
baLtIMORE (May 30, 2023)—Maryland attorney general anthony
g. brown today announced two lawsuits, filed on behalf of the State
of Maryland, the Maryland department of Environment, the Maryland
department of natural Resources, and the Maryland department of
health, seeking to hold multiple chemical manufacturers accountable
for widespread and continuing contamination of Maryland’s natural
resources and harm to public health. the lawsuits allege that through
the manufacture, marketing, and sale of toxic per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFaS), or “forever chemicals,” these corporations, includ-
ing 3M, duPont, and others, caused PFaS contamination of the State’s
environment through multiple pathways and put Maryland residents’
health at risk.

One lawsuit addresses contamination caused by PFaS present in
aqueous film-forming foam (aFFF), more commonly referred to as
“firefighting foam,” which has been used for decades by the u.S. mil-
itary, airports, industrial facilities, and local fire departments. the

second lawsuit addresses contamination caused by PFaS from non-
aFFF sources, including but not limited to a myriad of consumer
products, and which were introduced into Maryland’s environment
through industrial facilities, the use and disposal of these products,
landfills receiving PFaS-containing waste, and wastewater treatment
facilities containing PFaS-contaminated waste streams. both lawsuits
allege that defendants knew the dangers associated with their PFaS
products many decades ago. yet despite that knowledge, they kept the
risks secret and failed to alert the State or the public. Rather, they con-
tinued to pursue profits through the manufacturing, marketing, and
sales of their PFaS products in Maryland.

“Protecting the health and well-being of Marylanders and the envi-
ronment in which we live and raise our families is one of my top pri-
orities,” said attorney general brown. “access to safe drinking water,
a clean environment, and the precious natural resources of Maryland
will not be jeopardized by those who put profits above public health
and safety. these corporations must pay to clean up the damage and
be held accountable for the harms they have caused.”

Exposure to PFaS in humans and animals has been linked to several

diseases, including kidney and testicular cancer, thyroid disease, ul-
cerative colitis, high cholesterol, pregnancy-induced hypertension, and
low birth weight, and may also impair the immune system, including
the immune response to vaccines. PFaS pose a serious threat to human
health, as they are not just present in drinking water, but can also be
ingested, inhaled, and even absorbed through the skin. PFaS are esti-
mated to be detectable in the blood stream of 99 percent of the u.S.
population.

“those who would choose to pose a risk to Marylanders' well-
being must be held accountable,” said gov. Wes Moore. “by filing
these claims, Maryland is making clear that we value health, safety,
and preserving our state's precious natural resources for future gener-
ations over corporate profits.”

“the Maryland department of the Environment continues to take
aggressive action to identify PFaS risks and address the harm this has
caused people across the state,” said Maryland department of the En-

PIKESVILLE, Md. (June 2,
2023)—Maryland State Police
are warning residents to be
aware of a phone scam involving
police impersonators that is cur-
rently active in Maryland.

Maryland State Police have
received reports from multiple
residents advising that callers
contact them claiming to be state
troopers or police officers. the
reports are attempts to gain fi-
nancial information or money
from residents. the impersonator
tells the potential victims that
they need to obtain information
from the caller due to a police

investigation or they are asking
for a donation to support law en-
forcement and their families.

In some instances, the imper-
sonator will use a real name of a
law enforcement officer in an at-
tempt to gain the trust of the vic-
tim. the Maryland State Police
does not call individuals and re-
quest money from anyone under
any circumstances. Residents are
urged to be cautious of unso-
licited phone calls.

Other tips to follow include:

LaRgO, Md. (May 31,
2023)—this LgbtQ+ Pride
Month, the Prince george’s
County Memorial Library Sys-
tem (PgCMLS) is proud to
reaffirm its commitment to pro-
viding welcoming and inclu-
sive spaces, services, and pro-
grams for LgbtQ+
community members and their
families. PgCMLS presents
LgbtQ+-focused programs
year round. Pride Month,
which is commemorated na-
tionally in June, provides a
platform for sharing the stories
of LgbtQ+ americans with
the broader community to ad-
vance cross-cultural under-
standing. PgCMLS’ Pride
Month calendar features an ap-
pearance by award-winning de-
but novelist Jeffrey dale
Lofton (“Red Clay Suzie”), a
summit on hate crime pre-
sented by local and national
law enforcement and civil
rights agencies, Pride festivals
at the hyattsville (Saturday,
June 3) and bowie (Saturday,
June 24) branch libraries, teen
and family programs, and the
debut of PgCMLS’ Rock
banned book Club.

Rock Banned Book Club
according to the american

Library association, 2022 saw

the highest number of attempts
to challenge and censor books
across the united States in re-
cent decades. Most of the top
13 banned books in 2022 center
LgbtQ+ identities. as part of
ongoing efforts to promote the
right to read as a fundamental
component of democracy,
PgCMLS and the Prince
george’s County Office of hu-
man Rights will launch the
Rock banned book Club this
Pride Month with a discussion
of “gender Queer: a Memoir”
by Maia Kobabe on Wednes-
day, June 14 (6:30 p.m.) at the
hyattsville branch Library. 

From June 2023 to June
2024, the Library and Prince
george’s County Office of hu-
man Rights will host a monthly
discussion of one of the top 13
banned books of 2022. taking
place at branch libraries
throughout Prince george’s
County on the second Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m.,
these discussions will provide
book lovers opportunities to
deepen their understanding of
both contemporary and classic
literary works by authors like
toni Morrison, george M.
Johnson, and Maia Kobabe.
the books are all available for
borrowing through PgCMLS’
collections.

uPPER MaRLbORO, Md.
(June 1, 2023)—Congressman
Steny h. hoyer (Md-05)
hosted his annual Educators
Luncheon [last thursday] in
upper Marlboro, where he hon-
ored 17 exceptional teachers
and principals in the Fifth dis-

trict. honorees included recipi-
ents of the Washington Post Fi-
nalists for the teacher of the
year, Principal of the year, and
County teacher of the year
award Winners.

“teachers are the best of us,
giving their careers to prepare
the next generation of students
with the skills they need to suc-
ceed,” said Congressman

hoyer. “I am proud to be with
these extraordinary educators
today and to celebrate all the
teachers of the Fifth district.
Over the past few years, they
have faced enormous chal-
lenges but adapted and showed
resilience. In Congress, I will
continue to fight for the funding
needed to expand education and
resources for teachers.”

the following Prince
george’s County principals and
teachers were honored:
1. Ryan Daniel, Fort Foote Ele-
mentary School, Washington Post
Principal of the year finalist
2. Karuna Skariah, Robert
goddard Montessori School,
Washington Post teacher of the
year finalist
3. Mary Truman, Kenmoor
Early Childhood Center, Co.
teacher of the year (2023–24)
4. Evelyn Policarpio, ben-
jamin tasker Middle School,
County teacher of the year
(2022–23)
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Hoyer Recognizes Fifth District
Educators at Annual Luncheon

Library Launches Rock Banned Book Club
for Pride 2023
Pride Month Lineup Features Hate Crimes Summit, Community Festivals, Author Events, and 
Family Programs 

• news from animal Services
Save the date: June 24  adoption and Com-
munity Event
June is adopt a Shelter Cat Month
aSd Is Looking for Volunteers

• area graduates and honors

Around the County, Page a2

Juneteenth Events

Marietta and PGCHS Present 
Beyond Old Bowie

2023 Fairwood Community Park
Performance Series

Community, Page a3

To Be Equal:
To Be Equal: Celebrating 20 Years of
Upholding a Tradition as 
“The Voice of Black America”

Each of young’s successors has continued
to publish to be Equal, and it has been my
honor to uphold the tradition as he intended it
to be, “the voice of black america.”
Commentary, Page a4

“Keep Restaurant Workers in Prince
George’s County” Grant Program
Announced

Temporary Water Bill Amnesty Program

Maryland Mobile ID Google Wallet
Launches
Business and Finance, Page a5

INSIDE

By nIChOLaS bROWn
PGCMLS

LaRgO, Md. (May 30, 2023)—
Prince george’s County’s Office
of Central Services (OCS)
proudly announces the selection
of Prince george’s County’s
Fleet Operations as an awardee
for the 2023 100 best Public
Fleets. Each year, nation-wide
government-operated fleets are
evaluated and selected for their
high performance and manage-
ment operations. this year, the
County’s Fleet Operations ad-
vanced and is now ranked #3
among the nation’s top public
fleets.

“this is an amazing achieve-
ment to not only be recognized
but also to take our place as
number three in the entire na-
tion. We are proud of our County
Fleet as they continue to be a
leader in our region on fleet
management,” said Prince
george’s County Executive an-
gela alsobrooks.

Recently, the County’s Fleet
Program placed in the top 50 for

green Fleet operations. naFa
is the nation’s largest fleet mem-
bership association with more
than 2,000 national fleet mem-
bers who come from corpora-
tions, public safety (law enforce-
ment, fire departments),
education (universities and K-
12 school systems), govern-
ments agencies (federal, state,
municipal, provincial), utilities,
and any other entity that uses
fleet vehicles in its normal con-
duct of business.

“Our continued advancement
in the national rankings reflect
our commitment to providing re-
liable and dependable mobility
for the County’s essential and
emergency employees,” said
Jonathan butler, Office of Cen-
tral Services director.

For more information about
the 2023 100 best Public Fleet
awards, and to view a full list
of winners, visit the naFa web-
site (www.nafa.org/100-best-
fleets-2023/). For more informa-
tion about the Office of Central
Services, visit the OCS website
(www.princegeorgescountymd.
gov/807/Central-Services).

Prince George’s County Among
Winners of 2023 100 Best 
Public Fleet Awards
By EbOnI a bLaIR
Office of Central Services
Prince George’s County

IMagE COuRtESy PgCMLS

By PRESS OFFICER
Congressman Steny Hoyer
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By OFFICE OF MEdIa COMMunICatIOnS
Maryland State Police

Maryland State Police 
Warn Public About Possible
Phone Scam Fraud by 
Police Impersonators

By PRESS OFFICER
Maryland Department of the Environment

Attorney General Brown Sues 3M, Dupont, and Other Chemical Manufacturers
for PFAS Contamination of Maryland’s Waters and Other Natural Resources

See SCAM Page A2



Kathleen Giroux, longtime
Morningsider and Pizza Lady

Kathleen helen giroux, who lived on
Pickett drive in Morningside for as long as
I can remember, died May 21.  She was 80.

She was born in Washington and grew
up on Capitol hill, the daughter of andrew
and Kathleen Fekete. She attended St.
Joseph’s School and graduated from notre
dame academy.

She met her future husband, david
giroux, when, one weekend he came home
from the navy with her brother. dave, orig-
inally from north dakota, was a Lakota
Sioux and knew the family of Sitting bull,
also a Lakota.

Kathleen and david were married in 1963
at St. Joseph’s Church on Capitol hill.

She worked for several Federal agencies,
including Immigration, naval Research and
defense Intelligence agency, from which
she retired.

She was active at St. Philip’s Parish, par-
ticularly in working with kids. She taught
PE and coached. In recent years, she worked
the Pizza Lunch, which ended when Covid
hit.

She enjoyed all sports and was a diehard
nats fan.

Kathleen was preceded in death by her
husband dave and her son david.  Survivors
include daughters Suzy giroux, who lived
with her on Pickett Court, and Kathy Levan-
dusky, seven grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Mass of Christian burial was May 27,
with celebrants Fr. Patrick Lewis and Fr. Jef-
frey Samaha. Fr. Lewis, in his remarks,
called her the Pizza Lady.

Town of Morningside
Want-to-be firefighters can apply to the

Morningside Volunteer Fire department for
their Live-In Recruitment Weekend, June
23–25. Call 301-736-4342 for information.

the annual Morningside 4th of July Pa-
rade seeks marchers, riders, and walkers.
For information, or to register, call 301-736-
2300.

Morningside’s June meetings: Work Ses-
sion, June 13, and town Meeting, June 20,
both beginning at 7. For all things Morn-
ingside, call 301-736-2300.  

the town, in cooperation with the State

of Maryland and Prince george’s County,
will begin spraying for mosquitoes on Sun-
day, June 11, at 10 p.m., and every 3rd Sun-
day, through Sept. 24. I received a flyer re-
minding us, “Please have all pets and
humans inside while the spraying is occur-
ring.”

the flyer also asks that we remove stand-
ing water—such as in a birdbath—to help
with mosquito control, and to change water
in outside pet bowls daily.

gI Liquors is still boarded up.

Juneteenth Freedom Day Mass
Cardinal Wilton gregory, archbishop of

Washington, will celebrate a Juneteenth
Freedom day Mass at Mount Calvary
Catholic Church on Sunday, June 18, 10:30
a.m.  Mount Calvary is at 6700 Marlboro
Pike, in Forestville.  all are welcome. Info:
301-853-5335.

Juneteenth, June 19, is now a federal hol-
iday in the united States, commemorating
the emancipation of enslaved african amer-
icans.

Transfers announced by the 
Catholic Archdiocese 

Every June there are transfers of priests,
parochial vicars and administrators in the
Washington archdiocese.  Of those affecting
our area:

Father Patrick S. Lewis, from pastor of
St. Philip the apostle Church, Camp Springs,
to pastor of St. Patrick’s, Washington. Father
Ryan I. Pineda, from administrator, St. Fran-
cis Xavier Parish, Leonardtown, to pastor,
St. Philip’s, Camp Springs. 

Father daniel P. Leary, from mission as-
signment in Mexico, to pastor of St. John
the Evangelist, Clinton. Father Mario a. Ma-
jano, from pastor, St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Clinton, to pastor of St. Mary Parish,
Landover hills.

Father alberto biondi, from parochial
vicar, Mother Seton Parish, gaithersburg, to
administrator, Mount Calvary, Forestville,
and holy Spirit, Forestville.

Changing landscape
I drove past the site which used to be La

Reine high School, in Suitland, and saw the
huge, handsome new building, the new
drew-Freeman Middle School. Looks like

it might be ready for classes by fall.
Sardi’s Pollo a La brasa has opened at

8900 Woodyard Road in Clinton.  noted for
its Peruvian Chicken and more. hours: 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. go online for good reviews.
Info: 240-846-5273.  

In hampton Park, there’s a 24.5-acre
project coming, located next to the beltway
along Central avenue near the site of the
new university of Maryland Capital Region
Medical Center. the project will include a
new hotel, multifamily units, retail, and the
new home of the Prince george’s County
health and human Services office complex.

a home at 4512 Morgan Road, in Morn-
ingside, just sold for $415,000.

Places to go & things to do: 
free outdoor movies

Free Movies on the Potomac have re-
turned to national harbor, Sundays at 6 p.m.
and thursdays at 7 p.m., through Sept. 24.
Movies are shown on the giant 18-by-32
foot LEd screen in front of the harbor, with
the Capital Wheel and Wilson bridge in the
background. Plenty of places to pick up a
picnic lunch.

June movies: Family films on Sundays
at 6 p.m.: Lyle, Lyle Crocodile (June 11);
honey, I Shrunk the Kids, 1989 version
(June 18); and Cool Runnings (June 25).
date night Movies on thursdays at 7 p.m.:
ticket to Paradise (June 8); black Panther:
Wakanda Forever (June 15); Jurassic World
dominion (June 22); and King Richard (June
29).  Info: nationalharbor.com.

Skip McConkey, 
Singleton Electric retiree

Elmer M. “Skip” McConkey, 72, who
grew up in Morningside, died april 27 in
Waldorf.  

he was the son of the late Elmer and
Mary McConkey, and was predeceased by
brothers Paul and Richard McConkey, and
sisters Linda gurzell, Shirley downey and
Vicki Sweeney.

Skip worked at Singleton Electric Co. as
an Outside Electrical Superintendent from
1975 until retirement in 2016. he was re-
sponsible for the manpower on some of Sin-

News from Animal Services
Save the Date: June 24  Adoption and Community Event

be sure to mark your calendar for a special adoption and
Community Event to be held on Saturday, June 24, 2023 from 10
a.m.–4 p.m. at animal Services Facility & adoption Center,
upper Marlboro, Md.  Stay tuned for more information and visit
www.princegeorgespets4us.com for updates.
June is Adopt a Shelter Cat Month

June marks the beginning of adopt a Shelter Cat Month and
is the height of kitten season. thousands of newborn kittens join
the already millions of cats in shelters and they need our help!
adopt or foster a shelter cat if you can, or support your local
shelter and spread the word!

Remember, you save lives when you adopt, don’t Shop!
Learn how you can adopt cats, dogs, small animals, birds, and
even lizards by visiting bit.ly/pgcadoptapet.
ASD Is Looking for Volunteers

We are looking for volunteers to help walk and socialize dogs,
play with cats, assist with feeding animals, cleaning, office work,
off-site events and more!

Upcoming Orientations
Thursday, June 8, 2023 6–8 p.m.
Saturday, June 17, 2023 10 a.m.–12 p.m.
If you are 18 years old or older and are interested in helping

with animals at the animal Services Facility and adoption Center
(aSFaC) visit our website at www.princegeorgespets4us.com or
call 301-780-7200 for more information.

—DoE - Animal Chatter News, June 1, 2023

Zion Russell Named to NIU Spring 2023
Dean’s List 
deKaLb, Ill. (June 1, 2023)—northern Illinois university an-
nounces its spring 2023 dean’s List students. to earn this dis-
tinction, students must meet a minimum semester grade point
average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale in the College of Engineering and
Engineering technology or a minimum of 3.75 on a 4.0 scale in
the colleges of business, Education, health and human Sciences,
Liberal arts and Sciences, and Visual and Performing arts.

Students from our area who achieved this honor include:
Zion Russell, of upper Marlboro, who is majoring in Sport

Management - bS. Russell is a graduate of national Christian
academy.

—Cathy Cradduck, Northern Illinois University

Prince George’s County Student Named to
Spring 2023 Dean’s List
FaIRMOnt, W.Va. (May 30, 2023)—More than 900 students
have been honored for their academic achievement at Fairmont
State university after completing the spring 2023 semester.

Fairmont State university has released the dean’s List to rec-
ognize high-achieving students for their academic distinction.
Full-time students who earned a 3.4 or better grade point average
are named to the dean’s List.

term: Spring 2023 dean’s List
Prince george’s County: Kehinde Adebayo

—Fairmont State University

Area Residents Earn Academic Honors at
Benedictine College
atChISOn, Kan. (May 25, 2023)—benedictine College has
recognized those students who have distinguished themselves ac-
ademically during the last semester, which ended May 9, 2023. 

any full-time student carrying a minimum of 12 hours and a
perfect 4.0 grade point average through the spring term is named
to the President’s list. Full time students with 12 hours and a
grade point average of 3.5 to 3.95 are named to the dean’s List.
Of the 2,234 students on campus for 2022–2023 academic year,
166 made the President’s List and 698 made the dean’s List.

those area residents who have earned these honors are:
bowie, Md: Annalucia Duggan, President’s List
glenn dale, Md: Luke Lombardi, dean’s List

Luke Lombardi of Glenn Dale Earns
Degree at Benedictine College
atChISOn, Kan. (May 24, 2023)—Luke Lombardi of glenn
dale, Md, has graduated Summa Cum Laude from benedictine
College in atchison, Kan., majoring in history.

the college graduated 424 students at the end of the academic
year during ceremonies on May 13, 2023. the graduates heard
from Leonard Leo, chairman of CRC advisors and the Federalist
Society, who delivered the Commencement address.

he spoke about the life of St. benedict, one of the patron
saints of benedictine College, the fall of the Roman Empire, and
how monasteries rose up to help the people in the surrounding
areas. he told the graduates to focus on the larger picture of St.
benedict’s story, and not dwell on only certain parts. he said the
bottom line was that St. benedict sought to do god’s will.

—Steve Johnson, Benedictine College
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CIEE STUDY ABROAD AWARDS
the following students who attend university of Maryland East-

ern Shore were awarded the Council of Institutional Educational
Exchange (CIEE) Frederick douglass global Scholars grant. these
awards will assist students with their study abroad programs in
summer 2023, fall 2023, or summer 2024. Some students are con-
sidering study abroad programs in Spain, China, and Japan. 

these awards will assist Fallon Orcurto who is a Junior majoring
in aviation Science (Pilot) from bowie, Maryland; nyles burton, a
freshman who is majoring in Computer Science from upper Marl-
boro, Maryland; alexandria Camp who is a sophomore majoring in
biochemistry from Waldorf, Maryland; Caleb Clark, a sophomore
majoring in English Education from adelphi, Maryland. Congratu-
lations hawks. Information received from university of Maryland
Eastern Shore (thE KEy) March 2023, a newsletter for students,
faculty, staff, alumni, and friends.

ALL-STAR CHALLENGE QUIZ BOWL TEAM
Members of the university of Maryland Eastern Shore honda

Campus all-Star Challenge quiz bowl team posed for a photo with
bowie State university President dr. aminta breaux during the
national Qualifying tournament, which was hosted by bowie State
university at the CIaa basketball tournament on February 25,
2023. Information received from university of Maryland Eastern
Shore (thE KEy) March 2023, a newsletter for students, faculty,
staff, alumni, and friends. 

1000 FATHER’S DAY RALLY
Council Member Mel Franklin announces one thousand Father’s

day Rally for Peace in Prince george’s County on Sunday, June
11, 2023, a week before Father’s day. Council Member Mel Franklin
urges at least one thousand Fathers and Father figures in Prince
george’s County to make this free event. Register at
https://tinyurl.com/1000fathers-rally-2023. the rally will be at the
Show Place arena from 3–6 p.m. the address is 14900 Pennsylvania
avenue, upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772. Email received from
Mel Franklin’s office. 

SUPPORT OUR VETERANS
Vietnam Veterans of america (help our heroes). donate your

car. donation supports our dedicated Veterans and their families.
help our Vets. Chartered by Congress, any car accepted, 100% tax
deductible, free 24-hour pick-up, helping Vets since 1978. Call
today 1-888-850-3362 or donate Online:  helpOurVets.org. 2023
Vietnam Veterans of america Car donation Program. 

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Joelle Oghogho who graduated from John

hopkins university with a doctorate degree in Public health,
Wednesday, May 24, 2023. Congratulations, dr. Joelle Oghogho,
and her family. 

NATIONAL HARBOR KID’S DAY
Join us for a morning of fun at national harbor’s Kids day:

Story time with the Prince george’s County Memorial Library Sys-
tem. tuesday June 13, 2023, 10:30–11:30 a.m.  this week’s activity
is interactive story time, singing, dancing and more with the Prince
george’s County Memorial Library System. address:  150 national
Plaza, national harbor, Maryland.

NATIONAL HARBOR KIDS’ DAY:  BLUE SKY PUPPET
THEATRE

Join us for a morning of fun at national harbor’s Kid’s day,
tuesday, June 20, 2023, 10:30–11:30 a.m. this week’s performance
is blue Sky Puppet theatre:  a puppet show performance of “the
three (not so little) Pigs,” a twist on the classic children’s tale that
is as much fun for the adults as it is for the kids. address:  150 na-
tional Plaza, national harbor, Maryland.

FIRST SYSTEMWIDE COLLEGE & CAREER DECISION
DAY

Prince george’s County Public Schools hosted the first sys-
temwide College & Career decision day at bowie baysox Stadium.
the event coincided with national decision day. PgCPS kicked
off the 2023 graduation season on Monday, May 1 with the first
ever systemwide College and Career decision day to celebrate grad-
uates as they announced their future plans.

hosted by the department of Student Services and Career and
technical Education, PgCPS decision day brought together more
than 3,000 seniors from across 20 high schools. College, business,
and military representatives were in attendance, along with the u.S.
army band, community partners and vendors.

SPIRIT PARK CAROUSEL
the 36-foot americana themed Spirit Park Carousel at national

harbor offers classic fun plus a playground, shared picnic tables
and a new pavilion perfect for birthday parties. the address is 137
national Plaza, national harbor, Maryland 20745. amenities, family
friendly.

MOVIES ON THE POTOMAC
Pack your chairs, grab food to go from one of the delicious

dining establishments, and meet at the Plaza’s big Screen for free
fun. the Plaza Screen, 150 national Plaza, national harbor, Mary-
land. thursday date night Movies begin at 7 p.m. Sunday Family
Fun night movies begin at 6 p.m.

NOTTINGHAM MYERS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
nottingham Myers united Methodist Church in upper Marlboro,

Maryland ShOE pick up date was Saturday, May 27, 2023. the
Church collected a total of 1,369 pairs of shoes. thank you to all
who came to help tag the bags and load up the truck. they are
reaching beyond the community. the Shoes will be sent to devel-
oping countries to create job opportunities. 

• Never provide any personal identifying information over the
phone unless you have verified the source.

• Never provide any payment information over the phone unless
you have verified the source.

• Police will never call and request money for fines, arrest
warrants, fundraisers, etc...  

• If you do not trust the source and want to verify, look up the
unit/group/barrack they said they are from on the internet and call
the listed number directly.

• If you believe you have provided information to a scam, please
immediately notify your financial institutions.
those who believe they have been the victim of a scam are encour-

aged to contact their local police department or the Maryland State Po-
lice barrack that serves your area. If you believe you have fallen victim
to any type of online crime, file a complaint at ic3.gov.

Scam from A1



RIVERdaLE, Md. (May 30, 2023)—the
M-nCPPC, department of Parks and
Recreation, Prince george’s County is
pleased to present the 2023 Fairwood
Community Park Performance
Series. this incredible—free—series
shines a light on many phenomenal artists
resident in Prince george’s County and
has been bringing community residents,
artists, and culture lovers together since
2013. With a sizzling lineup of diverse
genres covering Caribbean to Cumbia,
R&b to Soul, gospel to Motown, as well
as a performance by Prince george’s
County’s Shakespeare in the Parks, this

year’s Fairwood Community Park Per-
formance Series promises something for
everyone. 

this year’s series kicks off on Sunday,
June 11, and will continue select Sundays
throughout the summer. Featured artists
include Pan Masters Steel Orchestra, Los
nuevos diablos de la Cumbia, Eclipse
International, tribe band, deborah bond,
Suttle, duPont brass, the Prince george’s
County Chorale Society, bowie State uni-
versity Chorale, black history, 8 Ohms
band and Marcus Johnson.  

grab your lawn chair or blanket and
join us at Fairwood Community Park in
bowie as we immerse ourselves in the
sweet, smooth sounds of live music. For
more information and to view the full
lineup, visit https://arts.pgparks.com/2857/

Fairwood-Community-Park-Summer-
Performan. 

the M-nCPPC, department of Parks and
Recreation delivers an award-winning park
system through progressive, innovative
leadership and a commitment to the com-
munity and the environment in Prince
George’s County. For more on the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, visit www.
pgparks.com and stay connected on Face-
book, Twitter, PhotoShelter, and Instagram.
The Department of Parks and Recreation
encourages and supports the participation
of individuals with disabilities in all pro-
grams and services. Register at least a min-
imum of two weeks in advance of the pro-
gram start date to request and receive a
disability accommodation.

Riverdale, Md. (June 5, 2023)—today, M-nCPPC, department
of Parks and Recreation, Prince george’s County launched its
redesigned www.pgparks.com with streamlined content and a
more user-friendly web experience. Searching for programs,
facilities and parks in Prince george’s County just got easier.
Patrons are now able to use new tools like facility finder, trail
finder, and park finder to help in their search.

Exploring programs and services for seniors and youth or
classes and activities in sports, arts, and history is made easier
with filters and tool bars. Visitors can access information and
registration with fewer clicks. notable improvements to the
website include:
• ADA Tool Bar—adjust image contrast and saturation, in-

crease text size or spacing, adjust line height, pause anima-
tions, hide images, and activate a dyslexia-friendly font.

• Search Bar—enter letters, words, terms for a more intuitive
search for information.

• Translation Button—choose from multiple languages to
explore programs and services on each web page.

• Park/Trail Finder—filter information according to zip code,
park/trail name, amenities, activities, and rental options.

• Facility Finder—much like Park/trail Finder, filter infor-
mation by facility type, amenities, activities offered, and
rental options.

• Events Page—search by date, location, name, or categories
like visual arts, youth, and fitness & training with a direct
link to registration.
to use all these features and much more, visit www.

pgparks.com.

nORth bEthESda, Md. (June 6,
2023)—Strathmore, a premier arts
center in the Washington, dC area,
and Step afrika!, the country’s first
professional dance company dedi-
cated to the african american tra-
dition of stepping, will present Step
Xplosion on Juneteenth—Monday,
June 19—at 7 p.m. in Strathmore’s
Music Center. the show, now in its
8th year with Strathmore, honors
stepping’s rich roots in the black
fraternity and sorority experience
and its presence in the daily and fu-
ture lives of students.

“as the oldest african american
holiday in the country, Juneteenth
can also be considered america’s
second Independence day, and the
19th of June has always been both a
day of reflection and celebration,”
says C. brian Williams, Step
afrika!’s founder and executive pro-
ducer. “Step afrika! is one of the
most celebrated african american
dance companies in the world, and
we are honored to partner with
Strathmore on this day to bring com-
munities together to mark the end
of slavery in the united States.”

this year’s Step Xplosion will
feature the local premiere of the
Movement, a new work choreo-
graphed by Step afrika!’s assistant
artistic director and longstanding
performer, Conrad Kelly II. It’s an
epic tribute to black Lives Matter
and the domino effect of activism
experienced in 2020. Embodying the
passion and power of protest, the
piece demonstrates how one can be-
come many as we step towards so-
cial justice. the Movement has been
performed live only one other time,
in new york City, and Strathmore
and Step afrika! are excited to pre-
miere the work at home in the dMV.

additionally, Step Xplosion will
feature djg, the disk Jockey gen-
eral, and dynamic performances
from some of the most exciting and
innovative middle school, high
school, and college step teams in the

region: Virginia State university
nPhC all-Stars (Petersburg, Va);
brooklyn divas (brooklyn, ny);
Dem’ Raider Boyz Step Squad
(Greenbelt, MD); Blue MaDness
Stroll Team (Bowie, MD); and Fa-
tal attraction Step Squad (balti-
more, Md). 

“Step afrika! continues to ener-
gize and educate us in remarkable
ways,” says Joi brown, Strathmore’s
artistic director and vice president
of programming. “the Strathmore
performance scheduled for June-
teenth will be another mile marker
in our robust partnership with Step
afrika! It will feature not only the
return of in-person regional step
teams selected by Step afrika! but
also the regional premiere of the
Movement—an extraordinary cele-
bration of determination and re-
silience.”  

Pre-Event Workshop
In addition to the show, Strathmore

will offer two 30-minute pre-concert
step workshops on Monday, June 19,
at 5:30 p.m. and 6:10 p.m. in the Mu-
sic Center, led by Step afrika! per-
formers and guest artists. Open to all
ages and skill levels, the workshops
will cover the history and basic tech-
niques of stepping. admission is in-
cluded with purchase of show ticket,
but RSVPs are required.

“We are delighted to offer another
pathway into the electric experience
of step with all-ages workshops prior
to the performance,” says Lauren
Campbell, Strathmore’s vice president
of education and community engage-
ment. “Our nearly decade-long part-
nership with Step afrika! has always
included robust educational out-
reach—including step residencies at
Montgomery County Public
Schools—and community participa-
tion, which are core commitments of
both organizations.”

tickets for Step Xplosion and
other Strathmore performances are
on sale now and can be purchased
online at strathmore.org or by calling
the Strathmore box Office at
301.585.1050. 
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By PRESS OFFICER
Prince George’s County Department
of Parks and Recreation

By PRESS OFFICER
Strathmore

Department of Parks and Recreation, Prince George’s County
Announces 2023 Fairwood Community Park Performance Series

By PRESS OFFICER
Prince George’s County Department of Parks and
Recreation

Department of Parks and Recreation in Prince George’s County
Launches New Web Experience

baLtIMORE (June 1, 2023)—the Maryland State Library
agency is pleased to announce the Summer Reading Program
at Maryland Public Libraries. this year’s theme, all together
now, encourages youth and families to explore practicing kind-
ness and friendship through books, games, projects, StEM
(science, technology, engineering, and math) enrichment pro-
grams, outdoor activities, and more.

Summer reading programs encourage reading and other en-
richment opportunities during the summer months. Participation
is simple and fun. youth may choose the books they read, ac-
tivities to explore, and programs or classes to attend then track
their progress through game boards or logs, available free of
charge at Maryland public libraries. Each county library system
tailors the program to their customers, so youth interested in
participating should inquire at their local library; many loca-
tions also provide an online reading system.

Last summer, more than 46,000 youth participated in the
Maryland Public Library Summer Reading Program. the pro-
gram is a collaborative project between the local public libraries
and the Maryland State Library agency, with funding from
the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Maryland is a
participating member of the national Collaborative Summer
Library Program.

the Maryland State Fair donated family passes and book-
marks to all Maryland public libraries to incorporate into their
summer reading programs. during a special Reading Ceremony
in august at the Maryland State Fairgrounds, the 2023 Summer
Reading representatives from each county library system will
be acknowledged for their reading efforts during the summer.

the baltimore Orioles, the Maryland Science Center, and
the national aquarium have also donated tickets as incentives
to youth to fully participate in library summer reading programs
throughout the state, providing youth the opportunity to enjoy
sports, nature, and StEM activities.

Marylanders are encouraged to learn more about all the fun
and free programs coming up this summer by visiting local li-
braries in person or on-line.

As the state library agency for Maryland, MSLa administers
state and federal funds to support Maryland libraries in their
mission to offer outstanding resources, programs, and excellent
customer service. The State Library Resource Center, located in
the central branch of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, serves as
Maryland’s state library. MSLA has oversight of the Maryland
State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled; Maryland’s Pub-
lic Libraries; the State Library Network including the three re-
gional libraries; the Library Capital Grants Programs; and the
Deaf Culture Digital Library. 

Maryland Youth Benefit From Public Libraries’ Summer
Reading Partnerships
‘All Together Now’ Theme Explores Kindness and Friendship Through Books, Outdoor Activities, and
More

Strathmore Celebrates Juneteenth
With Step Afrika! Step Xplosion
Performance includes explosive new work by Step Afrika!,
crowd favorite Dem’ Raider Boyz, and four talented step
teams from Maryland, Virginia, and New York

Marietta House Museum and the Prince George’s County Historical
Society Present:
Beyond Old Bowie: A 20-Year Ancestry.com Search for African and
Prince George’s County, MD Ancestors

Please join us for a hybrid program on
Saturday, June 10 from 1–3 p.m., as
nathania branch Miles, of the afro-amer-
ican historical and genealogical Society
of Prince george’s County, and family re-
searchers denise barton and Karen Pear-
son, present a family journey with place-
based research and online information,
leading them to numerous other family
members and names, such as duckett,
Spriggs, Clark, Queen, and more.  the
oral and documented history of the bar-
ton-Johnson branch of the family includes

property in “Old bowie” and family buri-
als in the Sacred heart and ascension
Catholic churches. Prince george’s County
genealogical resources information will be
shared during this presentation.

denise barton spent her career in public
service, including being an assistant at-
torney general in Michigan.  Ms. barton
and her husband live in ann arbor. She
has two daughters and three grandchildren.  

Karen Pearson lives in texas with her
son and his family and has a daughter in
new york.  Karen spent her career in non-
profit management and established “the
Reading Light”, an initiative that helps
adults gain independence.

Recommended for ages 12 & up (ages
under 18 must be accompanied by an
adult). Walk-ins welcome. Registration is
recommended but not required, however,
online participants must register. direct
link for registration:
https://tinyurl.com/ym33z8x2 

For more information, please call 301-
464-5291 or email mariettahouse@
pgparks.com.  

We look forward to seeing you.
Marietta house Museum is located at

5626 bell Station Road, glenn dale, Md
20769, and is a property of the Maryland-
national Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission.

By StaCEy haWKInS
Marietta House Museum

annaPOLIS, Md. (May 30,
2023)—the banneker-douglass
Museum will celebrate Juneteenth
month with a host of engaging and
exciting events. Continuing to carry
out the mission of preserving Mary-
land’s african american heritage,
the banneker-douglass Museum
aims to provide visitors and resi-
dents with impactful experiences
through programs and exhibitions in
June.

PROGRAMS
Friends of Banneker-Douglass
Museum John A. Makell

Scholarship Ceremony
Wednesday, June 14, 2023 | 4 p.m.
banneker-douglass Museum
84 Franklin Street, annapolis, Md
21401

the Friends of banneker-dou-
glass Museum will present scholar-
ships in honor of John a. Makell,
celebrating his 21 years of service
to the museum. 

Youth Art Exhibit and After-
School Program Finale
*Great for families and children!
Saturday, June 17, 2023 | 10–11:30
a.m.

By PRESS OFFICER
Banneker-Douglass Museum

The Banneker-Douglass Museum Celebrates
Juneteenth With Engaging Events

What : Juneteenth Freedom day
Mass

When : Sunday, June 18, 2023,
10:30 a.m. ESt

Where: Mount Calvary Catholic
Church, 6700 Marlboro Pike,
Forestville, Maryland 20747

Celebrant - Cardinal Wilton gre-

gory - Concelebrant - Most Rev-
erend Roy E Campbell Jr, auxiliary
bishop of Washington d.C.

Plenty of parking
For additional information: Con-

tact the Office of Cultural diversity
Outreach 301-853-5335 or 
culturaldiversity@adw.org

For aSL interpretation, contact
deafcatholic@adw.org two weeks

in advance

By PRESS OFFICER
Mount Calvary Catholic Church

Mount Calvary Catholic Church:
Juneteenth Freedom Day Mass
Principal Celebrant: Wilton Cardinal Gregory, Archbishop of
Washington
Concelebrant:  Most Reverend Roy E. Campbell, Jr.,
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington.

JUNETEENTH EVENTS

See JUNETEENTH Page A4

By PRESS OFFICER
Maryland State Library Agency
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Rock Banned Book Club Schedule:
• June 14, 2023—“gender Queer: a Memoir” by

Maia Kobabe (hyattsville branch Library)
• July 12, 2023—“Looking for alaska” by John

green (South bowie branch Library)
• august 9, 2023—“Flamer” by Mike Curato

(bowie branch Library)
• September 13, 2023—“all boys aren’t blue” by

george M. Johnson (Oxon hill branch Library)
• October 11, 2023—“Lawn boy” by Jonathan Evi-

son (Laurel branch Library)
• november 8, 2023—“the absolutely true diary

of a Part-time Indian” by Sherman alexie (ac-
cokeek branch Library)

• december 13, 2023—“Crank” by Ellen hopkins
(greenbelt branch Library)

• January 10, 2024—“Out of darkness” by ashley
hope Perez (Fairmount heights branch Library)

• February 14, 2024—“the bluest Eye” by toni

Morrison (Spauldings branch Library)
• March 13, 2024—“a Court of Mist and Fury” by

Sarah J. Maas (new Carrollton branch Library)
• april 10, 2024—“Me and Earl and the dying

girl” by Jesse andrews (Largo-Kettering branch
Library)

• May 8, 2024—“the Perks of being a Wallflower”
by Stephen Chbosky (bladensburg branch Li-
brary)

• June 12, 2024—“this book is gay” by Juno
dawson (beltsville branch Library)

Community Pride Events
the Library hosts its second annual Rainbow

Festival on Saturday, June 24 (11 a.m. to 2 p.m.) at
the bowie branch Library. this family-friendly event
includes performances, opportunities to connect with
community service providers, story time, crafts, and
a live dJ set. Legendary dC cultural icon Rayceen
Pendarvis serves as master of ceremonies.

the PgCMLS staff community and special
guests will also represent Prince george’s County

in the Capital Pride Parade (Saturday, June 10).
Pride Month Schedule
Pride Programs for Adults
• Monday, June 12, 7–8 p.m., author Event: yseult

P. Mukantabana and hannah Summerhill on “Real
Friends talk about Race” (Virtual) - Co-presented
with Prince george’s County Office of human
Rights

• Wednesday, June 14, 6–7:15 p.m., Writers’ group:
Writers with Pride (Virtual)

• Wednesday, June 14, 6:30–7:30 p.m., Rock
banned book Club: “gender Queer: a Memoir”
by Maia Kobabe (hyattsville branch Library) —
Co-presented with Prince george’s County Office
of human Rights

• Wednesday, June 21, 7–9 p.m., book Crawl: Pride
bingo, feat. Ricky Rosé (Pizza Paradiso, hy-
attsville)

Pride Programs for Adults & Teens
• thursday, June 22, 4–5:30 p.m.,

Queer art Club (Fairmount

heights branch Library)
Pride Programs for Children & Families
• Monday, June 12, 10:30–11 a.m.,  Rainbow Ready

2 Read Storytime - ages 3–5 (accokeek branch
Library)

• Saturday, June 17, 2–3 p.m., Crafternoon: Rain-
bow Suncatchers (accokeek branch Library)

• tuesday, June 20, 4:30–5:30 p.m.,  StEM-tastic:
turing tumble (greenbelt branch Library)

• Saturday, June 24, 11 a.m.–2 p.m., Rainbow Fes-
tival (bowie branch Library)

• Saturday, June 24, 2–4 p.m., Queer Question
Palooza (upper Marlboro branch Library)

• Monday, June 26, 4–5 p.m., StEM for Families:
Sensory bottles (Laurel branch Library)
Request ada accommodations at least 72 hours

in advance by contacting ask a Librarian at (240)
455-5451 or askalibrarian@pgcmls.info. Registra-
tion is required or recommended for select events.
Visit pgcmls.info/pride for more information.

“Show me a person who is full of prejudice,
and I will show you a sick, unhappy, fearful indi-
vidual who is not going anywhere and who is not
growing. People don’t shut other people out; they
fence themselves in.”

—Whitney M. young, Jr.

It was 20 years ago this week that I humbly as-
sumed the responsibilities of leadership of the na-
tional urban League—one of which is the honor
to author this very column, to be Equal, estab-
lished by the esteemed Whitney M. young, Jr.

the column shares its name and takes its in-
spiration from young’s first full-length book, pub-
lished on new year’s day, 1964, in the wake of
what young called “the year of the negro Revo-
lution,” a year that saw thousands of children,
marching through birmingham, alabama, attacked
by police dogs and blasted with firehoses; the
Woolworth’s lunch counter sit-in in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi; gov. george W. Wallace’s Stand in the
Schoolhouse door at the university of alabama,
the assassination of Medgar Evers, the March on
Washington for Jobs and Justice, and the deadly

bombing of birmingham’s 16th Street baptist
Church.

the first to be Equal column to be published
in new york’s amsterdam news was headlined,
“how Much are negroes Worth?” young re-
counted his conversation with “a middle-aged
white housewife” who declared she harbored no
prejudice against black americans but could not
comprehend the push to desegregate schools. “her
arguments against school integration, it turned out,
were directed against sending her children to slum
schools,” young wrote. “but supposedly there is
nothing wrong with sending negro children to
slum schools.”

the last to be Equal column published under
young’s byline ran three weeks after his tragic
March 11. 1971 drowning in nigeria and consisted
of excerpts of his various speeches. the last col-
umn he authored, also published after his death
and headlined “Old Story, new beginning,” con-
cerned his efforts as part of a special commission
tasked with updating the recommendations of the
national advisory Commission on Civil disorders,
also known as the Kerner Commission.

“the Kerner report’s sound recommendations
have been ignored, and concerned citizens are go-
ing to have to put some muscle into their principles
if this nation is to survive,” young wrote. “the
Kerner Commission recommended, among other
things, greater concern by private citizens, and it’s

good to note that at a time when many private
groups are simply throwing up their hands and re-
fusing to become involved, at least one national
organization has devised an imaginative new pro-
gram.

that national organization was the national
Conference of Christians and Jews, and the imag-
inative new program was the national Committee
for Commitment to brotherhood, formed to sup-
port the work of the national urban League,
naaCP, and Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference.

the first to be Equal to be published after
young’s death was authored by harold R. Sims,
who served as the national urban League’s acting
executive director until the appointment of Vernon
E. Jordan. appropriately, it was a tribute to young
headlined “nation Mourns a great Leader.”

“Whitney young was a man who transcended
the boundaries of race, nationality, and ideology,”
Sims wrote. “he was a man who formed a human
bridge between the rich and the poor, the white
and the black, the conservative and the liberal.
Labels simply don’t apply to such a universal
man.”

Each of young’s successors has continued to
publish to be Equal, and it has been my honor to
uphold the tradition as he intended it to be, “the
voice of black america.”

—June 1, 2023
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amanda gorman, the eloquent 25-year-old har-
vard graduate who was our nation’s first ever na-
tional youth Poet Laureate, recently became one of
the latest authors to have her work banned after a
Florida parent petitioned to have the hill We Climb,
the book version of the poem gorman read at Presi-
dent biden’s inauguration, removed from the ele-
mentary school section of a Miami-dade County
public school library. the parent, who incorrectly
attributed the book to Oprah Winfrey, said in her
complaint the poem “is not educational and have in-
directly [sic] hate messages.” the parent also wrote
she believed its function was to “cause confusion

and indoctrinate students.”
In response, gorman posted a statement saying

she was “gutted” by the book’s removal:
“book bans aren’t new. but they have been on

the rise—according to the [american Library asso-
ciation], 40% more books were challenged in 2022
compared to 2021. What’s more, often all it takes to
remove these works from our libraries and schools
is a single objection. and let’s be clear: most of the
forbidden works are by authors who have struggled
for generations to get on bookshelves. the majority
of these censored works are by queer and non-white
voices.” She continued: “I wrote the hill We Climb

so that all young people could see themselves in a
historical moment. Ever since, I’ve received countless
letters and videos from children inspired by the hill
We Climb to write their own poems. Robbing chil-
dren of the chance to find their voices in literature is
a violation of their right to free thought and free
speech.”

gorman noted that her own publisher, Penguin
Random house, has already joined PEn america
and others in a lawsuit in Escambia County, Florida
challenging book restrictions like these, and urged
her readers to visit PEn america to learn more and
support their challenge. Florida has made many re-
cent headlines for these kinds of bans, and the current
climate of hostility towards diversity and inclusion
under governor and presidential candidate Ron de-
Santis has just led the naaCP to warn against travel
to the state. but none of us can be complacent about
the growing numbers of book restrictions in school
districts and states across the country, including those
proposed by uninformed parents who suspect any
book written by a black author or portraying black
history or culture is likely a “hate”-filled threat to
their own children’s worldview.

the Children’s defense Fund has long champi-
oned the opposite belief. hundreds of college-aged
servant leaders are preparing right now for training
to teach at CdF Freedom Schools® summer pro-
grams for children in grades K–12 at sites across the

country. these programs are centered around the
CdF Freedom Schools’ research-based Integrated
Reading Curriculum featuring high quality books re-
flecting a wide variety of cultures, races, and experi-
ences. For some children, it’s the first time they’ve
seen books with characters who look like them and
share some of the struggles in their lives. It’s hard to
be what you can’t see, and just as children of color
need to be able to see themselves in the books they
read, all children need to be exposed to a wide range
of books that reflect the true diversity of our nation
and world as they really are. as one CdF Freedom
Schools scholar said, “I see myself and the books
give me hope.”

We believe experiences like these should be en-
couraged for all children. during national Reading
Month the CdF Freedom Schools program created
a list of “banned books We Love,” a five-week cur-
riculum of excellent diverse books for every reading
level from K through 12th. now is the time to add
some of them to the summer reading list in your
home this year! Children everywhere deserve the
chance to find and choose books that will allow them
to see themselves, understand what they have in com-
mon with others, and give them hope. as amanda
gorman also wrote, “together, this is a hill we won’t
just climb, but a hill we will conquer.”

—May 26, 2023

Marian Wright Edelman
Founder and President Emerita, 

Children’s Defense Fund

ChildWatch:

“I See Myself and the 
Books Give Me Hope”

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League

To Be Equal:

To Be Equal: Celebrating 20 Years of
Upholding a Tradition as 
“The Voice of Black America”

Prince george’s County, Md. Member national newspaper Publishers association, 
and the Maryland, delaware, district of Columbia Press association.

the Prince george’s Post (ISSn 10532226) is published every thursday by the
new Prince george’s Post Inc., 15207 Marlboro Pike, 

upper Marlboro, Md. 20772-3151.
Subscription rate: 25 cents per single copy; $15 per year; 

$7.50 senior citizens and students; out of county add $1; out of state add $2. 
Periodical postage paid at Southern Md. 20790.

Postmaster, send address changes to Prince george’s Post, P.O. box 1001, 
upper Marlboro, Md. 20773.

The Prince George’s Post
the Prince george’s Post

P.O. box 1001 15207 Marlboro Pike
upper Marlboro, Md 20772-3151

Phone: 301-627-0900 • Legal Fax: 301-627-6260
Email: pgpost@gmail.com

Contents © 2023, the Prince george’s Post

COMMENTARY

PRIDE 2023 from A1

banneker-douglass Museum
84 Franklin Street, annapolis Md 21401

Exciting news: First Lady of Maryland, dawn Moore, will speak
at this celebration of youth creativity and expression! Over the past
several months, our dedicated young artists of the bdM after-
School Program have honed their skills and explored their passions
through a variety of mediums, from painting and drawing to pho-
tography and mixed media, led by teaching artist nikki brooks.
the after-School Program is organized in partnership with the hous-
ing authority of the City of annapolis, and supported by bgE,
anne arundel County, and annapolis Symphony academy. break-
fast will be served.

Exhibiting artists: nyrek banks, Eian burno, Zion Cheak, Jazzlyn
gladden, Zaria harris, Xion Mackell, Quencii Scott, and breon
Wells. 

Link to register: https://conta.cc/42tr1tn 

Annapolis Juneteenth Parade
Saturday, June 17, 2023 | 12 p.m.
West and Main Streets, annapolis Md 21401

the banneker-douglass Museum, the Maryland Commission on
african american history and Culture, the banneker-douglass Mu-

seum Foundation, and the Friends of banneker-douglass Museum
groups will all be participating again this year in the annapolis
Juneteenth parade. We would love to have you cheer us on for this
celebratory event!

EXHIBITIONS
The Radical Voice of Blackness Speaks of Resistance and Joy
On display through September 30, 2023

guest curated by Myrtis bedolla of galerie Myrtis, the Radical
Voice of blackness Speaks of Resistance and Joy presents fine art
by seventeen black Maryland-based artists, including the banneker-
douglass Museum’s Fine art Collection, to examine historic and
contemporary themes of black joy and healing created in opposition
to and despite oppression.

Deep Roots, Rising Waters: 
A Celebration of African Americans in Maryland
Permanent Exhibit

this exhibition provides an overview of african american history
in Maryland from 1633 through the Civil Rights Era. Learn how
african americans throughout Maryland made lasting changes for
all americans.

Learn more about current exhibitions: https://bdmuseum.
maryland.gov/exhibitions/ .

Juneteenth from A3



vironment Secretary Serena McIl-
wain. “We will be relentless in hold-
ing to account the companies that
threatened public health with
PFaS.”

PFaS is a group of over 9,000
human made chemical compounds
containing fluorine and carbon
atoms. PFaS has been used since
the 1940s in industrial settings and
in the production of household and
commercial products that are heat
resistant, stain resistant, and water
and oil repellent. the most widely
studied PFaS chemicals, PFOS and
PFOa, have been shown to be toxic
at very low concentrations. they
are easily transported through soil
and groundwater where they can
migrate long distances, including
into surface water. PFaS are com-
monly referred to as “forever chem-
icals” because they do not readily
biodegrade or chemically degrade

and remain in the environment for
hundreds or even thousands of
years.

both lawsuits allege a number
of claims, including defective de-
sign, failure to warn, public nui-
sance, trespass, and negligence. the
two complaints seek to recover
damages and costs related to the in-
vestigation, cleanup, restoration,
and treatment of its natural re-
sources from PFaS contamination.

the Maryland department of
Environment (MdE) has made sub-
stantial efforts to better understand
and reduce the risks to public health
associated with PFaS contamina-
tion of the State’s natural resources.
MdE is working to identify addi-
tional sources of release of PFaS
at department of defense locations,
wastewater treatment plants, indus-
trial sites, and landfills. thus, more
investigation and work are neces-
sary to determine the full extent of
PFaS contamination.

LauREL, Md. (June 1, 2023)—WSSC
Water today announced the launch of its
much-anticipated temporary water bill
amnesty program to help eligible cus-
tomers with a delinquent balance as of
May 1, 2023. the get Current program,
which will run the month of June, provides
bill credits and waives 100 percent of late
payment charges and turn-on fees for cus-
tomers who qualify. during June, WSSC
Water will temporarily suspend residential
water service turnoffs to encourage pro-
gram participation. as of today, approxi-
mately 83,000 accounts are past due, to-
taling more than $53 million in total
revenue—the vast majority of which are
residential customers. 

Eligible residential customers whose
household income is below 150 percent
of area median income* will receive the

following benefits: 
• ten percent bill credit for payment in

full of the delinquent amount and 100
percent of late payment charges and
turn-on fees waived; and 

• Five percent bill credit for 50 percent
payment of the delinquent amount and
successful completion of a six-month
payment plan. upon completion of the
payment plan, 100 percent of late pay-
ment charges and turn-on fees are
waived. the five percent bill credit is
also applied after completion of the pay-
ment plan. 
Residential customers above 150 per-

cent of area median income and commer-
cial and multi-unit residential accounts
with master meters are eligible for the 100
percent waiver of late payment charges
and turn-on fees. 

“We know customers are struggling to
pay their water and sewer bills due to cur-
rent inflationary pressures and the long-

standing financial impact of COVId-19,
which is why we created this temporary
amnesty program,” said WSSC Water
general Manager and CEO Kishia L. Pow-
ell. “We strongly encourage customers to
take advantage of the financial benefits of
the get Current program before July 1 to
avoid service interruptions.”  

to learn more about WSSC Water’s
get Current program and determine if you
qualify, visit wsscwater.com/getcurrent.

you can find information on other cus-
tomer assistance programs at
wsscwater.com/assistance.  

WSSC Water is the proud provider of safe,
seamless and satisfying water services,
making the essential possible every day for
our neighbors in Montgomery and Prince
George’s counties. We work to deliver our
best because it’s what our customers expect
and deserve. 

PRInCE gEORgE’S COunty, Md.
(June 1, 2023)—One Fair Wage and
RaISE high Road Restaurants have an-
nounced the “Keep Restaurant Workers in
Prince george’s County” grant Program,
addressing the challenges faced by the lo-
cal restaurant industry. this initiative aims
to support bIPOC-owned restaurants, pro-
mote higher wages, and foster fair labor
practices within the county.

In response to the increasing wage com-
petition and the ongoing exodus of work-
ers from the local restaurant industry, the
program will award 20–30 establishments
with a grant of $5,000–$7,500 each. this
crucial funding is aimed at facilitating the
hiring or rehiring of staff and transitioning
from Maryland’s current $3.63 to a fair
wage of $15 plus tips.

“the ‘Keep Restaurant Workers in
Prince george’s County’ grant Program

is our strategic response to the ongoing
mass exodus of workers from the restau-
rant industry, especially given that neigh-
boring dC’s wages will soon be five times
those in Prince george’s County,” says
Saru Jayaraman, President of One Fair
Wage. “We hope to sustain local talent and
ensure a resilient restaurant industry in
Prince george’s County."

as in most metropolitan areas, the
restaurant industry has been disproportion-
ately impacted by the aftermath of the
COVId-19 pandemic, leading to financial
hardship and an ensuing exodus of workers
to other industries offering better remu-
neration and worker protections. nearly
20,000 workers have left the Maryland
restaurant industry. additionally, the pas-
sage of Initiative 82 in neighboring Wash-
ington dC, which will raise the minimum
wage for tipped workers to at least $16 an
hour (almost 5 times Maryland’s submin-
imum wage) has intensified wage compe-
tition and caused further migration of

restaurant workers.
to participate in this program, restau-

rants must commit, with support, to tran-
sition to paying all staff at least $15 an
hour plus tips, with support from the pro-
gram, and implement equitable employ-
ment practices. To be eligible, restaurants
must submit their application by June
10.

the announcement of the program and
application process included
• Council Member & Vice Chair Wala

blegay
• at-Large Council Member Mel Franklin
• Council Member Ingrid Watson (district

4)
• Saru Jayaraman, President, One Fair

Wage
• Joseph geevarghese, Executive direc-

tor, Our Revolution
the selection of grant recipients will

be announced at a special awards cere-
mony on Friday, June 16 at 12 p.m. at one
of the participating restaurants. 

annaPOLIS, Md. (June 1, 2023)—gov-
ernor Wes Moore today announced that
the Maryland department of transporta-
tion Motor Vehicle administration
launched Maryland Mobile Id in google
Wallet. Maryland is the first state in the
nation to offer digital licenses and Ids in
google Wallet, which will enable users to
verify their identity easily and securely for
airport security screening.

“Maryland is leading the way in creat-
ing a more competitive and innovative dig-
ital environment while prioritizing acces-
sibility and customer service,” said gov.
Moore. “Maryland Mobile Id advances
our administration’s work to deliver safe
and secure services that benefit all Mary-
landers.”

In May 2022, Maryland became only
the second state to offer Mobile Id in ap-
ple Wallet. With the addition of google
Wallet, Maryland is now the first state to
offer Mobile Id on two major mobile wal-
let platforms. Maryland Mobile Id in
google Wallet and Maryland Mobile Id
in apple Wallet are the only forms of dig-

ital Ids issued through the Motor Vehicle
administration.

“Innovation and technology are keys
to building a transportation system that’s
more equitable, accessible and safe for all
Marylanders,” said Maryland department
of transportation Secretary Paul J. Wiede-
feld. “Maryland Mobile Id is a tool that
puts more convenience in the hands of our
customers.”

Marylanders may now add their driver’s
license or Id card to google Wallet and
present it at select transportation Security
administration airport PreCheck check-
points, including at baltimore/Washington
International thurgood Marshall airport
and Ronald Reagan Washington national
airport. Maryland Mobile Id is only avail-
able to individuals with a valid Maryland-
issued driver’s license or Id. as Maryland
Mobile Id serves as a companion to a phys-
ical driver’s license or Id, Marylanders
should always carry their physical driver’s
license or Id.

“google Wallet makes navigating day-
to-day life easier by enabling quick and
convenient access to everyday essentials
like your payment cards, loyalty cards,
concert tickets and more,” said google

Wallet Vice President and general Man-
ager Jenny Cheng. “Our research shows
that having a way to save an Id to Wallet
is critical in adopting a fully digital wallet.
by bringing Ids to Wallet, we’re excited
to provide yet another way for people to
move seamlessly throughout their day, to-
ward a future without the need for a phys-
ical wallet.” 

Safety and security are built into every
part of google Wallet, including with
Maryland Mobile Id. Ids in Wallet are
stored encrypted, meaning no one will
have access to personal identification in-
formation unless a user chooses to share
them with consent. Presenting an Id will
require users to authenticate on their de-
vice and select which fields they wish to
share. google does not have access to
users’ Ids and contents cannot be shared
without user permission. all verification
and validation of Maryland Mobile Id en-
rollment is completed by the Motor Vehi-
cle administration only.

For more information about Maryland
Mobile Id in google Wallet—including
how to add and how to use at an airport—
visit the MVa website. 
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By PRESS OFFICER
One Fair Wage

BUSINESS AND FINANCE
Ask Rusty:

What If I Delay but Die Before
Claiming Social Security?
By RuSSELL gLOOR, 
national Social Security advisor at the aMaC Foundation,
the non-profit arm of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  hypothetically, if I plan to sign up for Social Security at
70 and pass away before that, I will get nothing. My spouse would still
get a boost in the amount she receives because I made more, but
everything I put into the program vanishes. I haven’t reached my full
retirement age yet and I still have income, but if I sign up now at 63
my benefits will be withheld due to my income. then at full retirement
age (presuming I elected to claim earlier) a re-calculation will take
place and my monthly amount would be adjusted. Well, what happens
if I decide to wait until 70 but pass away before I claim? are my
contributions repaid in a lump sum, or will I (or someone else) still
lose everything? Signed: Uncertain About My Future

Dear Uncertain: you are correct that if you pass away before collecting
your earned Social Security benefits you won’t personally get anything.
Social Security has, since inception, been a “pay as you go” program
where those currently working and contributing to Social Security pay
benefits for those currently receiving Social Security. that means that
if you die before collecting, the monies you contributed will have
already been used to pay other recipients, but the contributions you
made may still entitle your dependents to benefits on your record. For
those who are in their early 60s, average longevity is mid-80s, meaning
your spouse would likely collect benefits on your record for more than
two decades, any minor children could collect until they are adults, and
any permanently disabled child you may have would get benefits from
your record for the rest of their life as well.  

the Social Security payroll taxes you contributed were not put into
a private account in your name. and, on average, it is to the beneficiary’s
advantage the program doesn’t work that way because that personal
account would be depleted fairly quickly after you claim—rather than
getting benefits for the rest of your life, you’d only get benefits (plus
interest) from your personal account, which would run dry pretty fast.
FyI, we have researched this very carefully and found that, on average,
all payroll taxes contributed to Social Security by an individual will
be recovered within about 5 years of starting benefits. the actual
length of time to recoup one’s contributions varies somewhat depending
on lifetime earnings and contributions made, but lower earning bene-
ficiaries will recover everything contributed through payroll taxes
within about 3 years, while it could take as much as 5 years for higher
earners to get back everything they’ve paid into the program. and for
clarity, since self-employed individuals pay both the employee and
employer portion of the payroll tax, it does take longer for those who
own their own business to recoup what they’ve contributed. never-
theless, on average, most who claim benefits will get considerably
more from the program than they paid in Social Security payroll taxes.

as to your specific question, if you die before collecting, the con-
tributions you made weren’t deposited in a personal account for you
and won’t be paid out in a lump sum. Rather, the payroll taxes you
paid while working were used to pay benefits to beneficiaries receiving
at the time, and those working and contributing after you die will fund
the benefits paid to your spouse or disabled adult child until they die,
or to your minor children until they are adults. the Social Security
benefits you earned aren’t just for you—your eligible dependents will
also benefit from your record.

The 2.4 million member association of Mature american Citizens
[aMaC] www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from its members. AMAC Action is a
non-profit, non-partisan organization representing the membership in
our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Districts throughout
the country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.org)
is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting
and educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on the
Association members’ behalf, protecting their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best solve the problems they face today.
Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other governmental
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters “Keep Restaurant Workers in Prince George’s County”
Grant Program Announced to Promote Fair Wages
and Equity in the Restaurant Industry”
$150,000 to be Awarded to 20+ Local Restaurants in PGC

By PRESS OFFICER
Maryland Governor’s Press Office

Governor Moore Announces 
Maryland Mobile ID Google Wallet Launch
Maryland is First State in the Nation to Offer Digital Licenses and IDs on 
Two Major Mobile Operating Systems

By LuIS Maya 
WSSC Water 

WSSC Water Launches Get Current: 
Temporary Water Bill Amnesty Program 
Program Runs June 1–June 30
Eligible Customers Receive Bill Credits and Waived Fees 
Residential Water Service Turnoffs Temporarily Suspended During Amnesty Program 

* get Current 150 percent area Median Income Limits by household Size for Prince george’s and Montgomery counties.



gleton’s most prestigious jobs including national archives, dulles
airport Expansion, department of treasury, national gallery of art,
and the renovation of Wedge One of the Pentagon, as well as the
rebuild after the attack of 9/11.

he’s survived by his wife Carolyn, the “girl next door” when he
was growing up on Woodland Road. Other survivors include son Skip,
daughter Sheila Margolis, brother Ronald, five grandchildren and two
great-grands.

Skip enjoyed fishing and boating on the bay, and was a longtime
member of hawthorne Country Club, where he enjoyed golfing and
taking money from his friends playing poker.

Milestones
happy birthday to Fannie dimes and Meghan trexler decker, June

11; Keenus Clark and Shirley Profhit, June 12; aimee Crawford, Joel
McCune and Cameron nichols, June 13; u.S. Representative Steny
hoyer, June 14; Kara dameron, dot Pfeil and June Zaccagnino, June
15; helen Padgett and Lucia Scott, June 16.
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 d’arcy Road
upper Marlboro, Md 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

WORd OF gOd
COMMunIty

ChuRCh
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road bladensburg, Md 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes you Where Jesus
Christ Is Lord and King

Stephen L. Wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 Lakeland Road
College Park, Md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.

Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend Church directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince george’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published in
our directory.

%
Call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road Landover, Md
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday biblical Institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

Saturday Worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘WOndERFuL WEdnESdayS
WIth JESuS’: 

12 noon (the Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

We exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 Oxon hill Road

Oxon hill, Maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(adults & Children) - 9:30 a.M.
Worship Service - 11:00 a.M.
Wed. Prayer Service & bible

Study - 7:00 P.M.
Office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FhbC@verizon.net
Pastor:  Rev. Waymond b. duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill Road, Landover, Md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“We are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful thursdays 
bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old Marlboro Pike,
upper Marlboro, Md

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (Children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Reverend Twanda E. King, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

Morningside from A2

Let the Multimedia Specialists of
MddC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. CaLL tO-
day at 855-721-MddC, Ext. 4 and
start seeing results nOW!

Increase the digital presence of your
business! Contact MddC ad Serv-
ices to receive a FREE digital Foot-
print Consultation for your business
from a tOP PERFORMIng adver-
tising agency! Call 855-721-MddC,
Ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com. 

dISh network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa
gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE hd dVR. FREE Streaming
on aLL devices. Call today! 1-855-
407-6870

Prepare for power outages today
with a gEnERaC home standby
generator. $0 Money down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request
a FREE Quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

BUSINESS SERVICES

FOR SALE

FREE high-speed internet for those
that qualify. government program
for recipients of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SnaP, housing as-
sistance, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor benefits, Lifeline, tribal.
15 gb internet service. bonus offer:
android tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip telecom today!
1-888-592-5957

bEautIFuL bath uPdatES in
as little as OnE day! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
aFFORdabLE PRICES!  Lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Call now! 877-738-0991.

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet
bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company has pet coverage that can
help! Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a
free quote or visit insure
barkmeow.com/mddc

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet bills?
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help!
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a free
quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

FREE

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

PET SUPPLIES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! COnnECt with
the Multimedia Specialists of
MddC ad Services. Expand your
brand's reach in our bulk advertis-
ing network - CaLL tOday! With
one call, one placement, one bill,
you'll reach over 1,000,000 readers
in the entire Mid-atlantic region.
Call 855-721-MddC, Ext. 4 or
email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

dOnatE yOuR CaR/tRuCK/
RV - Lutheran Mission Society of
Md Compassion Place ministries
help local families with food, cloth-
ing, counseling. tax deductible.
MVa licensed #W1044. 410-228-
8437 www.CompassionPlace.org

VEHICLES WANTED

dEntaL InSuRanCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insurance -
nOt just a discount plan. do not
wait! Call now! get your FREE
dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-337-5228 www.
dental50plus.com/MddC#6258

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet
bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company has pet coverage that can
help! Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a
free quote or visit insure
barkmeow.com/mddc

Let the Multimedia Specialists of
MddC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. Call today
at 855-721-MddC, Ext. 4 and start
seeing results nOW.

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

SUBSCRIBE!
The Prince George’s Post!

Call 301-627-0900

Prince George’s Post—Proudly Serving 
Prince George’s County Since 1932


