tax rate to 4 percent, said
that the state’s corporate income
tax is relatively unlucrative, rais-
ing $872 million a year, which
represents only 3.2 percent of
Maryland’s total tax revenues.
But as the 14th-highest corporate
income tax rate in the country,
the tax makes Maryland far less
competitive in the business mar-
ket, he said.
Ben Wilterdink, a research

analyst for the Center for State
Fiscal Reform at the American
Legislative Exchange Council,
followed Serafini’s testimony in
support of the bill: “[The corpo-
rate income tax] burden is passed
on to the consumer, to the share-
holder and even to employees
who have to work for lower
wages than they otherwise
would be. A recent Treasury De-
partment study even found that
the laborer bears at least 40 per-
cent of the corporate income tax
in the form of lower wages.”
Republicans in both the

House and Senate would also
like to roll back the sales tax
from 6 percent to 5 percent, to
its pre-2007 level.
In contrast to the numerous

legislation that boast application
to all residents, both committees
have also heard bills regarding
estate and inheritance taxes,
which only apply to the state’s
millionaires.

In the first week of February,
the Senate and House commit-
tees heard several bills that pro-
pose to raise the state’s current
$1 million threshold at which
the estate tax applies. Both
committees are also set to si-
multaneously hear Democrat-
dominated bills on March 5,
which are backed by Senate
President Thomas V. “Mike”
Miller, Jr. and House Speaker
Michael E. Busch, that would
gradually raise the state’s estate
tax exemption rate to match the
Federal level of $5.34 million
over four years.
Ways and Means has also

seen one bill to repeal both the
estate and inheritance taxes,
while a similar bill to repeal
only the inheritance tax has
also circulated through Budget
and Taxation.
Delegate Susan Krebs, R-

Carroll, who is the primary
sponsor of one bill that pro-
poses to set the estate tax ex-
emption to the federal level,
and another that advocates for
the repeal of estate and inheri-
tance taxes, said there is a vast
amount of wealth leaving
Maryland as people move to
states with lower tax burdens.
“[The legislation] would

make Maryland more competi-
tive with the rest of the country.
We are suffering from tax flight.
Millions of dollars lost every
year as wealthy residents are
leaving Maryland,” Krebs said.
“I believe it would encourage
our millionaires and retirees to
stay around rather than to relo-
cate to more tax-friendly states.”

By SARAH TINCHERA
Capital News Service

called a loophole, black liquor
is legally classified as a re-
newable resource — along
with sources such as wind and
solar power.
Delegate John Olszewski,

D-Baltimore County, the bill’s
sponsor, said black liquor 
releases more carbon dioxide
into the air than coal and 
is “super inefficient” as an 
energy source. In 2011, 
Olszewski said, 45 percent of
renewable energy subsidies
from the state went to black

liquor facilities, all but one of
which are not in the state.
The bill would redirect that

subsidy money from those 
facilities to wind, solar and
other renewable energy
sources. The one in-state 
black liquor facility, Luke Mill
in Western Maryland, 
would continue to receive the
subsidies it would normally.
Olszewski said the bill

would lead to an annual
reduction in state greenhouse
gas emissions by about 
1.4 million metric tons — a
reduction equivalent to

250,000 cars coming off the
road, he said.
Jessica McFaul, press sec-

retary for American Forest &
Paper Association, said that if
funds are available for renew-
able resources, black liquor
should be included. If black
liquor is not used to generate
energy, it is incinerated, Mc-
Faul said.
Although incinerators have

controls to limit the environ-
mental impact of the emis-
sions produced by this burn-
ing, the energy value of the
black liquor is lost, she said.

According to a 2011 
Environmental Protection
Agency report, mill byprod-
ucts such as black liquor 
will produce the same 
emissions regardless of
whether they are burned 
for energy or burn or 
decay elsewhere.
Last year, a similar 

bill passed the state Senate
Finance committee but 
failed after coming one vote
short in the House Economic
Matters committee despite
having support in the 
full House, Olszewski said.

Energy from A1
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ERIC D. SNIDER'S
IN THE DARK

Movie Review 
“ Ernest & Celestine”

Earnst & Celestine (French)
Grade: A-

Rated PG,some mild
scariness
1 hr., 20 min

Ernest & Celestine is one of
those effortlessly charming car-
toons where everything is ba-
sically very simple -- it's a
story about animals that are
supposed to be enemies being
friends -- yet filled with whim-
sical details that make it
unique. For example, in this
world, the mouse population
uses discarded bears' teeth as
replacements for their own
worn-out incisors, and den-
tistry is mouse society's most
noble profession. If you asked
me to make up a connection
between mice and bears for a
children's story, I wouldn't
have come up with that in a
hundred years. 
Based on a Belgian series of

books by Gabrielle Vincent, the
film opened in Europe at the
end of 2012 but has only now
come to American shores, first
in its original form (which is
what I saw) and soon with an
English-dubbed version. Most
people on this side of the At-
lantic had never heard of it un-
til it was nominated for the best
animated feature Oscar, beat-
ing out supposed shoo-ins like
Monsters University. The
recognition is deserved. This
hand-drawn, water-colored
French-Belgian concoction is
a sweetly deadpan delight. 
Mice and bears are the ma-

jor species in this world. Both
live in human-like societies,
with the bears above ground
and the mice below. They
avoid all direct contact with
one another. Mice are taught
from childhood that bears are
fearsome, mouse-eating ogres,
and you should run for your
life if you ever encounter one;
bears, meanwhile, consider
mice to be vermin and would
never let a rodent in their
house, let alone befriend one.
Despite the supposed danger,

mouse orphans like little Ce-
lestine (voice of Pauline
Brunner) are sent above
ground at night to sneak into
bear homes and take the teeth
that cubs leave under their pil-
lows, for purposes of mouse
dentistry. That's how orphans
earn their keep (a rather Dick-
ensian turn).
The opportunity for some

much-needed cross-species un-
derstanding comes when Celes-
tine happens to cross paths with
Ernest (voice of Lambert Wil-
son), an eccentric vagabond bear
known to his community as a
street musician, beggar, and lo-
cal kook. Celestine shows the
hungry bear how to break into a
candy shop's basement supply
room, and then Ernest returns
the favor by helping her get a
cache of bears' teeth to bring
back to her people. Technically,
this may be "theft." In addition
to that, both communities are

appalled and frightened by
Ernest and Celestine's friend-
ship, and they become fugitives,
leading to a goofy Odd Couple
living situation and an escalat-
ing series of adventures. 
The dynamic between

Ernest and Celestine is the
tender, goofy heart of the
film. They're less adversarial
than Dennis the Menace and
Mr. Wilson, less affectionate
than Annie and Daddy War-
bucks. Both are independent
types, not really in need of
companionship, and they're
unsentimental. When they're
apart, the film very nicely
draws parallels between their
lives, showing us their simi-
lar experiences, dreams, and
wishes. The message, of
course, is that we're all the
same under our skin, but the
film earns points for not get-
ting preachy or maudlin
about it. 

The simple themes are
complemented by an un-
showy style of animation,
with line drawings and unfin-
ished details. Things move
within the frame, but the
frame itself rarely moves, 
like a comic strip come to
life. It was directed by
Stephane Aubier, Vincent
Patar, and Benjamin Renner,
the former two being the 
insanely creative pair behind
A Town Called Panic. (Look
for a Panic poster on the 
bear cub's bedroom wall.)
This film is a lot more sedate,
but it has a similar sense 
of wonder and imagination,
and in their uncluttered draw-
ings the directors stage some
bits of slapstick that are 
almost Chaplin-esque. And
thanks to their restraint
against overselling it, their
sublime story captures a few
emotions, too.

The Edge of Sports
by DAVE ZIRIN

"Be your true authentic
self and never be afraid or
ashamed or have any fear."

- Jason Collins

Finally, more than fifty
games into the 2013-2014
season, Jason Collins is on
an NBA team. Finally, ten
months after Collins told the
world that he is gay, the 35-
year-old center took the
court for the Brooklyn Nets
against the Los Angeles Lak-
ers. Finally, at long last, we
have reached the day when
an openly gay man played
for one of the “big four” US
sports. If Collins had never
been signed, as some were
convinced would be the
case, the great question surrounding his “coming out” would
have never been answered. The great question was less
about Jason Collins than how teammates, coaches and fans
would respond to the prospect of an openly gay player.
As we all await the coming sociology lesson via SportsCenter,

it is hard to think of a better landing spot than Brooklyn. The
Nets are coached by Collins’s friend and former teammate Jason
Kidd and the veteran leaders of the team are Collins’s Celtic
best buds from last season, Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett. Then
there is Brooklyn itself. Just as the borough was the spot where
Jackie Robinson blazed a new trail in 1947, it now again gets to
be a backdrop to history. Yes, it's no longer the post-war, pro-
gressive, working class Brooklyn where my father cheered the
exploits of the great Mr. Robinson, and no, the arrival of Jason
Collins should not put a progressive patina on what brought the
Nets to Brooklyn in the first place: a stew of corporate welfare,
gentrification and displacement. But it is still a locale where
many LGBT individuals and families live openly and it is a lo-
cale that will see this signing as a cause for celebration and sol-
idarity. Perhaps most importantly, the Nets are not trying to
make a political statement but truly need Collins, a big seven-
foot body, as they begin their stretch run to the playoffs. Their
star center Brook Lopez is out for the season and they just
traded away broad-shouldered rebounder Reggie Evans. This
is the oldest, priciest team in the league and they need Jason
Collins to contribute immediately. Judging from his press con-
ference, Collins understands the basketball realities in front of
him. He said, "Right now, I'm focused on trying to learn the
plays…. I've played for 12 years in the league and I know how
to play basketball.... I'm ready. Let's do it."
Reaction around the league has been uniformly positive.

(My favorite was Miami Heat All-Star Dwyane Wade who
said, "One thing I know about him is he fouled very hard....
Welcome back.") Fans in Los Angeles gave the visiting
Collins a warm reaction when he entered Sunday night's game
and Lakers coach Mike D’Antoni echoed a view articulated
frequently on social media, saying, “I hope one day if a player
can play, he can play. If he can’t, he can’t. That’s all what we
should be talking about. I know why we don’t. But eventually,
that’s all that will matter. That’ll be a good thing.”
He is right, but for now, the political implications of this

moment are unavoidable. Jason Collins was asked at the press
conference if he had a message for other gay athletes and he
said, "Be your true authentic self and never be afraid or
ashamed or have any fear." Collins also made clear that he
would continue to wear number 98, in remembrance of 1998,
the year that Matthew Shepard was tortured and murdered.
Collins's very presence should also raise immediate political

concerns for new NBA Commissioner Adam Silver as well as
the NBA Players Association. Currently the state senate of Ari-
zona has passed a law, SB 1062, that would allow businesses
the right to refuse service to anyone they believe to be a part of
the LGBT community. Governor Jan Brewer will decide whether
or not to sign the bill by this Friday. If she does, what would
that mean for Jason Collins on a road trip to play the Phoenix
Suns? Doesn’t the league and the union have a responsibility to
speak out on behalf of not only Jason Collins but their own
newly minted policies against anti-gay bigotry? This question
also applies to Roger Goodell and the NFL, which is due to
bring the Super Bowl to Arizona in 2015. You cannot be a
league that welcomes Jason Collins or Michael Sam and then
does business in a state where your players can be expected to
be treated like second-class citizens. That is a message which
needs to be communicated to Governor Brewer posthaste.
But for now, at least, we should just take a moment to rec-

ognize and appreciate the hurdle that Jason Collins just
cleared. Thanks to his courage, it will be easier for pro athletes
yet to come out. It will be easier for young LGBT athletes
debating whether or not to tell their “family” in the locker
room their truth. It will be easier for apprehensive straight
players to get over themselves and embrace any teammate
who helps them attain their goals. It may even save lives. I
have no doubt we will reach the moment that Mike D’Antoni
mentioned and in the future an openly LGBT teammate will
be a nonstory. But today it is a story and an inspiring one at
that. At long last, after traveling in the brave footsteps of
Dave Kopay, Glen Burke, John Amaechi, Wade Davis and so
many others, Jason Collins has made history.

At Long Last, Jason
Collins Is the First

TOWNOUT ON THE

PHOTO: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Jason Collins becomes the
first publicly gay athlete to
play in any of the four major
North American pro sports
leagues.

PHOTO COURTESY LES AMATEURS
The film is based on a series of children's books of the same name published by the Belgian

author and illustrator Gabrielle Vincent. Featuring the voices of Lambert Wilson, Pauline Brun-
ner, Anne-Marie Loop, Patrice Melennec and Brigitte Virtudes. English language cast incude
Lauren Bacall, Paul Giamatti, William H. Macy and Megan Mullally, Nick Offerman and Jeffrey
Wright round up the voice cast.

“If you don’t have a real need
for someone’s (Social Security)
number it should be purged.
There shouldn’t be a reason the
university should retain the in-
formation of past, graduated stu-
dents,” Stephens said.
University of Maryland

President Wallace Loh said Fri-
day that the school kept old So-
cial Security numbers because
they were once used as univer-
sity identification numbers.
“The problem is that people

want to come back and, 10
years later, 20 years later, ask
for their transcript,” Loh said,
in an interview outside a Sen-
ate hearing room in Annapolis.
“They want information. So
that’s why you need the Social
Security numbers. Now, one
could argue, and that’s what
we’re looking into now, is
there any way of identifying
people without Social Security
numbers? Because there were
no university ID’s back then.
Now, we can do that, but you
know, the costs are, as I say,
very large. But we will look
into that, to do the protection.”
In a February 25 letter to

the university community, Loh
said the school suffered from
a “sophisticated cyber-attack”
that is being investigated by
the Secret Service and other

law enforcement agencies. He
also said he ordered a compre-
hensive review of the Univer-
sity’s computing and informa-
tion systems.
Data breaches tracked by

groups like the Identity Theft
Resource Center include the
work of hackers, the theft of
laptops and even the accidental
exposure of information. In
some cases, the data is ac-
cessed by outside parties, but
in others it is not.
Last year’s incidents in-

cluded an August breach at
Virginia Tech University,
where a server containing in-
formation about more than
144,000 job applicants was il-
legally accessed. The database
did not contain Social Security
numbers, but more than 16,000
applicants had listed their dri-
ver’s license numbers.
In July, the University of

Delaware’s computer systems
were compromised and Social
Security numbers and other in-
formation for more than
74,000 students, employees
and past employees may have
been taken.
Other institutions affected by

potential or actual data breaches
last year included the Maricopa
County Community College Dis-
trict in Arizona, Montana State
University and the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Terry Kurzynski, a senior
partner at the cybersecurity
firm Halock Security Labs,
agrees that the open culture
universities tend to encourage
for better information flow is
a main reason they remain vul-
nerable to hackers.
A study conducted by

Halock in July reported that of
162 institutions investigated,
including Big Ten, Ivy League,
community colleges and tech-
nical institutes, more than 50
percent allow for the transmis-
sion of sensitive information
over unencrypted, unprotected
email, putting private student
and parent data at greater risk.
Kurzynski also cites the em-

ployment of inexperienced, tran-
sient or student workers in college
information technology depart-
ments, and budget constraints as
key weaknesses in many univer-
sities’ security systems.
Analysts at the Identity

Theft Resource Center say
data breaches at educational
institutions actually saw a
slight decline in the last year.
“Breaches in that area are def-

initely a threat,” said Karen Bar-
ney of the Identity Theft Re-
source Center, which tracks data
breaches around the country and
how they occur. “But 2013 had
the lowest number of incidents in
the educational sector since we
began tracking them in 2005.”

In the University of Mary-
land’s case, Social Security
numbers, birthdays and univer-
sity identification numbers
were lifted. This is common
for hackers who target schools.
Data breaches affect “Ivy

League universities to commu-
nity colleges to technical
schools,” Kurzynski said.
“Smaller community colleges

are more at risk. They have a
lesser capacity to store well and
a lot of students,” Kurzynski
said. “Smaller colleges have
more instances of breaches…but
bigger colleges tend to get more
detrimentally hit.”

Breach from A1
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Meet Me at the Movies
Date & Time: Friday, March 14, 2014 12 noon-4 pm
Description: Come travel with us to the Regal Theater in Hy-
attsville to catch the latest blockbuster movie! Bring additional
money for your lunch. Bus departs from College Park Commu-
nity Center at 11:45 am and returns back to the Center by 4 pm.
Cost: Resident $10; Non-Resident $12
Ages: 50 & up
Location: College Park Community Center and 

Youth Soccer Complex
5051 Pierce Avenue, College Park 20740

Contact: 301-441-2647; TTY 301-445-4512

LIVE at Montpelier!- Rory Block, Blues Guitarist/Singer
Date and Time: Friday, March 14, 2014 8 pm
Description: Join us with multi-award winning blues singer/gui-
tarist Rory Block at this LIVE at Montpelier session! A national
treasure, Block is a uncompromising blues artist –and one of
the world’s most important preservers of the roots of American
music. Block is the most celebrated living female acoustic blues
artist. Her playing is perfect, her songwriting soulful, and her
singing otherworldly, as she presents music steeped in tradition
and genuine feeling.
Cost: Tickets: $25/person; 10% discount for 

Montpelier members & seniors
Ages: All ages welcome 
Location: Montpelier Arts Center

9652 Muirkirk Road, Laurel 20708 
Contact: 301-377-7800 or 410-792-0664; TTY 301-490-2329

15th Annual Symposium: Lincoln's Assassination: 
Collateral Damage
Date & Time: Friday-Sunday, March 14-March 16, 2014; Call
Museum for time details 
Description: Scholars explore topics such as what imprisonment
meant to conspirators; what effects the assassination had on Mrs.
Lincoln, son Robert and Henry and Clara Rathbone; and on-screen
graveyard tours. Advanced payment and registration required.
Bus tours and dinner program available, but priced separately.
Cost: Resident $170; Non-Resident $170
Ages: 15 & up. Sensitive material is discussed.
Location: Surratt House Museum

9118 Brandywine Road, Clinton 20735
Contact: 301-868-1121; TTY 301-699-2544

Colonial Tavern Dinner
Date and Time: Saturday, March 15, 2014 7-9 pm
Description: Be our guest as we recreate the atmosphere and fla-
vor of a mid-18th century tavern dinner in Upper Marlborough!
Enjoy colonial food and spirits; following dinner, listen to Ship’s
Company sing sea chanties and tavern songs of the period!
Capacity is limited; advance reservations and payment required.
Cost: Resident $40; Non-Resident $48
Ages: 18 & up
Location: Darnall's Chance House Museum

14800 Governor Oden Bowie Drive,
Upper Marlboro 20772

Contact: 301-952-8010; TTY 301-699-2544

Global Drumming: Positive Vibrations 
Youth Steel Orchestra
Date and Time: Saturday, March 15, 2014 8 pm
Description: The Cultural Academy for Excellence proudly pres-
ents Positive Vibrations Youth Steel Orchestra! This steel-drum-
ming orchestra has been sharing its vibrant melodies since 1996,
from , Dakar, Senegal to Toronto, Canada. Based in Hyattsville,
this is a talented young group you don't want to miss!
Cost: 
Ages: All ages welcome
Location: Harmony Hall Regional Center

10701 Livingston Road, Fort Washington 20744 
Contact: 301 203-6070; TTY 301-203-3803 

Dinner and Movie: The Counterfeiters
Date and Time: Saturday, March 15, 2014 6 pm
Description: Join us for the annual dinner and a movie film
series at Montpelier! We'll have dinner at 6 pm, followed by a
screening of the film "The Counterfeiters," a 2007 Academy-
Award winner for Best Foreign Language film.
Tickets must be purchased by 12 noon on the Friday immediately
preceding the Saturday screening. Seating is limited and film
only tickets may not always be available.
Cost: Tickets: $30/per person (dinner and film); 

$15/per person (film only)
Ages: All ages welcome 
Location: Montpelier Arts Center, 9652 Muirkirk Road, 

Laurel 20708
Contact: 301-377-7800 or 410-792-0664; TTY 301-490-2329

Kitchen Guild Open House
Date and Time: Sunday, March 16, 2014 3:30 pm
Description: Curious about joining our Kitchen Guild? Step into
the warmth of the open hearth kitchen and chat with members,
while sampling an array of seasonal soups from period recipes!
Registration required by March 14.
Cost: Free
Ages: 18 & up
Location: Riversdale House Museum

4811 Riverdale Road, Riverdale Park 20737
Contact: 301-864-0420; TTY 301-699-2544

Montpelier's Spring History Lecture Series: 
History Through a Drinking Vessel
Date a& Time: Wednesday, March 19, 7:30 pm 
Description: This is the first of three history lectures on the bev-
erages, libations and social culture of 18th century life. In this
talk, Rod Cofield, Executive Director of Historic London Town
and Gardens, will speak on taverns and travel in colonial Amerca.
Cost: Free 
Ages: 12 & up 
Location: Montpelier Mansion/Historic Site

9650 Muirkirk Road, Laurel 20708
Contact: 301-377-7817; TTY 301-699-2544; 

montpeliermansion@pgparks.com

Calendar of Events
March 13 — March 19, 2014

EARTH TALK ... Should those of us who care about
our health and the planet be concerned about the new
trend in genetic engineering called synthetic biology?
Dear EarthTalk: 

Should those of us who care
about our health and the planet
be concerned about the new
trend in genetic engineering
called synthetic biology?

— Chrissy Wilkins, 
Bern, NC

“Synthetic biology” (or “syn-
bio”) refers to the design and fab-
rication of novel biological parts,
devices and systems that do not
otherwise occur in nature. Many
see it as an extreme version of
genetic engineering (GE). But
unlike GE, whereby genetic in-
formation with certain desirable
traits is inserted from one organ-
ism into another, synbio uses
computers and chemicals to cre-
ate entirely new organisms.
Proponents of synbio, which

include familiar players such as
Cargill, BP, Chevron and Du
Pont, tout its potential benefits.
According to the Synthetic Biol-
ogy Engineering Research Cen-
ter (SYNBERC), a consortium
of leading U.S. researchers in the
field, some promising applica-
tions of synthetic biology include
alternatives to rubber for tires,
tumor-seeking microbes for treat-
ing cancer, and photosynthetic
energy systems. Other potential
applications include using synbio
to detect and remove environ-
mental contaminants, monitor
and respond to disease and de-
velop new drugs and vaccines.

While these and other appli-
cations may not be widely avail-
able for years, synthetic biology
is already in use for creating food
additives that will start to show
up in products on grocery shelves
later this year. Switzerland-based
Evolva is using synthetic biology
techniques to produce alternatives
to resveratrol, stevia, saffron and
vanilla. The company’s “syn-
thetic vanillin” is slated to go into
many foods as a cheaper and lim-
itless version of real vanilla fla-
vor. But many health advocates
are outraged that such a product
will be available to consumers
without more research into po-
tential dangers and without any
warnings or labeling to let con-
sumers know they are eating or-
ganisms designed and brought to
life in a lab.
“This is the first major use of

a synbio ingredient in food, and
dozens of other flavors and food
additives are in the pipeline, so
synbio vanilla could set a dan-
gerous precedent for synthetic ge-
netically engineered ingredients
to sneak into our food supply and
be labeled as ‘natural,’” reports
Friends of the Earth (FoE), a
leading environmental group.
“Synthetic biology vanillin poses
several human health, environ-
mental and economic concerns
for consumers, food companies
and other stakeholders.”
For example, FoE worries

that synbio vanilla (and even-
tually other synthetic biology
additives) could exacerbate
rainforest destruction while

harming sustainable farmers
and poor communities around
the world. “Synbio vanilla…
could displace the demand for
the natural vanilla market,” re-
ports FoE. “Without the natural
vanilla market adding economic
value to the rainforest in these
regions, these last standing rain-
forests will not be pro¬tected
from competing agricultural
markets such as soy, palm oil
and sugar.” Critics of synbio
also worry that releasing syn-
thetic life into the environment,
whether done intentionally or
accidentally, could have adverse
effects on our ecosystems.
Despite these risks, could the

rewards of embracing synthetic

biology be great? Could it help
us deal with some of the tough
issues of climate change, pol-
lution and world hunger? Given
that the genie is already out of
the bottle, perhaps only time
will tell.
CONTACTS: SYNBERC,

www.synberc.org; FoE,
www.foe.org; Evolva,
www.evolva.com.
.
EarthTalk® is written and

edited by Roddy Scheer and
Doug Moss and is a registered
trademark of E - The Environ-
mental Magazine
(www.emagazine .com).

Send questions to:
earthtalk@emagazine.com.

CREDIT: LAWRENCE BERKELEY NATIONALL LABORATORY/ROY KALTSCHMIDT

Proponents of synthetic biology tout its potential for bringing
about great advances in medicine, energy and cheaper foods.
But health advocates worry that the risks to health and the en-
vironment may be too great. Pictured: a researcher using "syn-
bio" to engineer new microbes as an alternative to yeast for
turning complex sugars into biofuels.

tion dedicated to transportation re-
form. Pennsylvania had the highest
percentage of deficient bridges.
Maintenance and replacement

of the State Highway Adminis-
tration’s bridges is mainly funded
by the federal government, but
Maryland’s Transportation Trust
Fund takes on about 20 percent
of the cost, said David Buck,
spokesman for the Maryland De-
partment of Transportation.
The Transportation Trust

Fund is used to pay for trans-
portation infrastructure projects
and maintenance. About one-fifth
of the fund’s revenue comes from
the gas tax. The rest comes from
sources such as vehicle titling
and registration fees.
Before the new gas tax,

known as the Transportation In-
frastructure Investment Act of
2013, passed, the fund was pro-
jected to run out of money by
2018. The increased gas tax is
expected to yield more than $116
million in additional revenue in
its first year, which should help
fund projects such as mass transit
and road maintenance.
There are approximately 60

major bridge rehabilitation or
replacement projects underway
on state maintained roads, 
Buck said.
Bridges are considered struc-

turally deficient once the super-
structure, substructure or deck re-
ceives a rating below five on a
scale of 0 to 10, Buck said.
The deck is the roadway. 

The superstructure supports 
the deck and the substructure
reachesthe ground, supporting 
the superstructure.
Of the 2,572 state-maintained

bridges, 567 had a deck, super-
structure or substructure value
just one level above structurally
deficient, according to the 2012
National Bridge Inventory Data-
base. The State Highway Admin-
istration is not responsible for the
other half of Maryland’s more
than 5,000 bridges.
The Dover Bridge, an 80-

year-old mechanical swing
bridge over the Choptank River
bordering Talbot and Caroline
counties, received a rating of
five for its deck, which means
the primary structural elements

are sound, but the bridge may
have section loss, cracking,
spalling or scour, according to
the Recording and Coding
Guide for the Structure Inven-
tory and Appraisal of the Na-
tion’s Bridges.
The superstructure received

a satisfactory rating of six, as
did the substructure, according
to the database.
Buck said a rating of five may

mean there are cracks or potholes,
but because each bridge is differ-
ent it’s hard to come up with a
standard explanation for what
goes wrong.
Colburn said it would cost

about $45 million to replace the
bridge, which swings horizon-
tally into the channel to allow
boats passage.
Buck said the State Highway

Administration is fully aware
Eastern Shore legislators would
like to see the Dover Bridge re-
placed, but the money is not
available now.
Although the bridge is func-

tionally obsolete, “it isn’t a top
priority from a structural perspec-
tive,” Buck said.
But Colburn and others worry

that ambulances on the way to
the hospital in Easton might be
delayed in emergencies because
the Dover Bridge’s antiquated
drawspan sometimes gets stuck.
He’s also concerned because

the lanes are only 11 feet wide
and it is not uncommon for two
trucks to pass each other and clip
off each other’s mirrors.
Ken Decker, the Caroline

County administrator, agrees the
Dover Bridge is too narrow.
“If two tractor trailers pass on

the bridge, you’re going to have
to butter the fenders to get by,”
Decker said.
Decker said engineering for a

new bridge has been underway
for about two years, but “there’s
a big jump from engineering to
construction funding.”
He thinks it’s too soon to tell

whether the increased gas tax will
help fund projects like the Dover
Bridge, but ideally construction
would begin soon after engineer-
ing is completed.
The 87 deficient bridges main-

tained by the State Highway Admin-
istration are all in the process of be-
ing replaced or repaired, Buck said.

Thirty-two are under construction or
soon to be under construction, and
the rest are in design, Buck said.
Money from the gas tax fun-

neled through the Transportation
Trust Fund helps pay for projects
like the Crosstown Bridge in
Cumberland, which is currently
under construction, Buck said.
The Crosstown Bridge in

Cumberland, a long bridge 
elevated overtop neighborhoods
and businesses, will cost $17.3
million to clean, repair and 
paint, in conjunction with 
another bridge project on 
Maryland 51 over the CSX 
Railroad and Canal Parkway.
The bridge needs a complete

remodeling, said Sen. George Ed-
wards, R-Allegany.
The bridge’s deck, superstruc-

ture and substructure all received
satisfactory ratings of five, ac-
cording to the 2012 National
Bridge Inventory Database.
Although the majority 

of bridges worked on are 
structurally deficient, non-
deficient bridges are also
worked on for reasons such 
as widening to accommodate
traffic, or to extend the bridge’s
longevity, Buck said.
One example is a $3.2 million

cleaning and painting project cur-
rently underway for two bridges
on I-695 over the Patapsco River

and over Hammonds Ferry Road
in Anne Arundel County.
Buck said scraping the exist-

ing paint down to bare metal
and putting on three coats of
new paint helps to keep the
beams in good health for 20 to
30 years.
“We clean and paint bridges

all the time, not because 
they are structurally deficient,
but because our engineers 
have determined that it increases
the lifespan of the bridge,” 
Buck said.
Twenty bridges were fixed or

replaced by the State Highway
Administration last year. In that
time, 10 more bridges became
structurally deficient.
Since 2007, 121 state-owned

bridges classified as struc-
turally deficient have been re-
habilitated, according to the
Maryland Department of Trans-
portation Consolidated Trans-
portation Program.
Stephen Davis, deputy com-

munications director for Trans-
portation for America, said 
his coalition works to make sure
there is a greater focus on fixing
current infrastructure rather than
working on new projects.
“That would certainly be the

hope,” Davis said, of how the gas
tax might help increase repairs of
deteriorating bridges.
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Wanted To Purchase Antiques & Fine
Art, 1 item Or Entire Estate Or Collec-
tion, Gold, Silver, Coins, Jewelry, Toys,
Oriental Glass, China, Lamps, Textiles,
Paintings, Prints almost anything old
Evergreen Auctions 973-818-1100.
Email evergreenauction@hotmail.com

AUCTION - Construction Equip-
ment & Trucks, March 18th, 9 AM,
Richmond, VA. Excavators, Dozers,
Dumps & More. Accepting Items
Daily thru 3/14. Motley's Auction
& Realty Group, 804-232-3300,
www.motleys.com, VAAL #16.

DONATE AUTOS, TRUCKS,
RV'S. LUTHERAN MISSION SO-
CIETY. Your donation helps local
families with food, clothing, shelter,
counseling. Tax deductible. MVA
License #W1044. 410-636-0123 or
www.LutheranMissionSociety.org

Place your ad today in both The Balti-
more Sun and The Washington Post
newspapers, along with 10 other daily
newspapers five days per week.  For
just pennies on the dollar reach 2.5 mil-
lion readers through the Daily Classified
Connection Network in 3 states: CALL
TODAY; SPACE is VERY LIMITED;
CALL 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit our
website at www.mddcpress.com

Drive traffic to your business and reach
4.1 million readers with just one phone
call & one bill. See your business ad
in 104 newspapers in Maryland,
Delaware and the District of Columbia
for just $495.00 per ad placement. The
value of newspapers advertising HAS
NEVER BEEN STRONGER … call
1-855-721-6332 x 6 today to place
your ad before 4.1 million readers.
Email Wanda Smith @ wsmith@md-
dcpress.com or visit our website 

Want a larger footprint in the market-
place consider advertising in the
MDDC Display 2x2 or 2x4 Advertising
Network. Reach 3.6 million readers
every week by placing your ad in 82
newspapers in Maryland, Delaware and
the District of Columbia. With just one
phone call, your business and/or prod-
uct will be seen by 3.6 million readers
HURRY … space is limited, CALL
TODAY!! Call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or
email wsmith@mddcpress.com or visit
our website at www.mddcpress.com  

Drive traffic to your business and
reach 4.1 million readers with just
one phone call & one bill. See your
business ad in 104 newspapers in
Maryland, Delaware and the District
of Columbia for just $495.00 per ad
placement. The value of newspapers
advertising HAS NEVER BEEN
STRONGER … call 1-855-721-
6332 x 6 today to place your ad be-
fore 4.1 million readers. Email
Wanda Smith @ wsmith@mddc-
press.com or visit our website at
www.mddcpress.com.

Place your ad today in the area’s pre-
mier newspapers, The Baltimore Sun
and The Washington Post newspa-
pers, along with 10 other daily news-
papers five days per week.  Reach
2.5 million readers with your ad
placement in every daily newspaper
in Maryland, Delaware and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. For just pennies
on the dollar reach 2.5 million read-
ers through the MDDC’s Daily Clas-
sified Connection Network. Maxi-
mize your advertising dollars and
reach the strongest demographics in
the region. Take advantage of this
opportunity today! CALL 1-855-
721-6332 x 6; SPACE is VERY
LIMITED; email wsmith@mddc-
press.com or visit our website at
www.mddcpress.com

VETERANS! Take full advantage of
your Educational training benefits!
GI Bill covers COMPUTER &
MEDICAL TRAINING! Call CTI
for Free Benefit Analysis today! 1-
888-407-7173

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA FROM
HOME. 6-8 weeks. ACCREDITED.
Get a Diploma. Get a Job! No Com-
puter Needed. FREE Brochure. 1-
800-264-8330. Benjamin Franklin
H.S. www.diplomafromhome.com

Individuals with good community/
school contacts wanted to place and
supervise 15 students from Spain for
short term program in July or August
in your own community. Good ad-
ditional income.  Email resume or
letter of interest to: GLOBAL
FRIENDSHIPS, INC. FAX- 410-
861-8144 EMAIL - jtarlow@glob-
alfriendships.com

SEASONAL Garden Center  Mer-
chandiser.  Bell Nursery, a nationally
recognized grower/vendor is looking
for hardworking people to stock our
products at a garden center near you.
Must be flexible for weekend work.
For job descriptions and locations go
to www.bellnursery.com/careers.  

MOUNTAIN LAND BARGAIN.
9.68 ACRES only $47,777 BEST
VIEWS TO BE SEEN. CITY WA-
TER/ DRIVEWAY IN Rare chance
to own ridge top parcel with gor-
geous mix of open land, oaks &
black walnut trees. Endless mountain
& valley views on this park-like par-
cel. Town is 5 miles away & river
with boat launch only 3 miles away.
CITY WATER, perc approved, all
mineral rights included, warranty
deed. Excellent financing. Call
owner now 800-888-1262

1,130+ Acres (17 Tracts) 5 Riverfront
Tracts Forest, VA (Bedford County)
Houses, Operating Farms AB-
SOLUTE AUCTION: Sat, April 5
Terms, photos online: www.countsauc-
tion.com 800-780-2991 VAAF93

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –
Get FAA approved Aviation Mainte-
nance training. Housing and Financial
Aid for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 800-481-8974

Place a business card ad in the
Statewide Display 2x2 Advertising
Network - Reach 3.6 Million readers
with just one call, one bill and one ad
placement in 82 newspapers in Mary-
land, Delaware and DC TODAY! For
just $1450.00, Get the reach, Get the
results and for Just Pennies on the Dol-
lars Now...call 1-855-721-6332 x 6 or
email wsmith@mddcpress.com

NURSING CAREERS begin here -
Get trained in months, not years.
Small classes, no waiting list. Finan-
cial aid for qualified students. Apply
now at Centura College Richmond
877-205-2052

MOUNTAIN PARADISE 15.09
ACRES Only $69,900 MTN/ VAL-
LEY/ RIVER VIEWS Level moun-
taintop land with forever views and
park-like hardwoods waiting for
you to enjoy. Close to charming
country town like Mayberry! Camp
or build - no time frame to build.
General warranty deed, all mineral
rights convey, new survey & perc
make this worry-free! Best financ-
ing in years with low down pay-
ment. Rare opportunity to own at
bargain price. CALL NOW TO SEE
1-800-888-1262, 7 days

Discover Delaware's Resort Living
without Resort Pricing!  Milder
winters & Low Taxes!  Gated Com-
munity with amazing amenities!
New homes mid $40's. Brochures
available 1-866-629-0770 or
www.coolbranch.com

Want a larger footprint in the mar-
ketplace consider advertising in the
MDDC Display 2x2 or 2x4 Adver-
tising Network. Reach 3.6 million
readers every week by placing your
ad in 82 newspapers in Maryland,
Delaware and the District of Co-
lumbia. With just one phone call,
your business and/or product will
be seen by 3.6 million readers
HURRY....space is limited, CALL
TODAY!! Call 1-855-721-6332 x
6 or email wsmith@mddcpress.com
or visit our website at www.mddc-
press.com

Place your 2x4 Ad in this network
in 82 newspapers in Maryland,
Delaware and DC for just $2900.00.
Reach 3.6 million readers every
week with just one call, one bill and
one ad. Call 1-855-721-6336 x 6 to
place your ad or email wsmith@md-
dcpress.com. Get the reach, the re-
sults...maximize your advertising
dollars TODAY!

:

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND.
Best selection of affordable
rentals. Full/ partial weeks. Call
for FREE brochure. Open daily.
Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-
2102. Online reservations:
www.holidayoc.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 D'Arcy Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

WORD OF GOD
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and
Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road Bladensburg, MD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.
Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.
Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old Marlboro Pike,
Upper Marlboro, MD

Church (301) 627-5088

Sunday School: (Children/Adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Kendrick D. Weaver, Pastor

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road Landover, MD

20785 (301) 773-6655
Sunday Biblical Institute: 

9:45 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 

7:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

‘WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS

WITH JESUS’: 

12 noon (The Power Hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor
www.fbhp.org

BAPTISTBAPTIST

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes You Where Jesus
Christ Is Lord and King

Stephen L. Wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 Lakeland Road
College Park, MD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

Forest Heights Baptist Church
We exist to strengthen your relationship with God.

6371 Oxon Hill Road
Oxon Hill, Maryland 20745

Sunday School (Adults & Children) - 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service - 11:00 A.M.

Wed. Prayer Service & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.

Office (301) 839-1166
Fax   (301) 839-1721

E-mail: Office FHBC@verizon.net
Pastor: Rev. Waymond B. Duke

ˇˇˇˇˇ

Church Directory
Advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published
in our Directory.

%
Call Today! 

301-627-0900
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Have a 
Safe 
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covering practical topics like how
to write checks, these “schools”
taught basic civics and citizenship
rights and focused on the arcane
voting requirements specific to
each local community that were
being used to disenfranchise Black
voters. Classes met on evenings
and weekends in churches, store
backrooms, and other available
spaces. Lessons were written on
dry-cleaning bags in place of
blackboards. They relied on train-
ing local citizens to teach other
community members; Fannie Lou
Hamer was among the local lead-
ers who volunteered. Mrs. Clark
eventually helped establish and re-
cruit and train teachers for hun-
dreds of Citizenship Schools:
“They were in people’s kitchens,
in beauty parlors, and under trees
in the summertime. I went all over
the South, sometimes visiting three
Citizenship Schools in one day…
One time I heard Andy Young say
that the Citizenship Schools were
the base on which the whole civil
rights movement was built. And
that’s probably very much true.”
Rosa Parks also said that while
she may have sat down once, Mrs.
Clark kept on working and build-
ing: “I am always very respectful
and very much in awe of the pres-
ence of Septima Clark because her
life story makes the effort that I
have made very minute. I only
hope that there is a possible chance
that some of her great courage and
dignity and wisdom has rubbed
off on me.”
As a woman in the movement,

Mrs. Clark said she felt the men
around her often did not do a good
job of listening to or including her
or other women. Yet she observed
that it was largely women who
got things done: “In stories about
the civil rights movement you
hear mostly about the black min-
isters. But if you talk to the
women who were there, you’ll
hear another story. I think the civil

rights movement would never
have taken off if some women
hadn’t started to speak up.” Even
later in life Mrs. Clark was never
hesitant to speak up. One of the
injustices after her 1956 firing was
that South Carolina refused to pay
the pension she had earned for her
forty years of teaching or the pay
she would have earned in the few
years before her retirement if she
had not been dismissed. She did
not give up on waiting for those
wrongs to be righted, and in 1976
the governor reinstated her pen-
sion and in 1981 the legislature
approved paying her back pay.
Although her signature accom-

plishment may be the programs
she established for Black adults,
she never lost her original and en-
during passion for educating chil-
dren. She celebrated her 78th
birthday by becoming the first
Black woman elected to the
Charleston School Board. Near the
end of her life she said: “Education
is my big priority right now. I want
people to see children as human
beings and not to think of the
money that it costs nor to think of
the amount of time that it will take,
but to think of the lives that can
be developed into Americans who
will redeem the soul of America
and will really make America a
great country.” Let’s honor Sep-
tima Clark’s legacy right now by
making this priority our own with
urgency and perseverance.

Marian Wright Edelman is
President of the Children's De-
fense Fund whose Leave No
Child Behind® mission is to en-
sure every child a Healthy Start,
a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe
Start and a Moral Start in life
and successful passage to adult-
hood with the help of caring
families and communities. For
more information go to
www.childrensdefense.org.
Mrs. Edelman's Child Watch

Column also appears each week
on The Huffington Post
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