
lArgo, md. (sept. 21, 2023)—on
Wednesday, september 20, 2023, the Prince
george’s County department of Public
Works & transportation (dPW&t), office
of transportation was announced as a re-
cipient of the transportation Association of
maryland’s (tAm) outstanding leadership,
unsung Hero, and driver of the year
Awards. dPW&t’s deputy director
oluseyi olugbenle received the outstanding
leadership Award, Angela Counce received
driver of the year Award, and Janelle John-
son received the unsung Hero Award.  An-
nouncements were made during the tAm’s
Annual Conference held at the Chesapeake
Bay Beach Club & inn, in stevensville,
maryland.  tAm is an association made up
of public, private, and nonprofit organiza-
tion members with the mission to strengthen
community transportation in maryland
through advocacy and professional devel-
opment. Prince george's County is pleased
to be a participating member and eager to
continue advancing and promoting our
world-class transportation systems.

Outstanding Leadership Award:
Deputy Director Oluseyi Olugbenle

it is with great pride to confirm that the
Prince george’s County department of Pub-
lic Works & transportation has been rec-
ognized as a leader in the transit community
with the recent receipt of the outstanding
leadership Award. deputy director oluseyi
olugbenle exhibits a visionary leadership

style marked by clarity and purpose. she
consistently communicates her goals, en-
suring everyone understands their role and
the larger mission, fostering an environment
of decisiveness and forward momentum.
Additionally, oluseyi is a beacon of hope
and integrity in the workplace. Her actions
are consistently transparent, and she leads
with a strong moral compass, ensuring fair-
ness and promoting a culture of accounta-
bility. this integrity has established a foun-
dation of trust with her team confident in
her unwavering ethical stance.

Beyond the ethics, ms. olugbenle is an
advocate for continuous growth and im-
provement. she actively encourages her
team to embrace learning, often providing
resources and opportunities for skill en-
hancement. By championing an environ-
ment receptive to feedback and innovation,
she ensures that her team remains adaptive
and evolving. Furthermore, her ability to
influence shines through her excellent per-
suasion, collaboration, and empathy skills.

Driver of the Year Award: 
Angela Counce

Angela Counce has been a transit oper-
ator since July 2000, transporting County
residents for over 23 years. in every en-
deavor, ms. Counce exemplifies the essence
of productivity combined with the precision
of timeliness. not only does she consistently
meet the established expectations, but she
also ensures that every assigned task reaches
its fruition within the stipulated period.
What sets ms. Counce apart is her proactive
nature; she doesn’t just stop at the task at
hand. instead, she constantly seeks addi-

tional tasks and learning opportunities,
showcasing an insatiable thirst for growth
and a commendable commitment to effi-
ciency.

Unsung Hero: Janelle Johnson
Janelle Johnson serves a reservationist

with the office of transportation within
dPW&t. Janelle’s work ethic and integrity
are immediately apparent to anyone who has
had the pleasure of working alongside her.
Her dedication to upholding established poli-
cies and procedures isn't just about adhering
to rules but stems from a deep-seated belief
in the value of structure and consistency. this
conscientious approach ensures that she de-
livers consistent quality in her work, building
trust among colleagues and stakeholders.

one of Janelle’s most commendable
traits is her ability to work independently.
she doesn’t require constant oversight; in-
stead, she takes the initiative, often fore-
seeing challenges and addressing them
proactively. this level of responsibility and
self-direction speaks volumes about her
confidence and expertise in her field. yet,
what truly sets Janelle apart is her unwa-
vering commitment to her promises. When
she commits to a task or a project, her team
knows it will be completed diligently and
on time. this reliability has not only ce-
mented her reputation as a dependable team
member but has also fostered an environ-
ment of mutual respect and collaboration.

For additional information on the trans-
portation Association of maryland (tAm)
please visit Home (taminc.org). to stay up
to date follow us on social media 
@PgCountydPWt.

the Prince george’s County
Council, during session on tues-
day, september 12, unanimously
voted to enact Council Bill-065-
2023, universal design legisla-
tion sponsored by Council mem-
ber Jolene ivey (district 5). the
measure will make housing in
the County more inclusive and
accessible by providing a range
of benefits for elderly residents
and those with disabilities or in-
juries. the bill, which has been
years in the making, is intended
to help ensure residents can more
easily function in their homes. 

in addition to helping people
with temporary or long-term dis-
abilities, universal design ele-
ments in a home help people
age-in-place by providing fea-
tures that help older adults live
independently and with auton-
omy. Homes built with universal
design elements have proven to

be appealing to a wider range of
home buyers.

elements of universal design
will now be required for at least
half of new single-family at-
tached, single-family detached,
two-family, and multi-family
residential dwelling units con-
structed in Prince george’s
County after January 1, 2026,
with some exemptions. A waiver
included in the bill will allow up
to 50% of new homes in a de-
velopment to be exempt from
these requirements if it is not
possible to comply because of
the terrain. townhouses and 2-
over-2s are exempt.

Council member ivey, pro-
poser of the legislation, was not
present for the vote due to ill-
ness; however, Council col-

Prince george’s County
Council Vice Chair Wala Ble-
gay, esq. (district 6), during ses-
sion on tuesday, september 19,
2023, presented Cr-081-2023,
legislation establishing a Plan
Prince george's 2035 implemen-
tation and infrastructure task
Force to guide the implementa-
tion of the land use/development
recommendations outlined in
Plan Prince george’s 2035.

Vice Chair Blegay says plan-
ning goals for the general Plan
have not been met, and the Plan
Prince george’s 2035 imple-
mentation and infrastructure
task Force will help address the
lapses before they become a
more significant problem.

“the County’s general Plan
was adopted to establish a long-
term vision for the County, but
implementing the recommenda-
tions has presented some chal-
lenges. establishment of the task
Force will ensure that we meet
our predetermined development
goals, especially near designated
regional transit areas. According
to a recent report from the Prince
georges County Planning de-
partment, over 50% of the new
development, especially town-
homes, are outside the designated
areas for Plan 2035.”

the current County general
Plan, Plan Prince george's 2035,
approved by the County Council
in may 2014, set forth specific
targets for development near

transit and at designated regional
transit areas. Vice Chair Blegay
has introduced Cr-081-2023 in
response to several significant
barriers hindering the realization
of both short and long-term
benchmarks for implementing
the general Plan vision that have
been brought to the Council’s at-
tention.

Plan Prince george’s 2035
includes comprehensive recom-
mendations for guiding future
development within Prince
george’s County.  the plan con-
tains recommended goals, poli-
cies, and strategies for land use;
economic prosperity; transporta-
tion and mobility; natural envi-
ronment; housing and neighbor-
hoods; community heritage,
culture and design; health com-
munities; and public facilities.

the task Force will include
the following stakeholders: 
• two County Council mem-

bers
• two staff members from the

Planning department
• Four community members
• one representative from the

Chamber of Commerce
• one representative from the

department of environment
• one representative from a

smart growth organization
Cr-081-2023 has been re-

ferred to the Council’s Planning,
Housing and economic devel-
opment Committee (PHed) for
consideration. 
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County Council Enacts 
Universal Design Legislation
Measure Proposed by District 5 Council Member
Jolene Ivey Ensures Inclusive Housing Options for
County’s Residents 

By PAulette l. Jones
Department of Public Works and
Transportation

Prince George’s County Recipient of 
Transportation Association of Maryland (TAM)
2023 Annual Awards

lArgo, md. (sept. 14, 2023)—Prince
george’s County memorial library system
(PgCmls) is proud to celebrate Hispanic
Heritage all year round, and to coincide
with national Hispanic Heritage month
from sept. 15 to oct. 15, PgCmls is of-
fering programming for all ages county-
wide. this fall’s lineup includes perform-
ances from musicians representing
Colombia, the dominican republic, and
Puerto rico; a cooking demonstration of
mexican dish frijoles charros with univer-
sity of maryland extension; a bilingual
play with teatro la Bolsa; a conversation
with the editor and a contributor for the
anthology “daughters of latin America”
co-hosted with the Prince george’s County
office of Human rights; book discussions;
crafts; storytimes; stem activities; and the
library’s third annual Festival of Cultures
featuring performers from all over the
world, including latin America.

“Hispanic Heritage month is a celebra-
tion of latinidad, showcasing the different
communities from latin America, Central
America, south America, the Caribbean,
those who were born and raised here, and
those who were born outside of the u.s.,”
said maribel rodriguez, bilingual program
and outreach associate for PgCmls. “this
is an opportunity for families to connect to
their roots or learn about another culture.” 

Festival of Cultures 
PgCmls will host its third annual Fes-

tival of Cultures on Saturday, Sept. 30,
from 10:30 a.m.–2 p.m. at the laurel

Branch library, featuring a variety of sto-
rytime, dance, and musical performances
from around the world, including latin
America. registration is encouraged but
not required. 
• 10:30–11:15 am: storytime by sista’

ruff
• 11:15 a.m.–12 p.m.: Fritete African

drumming & dance group
• 12–12:45 p.m.: dance Program by Car-

olina garzon Hernandez
• 1–2 p.m.: travel Buddies: dancing

through latin America Play with teatro
la Bolsa

• 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.: Face Painting

Events Co-presented with the Prince
George’s County Office of Human
Rights (PGCOHR)

the oct. 10 virtual event “daughters of
latin America,” at 7 p.m., is a conversation
with “daughters of latin America” editor
sandra guzmán and contributor dahlma

llanos-Figueroa about their anthology fea-
turing the intergenerational voices of latina
women.

the oct. 11 meeting of the rock Banned
Book Club at the laurel Branch library,
scheduled for 6:30 p.m., will include a dis-
cussion about Jonathan evison’s “lawn
Boy,” which follows mike muñoz, who is
several years out of high school and trying
to find his way in the world after getting
fired from his landscaping job. 

Featured Musical Performances 
desanguashington, a Washington, dC-

based Colombian-American band that com-
bines traditional Colombian folk music
with popular genres, performs at the
spauldings Branch library on Sept. 30 at
1 p.m.

in “¡mucha música!: An interactive mu-

Fall Lineup of Library’s 
Hispanic Heritage Celebration for all Ages

By AngelA rouson 
Council Office of Communications

By AngelA rouson / Amy Fry
Council Office of Communications / 
Office of Council Member Jolene Ivey

By AndreA CAstillo
Prince George’s County Memorial 
Library System

See HERITAGE Page A3



Catholic Mass in Spanish or
Tagalog?

st. Philip the Apostle Church, in
Camp springs, has added a sunday
mass in addition to the 10 a.m. english-
language mass i usually attend.  there
is now a spanish-language mass every
sunday at noon.  

the pastor, Father ryan Pineda, who
grew up in the Philippines, is also cele-
brating a mass in tagalog about once a
month.  the next will be on sunday, oc-
tober 29, at 4 p.m. 

tagalog is an Austronesian language
spoken as a first language by the ethnic
tagalog people, who make up a quarter
of the population of the Philippines, and
as a second language by the majority.

For more information, call st.
Philip’s rectory, 301-423-4244.   

Town of Morningside
in a recent town newsletter, morn-

ingside extended condolences to their
former officer, A/sergeant Khari
grooms, now a handler with the Forest
Heights Police department K-9 Corps,
on the tragic passing of his beloved
“partner & companion,” Kuno. Kuno
died in the line of duty on July 2, from
a medical emergency while assisting the
County Police with a burglary call. K-9
Kuno was five years old, with four years
of service.   

Coming up in morningside: Hal-
loween events, oct. 28; senior Holiday
luncheon, nov. 16; and Breakfast with
santa, dec. 9. For information about
morningside recreation activities, call
301-735-2301.  

morningside october meetings:
Work session on tuesday, october 10,
and the town meeting, tuesday, octo-
ber 17.  Both beginning at 7 p.m.

the town has a meeting room avail-
able for rent, for your special event.
they’ve had everything from birthdays
to baby showers to weddings to repasts.
the calendar is now open for reserva-
tions through december 31. Call 301-
735-2300. 

Neighbors & other good people
Christine trent recently published a

novel, “st. Clements Bluff,” by
twopence Press.  she has lived in st.
mary’s County for 35 years and worked
at naval Air station Patuxent river and
Webster Field.  she has recently learned
to pick crabs and has “no idea what took

me so long.” she’ll be signing copies of
“st. Clements Bluff” on oct. 7 at Calvert
marine museum’s Patuxent river Ap-
preciation day and oct. 21–22 at st.
mary’s County oyster Festival.

Father Philip W. ilg, is now pastor of
Holy Family Parish in Hillcrest Heights.
He was formerly administrator of the
parish.

leon levine, founder of Family dol-
lar, died April 5, 2023, at his home in
Charlotte.  the discount retail chain has
had more than 5,000 locations. 

Paul michael Chilcote, 80, of morn-
ingside, died Aug. 21.  survivors include
his sons Patrick, Jeffrey and garette,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

rebecca Ann Hintze, 80, who began
her career as an english teacher at sur-
rattsville High school, died April 1.  she
had a career in business and politics and
received the Woman of the year Award
from Charles County. she is survived
by her mother, elizabeth moyle, son
scott and grandchildren.  

Academia
Bishop mcnamara High school, in

Forestville, will have an open House
on sunday, october 29, 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.  information: 301-735-8401. (By
the way, my great-grandkids, mary and
Wesley mcHale, are currently students
there.)

Principals of our local schools:
Benjamin d. Foulois Creative & Per-

forming Arts Academy: ms. Keshia
Hogue, principal; mr. John H. Agnew
Jr. and mr. sherman Hunter, assistant
principals.

imagine morningside: sara Cypress.
Andrew Jackson Academy: Warren

tweedy. 
dr. Henry A. Wise, Jr. High school:

mrs. Carelleta marrow. 

More accidents 
it seems to me that we’ve had an un-

usual number of fatal accidents lately. 
deandre Coleman, 28, was killed af-

ter a tree fell on her car on suitland
Parkway, near meadowview drive last
saturday.  Her father, Carlos Williams,
the driver and only other passenger, was
not injured.  

A recent early morning accident oc-
curred on ritchie marlboro road which
involved six vehicles, one of which be-
came airborne and landed on a car in
another lane.  two died and two were

injured.  one of the drivers was under
the influence of drugs or alcohol.

Places to go & things to do
the 57th annual u.s. oyster Festival

is coming up the weekend of october
21–22 at the County Fairgrounds, 42455
Fairgrounds rd, leonardtown. Hours
are 10 a.m.–6 p.m.. oct. 21 and 11
a.m.–6 p.m. oct. 22.  Admission, $15
(2-day pass, $20).  Among the events:
national oyster Cook-off, Amateur
oyster shucking Contest, o’grady
Quinlan Academy of irish dance, mys-
tic Caravan dance, and loads more.
info: oysterfest@gmail.com.

Changing landscape
A bill that could allow a Commanders

stadium at rFK will soon get its first
hearing.  For anyone who doesn’t know,
rFK was named to honor robert F.
Kennedy after he was shot at the Am-
bassador Hotel where he was campaign-
ing.

A home at 6307 skyline terrace, in
skyline, has sold for $392,000.

Morningside memories: 40 years ago
mary V. Kuntz, a charter member of

the morningside Volunteer Fire depart-
ment ladies Auxiliary, died August 1,
1983.  

mary and her husband Alfred moved
to morningside in January 1941 and
bought a home on Pine grove drive.
About 1944, a fire at the Haney home,
also on Pine grove drive, took the life
of a mother and her two children.  this
tragedy led to the establishment of the
morningside Volunteer Fire depart-
ment.  

Al Kuntz was its first president and
mary helped form the ladies Auxiliary.

she worked for 13 years at morton’s
department store on Pennsylvania Av-
enue and was among the founding
parishioners of st. Philip’s Parish and a
member of the sodality.  

she and Al enjoyed square-dancing
with the swinging squares. After Al re-
tired from his job at the navy yard, he
and mary began travel around the u.s.,
mexico and Canada in their southwind
motor Home.   

mary was survived by her husband
of 45 years, Al; her daughter nellie and

PiKesVille, md. (sept. 21, 2023)—register online now and guarantee
your spot in the maryland state Police Fitness Challenge, set for saturday,
october 21.

the free event will take place at the Prince george’s sports and learning
Complex, located at 8001 sheriff road, landover, maryland 20785.  reg-
ister online and be sure to check in before 1 p.m. at the event.  Check-in
begins at 12:30 p.m.

the maryland state Police Fitness Challenge includes a 1 ½ miles of
running, along with a series of other exercises, including burpees, squats,
push-ups and sit-ups.  the Challenge was designed by msP trainers who
know what it takes to succeed in one of the finest police academies in the
country.

this Challenge incorporates facets of the maryland state Police Func-
tional Fitness Assessment test. it also simulates the physical demands
placed on our law enforcement professionals. online registration is required
for the event and you must be at least 18 years old to participate. those
among the top finishers will be awarded a maryland state Police t-shirt.

in addition to the challenge, representatives from various units within
the maryland state Police, including the K-9 unit, Aviation Command,
and the Forensic sciences division, will be on hand to answer questions
for those interested in pursuing a career with the department.

All participants must check in prior to 1 p.m. to be eligible for the race
and the giveaways.

For more information on how to register for the event and/or careers
with the maryland state Police, visit the department’s web page,
www.mdsp.maryland.gov. 
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In & Around Morningside-Skyline by mary mcHale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco by Audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

CASINO TRIP AND FUN
it’s time for a Casino trip and fun to delaware Park racetrack

and Casino slots Wilmington, delaware saturday, november
18, 2023.  Bus leaves st. Philip’s Church at 8:30 a.m. and Clinton
Park-n-ride at 9:30 a.m., returns approximately 7 p.m.  

the fun package includes transportation, rebate of $20.00
slot play with light refreshments, oldies but goodies, 50/50
raffle and gratuity.  the first 20 fully paid tickets will receive a
Free 50/50 rAFFle.  the cost is $55.00.  CashApp - $aretsgm
absolutely no refunds.  Please purchase a casino ticket by mon-
day, october 30, 2023, so you won’t be left out.

Points of contacts shirley Cleaves (302) 690-4260, doretha
A. savoy (301) 233-3136, Vivian rich (804) 301-9530.  What
happens on the bus stays on the bus.  sponsored by shirley
Cleaves.

REGIONAL/NATIONAL RECOGNITION
President Heidi Anderson is one of 30 people voted to the

Higher education Power list by the daily record.  the record
wrote, “maryland has justly earned a reputation as home to some
of the finest institutions of higher education in the nation.  the
men and women who make up our 2023 Higher education Power
list are among the reasons why.”

dr. Anderson is Chair of the Board of directors of American
Association of state Colleges and universities (AAsCu).
AAsCu is a Washington, d.C. based higher education associa-
tion of nearly 400 public colleges who share a historic commit-
ment to underserved students.

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS
DEPARTMENT

the department of Athletics at Bowie state university has
announced a clear bag policy at Bulldog stadium and A.C. Jordan
Arena for athletic events.  the move was made in conjunction
with the Bowie state Campus Police, according to the announce-
ment, and regulates the size and type of bag that may be carried
into the facilities.  the athletics department noted the policy is
consistent with those in many CiAA and non-conference venues. 

in addition to the clear bag policy, Bowie state Athletics
ticket office will only be accepting card payments.  there will
be no cash payments for any home football games for 2023.
Bsu ticket office will not accept cash at the ticket box office
game day, Bulldog nation is encouraged to purchase tickets in
advance and online.

A clear bag policy will be instituted at all Bowie state Football,
men’s Basketball and Women’s Basketball games.  Bag Policy:

Fans will only be able to carry the following style and size bag
into the stadium all of which are subject to search.  Bags that are
clear plastic, vinyl, or PVC and do not exceed 12"x6"x12". one-
gallon clear plastic freezer bag (Ziploc bag or similar).  small
clutch bags, measuring 4.5"x 6.5" with or without a handle or
strap.  All other bags will not be permitted.  

All other bags will not be permitted.  A list of prohibited bags
includes but is not limited to purses, backpacks, drawstring bags
that are not clear, briefcases, coolers, fanny pack, luggage, com-
puter bags, binocular cases, and diaper bags.  guests are encour-
aged to return unauthorized items to their vehicles.  Bowie state
university cannot safeguard items that are not permitted into the
stadium. For the most up-to-date information on Bowie state
Athletics and its 13 varsity sport teams, visit BsuBulldogs.com. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL
mark your calendars. nottingham myers united methodist

Church upcoming Harvest Festival, october 28, 2023, 10 a.m.–2
p.m. will be a day of fun.  there will be moon bounce, face
painting, games, and trunks for treats for the kids (and the kids
at heart).  Food- Chicken, Fish, Fries and more.  shop small
businesses for unique gifts for family and friends.  Health infor-
mation and more.

Vendor/Craft Fair space is available, $50 per space.  email
Kas6987@gmail.com if you are interested.  registration forms
will be sent.  Kim montgomery, nottingham myers united
methodist Church 15601 Brooks Church road, upper marlboro,
maryland 20772.

COZY CONCERT SERIES
Join Vohn “mr. Higgz” Higginbotham and Antone “Chooky”

Caldwell for an intimate musical experience.  these biological
brothers have made their individual marks musically across the
globe and are coming together in concert for the Cozy Concert
series.  it is a show you don’t want to miss.   the location is at
Party Headquarters powered by rockstar lifestyles october 19,
2023.  general Admission $20.00.  tickets are available on
eventbrite.  doors open at 6 p.m.. showtime 7 p.m.  Party Head-
quarters address is 15606 emerald Way, Bowie, maryland 20716.

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY EVENTS
stay up to date on festivals, events, and fun things to do in

Prince george’s County.  Whether you’re looking for live music,
cultural influence, exciting sports, or family entertainment, Prince
george’s offers nonstop fun for everyone.

www.experienceprincegeorges.com/events/  

By Press oFFiCer
Maryland State Police

Maryland State Police Fitness
Challenge Set for October 21 at
Prince George’s Sports and
Learning Complex

AnnAPolis, md. (sept. 21, 2023)—lt. governor Aruna miller today
joined the maryland motor Vehicle Administration and state Highway Ad-
ministration to provide an update on the progress of Work Zone safety
Work group.

lt. gov. miller announced the work group will be seeking public input
through a public survey, giving marylanders the opportunity to share their
thoughts in the ongoing work of the group to make work zones safer.
Through October 12, Marylanders can visit ZeroDeathsMD.gov/

WZSurvey to complete the survey. the maryland Highway safety office
staff will also be administering the survey at motor Vehicle branch offices
throughout the state. 

“i am proud of progress that the Work Zone safety group has made
thus far through ongoing collaboration and partnership between highway
safety experts, members of law enforcement, and individuals with experi-
ence working on these sites” said lt. gov. miller. “yet, the astonishing
number of crashes on maryland work zones makes it clear that we need a
change in culture regarding work zones—and that culture change must
come from drivers themselves. that’s why i’m calling on marylanders to
provide their input and be a part of the process to make our work zones
safer for the people who work on them.” 

Across maryland on any given day, there are on average 1,000 roadway
workers improving maryland’s transportation infrastructure at more than
300 work sites, in addition to law enforcement personnel.

Announced in April 2023 by governor Wes moore, the work group is
chaired by lt. gov. miller, a former transportation engineer, and is made
up of individuals with expertise in the transportation sector, members of
law enforcement, labor leaders, and individuals with direct experience in
work zones.

the Work Zone safety Work group will put forward a comprehensive
set of recommended actions by the end of the year to keep roadway workers
safe and decrease the number of crashes that occur in construction work
sites on maryland highways.  the group is exploring updating how work
zones are set up, increased enforcement, and increasing driver awareness
and education through a combination of regulatory, executive, and legislative
actions. 

“We are actively developing ideas to drastically change driver behavior
about work zone safety to keep highway workers safe and to ensure they
go home at the end of the day uninjured,” said state Highway Administrator
William Pines. “road workers call work zones their offices and we all
need to slow down and move over—it’s the law.” 

“Being the chair of the roadway operations Work Zone safety sub-
committee, i am charged with developing concepts that change driver be-
havior while they navigate work zones,” said state Highway Administration
deputy Administrator and Chief engineer of operations teri soos. “our
work will protect highway workers from danger.” 

“our focus is changing the behaviors of drivers—to emphasize to every-
one that we All have a personal responsibility to drive safely so lives
aren’t lost on our roadways,” said motor Vehicle Administrator and gov.
moore’s Highway safety representative Chrissy nizer. “the current number
of crashes and fatalities in maryland is unacceptable and if drivers do not
change their behavior now, we are going to experience more needless
deaths as a result of motor vehicle crashes.”

By Press oFFiCer
Maryland LG News

Lt. Governor Aruna Miller Joins 
State Highway Administration, 
Motor Vehicle Administration to 
Call on Marylanders to Help
Make Maryland Work 
Zones Safer
Officials Gave an Update on The Work Zone Safety Work
Group and Announced Public Participation 
in Group’s Process



sical Journey to latin America,” Cantaré performs songs in spanish and
Portuguese, delving into the cultural heritage of the Caribbean, and Central
and south America. in this performance, the whole family is invited to
sing, play percussion, and dance to latin rhythms like salsa and merengue.
the show will be performed at the  at the greenbelt Branch library on
oct. 3 at 6 p.m. 

la marvela, performing Afro-indigenous music from the coast of
Colombia and Puerto rico, is an all-woman music band showcasing the
heritage of the Colombian Caribbean region, with influences rooted in
African, indigenous, and european traditions. their performances, taking
place at the Bowie Branch library on oct. 7 at 1 p.m. and the new Car-
rollton Branch library on oct. 14 at 1 p.m., pay tribute to the untold
stories and remarkable talent of women in music.

dominican-American singer liah Perez blends pop, latin rock, and
ballads to perform songs exploring themes of love, loss, the search for
home, and the quest for meaning. she will play at the laurel Branch
library on oct. 7 at 1 p.m. and the glenarden Branch library on oct. 14
at 1 p.m. 

Other Events 
the encanto dance team hosts a salsa workshop for dancers of all

skill levels at the Beltsville Branch library at largo-Kettering Branch li-
brary on oct. 4 at 6 p.m., and at the Hyattsville Branch library on oct. 11
at 6 p.m.

in the “Frijoles Charros Cooking demonstration” led by the university
of maryland extension, attendees will have the opportunity to learn how
to prepare the traditional mexican dish frijoles charros, as well as the cul-
tural significance behind it. the demonstration takes place at the upper
marlboro Branch library on oct. 10 at 6 p.m. 

the national museum of language’s multilingual program “An ex-
ploration of Puerto rico!” will take attendees on a virtual cruise to Puerto
rico, discussing the island’s resources, food, and spanish-speaking culture.
light refreshments will be provided. the event for children and teens
takes place at the upper marlboro Branch library on oct. 14 at 2 p.m.

All-ages programs
• sept. 30 from 10:30 a.m.–2 p.m.: Festival of Cultures, laurel 
• sept. 30 at 1 p.m.: desanguashington Band: Colombian-American mu-

sic, spauldings
• oct. 4 at 6 p.m.: latin rhythms: salsa dance Workshop, largo-Ketter-

ing
• oct. 7 at 1 p.m.: la marvela: Afro-indigenous music from the Coast of

Colombia and Puerto rico, Bowie
• oct. 7 at 1 p.m.: music Performance by liah Perez, dominican-Amer-

ican singer and songwriter, laurel
• oct. 10 at 6 p.m.: Frijoles Charros Cooking demonstration with the

university of maryland extension, upper marlboro
• oct. 11 at 6 p.m.: latin rhythms: salsa dance Workshop, Hyattsville
• oct. 14 at 1 p.m.: la marvela: Afro-indigenous music from the Coast

of Colombia and Puerto rico, new Carrollton 
• oct. 14 at 1 p.m.: music Performance by liah Perez, dominican-Amer-

ican singer and songwriter, glenarden
• oct. 14 at 2 p.m.: An exploration of Puerto rico! - Presented by the

national museum of language, upper marlboro (children and teens)

Programs for Children 
• oct. 3 at 6 p.m.: ¡mucha música!: An interactive musical Journey to

latin America-Presented by Cantaré, greenbelt
• oct. 11 at 3:30 p.m.: Crafternoon: lotería, mount rainier 
• oct. 11 at 4 p.m.: Crafternoon: Calaveras masks!, Baden
• oct. 12 at 10 a.m.: spanish/english ready 2 read storytime: Ages 3-5,

mount rainier
• oct 12 at 11 a.m.: ready 2 read Art: Ages 3-5, Baden

Programs for Teens 
• oct. 4 at 3:30 p.m.: latine legends: spooky stories, new Carrollton

Programs for Adults
• oct. 4 at 6 p.m.: Book discussion: “solito” by Javier Zamora, Beltsville
• oct. 10 at 7 p.m.: "daughters of latin America" with sandra guzmán

and dahlma llanos-Figueroa - Co-presented with the Prince george's
County office of Human rights, Virtual 

• oct. 11 at 5 p.m.: movie screening and discussion: “spencer,” Beltsville
• oct. 11 at 6:30 p.m.: rock Banned Book Club: “lawn Boy” by Jonathan

evison - Co-presented with the Prince george’s County office of Human
rights, laurel
in addition to attending programs, library customers are encouraged to

visit PgCmls’ Hispanic Heritage Hub for information in english and
spanish about all upcoming events, online resources, information from
local and national organizations, videos, and book recommendations.

son-in-law roy Pearce, three granddaughters and many grand- and great-
grandchildren.  

Milestones
Happy Birthday to Jasmine Wade, nola thomas and my grandson sam

mudd, oct. 2; John ihrig, oct. 3; marlene titus, oct. 4; sue gilmore and
muriel ireson, oct. 5; rory lohman, Carmen Buffington and george
nixon, oct. 6; dr. Alvin thornton and Kam’ron Blade, oct. 7.

Happy 37th anniversary to Bill & terry ratliff on oct. 4; and Happy
34th anniversary to my daughter elaine and luke seidman on oct. 7.

riVerdAle, md. (sept. 21, 2023)—the m-nCPPC, de-
partment of Parks and recreation in Prince george’s County
in partnership with the County Council is proud to again offer
its weekend tutoring program, saturday enrichment Academy
(seA), to help improve grades and test scores of county youth.
in this three-hour weekly program, learning coaches use cre-
ative ways to meet the needs and styles of participants in
grades 1–3 to promote academic acceleration. seA is Free
for Prince george’s County residents ages 6–9 and will take
place at nine department locations September 20–December
9, from 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

“the purpose of our saturday enrichment Academy is to
provide academic support to youth who are having challenges
with english language Arts and steAm”, states Anica o’neil,
Assistant division Chief at the department. “it is our goal to
bridge the gap and provide our youth with resources and a
comfortable, fun, engaging environment that will assist with
mitigating their learning challenges.”

students receive small group tutoring that creates a more
comfortable learning environment and allows tutors to meet
participants where they are. seA will take place each saturday
at the following locations in Prince george’s County:

• Berwyn Heights elementary school
• Columbia Park Community Center
• deerfield run Community Center
• Fort Washington Forest Community Center
• glassmanor Community Center
• lake Arbor Community Center
• langley Park-mcCormick elementary school
• William Beanes Community Center
• William Hall Academy

registration is open on Parks direct. to learn more, contact
anica.oneil@pgparks.com.

With over 28,000 acres of parkland, trails, athletic fields, play-
grounds and more, M-NCPPC, Department of Parks and Recre-
ation in Prince George’s County provides an award-winning
park system through progressive, quality, innovative leadership
and a commitment to its community and environment. The De-
partment delivers first-class recreational activities and programs
for people of all ages and ability levels. It strives to improve the
quality of life for residents in Prince George’s County and the
communities in which they live, work, and raise families. The
Department’s facilities and programming continue to evolve and
expand to keep pace with the needs of its vibrant community.
For more information, visit www.pgparks.com.

on behalf of County executive An-
gela Alsobrooks, we invite you to join
us at men Who Cook in Pink in support
of breast cancer.  men Who Cook in Pink
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 28, 12
p.m.–3 p.m. at oxon Hill High school
in oxon Hill, md. during the month of
october, Prince george’s County will be
partnering with various community or-
ganizations, champions, health care
providers and corporate donors to bring
awareness, educate, and engage resi-
dents, both survivors and supporters, in
meaningful events throughout the

County. A portion of the proceeds will
support nueva Vida, Hope Connections
and emanual Health education—all
County-based nonprofits who are doing
great work with a focus on breast cancer
for both women and men.
Facts:Breast cancer affects more than

33% of Black and brown residents in
Prince george’s County, most of which
are residents who are considered low-
moderate income, and/or do not have the
proper health insurance coverage for ad-
equate medical attention. Prince george’s
has a cancer incidence rate that is in the
green zone and comparable to maryland
counties, tending toward cause for con-
cern with respect to the united states as

a whole. However, when we look at age
adjusted death due to cancer, Prince
george’s is in the lowest 25% of mary-
land counties, and above the 2020 targets
and way above the 2030 targets. Working
together, we can do better and improve
cancer outcomes as a community.

We look forward to you supporting
breast cancer awareness in Prince
george’s County at men Who Cook in
Pink! tickets are going fast, so get yours
today!

https://www.instantseats.com/index.cf
m?fuseaction=buy.event&eventid=3168
C 7 d d - 0 C e 7 - A 3 B 5 -
3CAB9e4F787983B9.cfm
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Morningside from A2

By Press oFFiCer
Department of Parks and Recreation

Department of Parks and Recreation, 
Prince George’s County Continues 
Saturday Enrichment Academy

By Press oFFiCer
CEX-Proud Events

Prince George’s Goes Pink for Breast Cancer
Awareness: Men Who Cook in Pink

PAsAdenA, md. (sept. 21, 2023)—
the holiday season can be a difficult time
for those who are missing a loved one.
For those people, the Chesapeake life
Center offers its living with loss
through the Holidays workshop to help
adults, children and teens find a way to
copy with their grief while the rest of the
world seems to be filled with festivities.

While adults who are grieving often
want to avoid the holidays and wish they
could skip them all together, children are
not as prone to losing their excitement.

they still want to participate in the sea-
son’s traditions.

the balance for parents and caregivers
can be tricky. Part of the grieving process
can require backing away from the hectic
nature of the holidays. At the same time,
they want to try to keep a sense of nor-
malcy for their children by honoring sea-
sonal traditions. Finding that compromise
takes some thoughtful planning and
preparation, and careful, appropriate
communication with the entire family.

in this workshop led by grief profes-
sionals, participants can join in group ac-
tivities to help them find a way to honor
the memory of their loved ones while

still granting themselves permission to
grieve. For youth ages 6 to 18, the pro-
gram will offer participants an opportu-
nity to take part in holiday-themed ac-
tivities that will help them learn about
getting through the holidays without their
special person.

this year’s holiday program will be
held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. thursday,
Dec. 7, on the John & Cathy Belcher
Campus, 90 ritchie Highway, Pasadena,
maryland. the cost is $10 per person.
registration is required and can be com-
pleted by calling 1-888-501-7077 or
emailing griefinfo@chesapeake
lifecenter.org.

Workshop Can Help Adults, Children and Teens
Cope With Grief During the Holidays

Hispanic Heritage from A2

By elyZABetH mArCussen
Hospice of the Chesapeake

dance to the scorching hot rhythms of three-time
grammy® nominated tiemPo liBre.  Well into their third
decade, Afro-Caribbean music group tiemPo liBre remains
one of the hottest latin bands today.  equally at home in
concert halls, jazz clubs, festival stages and dance venues,
tiemPo liBre is celebrated for its sophisticated tropical
music featuring an irresistible, exhilarating mix of jazz har-
monies, contemporary sonorities and seductive latin rhythms.
in 2023, tiemPo liBre continues to uplift and inspire audi-
ences worldwide with their scorching hot performances to
eager and adoring audiences.

For tickets and information, call the Box office at 240-
567-5301, monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. and 3–6 p.m. to
order tickets online, please visit our Web site at www.mont-
gomerycollege.edu/PAC. group rates are available. VisA/mas-
terCard/ discover accepted. the Center is wheelchair accessible
and is equipped with infrared sound enhancement for the hear-
ing impaired.

the robert e. Parilla Performing Arts Center offers world-
class entertainment to the greater Washington, d.C. community.
through the Center, montgomery College supports and en-
courages lifelong education and appreciation for the arts. the

College serves nearly 60,000 students each year at three cam-
puses in montgomery County, maryland. 

Who:  robert e. Parilla Performing Arts Center
2023-2024 guest Artist series
What:  three-time grammy® nominated tiemPo liBre
When: Friday, September 29, 2023, 7:30 p.m.
Where:  robert e. Parilla Performing Arts Center
montgomery College
51 mannakee street • rockville, md 20850
tickets:  tickets are $25 regular, $23 seniors, and $5 students
w/id 
(student tickets must be purchased through the box office.)
reserved seating • Box office: 240-567-5301 
www.montgomerycollege.edu/pac

By Press oFFiCer
Robert E. Parilla Performing Arts Center

Three-Time Grammy®
Nominated
TIEMPO LIBRE

leagues recognized her efforts as a longtime universal design advocate in
the County who has worked tirelessly to bring this legislation to fruition
and create a more genuinely inclusive Prince george’s County. 

“Adopting a universal design approach when building new homes pro-
vides a range of benefits and ensures that everyone can more easily function
in their home. it promotes inclusivity and visibility and allows people of
all ages and abilities to live together comfortably and safely,” said Council
member ivey in previous legislative discussions.

universal design requirements under CB-65-2023 will apply to exterior
entrances, interior routes of travel, the placement of some controls, switches,
electrical sockets, and plugs, and would require a bathroom and kitchen on
the first level. 

Legislation from A1

PHoto Courtesy tHe roBert e. PArillA PerForming Arts Center

Afro-Caribbean music group TIEMPO LIBRE



WAsHington (sept. 21, 2023)—the Chesapeake Bay could
see a boost in status under legislation introduced this summer to
designate the region as a national recreation Area.

sponsored by sen. Chris Van Hollen, d-maryland, and rep.
John sarbanes, d-maryland, the Chesapeake national recreation
Area Act would allow the national Park service to bring into its
network sites in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, which covers
over 60,000 square miles across six states and Washington, d.C.
sites would be included either through donations or purchases,
but the new designation would not affect the rights of other prop-
erty owners along the watershed.

“We know that the Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure and
it's a global treasure,” Van Hollen said in an interview with Capital
news service. “We believe that by including this national treasure
within the national Park service system, we will ensure that it is
protected in the future.”

efforts to establish a Chesapeake national recreation Area
date back to the 2000s, when a study called for the bay to become
a unit of the national Park service. this year’s legislation also
comes amid attempts to mitigate the declining health of the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed and efforts to highlight lesser-known parts
of bay history, including the contributions of native Americans
and Black watermen to the ecosystem and economy.

the bill was created through a “unique process,” Van Hollen
said. in 2021, in a practice uncommon among most lawmakers,
he and sarbanes created a working group to solicit feedback on
what the legislation should look like.

the bill is currently in committee but Van Hollen said a bipar-
tisan coalition of lawmakers is “determined to get it over the
finish line” by the end of this congressional session.

Currently, the park service administers certain sites in the wa-
tershed, including those designated as national monument units.
the Chesapeake gateways program, established through federal
legislation in 1998, allows the park service to partner with and
provide assistance to local and regional organizations involved
in the bay.

But lawmakers are calling for the park service to play a larger
and more administerial role, especially as they strive to tell pre-
viously-untold stories about the watershed’s inhabitants.

“right now, there's no entity whose mission is to help tell the
stories of the Chesapeake Bay,” Van Hollen said. “if you look at
the Chesapeake Bay, in many ways, its history is a microcosm of
our American history… so there are all sorts of stories.”

For maryland residents like Vincent leggett, whose families
have been involved in those stories for generations as avid fish-
ermen, shipbuilders and dockworkers, the bill offers the promise
of highlighting history that’s previously been passed over.

leggett is a member of Blacks of the Chesapeake—an organ-
ization that aims to highlight Black history in the watershed—
which was part of the working group for the bill.

“African Americans, i feel, were the backbone to the maritime
and seafood industries here in the Chesapeake Bay region, but
our stories were not elevated, nor were they exposed through our
own voices,” leggett said.

leggett hopes that expanding the reach of the park service in
the region will also draw these populations into bay conservation.
only 7% of the state’s bay shoreline is publicly accessible, he
said, causing a “sense of alienation” for people of color in the re-
gion who can’t get involved in cleanup efforts.

According to the Chesapeake Bay Program, the main entity
responsible for conservation and restoration of the bay, there are
1,296 public access points to the body of water across its six wa-
tershed states and Washington, d.C.

the bill, if passed, would authorize the park service to admin-
ister additional landmarks in the Chesapeake Bay watershed—a
step Van Hollen said would further improve public access to the
bay.

Blacks of the Chesapeake has worked with state and federal
lawmakers in maryland on several projects along the bay, leggett
said, including planning a heritage park at the historically-Black
elktonia Beach in Annapolis and ensuring that Black history is
highlighted at Whitehall manor, which was built by enslaved in-
dividuals. some of these sites, if acquired by the park service,
could become highlights of a Chesapeake national recreation
Area.

the bill’s sponsors also touted the legislation as an opportunity
to create jobs and enhance maryland’s economy.

“By designating a unified national recreation Area for the
Chesapeake Bay, this legislation seeks to elevate the regional sto-
ries that shaped our nation’s history, promote the spirit of stew-
ardship, improve public access and spur economic growth across

the bay region,” sarbanes said in an e-mail to Cns.
the lawmakers have projected that turning the watershed into

a park service unit will boost tourism in the region, augmenting
its already-major role in the bay states’ economies. in maryland,
recreational boating generates an average of $2.03 billion and
32,025 jobs each year, and wildlife-watching excursions generate
over $600 million a year, according to the Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation.

leggett said that the bill is an opportunity to foster these in-
dustries while increasing awareness of the bay’s integral role in
the region.

“i think that by bringing more attention to the Chesapeake
Bay… it just generates so many millions of dollars and employ-
ment opportunities and tourism,” he said. “i think that as we en-
deavor to improve the water quality of the bay, that is going to
enhance the fisheries, it is going to enhance heritage tourism and
all of the related businesses that surround it.”

“If you can think it, you can do it. If you can
dream it, you can do it. Just keep working hard. It
won’t come easy and it will seem impossible but if
you keep working hard it will definitely happen.”

—Coco gauff 

tennis is a sport that has been historically dom-
inated by white athletes. However, the sport has
since been experiencing a massive shift. today,
young Black athletes, exemplified by the prodi-
gious Coco gauff, are not just participating, but

also shining on the world’s largest stages. their
rise not only redefines the face of American tennis
but also challenges long-standing narratives around
race and sports.  

remembering tennis greats like Arthur Ashe
and Althea gibson, we celebrate their unforgettable
spirit and the legacy they left behind. these pio-
neers battled racial prejudice, both subtle and overt,
to carve out their places in the archives of tennis
history. their stories are the epitome of courage,
perseverance, and resilience.  

Ashe and gibson blazed new trails in sports
and in social justice.  Coco gauff is who they
blazed them for. 

it’s fitting that gauff won the u.s. open as the
nation celebrates 50 years since it became the first
of the grand slam tournaments to offer equal prize
money to men and women.  Billy Jean King, who
spearheaded the boycott that led to equal pay, said
“she’s the reason we fought so hard 50 years ago.”

like many among the new generation of out-
spoken Black athletes, gauff has used her platform
to advocate for social justice—a trail that her own
grandmother, yvonne lee, helped to blaze when
she became the first Black student to attend delray
Beach’s all-white seacrest High school in 1961. 

though she was only 16 when george Floyd
was murdered by minneapolis police in 2020,
gauff delivered a powerful speech at Black lives
matter rally outside delray Beach City Hall,
speaking just after her grandmother, saying “i
think it’s sad that i’m here protesting the same
thing that she did 50-plus years ago.” 

like her grandmother, gauff stormed onto the
scene with a maturity and expertise well beyond
her years. From her run at Wimbledon in 2019
defeating seven-time grand slam title winner Ve-
nus Williams, to her consistent performance on

the global stage, Coco’s story is a testament to the
transformative power of dedication and grit. But
Coco is more than just a talented tennis player.
she embodies hope, the promise of change, and
the boundless potential of the next generation.
she’s not alone though. Players like Frances
tiafoe, sloane stephens, and taylor townsend
also play crucial roles in reshaping that narrative.  

together, they signify the increasing diversity
in a sport once perceived as elitist and exclusive.  

this rise of young Black athletes in tennis is
not just about achieving individual excellence. it’s
about challenging the status quo, breaking barriers,
and carving out spaces where historically there
were none. their successes send a powerful mes-
sage to Black children everywhere that they too
can challenge the status quo, and win. it is also
important for institutions and stakeholders in tennis
to recognize this shift and support it. From funding
grassroots programs in marginalized communities
to promoting diversity at all levels, there’s a lot
that can and should be done.  

As we celebrate Coco gauff and other Black
athletes in this sport, let’s remember the signifi-
cance of their journey. they are not just changing
the face of tennis; they are changing the fabric of
American sports.              —September 21, 2023
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i recently shared several passages from a ser-
mon my dear friend rev. dr. shannon daley-Har-
ris, who served Children’s defense Fund for 30
years, preached at Princeton university Chapel ti-
tled “draw the Circle Wide.” in it, rev. daley-
Harris spoke about the need for all of us to draw
circles wide enough to see and welcome others
in, instead of creating walls that keep others out.
she also asked an important question: how do we
learn to act with love and justice?  rev. daley-
Harris shared that thanks to a grant from the Chil-
dren’s spirituality research and innovation Hub
at union Presbyterian seminary, she has been en-
gaged in a research project, “nurturing Children
with a Heart for Justice,” to understand how chil-

dren from birth to age eight develop an under-
standing of justice.

As she explained some of her first findings:
“the surprising bottom line is that children un-
derstand justice much sooner than we might as-
sume . . . From the time they are babies, children
are putting together many of the pieces that will
develop into an understanding of justice. While
still infants and toddlers, children prefer those who
help to those who hinder, and want to help. they
expect resources to be shared equally and want to
share equally.” she also shared research showing
that even young children value equity more than
strict equality following explicit conversations
with adults that show them the difference in age-

appropriate ways. Absent these conversations, chil-
dren often default to equality or to explanations
like personal effort or personal qualities to under-
stand why things seem unfair; but when children
as young as five understand that a high-status
group created, maintains, and perpetuates struc-
tures that lead to inequality, it reduces children’s
bias and increases their efforts to rectify inequality.
rev. daley-Harris added: “that means we adults
must not shy away from these brave and honest
conversations.”

rev. daley-Harris is studying “how children
create ‘moral circles,’ and how they are helped to
understand differences they observe. From infancy,
children develop a familiarity bias; those whom
they see, interact with, are cared for by, are famil-
iar. As they observe who is around them children
develop ‘moral circles,’ defined by researchers
Chalik and rhodes as ‘boundaries within which
we view others as worthy of moral concern.’ re-
searcher Paul Bloom notes that children sort people
into three large circles: ‘Kin,’ ‘in-group,’ and
‘strangers.’ As they are developing these circles,
based on familiarity, of who is kin, in-group, and
strangers, babies are also observing characteristics
of people. they notice languages, accents, genders,
ages, skin tones, and more, preferring those that
are familiar. And so we see in babies that it is an
inevitable part of human nature to categorize; none
of us, not even babies, is ‘color blind’ when it
comes to seeing people.” But, she emphasized,

“babies and young children don’t attach values to
any of these observed categories automatically.
Children first look to adults to discern what sig-
nificance differences have.”

she continued on this critical point: “if we treat
people with different skin tones, languages, sexu-
alities, genders, as bad or less than, our children
will. if we wall ourselves off, hem ourselves into
homogenous circles, our children will see those
unlike themselves as ‘other.’ But, if we seek out
or create diverse community, an inclusive circle
of chosen family or ‘kin,’ that’s how our children
will regard them. researcher Bloom observes that
‘the categories of kin, in-group, and stranger are
porous.’ getting to know those who seem ‘other’
personally, through stories, by joining in common
cause, and focusing on individual identities, all
help widen our moral circles. And the powerful
metaphor of kinship affects children’s perceptions,
emotions, and actions as well. if we lean into our
shared identity as children of god, which makes
everyone ‘kin,’ then our children will too.”

this is a call to us. Helping children see that
we all share a common kinship—and should all
treat others as we want to be treated—is a critical
step towards nurturing and preserving their innate
sense of justice. rev. daley-Harris summed up:
“it’s never too soon and it’s never too late to pro-
claim, teach, remind, and enact the truth that each
person is kin as a beloved, precious child of god.”
Amen!                              —September 22, 2023

Marian Wright Edelman
Founder and President Emerita, 

Children’s Defense Fund

ChildWatch:

Nurturing Children With a 
Heart for Justice

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League

To Be Equal:

U.S. Open Champ and Phenom Coco Gauff
Represents a New Era of American Tennis
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COMMENTARY

Maryland Lawmakers Push for 
Chesapeake Bay to Become National Park Unit
By sHiFrA dAyAK
Capital News Service



lAurel, md. (sept. 20, 2023)—
A leading water industry organi-
zation today recognized all six of
WssC Water’s water resource re-
covery facilities (WrrFs—for-
merly known as wastewater treat-
ment plants) for outstanding
performance in complying with
federal permit limits and Clean
Water Act standards. the national
Association of Clean Water Agen-
cies (nACWA) presented its Peak
Performance Awards to the high-
performing facilities at WssC
Water’s monthly Commission
meeting. 

there are three categories of
awards: 
• Platinum for facilities that have

consistently achieved perfect
compliance for five or more
years; 

• gold for facilities that achieve
100 percent compliance for an
entire calendar year; and 

• silver for facilities that received
no more than five permit viola-
tions in a calendar year. 

WssC Water’s facilities earned
Peak Performance Awards as fol-
lows: 
Platinum  
• damascus, 23rd consecutive

year  
• Parkway, 17th consecutive year  
• seneca, 17th consecutive year 
Gold  
• Piscataway, 1st year  
• Western Branch, 2nd consecu-

tive year 
Silver 
• Hyattstown 1st year 

“As champions of clean water,
these awards reflect our commit-
ment to protecting the Chesapeake
Bay by returning clean water to
maryland rivers and streams,”
said WssC Water general man-
ager and Ceo Kishia l. Powell.
“i thank nACWA for recognizing
our facilities, and i especially want
to thank our employees—team
H2o—for their dedication to ex-
cellence and their innovative
mindset to deploy new technolo-
gies to effectively remove nitro-
gen and phosphorus while reduc-
ing energy and chemical costs.” 

AnnAPolis, md. (sept. 19, 2023)—As the invasive spotted
lanternfly continues to spread nationwide, its proliferation has
highlighted an even more worrisome invasive species: the prolific
“stinking sumac,” or tree of heaven. 

national geographic referred to the tree of heaven as the
“hellish invasive species” in 2021. it is a fast-growing deciduous
tree that provides food for the spotted lanternfly, kills native
plants and can cause severe damage to infrastructure.

since its introduction in Pennsylvania in the 1700s, the tree
has been reported as invasive in at least 30 states, according to
the California department of Fish and Wildlife.  

the tree, native to China and taiwan, was commonly sold in
nurseries by the 1840s, the CdFW said. Across the country, Chi-
nese immigrants brought the tree to California during the gold
rush in the mid-1800s, the u.s. Forest service said. 

“We have invasive plants from all over,” said mikaela Boley,
university of maryland extension principal agent associate.
“they come to the united states or they come to an area they
don’t belong necessarily, and because they don’t have any natural
predators or competition, some of their growing habits make
them able to proliferate very easily.”

the tree of heaven is often mistaken for native trees like the
black walnut, but can be identified by its leaves and strange
odor. 

“the best way to identify it is by the foliage. it has very large
compound leaves.” said Christa Carignan, coordinator of digital
horticulture education for the university of maryland extension.
“they basically look like a giant feather. there’s this central
stalk in the leaf, and then it has leaflets coming off of that central
stalk. so it might have anywhere from 11 to 25 leaflets on a
single leaf.”

Flowers or damaged foliage may smell like “peanut butter
that has gone bad,” she said, and can be an effective way of
identifying the trees. 

the biggest issue caused by the plant is how fast and aggres-
sively it grows, threatening the habitat of native trees and wildlife,
Carignan continued. 

the tree of heaven is allelopathic, which means it introduces
deadly chemicals into the soil to effectively kill competing plants,
but is also a high seed-producer that can withstand harsh growing
conditions. the tree can also cause severe damage to sidewalks
and building foundations, according to the Purdue landscape
report. 

“this particular species is really good in urban environments,”
Boley said. “they’ll grow in a crack in the concrete. so they’re
very strategic about how they grow and unfortunately, they also

happen to be the one of the preferred hosts for spotted lanternflies,
which is another invasive species,” Boley continued.

spanning 14 states since the insect was first found in the u.s.
in 2014, including maryland, the spotted lanternfly poses a threat
to native plants and fruit crops like grapes.  the maryland de-
partment of Agriculture says to squash and report the fly.

sudlersville farmer Jennie schmidt has seen hundreds of spot-
ted lanternflies in her buffer area between acres, where multiple
trees of heaven grow, she said. 

“What i’m looking at right now are actually two really small
sapling trees of heaven that i sprayed with herbicides to kill,”
schmidt explained, walking through her buffer area. “And so i
came up here just to see how they look and, even though they’re
dead, they’re absolutely covered in lanternflies.”

the best way to kill adult trees of heaven is to use the “hack
and squirt” method, Boley advised. 

“you literally chop into the bark of the tree near the base, and
then you squirt a herbicide that’s rated for trees into those wounds
and that should effectively kill without having to chop them
down,” she explained. 

Herbicides are needed to effectively kill the tree’s root system
and can be applied directly to smaller sprouts, Carignan said.
Chopping down adult trees without this treatment could cause
the root system to expand.

the university of maryland extension recommends removing
any trees of heaven to help control the spotted lanternfly popu-
lation, but emphasizes the importance of correct identification. 

AnnAPolis, md. (sept. 19, 2023)—the spotted lanternfly, an
invasive, crop-damaging insect, has finished mating season and
is preparing to lay egg masses around maryland, threatening
farms and local plants, particularly on the eastern shore and in
northern maryland.

if you see these egg masses or the bugs,  officials say to
scrape, smash and report eggs to the department of Agriculture.

spotted lanternflies have spread quickly across 14 states, in-
cluding delaware, Virginia and maryland since their arrival in
the country from China in 2014, according to the Animal and
Plant Health inspection service. though the flies don’t sting or
bite, they have threatened plants in maryland since their discovery
in 2018 in Cecil County.

the bugs’ preferred foods are fruit, like grapes, and trees, in-
cluding maples, and especially the common, invasive, weedy
tree of heaven.

“the spotted lanternfly causes serious damage, including oozing
sap, wilting, leaf curling and dieback in trees, vines, crops and
many other types of plants,” said the Pennsylvania department of
Agriculture’s website. “in addition to plant damage, when spotted
lanternflies feed, they excrete a sugary substance, called honeydew,
that encourages the growth of black, sooty mold.”

the pests can be identified by their distinctive gray, black
and red wings with black spots, while the younger bugs in their
“nymph phase” are black or red with white spots. these bugs
can be found across the state, but infestations are worst in northern
maryland and along the eastern shore, according to the univer-
sity of maryland extension.

though sudlersville produce grower Jennie schmidt finds
the flies in her vineyard, she's found hundreds in her buffer area
between farm acres, she said.

“When we were mowing one of our buffers a couple of weeks
ago, my husband must have hit one of the tree of Heaven and
all these lanternflies came flying out. so we started looking more
closely and in those groves of the tree of heaven, there are hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of them,” schmidt said. 

Her main concern is transporting the lanternflies from her
farm to other vineyards, she said. 

“i don't want to travel with my grapes and my spotted lantern-
flies to places that don't already have them because i don't know
how they got here, like, in the middle of nowhere,” schmidt
continued.

owen Bailey, director of land use and policy for the eastern
shore land Conservancy, remembers seeing juvenile lanternflies

in his Chestertown yard this spring. 
“they were in my backyard along my fence line where i have

a lot of wild grape vines growing, and i noticed dozens and
dozens of them along that vine. i tried to squish them or kill
them with my hands but they actually proved pretty fast and elu-
sive,” he said.

the insects are most active during summer, but begin laying
egg masses along any hard surfaces in september and ending in
about november or until the first freeze, according to the Cornell
College of Agriculture and life sciences.

“they {the egg masses} are about one inch long, and they
have a gray mud-like covering. that covering will crack and dry
over time,” said rachel rhodes, university of maryland exten-
sion master gardener. “so it kind of looks like a raised piece of
putty. the covering will eventually flake off and it will reveal 30
to about 50 brown eggs.”

lanternflies thrive here because they aren’t preyed upon by
the state’s insects or animals, she continued. 

“We do have praying mantis, and assassin bugs, and predatory
stink bugs and birds. But because they are an invasive insect, we
don’t necessarily have natural predators in our areas that will go
after them as a snack,” rhodes continued.

Anyone can help curb the pest population: officials recom-
mend using a plastic card or putty knife to scrape then crush any
lanternfly egg masses, as well as eliminating any trees of heaven
to avoid attracting the insect.
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PHoto Credit CeCeliA sHilling/CAPitAl neWs serViCe

A tree of heaven sprouts from a sidewalk in downtown 
Annapolis. Trees of heaven can be identified by the feather-
like arrangement of leaves and their nutty smell. 

PHoto monoCletoPHAt123/CreAtiVe Commons

A spotted lanternfly is caught in a spiderweb. Spotted
lanternflies can be identified by their distinctive grey, red and
black wings with black spots. 

By CeCeliA sHilling
Capital News Service

ENVIRONMENT

Hellish Tree of Heaven Weeds Out Native Plants

By CeCeliA sHilling
Capital News Service

Seeing Spotted Lanternfly Eggs? 
Scrape, Smash, Report Them

By Press oFFiCer
WSSC Water

WSSC Water Recognized
for Wastewater Excellence 
All Six Water Resource Recovery Facilities Receive Peak
Performance Awards  
From National Association of Clean Water Agencies 

Dear EarthTalk: 
How can I be a more environmentally responsible parent?

—Betsy e., Boston, mA

sustainable parenting isn’t easy given all the ways modern society
has become largely a profusion of disposable products. Besides making
conscious decisions about the products you buy, you also have to think
about teaching your kids to do the right thing—and you can never
start too early.

one way to do the right thing by the planet is opting for reusable
diapers. the average American baby uses 7,000 disposable diapers
over the course of a typical three-year run. some 200,000 trees are cut
down each year in the u.s. alone to provide the wood pulp found in
diapers. to make matters worse, the diaper’s plastic and absorbent
polymers are not recyclable.

nowadays you can purchase reusable diapers at a local Walmart or
target, or online. Popular brands include Cotton Babies, nora’s nursery
and green mountain. many people are concerned about the washing
process, but it is relatively simple. For liquid waste, you should pre-
rinse the diaper with water. For solid waste, you should allocate a
spatula or knife as a “scraper” and dispose of the waste in the toilet.
you can purchase a dry pail to hold the diapers until laundry day.
Keep in mind, reusable diapers must be washed with water that is at
least 140 degrees Fahrenheit (60 degrees Celsius) to kill bacteria. 

Another environmental hazard of parenthood is baby wet wipes.
Almost all, even the “flushable” ones, contain microplastics which do
not biodegrade. this causes buildup in pipes because grease tends to
accumulate on the plastic. Also, these microplastics can get into local
water bodies and be ingested by marine wildlife. A solution is to create
your own reusable wet wipes. Buy cotton or bamboo baby washcloths
and cut them into eight-inch by eight-inch squares. For the wipe solu-
tion, oft-used ingredients include aloe vera, gentle baby wash or Castile
soap, natural oils, and water. other recipes can be found online. you
can keep this solution in a spray bottle to use when needed. store not-
yet-used wipes in a clean airtight container. spray them thoroughly
with the solution before use. store soiled wipes in a dry pail until you
do laundry. As with reusable diapers, you should scrape off solid waste
before washing.

Another major source of waste from kids is toys, most of which are
made of cheap plastic and end up landfills. According to the yale en-
vironmental review, toys constitute six percent of landfill plastics
worldwide. today, there are many online services where you can order
a monthly subscription for rentable plastic and wooden toys. if your
child gets bored, you can send the old toys in and receive new ones in
the mail in the matter of days. the toys that you send in are sanitized
and sent to other families. 

Aside from these options, you could also make homemade food to
reduce packaging waste. Buying second-hand clothes is also a simple
and cheaper way to reduce your landfill footprint. But arguably, the
most important thing you can do is to educate your children about en-
vironmental issues and encourage sustainable practices.

CONTACTS: How to be a sustainable parent, bbc.com/future/arti-
cle/20221123-how-to-be-a-sustainable-parent; most materials are recy-
clable, so why can’t children’s toys be sustainable? environment-
review.yale.edu/most-materials-are-recyclable-so-why-cant-childrens-toy
s-be-sustainable; should We ditch Wet Wipes? envirotech-
online.com/news/water-wastewater/9/breaking-news/should-we-ditch-
wet-wipes/46063.

EarthTalk® is produced by roddy scheer & doug moss for the
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. see more at https://emagazine.com. to
donate, visit https//earthtalk.org. send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org

Sustainable
Parenting 101

Earthtalk®
Q&A

Save the Date for the 2023 Green Summit—Sat., Oct. 21
this free, one-day event will have green vendors, sustainable tips, food trucks, music, kid-friendly activities and more for all

ages! registration is preferred, though not required to attend. saturday, oct. 21, 2023 from 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (rain date is saturday,
nov. 4, 2023) at david C. driskell Community Park, 3911 Hamilton street, Hyattsville, 20781. For more info, including
registration and exhibit opportunities, visit mypgc.us/greensummit.                                          —The DoE Sprout, Sept. 14, 2023
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

Word oF god
Community

CHurCH
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston road Bladensburg, md 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes you Where Jesus
Christ is lord and King

stephen l. Wright, sr., Pastor

5018 lakeland road
College Park, md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend Church directory 
Advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince george’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published in
our directory.

%
Call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 sheriff road landover, md
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday Worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

saturday Worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘WonderFul WednesdAys
WitH Jesus’: 

12 noon (the Power Hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

The 
Prince 
George’s Post

Call (301) 627-0900
Fax (301) 627-6260

Subscribe Today!

Your Newspaper

of Legal Record

Serving Prince George’s County Since 1932

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

We exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 oxon Hill road

oxon Hill, maryland 20745
sunday school 

(Adults & Children) - 9:30 A.m.
Worship service - 11:00 A.m.
Wed. Prayer service & Bible

study - 7:00 P.m.
office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  FHBC@verizon.net
Pastor:  rev. Waymond B. duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 Hill road, landover, md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“We are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19–20

sunday school 9:00 a.m.
morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

soulful thursdays 
Bible study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old marlboro Pike,
upper marlboro, md

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (Children/Adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Reverend Twanda E. King, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

let the multimedia specialists of
mddC Ad services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. CAll to-
dAy at 855-721-mddC, ext. 4 and
start seeing results noW!

increase the digital presence of your
business! Contact mddC Ad serv-
ices to receive a Free digital Foot-
print Consultation for your business
from a toP PerForming adver-
tising agency! Call 855-721-mddC,
ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com. 

Prepare for power outages today
with a generAC home standby
generator. $0 money down + low
monthly Payment options. request
a Free Quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

switch to disH and get up to a $300
gift card! Plus get the multisport
pack included for a limited time!
Hurry, call for details: 1-855-407-
6870

Free high speed internet for those
that qualify. government program
for recipients of select programs

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS SERVICES

FOR SALE

FREE

incl. medicaid, snAP, Housing As-
sistance, WiC, Veterans Pension,
survivor Benefits, lifeline, tribal.
15 gB internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet Free with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call maxsip telecom today!
1-888-592-5957

BeAutiFul BAtH uPdAtes in
as little as one dAy! superior
quality bath and shower systems at
AFFordABle PriCes!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Call now! 877-738-0991.

Are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet Bills?
Physicians mutual insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help!
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a free
quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

Are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet Bills?
Physicians mutual insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help!
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a free
quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

PET SUPPLIES

FREE SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

ing network - CAll todAy!
With one call, one placement, one
bill, you'll reach over 1,000,000
readers in the entire mid-Atlantic
region. Call 855-721-mddC, ext.
4 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com.

Are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet Bills?
Physicians mutual insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help!
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a free
quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

donAte your CAr/truCK/
rV - lutheran mission society of
md Compassion Place ministries
help local families with food, cloth-
ing, counseling. tax deductible.
mVA licensed #W1044. 410-228-
8437 www.CompassionPlace.org

VEHICLES WANTED

dentAl insurAnCe from
Physicians mutual insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. real dental insurance - not
just a discount plan. do not wait!
Call now! get your Free dental
information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 3 7 - 5 2 2 8
www.dental50plus.com/mddC#62
58

let the multimedia specialists of
mddC Ad services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. Call today
at 855-721-mddC, ext. 4 and start
seeing results noW.

save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! ConneCt with
the multimedia specialists of
mddC Ad services. expand your
brand's reach in our Bulk Advertis-

SERVICES

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

WESTPHALIA
Christian 

Community Church
“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 d’Arcy road
upper marlboro, md 

Worship Service:
9 a.m.

(301) 735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org


