
annaPOlIS, Md. (april 3, 2023)—Governor
wes Moore today announced a new partnership
between the Maryland department of the Envi-
ronment and the Center for Global Sustainability
at the university of Maryland to model Maryland’s
pathway toward ambitious climate goals. the an-
nouncement came during a roundtable discussion
at the State house with climate goal stakeholders
including representatives from the Maryland de-
partment of the Environment, university of Mary-
land, league of Conservation voters, Maryland
Commission on Environmental Justice and Sus-
tainable Communities, and Blink Charging.

“we face an historic challenge—and we will
tackle it with an all-of-government, an all-of-com-
munity, and an all-of-state approach,” said Gov-
ernor Moore. “we cannot win this fight alone. It
will take partnership, it will take collaboration, it
will take teamwork; that includes this partnership
with the university of Maryland and all of the
stakeholders today.”

Maryland’s Climate Solutions now act of 2022
calls for 60% in emissions reductions by 2031—
the most ambitious target in the country. the act
requires the state to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions by setting more aggressive state goals; re-
quires electric companies to increase gross energy
savings; develops energy efficiency and emissions

reduction requirements for certain buildings; es-
tablishes zero-emission vehicle requirements in
the state fleet; and establishes an electric school
bus pilot program. 

the act also set Maryland’s first-ever net-zero
emissions goal. By 2045, annual statewide green-
house gas emissions must be balanced with re-
movals of greenhouse gasses from the atmosphere,
such as from carbon sequestration in trees and
soils.

“these ambitious plans must not only include
solutions to achieve our goals but must also lay a
foundation for just and equitable implementation,”
said Maryland department of the Environment
Secretary Serena McIlwain. “Marylanders’ voices
are critical in helping the plan deliver emissions
reductions and realize economic benefits across
the state.”

the analysis and framework will outline the
emissions reductions potential from multiple sec-
tors and cover all harmful greenhouse gas emis-
sions—including methane and hydrofluorocarbons.
Critically, the framework will set the stage for ac-
tors at all levels to engage in thoughtful climate
leadership to improve Maryland’s air and envi-
ronment and help transition the most vulnerable
communities to clean energy. 

“Our experts will work directly with our state
partners and other stakeholders to understand the
current climate trajectory based on state and local
policies, federal action, and market forces,” said

director of the Center for Global Sustainability
nate hultman. “Our analysis will identify new
and feasible state policies to help reduce the nec-
essary emissions while improving economic, pub-
lic, and environmental health for all.”

the Maryland department of the Environment

is currently seeking public input on climate change
strategies for Maryland. the report and framework
will then be open for public comment this summer.
Following the open comment period, a final policy
framework and plan will be delivered at the end
of 2023.

BOwIE, Md. (april 5,
2023)—Congressman Steny
hoyer hosted a round table
discussion with students and
faculty members at Bowie
State today to discuss mental
health issues plaguing public
schools, and the five-year $5
million grant recently
awarded to the university by
the department of Education
(doE) to combat the crisis.

the grant is funded
through the doE’s Mental
health Service Professionals
demonstration program
which aims to train more
school counselors, psycholo-
gists, and other mental health
practitioners to serve in low-
income elementary, middle
and high schools across the
country.

“Our public schools are in
the midst of a mental health
emergency,” said Congress-
man hoyer. “this grant will
enable Bowie State to partner
with local school districts to
help increase the number of
highly qualified school coun-
selors who can provide men-
tal health services in high-
need schools while increasing
the number of underrepre-
sented counselors.”

Bowie State’s department
of Counseling will partner
with the anne arundel
County, Montgomery County
and Prince George’s County
Public School districts to

train BSu graduate students
in the counseling program
and current school counselors
to increase the number of
state-certified counselors to
work with diverse students.

“Fourteen of our graduate
students will be placed at 14
high-need schools that have
been identified by our part-
ners,” said dr. nikki ham, as-
sistant professor of counsel-
ing and president of the
Maryland School Counselor
association. “Our goal is to
create a pipeline of culturally
sensitive mental health pro-
fessionals to serve emotion-
ally distressed students who
suffer from depression, anxi-
ety, trauma-related disorders
and other mental health con-
ditions.”

approximately 7,000 stu-
dents are expected to be
served by the grant project
each year.

Bowie State university (BSu)
is an important higher educa-
tion access portal for qualified
persons from diverse aca-
demic and socioeconomic
backgrounds, seeking a high-
quality and affordable public
comprehensive university. The
university places special em-
phasis on the science, technol-
ogy, cybersecurity, teacher ed-
ucation, business and nursing
disciplines within the context
of a liberal arts education.
For more information about
BSU, visit bowiestate.edu

(april 5, 2023)—upper Marl-
boro, Md. resident Gladys
Spencer was treated to a birthday
party with balloons, cake, friends,
and a proclamation from the
Maryland General assembly rec-
ognizing her 100th birthday on
april 2, 2023. 

Born in 1923 in Croom, Md.
in Prince George’s County, Ms.
Spencer grew up in a family of
nine. She attended St. Mary
School in upper Marlboro and
later graduated from Frederick
douglas high School. She then
went on to work at her St. Mary
School alma mater, where she was
employed for 39 years performing
a variety of roles including cook-
ing, cleaning, and caring for the
church school. Born under the
presidency of Calvin Coolidge,
she’s lived under 17 different u.S.
presidents and through a century
of social, technological, and po-
litical changes that have shaped
every facet of the world we live
in today.

the proclamation, signed by
delegate darryl Barnes, states:
“In recognition of your 100 years
of life. the longevity of life is a
blessing for an individual and for
a community, that benefits from
the knowledge, creativity, and ex-
perience you bring to all. May
your latter years be your best
years.”

about 1,800 Maryland resi-
dents are 100 or older, according
to the Maryland Centenarians
Committee, which tracks that pop-
ulation using Social Security data.
this newly minted centenarian is

a resident of Fellowship Square’s
largo landing Fellowship house,
a community in upper Marlboro
that provides housing for older
adults living on extremely limited
fixed incomes. Fellowship Square
is one of the leading local
providers of affordable housing
and services to low-income sen-
iors. through hud funding and
vouchers, residents of Fellowship
houses—many who live on So-
cial Security or Supplemental Se-
curity Income alone, with an av-
erage annual fixed-income of
$10,000/year – pay no more than
30 percent of their income toward
their housing costs, including rent
and a utility allowance. 

Ms. Spencer has resided at
largo landing for the past 23
years, when, after her four chil-
dren had grown up and estab-
lished their families and careers,
she recalls that she said to herself,
“Gladys, now that you see what
they are doing with their lives and
getting their things done and get-
ting themselves settled, it’s about
time to look out for yourself for a
while.” She’s been an active mem-
ber of the largo landing Fellow-
ship house community ever since.
Gladys likes to participate in
bingo, casino, and the many other
social events offered to residents.
She also enjoys going on outings
with her grown children, loves
poetry, and has even published a
poem. her advice to the younger
generation is to “always do the
right thing, be wise enough to do
so, and show respect and patience
for others.” 

Fellowship Square ensures that
residents have the support they
need to live independent and ful-

filling lives even in the face of se-
rious obstacles, such as the high
costs of housing in the greater
washington dC area. For more
information on Fellowship Square

housing options, volunteer oppor-
tunities or donations, visit 
fellowshipsquare.org, call
703.860.2536 or email info@
fellowshipsquare.org.
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Upper Marlboro resident Gladys Spencer celebrated her 100th
birthday on April 2 at Fellowship Square’s Largo Landing Fel-
lowship House with balloons, cake, friends and a proclamation
from the Maryland General Assembly recognizing her century
of life. 
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Growing Green With Pride
help beautify our county by joining neighbors in your community for a

day of cleaning, weed removal and mulching.
Saturday, april 22, 2023
8 a.m.–12 p.m.
Rain or shine!
Registration is required for participation. Register by April 14, 2023 at

mypgc.us/growinggreen.
Students may earn service learning hours! For more information, contact

tonya hairston at GrowingGreenwithPride@co.pg.md.us.
—The DoE Sprout, March 30, 2023

Prince George’s County Leads the State in
Recycling and Waste Diversion
Ranks No. 1 in recycling and diverting trash from the
Landfill
laRGO, Md. (april 4, 2023)—Prince George’s County is once again the
leader in Maryland for keeping trash from the landfill and recycling right.
the County recently adopted new initiatives to reduce waste to help the
County reclaim the top spot. One such initiative includes expanding its
curbside composting program, PGC Composts, to 85,000 households, with
plans for all residents receiving County trash and recycling services to re-
ceive a green-wheeled cart by the end of the year.

“we are Prince George’s Proud to reclaim the #1 recycling and waste
diversion spot in the State, showing that Prince George’s County is devel-
oping innovative practices that lead by example in Maryland and even the
nation,” said County Executive angela alsobrooks. “we continue to adopt
smart waste technologies that increase efficiency, lower collection costs,
and divert more trash away from our landfill. with the support of our resi-
dents, we will continue to build an even more environmentally friendly
and sustainable County.”

“we are excited to show that Prince Georgians continue to create sus-
tainable habits in their daily lives to protect and preserve our environment,”
said andrea Crooms, director of the Prince George’s County department
of the Environment (doE). “with improvements to several of our waste
collection services, we not only divert valuable resources from being trashed
but reduce our greenhouse gases, improve our soil health, and conserve
our water.”

according to the latest figures released by the Maryland department of
the Environment (MdE) for 2021, the County’s waste diversion stands at
65.71 percent and recycling at 61.71 percent, surpassing those from the
calendar year 2020 of 46.34 and 41.34, respectively.

the recycling tonnage is divided by the total waste number (tonnage) to
obtain the recycling rate. MdE calculates the rate by adding the disposed
trash tonnage and the recycling tonnage to provide a total waste number.
the County also received a Source Reduction Credit from MdE for en-
gaging and educating residents on reducing waste at its source. Examples
of source reduction practices include leaving grass trimmings on your lawn
to add nutrients back into the soil, using reusable shopping bags and water
bottles, and selecting products that contain the least amount of packaging.

the County has instituted several regulations to assist in diverting waste
from the landfill, including requiring all businesses to provide recycling
and trash receptacles in and outside their business. this regulation also ex-
tends to multi-family residences/apartments. In addition, the County has a
Styrofoam and plastic straw ban, and beginning June 1, whether you go
into a restaurant for takeout, go through the drive-through, or order from
an app, food service ware will be provided upon request only. this includes
foodware accessories like ketchup, straws, napkins, and cutlery. another
waste-reducing strategy involves installing solar-powered, sensor-equipped
trash and recycling compactors in high-traffic areas.

view a full copy of the MdE Report go to https://mde.maryland.gov/pro-
grams/land/RMP/documents/MSwMadR%20%2722.pdf?utm_medium=e
mail&utm_source=govdelivery. For information on the County’s Business
Recycling Program, source reduction, or other waste management programs,
call 301-883-3635. For all additional information, contact PGC311 or dial
3-1-1.

—Brittani Garner, Department of the Environment

County Council Presents Emergency Legislation
Addressing Landlord Retaliation for Rent
Stabilization
Proposed Measure Protects Tenants from Unlawful and
Retaliatory Rent Increases and Eviction as Rent Stabilization
Act of 2023 Takes Effect 

the Prince George’s County Council, during session on tuesday, april
4, 2023, presented Emergency legislation concerning landlord Retaliation
for Rent Stabilization. CB-051-2023 declares certain actions by landlords
as retaliation, including the termination of a lease to force a pre-existing
tenant into a new lease, to avoid rent increase limitations established by
the Rent Stabilization act of 2023, which takes effect on april 17, 2023. 

CB-051-2023 prevents landlords from increasing rents over 3% for ex-
isting tenants (those with a valid lease prior to april 17th), including land-
lords of senior housing properties subject to the Rent Stabilization act of
2023.  the measure also prohibits the harassment, intimidation, and/or
threat of tenants’ exercise of their legal rights.

Council Member Krystal Oriadha, author of CB-051-2023 and the Rent
Stabilization act of 2023, says the People’s Council is committed to pro-
tecting renters from the actions of unprincipled landlords.

“Since the Rent Stabilization act of 2023 passed, our office, and several
other Council offices have been inundated with calls from renters whose
landlords are using various methods to increase rents by hundreds of dollars.
From residents living in senior facilities, to families who are being asked
to sign renewal contracts months ahead, these actions are predatory and
validate our concerns that a permanent solution is needed to stop bad actors
from taking advantage of Prince Georgians. we hope this bill will help us
close some of the loopholes while we continue to work towards a permanent
solution.”

On February 28, the County Council voted to support CB-007-2023,
legislation establishing the Rent Stabilization act of 2023. the measure,
which becomes law on april 17, 2023, temporarily amends the landlord-
tenant Code to limit landlords’ ability to increase rent for tenants above
3% over a 12-month period. under the legislation, a landlord cannot increase
rent above 3% for any tenant and cannot issue a notice of rent increase
over 3% during the twelve months of the Rent Stabilization act. 
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
Around the CountyIn & Around Morningside-Skyline by Mary Mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

SPRING FLING BRUNCH
Christ united Methodist Church hospitality Ministry

aquasco, Maryland 20608.  Pastor, Rev. Shemaiah Strickland.
the church will sponsor a Spring Fling Brunch (Silent auction
and Floor prizes april 15, 2023, from 11 a.m.–2 p.m. 

the Brunch will be at St. Phillip’s Church hall 13801 Baden
westwood Road, Brandywine, Maryland 20613. Contact:  tracy
Pinkney (240) 882-7703, deborah “dee” Proctor (301) 275-
2544, Phyllis Slater (301) 653-7345, Beverly Cole (240) 419-
7258.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
happy Birthday to alvin Pinkett, Maudie Goodrum, Glenda

Graves, Cosmus Samuel, Barron neal, Elisa Magdelene Prah,
Samuel Bell, lindsay Joiner, Zilpha Pinkney, Claudette
Oghogho, nadia long, Eric Knight, Charmaine Grant, Sarita
George’s, william Stroman, III, Jerre Kauffman, Zora Oghogho,
Mmachi helen Mbakwe and william Stroman, Iv, audrey
Johnson who are Clinton united Methodist Church members
celebrating birthdays in april.   

FOUNDER’S DAY
In celebration of Bowie State university Founder’s day,

Professor Brandon Felder steps into uncharted territory by con-
verging diverse musical genres (such as Gospel, Jazz, Classical,
and Pop) into a unique listening experience that you won’t
soon forget.  

Professor Felder continues to make his artistic introduction
to the BSu community at large, and this piano/keyboard recital
presents a sound offering of true trinity of spirit, soul, and
artistry.  It is on april 18, 2023, 12–1 p.m. and open to one and
all.  Reception to follow. Cost:  Free. 

location:  Fine & Performing arts Center, Recital hall
14000 Jericho Park Road Bowie, Maryland 20715. Contact:
Brandon Felder, email:  bfelder@bowiestate.edu. Categories:
academics, Fine and Performing arts, Performance/Exhibit,
Social/Entertainment, Student life.

THE URBAN GUERILLA ORCHESTRA
the urban Guerilla Orchestra will be in Concert Saturday,

april 22, 2023, 8 p.m. at harmony hall art Center.  the address
is 10701 livingston Road, Fort washington, Maryland 20744. 

the urban Guerilla Orchestra, affectionately known as
uGO, hails from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. under the lead-
ership of trumpeter henri McMillian, uGO is comprised of
instrumentalists and vocalists who have worked with artists
such as Michael Jackson, quincy Jones, aretha Franklin, Boyz
II Men, Gladys Knight, and countless others.

they are undoubtedly one of the best bands performing
throughout the united States today. they have traveled all over
the world and are widely recognized for being the official band
of the Soul train Cruise.  the uGO is comprised of consum-
mate professionals with decades of experience and world-class
musicians who record and tour with major national acts.  they
will deliver an energy-packed musical experience that will rock

you every second of the performance. all ages. tickets:
$40/adult; $35 seniors and students. Purchase tickets through
PaRKSdIRECt!

AN ALUMNI SOCIAL AFFAIR BRUNCH
Join Bowie State university national alumni association

Prince George’s County Chapter annual Benefit an alumni
Social affair Brunch featuring “thE SKy ShOw,” Sunday,
June 25, 2023 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Martin’s Crosswinds,
7400 Greenway Center drive, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770. 

donation is $60.00 *$4.75 tax deduction contribution.
Make checks payable to:  Prince George’s County
Chapter/BSunaa. Mail to Rose Coleman 3703 Ivy hill lane,
Bowie, Maryland 20715. For more information:  addie Martin
301-868-6081 or Rose Coleman 301-518-4861. Proceeds sup-
port Prince George’s County Chapter Scholarship Fund.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to Ron and Beth davis, lloyd and Shirley

Brown, trevor and denise Reid Bourne, norman and Jean
noel, Clarence and dorothy Glasgow Reid, Eddie and Ruth
wilson, George and Karen taylor, Cosmus and Stephnie
Samuel who are Clinton united Methodist Church members
celebrating wedding anniversaries in april.

DIONNE WARWICK EXHIBIT
an art exhibition inspired by music and in tribute to the

life, music, and career of dionne warrwick on display March
27 through april 12, 2023, in the Bowie State university
Gallery of art in the Fine and Performing arts Center. 

Gallery hours are Monday and wednesday, 11 a.m.–5 p.m.,
tuesday, 1–6 p.m., thursday, 11 a.m.–12 p.m. and 2–6 p.m.,
Friday, 11–6 p.m., Saturday, 11:30–5 p.m.  Phone (301) 860-
5712 or (301) 860-3752 for more information.

location:  address is 14000 Jericho Park Road, Bowie,
Maryland, 20715. Contact tewodross Melchishua williams,
email mwilliams@bowiestate.edu.  Categories:  Fine and Per-
forming arts. 

AFTERNOON TEA
damon Foreman trio will appear at harmony hall art Cen-

ter wednesday, May 17, 2023, 2 p.m.  a charismatic performer,
damon, along with his musicians, brings eclectic artistry to a
variety of music genres.  he can soothe your soul with his
Jazz, wake your Spirit with his Soul, jumpstart your heart with
his Funk, and light your fire with his rock.  

damon has toured throughout the world playing many styles
of music with major artists such as ashford and Simpson,
Gladys night, Sista Monica, Mary wells, and Parliament
Funkadelic.  damon loves to perform and leaves listeners with
the knowledge that  they have experienced something different
and extraordinary.  In other words, he rocks! all ages: tickets
are $20 per person. address is harmony hall art Center 10701
livingston Road, Fort washington, Maryland 20744.  tele-
phone:  301-203-6040.

Suitland Bowl lives!  In fact, Suitland
Bowl is thriving

Recently I drove down the driveway
to its parking lot at 4811 Silver hill Road;
it looked abandoned.  I was wrong.  It’s
still open.  In fact, it’s going great.

last week former residents Johnny
thompson and his wife linda visited me
and, at some point, talked about bowling
in Suitland and how they are regulars.
that sent me to the Internet for the whole
story:

Founded in 1953, “It’s an authentic
duckpin Experience.”  “Great place to
bring the whole family for a fun night
out.”  “Great food at a good price.” 

also: Party Packages, leagues,
Classes, Shopping (new products coming
up in 2023).  KidsBowlFree (with con-
ditions).  

“Suitland Bowl, Suitland, Maryland.
2242 likes, 121 talking about this, 1262
were here. we are a 24 lane duckpin
bowling center. Great for parties,...”

“we feature videos of current and past
duckpin Bowling tournaments, events,
interviews, and highlights.”

according to the website: it’s open
Sun., 12 noon–7 p.m.; tues., 4 p.m.–10
p.m.; wed., 8 a.m.–2 p.m.; thurs–Fri., 4
p.m.–10 p.m.; Sat., 12 noon–10 p.m.
however, Johnny and linda advise call-
ing 301-893-4160 to verify hours.  

have I whet your appetite?  Email me
a review the next time you go to Suitland
for duckpins.

Town of Morningside
G I liquors is still boarded up since

three guys crashed a stolen car into the
store on March 17.  no arrests that I’ve
heard of.

Morningside’s yard Sale is coming
up Saturday, april 15, at the Morningside
Fire house, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. It’s probably
too late to put up a table, but you might
want to check out what’s for sale.  If, by
any chance it rains on the 15th, you can
still drop by on Rain date, april 22.  

the monthly town Meeting is tues-
day, april 18, 7 p.m. at the town hall.

Info: 301-736-2301. 

Curtis Dalpra, who worked for the
Potomac River

Curtis Mark dalpra, 66, who cham-
pioned good stewardship of the Potomac
River, died March 5.  he was the son of
Constance and the late Col. Clarence dal-
pra, brother of Chris dalpra, Gina dal-
pra-Berman and the late david dalpra.
Mass of Christian Burial was at St. Mary
of the assumption Church in upper
Marlboro with burial at Resurrection
Cemetery.

From his obit: “Since joining ICPRB
(Interstate Commission on the Potomac
River Basin) in 1981, Curtis has faithfully
sent the Potomac news Reservoir
newsletter, first in paper form, then in
electronic form.  But today we pause.
we pause the newsletter, but we also
pause to take a moment in honor of Cur-
tis.  we invite you to pause with us.
Maybe take a walk by the river, stop to
take a good photo, and throw a ball for
your dog.” 

I send a special goodbye and thank-
you to Curtis who was my invaluable as-
sistant editor when I did the 25th anniver-
sary book for St. Philip the apostle Parish
in 1982. 

Neighbors & other good people
dave williams sent me sad word that

three men, who were once our neighbors,
have died in recent months. I didn’t know
them well, but all the names are so fa-
miliar.  If you have memories of larry
Bevins, Stanley Edwards or vernon John-
son, email 
muddmm@gmail.com.

daughter Kathleen Shearer sent word
that she has a new grandbaby, deshawn
Paul Garcia Jr., born april 6, weighing
in at 7 pounds, 6 ounces.  he is named
deshawn Paul Garcia Jr., for his dad—
they will call him dJ, for deshawn Jr.
deshawn and Kathryn live in Blythe,
Calif.  Baby dJ has four siblings, Jason,
Brayden, Isaiah and Jazzlynn. 

Correction:  last week I ran a tribute

to dr. Kaufman.  It had been sent me by
Carol Kline de Graba rather than—as I
wrongfully wrote—by Julie Koch-
Michael.  as a nurse, Carol worked with
dr. Kaufman back in her Prince George’s
days and knew him well.  Sorry for my
mistake.

Crash aftermath, continued
“I remember my father calling my

mother to come outside to see the pilots
ejecting from the plane.  I remember my
mother’s screams as we ran into a neigh-
bor’s yard.  the plane crashed into a
house.  Mrs. Morgan turned my head so
I wouldn’t see it, but it was too late, I’ll
never forget that black smoke. I also re-
member my dad and other men running
into the house to save people.  My dad
said, ‘the man on the couch was pinned
in by a wing of the plane and he told us
to get out before the whole house ex-
ploded.’ “donna (Glagola) Gentile, who
sent this report, lived on Suitland Road
back in 1951 when that plane from an-
drews crashed into a Morningside house
about a block from her home.

that man on the couch may have been
Irvin Guyer who died in the fire.  

about ten years ago, I had a call from
new Jersey, from a woman who said she
was Irvin Guyer’s daughter (or grand-
daughter). She talked about the tragedy
and how it changed her life. 

It’s a story that doesn’t go away.

Changing Landscape
the Sky Bridge at town Center, up-

per Marlboro, is now open for age 55+,
with independent living, assisted living
and memory care.  It offers a spa and sa-
lon, clubrooms and theater, watermark
university Classes, putting green, state-
of-the-art fitness center.  Info: 240-509-
3912.

a home at 4414 Morgan Road, in
Morningside, has sold for $310,000.

SeeMORNINGSIDE Page A6



annaPOlIS, Md. (april 5,
2023)—[last week], Governor
wes Moore announced the his-
toric nomination of Brigadier
General Janeen l. Birckhead as
Maryland’s next adjutant Gen-
eral. If confirmed by the Senate,
Brig. Gen. Birckhead would be-
come the only Black woman
leading a state military in our na-
tion.

“I am proud to nominate
Brigadier General Janeen Birck-
head to serve as Maryland’s next
adjutant General. with her exten-
sive knowledge and leadership ex-
perience within the Maryland
army national Guard, she will
bring invaluable expertise to this
role.” said Gov. Moore. “the ad-
jutant General is the leader of
Maryland’s Military and I am very
confident in Janeen’s ability to do
just that—lead. her record proves
her readiness to serve at the high-
est ranking military position in the
state of Maryland. I encourage the
Senate to confirm Brig. Gen. Bir-
ckhead without delay.”

“as Maryland’s adjutant
General, I pledge to serve the
people of Maryland with unwa-
vering dedication. I believe in the

importance of the national
Guard’s mission and above all in
the selfless service of our Sol-
diers, airmen, Federal and State
civilian employees and our vol-
unteers, who represent the best
of our great state,” said Brigadier
General Janeen l. Birckhead. “I
am committed to serving my fel-
low Marylanders and providing
the Maryland national Guard
with the leadership and service
they deserve. On my watch, the
Maryland national Guard will
continue to provide relevant, re-
sponsive, and ready forces com-
mitted to service to all.”

Brigadier General Janeen l.
Birckhead is Commander of the
Maryland army national Guard
(MdaRnG), responsible for the
combat readiness of 4,600 sol-
diers and 1,500 combat plat-
forms. She maintains 45 instal-
lations statewide and oversees an
annual budget of $182 million.
She took on the added responsi-
bility of task Force Commander
for over 14,000 soldiers guarding
the u.S. Capitol after the January
6th attack. She also serves as the

FORt waShInGtOn, Md. (april 2, 2023)–—the Prince George’s
County lynching Memorial Project (PGC lMP), a local grassroots
organization, will hold a community remembrance to honor Mr.
thomas Juricks, whose 1869 lynching is the first documented in Prince
George’s County.  the  community remembrance is co-sponsored by
the  M-nCPPC Black history Program.

the community remembrance will be held Saturday, April 15,

2023, from 1–3 p.m. at the harmony hall arts Center in the harmony
hall Regional Center, 10701 livingston Road, Fort washington, Md,
20744. the event is free and open to the public but space is limited.
Registration is encouraged but not required:  https://bit.ly/tJuricks2023.

this moving program will tell the story of Mr. thomas Juricks, a
Black laborer and farmhand who lived with his family in the Piscataway
area near Fort washington and was extrajudicially murdered by a
white masked mob on October 12, 1869. the historical aspects of his
life and tragic lynching will be paired with a long overdue send-off for
Mr. Juricks that will acknowledge and honor him through a libation

ceremony, soil collection, music, poetry and dance.  Opportunities
will be provided to the entire community to reflect and acknowledge
that his life mattered and understand how this violent history reverber-
ates into present-day issues such as white supremacy, mass incarceration
and educational disparities between races.

“It has been our honor to collaborate with the Chapel hill community
of Fort washington in researching the history of the lynching that took
place there and in presenting what we hope will meaningfully honor
the life taken and commit us all to the cause of racial justice in Prince
George’s County,” stated the PGC lMP Co-Chairs Crystal Carpenter,
Rev. diane teichert, and Krystina tucker. 

the PGC lMP is a registered non-profit, all-volunteer organization
affiliated with Bryan Stevenson’s Equal Justice Initiative and the Mary-
land lynching Memorial Project. Its mission is to educate the public
on the truths of our nation’s continuing legacy of the institution of
slavery and its impact on enslaved persons and their descendants, me-
morialize victims of racial terror lynchings in our county, and advance
the cause of racial justice and reconciliation through mutual support
and collaboration.
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COMMUNITY

By PRESS OFFICER
Maryland Governor News

Governor Moore Announces 
Brigadier General Janeen Birckhead as
31st Adjutant General of Maryland

PhOtO CREdIt: JOy aSICO

On Saturday, April 1, Westfield Montgomery Mall, an official partner of the National Cherry
Blossom Festival, took mall patrons back to the dawn of the millennium with performances
by NSYNC’s Chris Kirkpatrick, 98 Degrees’ Jeff Timmons, LFO and O-Town. The mall
served as the perfect indoor retreat to get into the cherry blossom spirit, with performances
against the backdrop of an ornate cherry blossom installation by local artists in the Nord-
strom wing. The crowd went wild as the boy bands performed iconic hits such I Do (Cherish
You), Summer Girls and All or Nothing. Chris Kirkpatrick, who originally planned on only
being a host, surprised everyone by taking the stage to perform three songs including Bye,
Bye, Bye. The show was part of Blossom Fest, an ongoing vibrant event program for cherry
blossom season that will run through April.

Westfield Montgomery’s Y2K Pink
Party with performances by NSYNC,
98 Degrees, LFO and O-Town

By PRESS OFFICER
PGC LMP

Local History Remembered: 
Prince George’s County Lynching Memorial Project
(PGC LMP) to Honor County’s Earliest Known
Lynching Victim

laRGO, Md. (april 3,
2023)—this year marks the
53rd anniversary of Earth day,
and its theme for 2023 is “In-
vest in our Planet.” Prince
George’s County will recog-
nize Earth Month from april 3
through april 30 by highlight-
ing and promoting interactive
activities and events to help
you celebrate the beauty of
Mother Earth and keep your
community clean and beauti-
ful.

Prince George’s County Ex-
ecutive angela alsobrooks is-
sued a proclamation encourag-
ing residents to support the
County’s preservation and
beautification efforts as we
continue building a cleaner and
healthier environment.

“I encourage all Prince
Georgians to do their part in
celebrating Earth Month and
support their community by
participating in our Preserve
and Beautify our Environment
week from april 17 through
april 22,” said alsobrooks.
“we also look forward to join-
ing our residents in our annual
Growing Green with Pride
community cleanup on Earth
day, april 22, as we work to
improve, protect and enhance
our County communities.”

the department of the En-
vironment (doE) has compiled
an Earth Month calendar high-
lighting a few activities, in-
cluding the doE-hosted events

listed below.   Some events re-
quire registration.
• Free Dog and Cat Adop-
tions Now Through April
30. the community is invited
to adopt your new best friend
at the Prince George’s County
animal Services Facility and
adoption Center at 3750
Brown Station Road in upper
Marlboro, tuesday through
Friday from 10 a.m. –6 p.m.
and Saturdays 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Standard adoption processes
still apply, and residents have
a $10 license fee. learn more
at bit.ly/pgcadoptapet.

• PGCLitterTRAK Training
Workshops For Growing
Green with Pride. Informa-
tion submitted through PG-
ClittertRaK, including
bags of litter removed, items
collected, and litter pick-up
locations, will assist doE in
meeting its trash reduction
rate of 170,628 pounds per
year within the anacostia
River watershed.  last
workshop: tuesday, april
18, 2023, 6 p.m. Register for
the training workshop:
https://mypgc.zoom.us/meet
ing/register/tZ0pd-mpqt-
s i G t c o 8 e a h q z q y h -
MqbGIkZ5w7C.

Mulch Madness!
• Prince George’s County res-

idents can pick up FREE
mulch from the County Or-
ganics Composting Facility
on Saturday, april 22, from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. or while sup-
plies last.

• Mulch for this source reduc-
tion event is derived from

live holiday trees collected
curbside and dropped off
throughout January. a skid
loader will be available to
load mulch directly into
pickup trucks (no commer-
cial vehicles). Residents
transporting mulch by car
must bring their containers,
shovels, or pitchforks.

• For more details, visit
mypgc.us/mulchmadness.

Electronics Recycling and
Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW) Disposal Day
• doE announces its third

Electronics Recycling and
household hazardous waste
(hhw) disposal day on
Saturday, april 29, from 8
a.m. - 1 p.m. at the Bowie
Baysox Stadium! non-com-
mercial items collected at
our acceptance Sites will be
collected during this disposal
event. view the list of ac-
ceptable items at 
bit.ly/pgcwastefacilities.

Adopt a Shelter Pet Day
Photo
• now through april 30, take

a photo of your furry, feath-
ery, or scaly rescued pet(s)
and share it with the hash-
tags #PGCEarthdayEvery-
day and #adoptdontShop.
Submissions may also be
submitted to
jhall@co.pg.md.us.
For more information on

County Earth Month activities
or to view event flyers in en
español, visit
http://bit.ly/PGCEarthday
Everyday.

Prince George’s County Celebrates
Earth Month Throughout April 
County agencies and partners will host various community activities and events

By lInda lOwE
PGC Department of the
Environment 

See GENERAL Page A6

PhOtO COuRtESy MaRyland GOvERnOR’S PRESS OFFICE

Left to right: Lt. Gov. Aruna Miller, Brig. Gen. Janeen L. Birck-
head and Gov. Wes Moore at the announcement.



lanhaM, Md. (april 6, 2023)—[On april 5], Congressman Steny
h. hoyer (Md-05) met with members of the Prince George’s County
Chamber of Commerce—including it’s new president and CEO,
alexander austin—to discuss his work as Chairman of the Regional
leadership Council and how the legislation passed and enacted dur-
ing the 117th Congress is creating good paying jobs and economic
opportunity for Marylanders. 

In January 2023, democratic leader hakeem Jeffries created
the Regional leadership Council to coordinate with the Biden-
harris administration to ensure that americans throughout the coun-
try know and feel the positive effects of the historic laws that de-
mocrats secured in the 117th Congress. leader Jeffries appointed

Congressman hoyer to serve as the RlC Chairman and to lead its
mission to identify, implement, and inform.

“In the 117th Congress, democrats secured once-in-a-generation
investments in everything from infrastructure to manufacturing,
public safety to public health, workforce development to research
and development,” Congressman hoyer said after his visit. “now
it’s time to make sure that we're laying down roads, raising up
bridges and factories, lowering costs, creating jobs, and delivering
on the other promises these laws represent in communities in every
corner of the country—including right here in Prince George’s
County.  I look forward to helping lead that effort as Chairman of
the RlC and to working with community partners like the Prince
George’s County Chamber of Commerce to make progress on that
crucial mission.”

naSa administrator Bill nel-
son has named dr. Makenzie
lystrup director of the agency’s
Goddard Space Flight Center in
Maryland, effective immediately.
She will make history as the first
female center director at Goddard.

lystrup succeeds dave
Mitchell, who has served as God-
dard’s acting center director since
January 2023, and now resumes his
duties as the agency’s chief pro-
gram management officer at naSa
headquarters in washington. 

“Makenzie is a natural leader,
bringing to Goddard a scientist’s
drive for discovery along with a
wealth of industry experience and
knowledge. as center director, she

will lead a world-renowned team
of scientists, engineers, and tech-
nologists focused on Earth and
space science. under her leader-
ship, the Goddard workforce will
continue to inspire, innovate, and
explore the unknown for the ben-
efit of all,” said nelson. “I’d also
like to thank dave Mitchell for
serving as acting center director
since January and ensuring a
seamless transition. we look for-
ward to dave resuming his role
at headquarters.”

Goddard Space Flight Center
is one of naSa’s largest field cen-
ters. Its sites include the primary
campus in Greenbelt, Maryland,
as well as wallops Flight Facility

in virginia, the Katherine Johnson
Independent verification & vali-
dation Facility in west
virginia, the Goddard Institute for
Space Studies in new york, the
white Sands Complex in new
Mexico, and the Columbia Scien-
tific Balloon Facility in texas.
Goddard is responsible for the
oversight and execution of a $4
billion portfolio and is home to
the nation’s largest concentration
of scientists, engineers and tech-
nologists dedicated to Earth and
space science. Its workforce con-
sists of more than 10,000 employ-
ees, both civil servants and con-
tractors. 

“Goddard is an incredible cen-
ter and true national asset with the
best and brightest minds in sci-
ence and engineering—I’m hum-
bled and honored to lead such an

amazing and diverse world-
renowned team,” said lystrup.
“to build upon our legacy, I’m
keenly focused on growing the
next generation of innovators

along with ensuring our team has
the resources and tools to advance
technologies and make new dis-
coveries that boost the space econ-
omy and benefit us all.” 

Prior to joining naSa, lystrup
was vice president and general
manager of civil space at Ball
aerospace, where she was respon-
sible for the company’s portfolio
of civil space systems that span
across all science fields, opera-
tional weather and Earth observa-
tion, as well as advanced technolo-
gies development objectives. In
this role, she led Ball’s contribu-
tions to several missions, such as
naSa’s James webb Space tele-
scope, Imaging X-ray Polarimetry
Explorer (IXPE), landsat 9, and
the Roman Space telescope. 

lystrup has also served as sen-
ior director for Ball’s Civil Space
advanced Systems and Business
development, where she man-
aged new business activities for
naSa, nOaa, and other civilian
u.S. government agencies as well
as for academia and other science
organizations.

For more information on
lystrup, see her biography online:

https://go.nasa.gov/43cqOgn

“It is your spark, your creativity, and your de-
termination that will drive the future.  And with
that then, African ideas and innovations will shape
the future of the world.  And so we must invest in
the African ingenuity and creativity, which will
unlock incredible economic growth and opportu-
nities, not only for the people of the 54 countries
that make up this diverse continent, but for the
American people and people around the world.”

—vice President Kamala harris, 
address to Ghanian youth

africa is home to more than 1.4 billion people,
whose median age is 19.

By 2050, one in four people on Earth will be
on the continent.  Peace and stability in africa are
vital to peace and stability in the rest of the world.

that’s why I was honored to serve among the
delegation that traveled to Ghana as part of vice
President harris’ historic trip to promote democ-
racy and economic prosperity.

It was a far different Ghana than I experienced
in 1980, when as a college student I accompanied

my father, Ernest “dutch” Morial—then Mayor
of new Orleans—on a trade mission.  Since the
presidency of the great pan-african leader Kwame
nkrumah, Ghana had been ruled by series of al-
ternating military and civilian governments, beset
by economic instabilities.

Ghana now is one of the continent's most stable
democracies, and the united States’ most impor-
tant partner on a range of issues in west africa,
including conflict prevention, inclusive economic
growth, and climate resilience.

the trip was both a source of great pride and
great opportunity for vice President harris and
for the united States, as we engaged with young
creatives, tech entrepreneurs, and other young peo-
ple to highlight the dynamism on the continent
and how african innovations have benefitted the
entire world. 

as the first Black vice President, she represents
an authentic cultural link with africa. that link
was reflected in the warm reception she received,
with Ghana’s President nana akufo-addo wel-
coming her “home,” and addressing her as “abena,
the akan name for all tuesday born females.”

the visit to Cape Coast Castle, Ghana’s former

slave-trading post, was deeply personal to the vice
President.

“the horror of what happened here must always
be remembered,” she said.  It cannot be denied.  It
must be taught.  history must be learned."

the trip was a great opportunity for me, as
well, as I was able to meet privately with President
nana akufo-addo to discuss the national urban
league’s potential role in promoting inclusive eco-
nomic empowerment in Ghana.

I also was deeply moved to visit the gravesite
and memorial to the great civil rights pioneer
w.E.B. du Bois, who spent his final years in
Ghana, and Black Star Square - also known as In-
dependence Square or liberation Square – built
to celebrate Ghana’s independence from British
colonial rule.

I was inspired and exhilarated by the energy
and spirit of the industrious, hardworking, and for-
ward-thinking Ghanian people. african ideas and
innovations will shape the future of world, and I
am grateful and to have been part of such a historic
moment.  

—April 6, 2023
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this special holy season this year, as many people
are observing Ramadan, Passover, and Easter during
the same week, is also fifty-five years to the week
after dr. Martin luther King, Jr.’s assassination. It is
as useful as ever right now to return to his last Sunday
sermon, delivered at the national Cathedral in wash-
ington, d.C., on March 31, 1968. dr. King said its
title, “Remaining awake through a Great Revolu-
tion,” was based on the old story of Rip van winkle,
who fell asleep for twenty years and slept right
through the american Revolution—and he warned
us that during upheaval in our own times we must
not do the same.

as dr. King spoke about the freedom revolution

he saw happening around the world and the urgent
need for america to finally end racial injustice, he
addressed “the myth of time.” this was the idea that
only the passage of time would ultimately solve this,
and Black people and their allies simply needed to be
patient. dr. King said there is an answer to this myth:
“It is that time is neutral. It can be used whether con-
structively or destructively. and I am sorry to say
this morning that I am absolutely convinced that the
forces of ill will in our nation, the extreme rightists
of our nation—the people on the wrong side—have
used time much more effectively than the forces of
goodwill.”

he continued: “It may well be that we will have
to repent in this generation, not merely for the vitriolic
words and the violent actions of the bad people, but
for the appalling silence and indifference of the good
people who sit around and say, ‘wait on time.’ Some-

where we must come to see that human progress
never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability. It comes
through the tireless efforts and the persistent work of
dedicated individuals who are willing to be co-work-
ers with God. and without this hard work, time itself
becomes an ally of the primitive forces of social stag-
nation. So we must help time and realize that the time
is always ripe to do right.”

a few minutes later dr. King shared the parable
of the rich man dives, who went to hell, and the poor,
sick man lazarus, who laid outside dives’ gate hoping
for crumbs from his table. dr. King said dives didn’t
go to hell because he was rich, but instead of realizing
that his wealth was his opportunity to bridge the gulf
between them, dives walked by lazarus every day
and never really saw him: “he went to hell because
he allowed his brother to become invisible … and
this can happen to america, the richest nation in the
world.”

Calling for the Poor People’s Campaign that
would soon come to washington, dr. King added:
“this is america’s opportunity to help bridge the
gulf between the haves and the have-nots. the ques-
tion is whether america will do it. there is nothing
new about poverty. what is new is that we now have
the techniques and the resources to get rid of poverty.
the real question is whether we have the will … ul-

timately a great nation is a compassionate nation.
america has not met its obligations and its responsi-
bilities to the poor. One day we will have to stand
before the God of history and we will talk in terms
of things we’ve done. yes, we will be able to say we
built gargantuan bridges to span the seas, we built
gigantic buildings to kiss the skies. yes, we made
our submarines to penetrate oceanic depths. we
brought into being many other things with our sci-
entific and technological power. It seems that I can
hear the God of history saying, ‘that was not enough!
But I was hungry, and ye fed me not. I was naked,
and ye clothed me not. I was devoid of a decent san-
itary house to live in, and ye provided no shelter for
me. and consequently, you cannot enter the kingdom
of greatness. If ye do it unto the least of these, my
brethren, ye do it unto me.’ that’s the question facing
america today.”

dr. King did not live to see how our nation would
answer the question. On the day he was assassinated
he called his mother to tell her the title for his next
Sunday sermon: “why america May Go to hell.”
Fifty-five years later, we are still waiting. But the
time is still ripe to choose the right answer. this holy
season of renewal is also a ripe time for all of us to
recommit to being the tireless, persistent, dedicated
co-workers with God who will help.—April 7, 2023

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League
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NASA Administrator Bill Nelson, left, swears in Dr. Makenzie
Lystrup as director of Goddard Space Flight Center, as NASA
Deputy Administrator Pam Melroy looks on Thursday, April 6,
2023, at the Mary W. Jackson NASA Headquarters building in
Washington.
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landOvER, Md. (april 4, 2023)—
On thursday, March 30, 2023, the
Prince George’s County association of
REaltORS® (PGCaR) recognized
it’s “top Producer” REaltOR®
members for their 2022 sales produc-
tion. the winners were honored at a
gala event held at Martins Crosswinds
in Greenbelt Maryland.

the 2023 awards Showcase is the
association’s premier recognition of
outstanding agent performance for the
calendar year 2022. the event was pre-
ceded by red carpet interviews of at-
tendees which aired on Facebook live
- https://fb.watch/jIadR23xuI/

approximately 200 County REal-
tORS® received awards recognizing
their “personal best” in sales produc-
tion.  

taking home the top prize of the
evening, First Place Platinum Individ-
ual General Brokerage, was hazel
Shakur of REdFIn, with $66.4 million
in sales activity. Placing first in the
Platinum team Competition was the
Franklin-anderson Group of long and
Foster Real Estate with $ 41 million in
team sales production.

Jaye Johnson of Compass was
named 2022 ROOKIE OF thE yEaR
for highest number of transactions at
six. terika Mcduffey of Keller

williams Preferred Properties was
named the 2022 ROOKIE OF thE
yEaR for highest Sales volume at
$1.9 million.

the 2022 REaltOR OF thE
yEaR title was awarded to Melanie
Gamble, of 212 degrees Realty, llC,
for her significant business-accom-
plishments, faithfulness to the REal-
tOR® Code of Ethics, leadership,
civic and community involvement, as
well as local, state and national asso-
ciation activity.

In recognition of her dedicated
long-standing service and tireless ded-
ication to PGCaR and the real estate
industry, REaltOR® Shameeka Price
with Capital Structures Real Estate
llC, was awarded the prestigious
2022 distinguished Service award.

the distinguished Sales associate

of the year went to Christian Jackson
with Keller williams Preferred Prop-
erties for his unselfish professional
knowledge, business accomplish-
ments, and for his contribution to PG-
CaR, the Maryland REaltORS and
the national association of REal-
tORS.

Ryan Paquin with First home Mort-
gage was named affiliate of the year
in recognition of his many contribu-
tions to PGCaR in 2022.  

Billy Okoye, Matene Okoye,
Rahkiya Reid, and arlanica williams
were recognized for their First time
Sterling “R”, $1,000 RPaC contribu-
tions. association treasurer, Carlos
lancaster, of Exit Right Realty was
entered into PGCaR’s RPaC hall of
Fame for his accumulative $7500 in
RPaC giving over the years.

host of the event, leisel taylor,
Chairwoman of the awards Committee
was excited. “Even with 2022 being a
challenging year, REaltORS perse-
vered, happily served their clients, and
achieved their goals. I applaud them
all”, said taylor. 

thank you to our numerous spon-
sors who helped make the evening a
resounding success.

Top Winners Included:
Individual General Brokerage—
Platinum (Over $12 million):

#1. hazel Shakur - $66.4 Million

#2. wemmy Collins - $35.8 Million
#3. nwabueze EZ Okwodu - $29.2

Million

Team General Brokerage—
Platinum (Over $15 million):

#1. the Franklin-anderson Group
- $41 Million

#2. the daPO Group - $27 Million   
#3. Synergy Properties Group -

$23.7 Million

Individual Commercial
#1. arlancia williams - $8.1 Mil-

lion
#2. damian howard - $3.8 Million
to view photos of the “top Produc-

ers” from the awards Gala visit:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/4hn38

0ztdwp7iygpxazmh/h?dl=0&rlkey=d8
yx77ag3g53rjqirm2jxzgwh

PGCaR is the voice for REALTORS®
in Prince George’s County, Maryland.
Representing more than 3,500 real es-
tate professionals in the national capital
area, PGCAR is an affiliate of the Mary-
land and National Association of RE-
ALTORS®. We are proud to serve our
members and our community, and work
to ensure professionalism in the indus-
try. Our volunteers and staff work to of-
fer services to real estate professionals
and to provide avenues for our members
to become more successful. We proudly
work to promote and protect homeown-
ership and private property rights.
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PhOtO COuRtESy PGCaR

Winner Hazel Shakur, Individual General Brokerage—Platinum (Over $12
million)

By anIyah waShInGtOn
PGCAR

BUSINESS AND FINANCE

REALTORS® Recognize Excellence in
Sales Production

laRGO, Md. (april 5, 2023)—Prince George’s
County Economic development Corporation
(PGCEdC) announces the launch of the 2023 sea-
son of Creando Exitos or “Creating Success” on
April 13, 2023. now entering its fifth season of
production, the Spanish language Creando Exitos
is an informational program for the latino Busi-
ness Community designed to promote the services
offered by PGCEdC and highlight other business
resources available in Prince George's County to
support and grow their companies.

“we are excited to return with a new season of
Creando Exitos to our emerging latino business
community of Prince George’s County,” said
david Iannucci, President & CEO of Prince
George's County Economic development Corpo-
ration. “the program provides a platform for
latino businesses to learn more about the County’s
Economic development Incentive Fund, FSC First,
department of Permitting, Inspection and Enforce-

ment (dPIE), banking services, and other programs
to help them create success and showcase why
Expansion Starts here.”

nearly 20 percent of Prince George’s population
is hispanic, and the county has the second-largest
number of hispanic-owned businesses in Mary-
land, according to u.S. Census data.

“we are excited to bring a new season of Cre-
ando Exitos where we interview successful latino
entrepreneurs who have found opportunity and
create a business right here in Prince George’s
County,” said host Rocio treminio-lopez, latino
Business liaison of PGCEdC.  

the program will air weekly on thursdays on
the PGCEdC youtube channel with topics for the
Spanish language community that include:
• Financing/access to Capital 
• Properties/Permits
• Business registration 
• Purple line Project 
• tax Incentives 
• work Services

the first episode will feature Karla Bermudez,
assistant vice President of M&t Bank. Bermudez
along with Rocio treminio-lopez manage the
latino Business accelerator Program. the seven-
week latino Business accelerator Program, a part-
nership between M&t and PGCEdC, will focus
on business planning, establishing credit, managing
bank accounts, marketing, branding and licensing.

Sessions will be led by representatives of M&t
and PGCEdC and held entirely in Spanish—the
first such program M&t has offered in a language
other than English.

additional Creando Exitos guests include Jes-
sica Rios, Board member of the newly created
hispanic Chamber of Commerce Prince George's
County promoting the sustainability of hispanic
commercial activity in Prince George’s County
and many more.

view previous seasons here:
https://youtube.com/@pgcedc

Creando Exitos is an informational program for the
Latino business community promoting the services
offered by PGCEDC while informing about avail-
able business resources in Prince George's County,
MD. This is a platform for the Latino businesses to
learn more about the EDI Fund, FSC First, DPIE,
and more.
Prince George’s County Economic development
Corporation’s mission is to cultivate and promote a
strong local economy that supports the growth and
prosperity of entrepreneurs and businesses, dedi-
cated to strengthening communities through busi-
ness development and job creation. For more in-
formation about the services the Economic
Development Corporation provides to local com-
panies, visit www.pgcedc.com. Join the conversa-
tion: #CreandoExitos

By PRESS OFFICER
PGCEDC

Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation
Launches Creando Exitos’ 2023 Season on April 13
New 8-episode season provides informational programming geared toward the Latino Business Community returns

IMaGE COuRtESy PGCEdC

CITY OF HYATTSVILLE NOTICE OF A PROPOSED 
REAL PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

the City Council of the City of hyattsville, Maryland proposes to increase real
property taxes.
1. For the tax year beginning July 1, 2023, the estimated real property assessable base

will increase by 4.9%, from $2,593,256,479 to $2,719,789,984.
2. If the City of hyattsville maintains the current tax rate of $0.63 per $100 of assess-

ment, real property tax revenues will increase by 4.9% resulting in $797,161 of new
real property tax revenues.

3. In order to fully offset the effect of increasing assessments, the real property tax rate
should be reduced to $0.6007, the constant yield tax rate.

4. the City is considering not reducing its real property tax rate enough to fully offset
increasing assessments. the City proposes to adopt a real property tax rate of $0.63
per $100 of assessment.  this tax rate is 4.9% higher than the constant yield tax rate
and will generate $797,161 in additional property tax revenues.
a public hearing on the proposed real property tax rate increase will be held at 6:30

p.m., on May 1, 2023. the meeting will be held remotely via video teleconference.
Register in advance for this webinar:

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/wn__IutFERfq8yKtZflJjvtfw. Meet-
ing log in details including a phone number for audio only access will be provided
upon registration. the meeting will also be broadcast on the City’s cable television
channel (Comcast 71, verizon 12).

the hearing is open to the public, and public testimony is encouraged.
Participants who join the video/audio conference will be enabled to speak by the meet-
ing chair. Speakers will be allowed to address the Council for two (2) minutes. Public
Comment may also be made using the e-comment feature at hyattsville.org/meetings
or emailing cityclerk@hyattsville.org. all electronic comments must be submitted by
5:00 p.m. on May 1, 2023. Comments received will be read by City staff during the
public comment portion of the meeting.

Persons with questions regarding this hearing may call 301-985-5009 for further
information.

the Prince George’s County Council, during
session on tuesday, april 4, 2023, adopted CR-
018-2023, legislation proposed by Council
Member Krystal Oriadha (district 7), creating
a Guaranteed Basic Income Pilot Program tai-
lored to the needs and resources in the County
in conjunction with aid from the Greater wash-
ington Community Foundation. the Basic In-
come Pilot Program will be modeled after the
Stockton Economic Empowerment demonstra-
tion (SEEd) program in Stockton, California.

under the measure, low-income families
would be given direct cash assistance to support
their basic needs, such as food and utilities,
without strings attached or repayment require-
ments. Residents selected to participate in the
program will receive monthly cash stipends for
24 months to ensure the financial security of
families, reduce debt, and increase financial eq-
uity.

Council Member Oriadha says the Guaran-
teed Basic Income Pilot Program will help ad-

dress generational poverty, build economic sta-
bility, and broaden the scope of public safety
services for residents.

“quite simply, there are vulnerable popula-
tions within Prince George’s County who will
benefit from this type of support, and the Peo-
ple’s Council is committed to providing them
with resources to ease their economic instability.
this is something being done in many jurisdic-
tions around the country, including our neigh-
boring jurisdictions, and I believe it will be ben-
eficial for us in many ways. I also hope that our
support of this measure provides a segue for
policy change at the federal level.”

a committee comprised of Prince George’s
County Council Members, and representatives
from the County’s department of Social Serv-
ices, the Guaranteed Basic Income Coalition of
Prince George’s County and the Greater wash-
ington Community Foundation, will create and
manage the Guaranteed Basic Income Pilot Pro-
gram and provide the County Council with an-
nual reports on the program’s progress.

CR-018-2023 became effective tuesday,
april 4, 2023. 

By anGEla ROuSOn
Prince George’s County Council Media

County Council Adopts Legislation
Creating Guaranteed Basic Income
Pilot Program
Measure to Help Fight Poverty and Increase Equity in Prince George’s County

Proudly Serving Prince George’s County Since 1932
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 d’arcy Road
upper Marlboro, Md 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

wORd OF GOd
COMMunIty

ChuRCh
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road Bladensburg, Md 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
Christ Is lord and King

Stephen l. wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 lakeland Road
College Park, Md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend Church directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published in
our directory.

%
Call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road landover, Md
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday Biblical Institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

Saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘wOndERFul wEdnESdayS
wIth JESuS’: 

12 noon (the Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 Oxon hill Road

Oxon hill, Maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(adults & Children) - 9:30 a.M.
worship Service - 11:00 a.M.
wed. Prayer Service & Bible

Study - 7:00 P.M.
Office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FhBC@verizon.net
Pastor:  Rev. waymond B. duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill Road, landover, Md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Morning worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful thursdays 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old Marlboro Pike,
upper Marlboro, Md

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (Children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Reverend Twanda E. King, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

let the Multimedia Specialists of
MddC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. Call tO-
day at 855-721-MddC, Ext. 4 and
start seeing results nOw!

Increase the digital presence of your
business! Contact MddC ad Serv-
ices to receive a FREE digital Foot-
print Consultation for your business
from a tOP PERFORMInG adver-
tising agency! Call 855-721-MddC,
Ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com. 

dEntal InSuRanCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insurance -
nOt just a discount plan. do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE
dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-337-5228 www.den-
tal50plus.com/MddC#6258

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on vet Bills?
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help!
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a free
quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS SERVICES

HEALTH / MEDICAL

BEautIFul Bath uPdatES in
as little as OnE day! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
aFFORdaBlE PRICES!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Call now! 877-738-0991.

Prepare for power outages today
with a GEnERaC home standby
generator. $0 Money down + low
Monthly Payment Options. Request
a FREE quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

dISh network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 visa
Gift Card. FREE voice Remote.
FREE hd dvR. FREE Streaming
on all devices. Call today! 1-855-
407-6870

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on vet
Bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company has pet coverage that can
help! Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a
free quote or visit insurebark-
meow.com/mddc

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS—FOR SALE

PET SUPPLIES

PET SUPPLIES SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

ing your customer base. Call today
at 855-721-MddC, Ext. 4 and start
seeing results nOw.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! COnnECt with
the Multimedia Specialists of
MddC ad Services. Expand your
brand's reach in our Bulk advertis-
ing network - Call tOday! with
one call, one placement, one bill,
you'll reach over 1,000,000 readers
in the entire Mid-atlantic region.
Call 855-721-MddC, Ext. 4 or
email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

dOnatE yOuR CaR/tRuCK/Rv
- lutheran Mission Society of Md
Compassion Place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. tax deductible. Mva li-
censed #w1044. 410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

VEHICLES WANTED

are you a pet owner? do you want
to get up to 100% back on vet Bills?
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help!
Call 1-888-928-1656 to get a free
quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc

FREE high-speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program
for recipients of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SnaP, housing as-
sistance, wIC, veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, lifeline, tribal.
15 GB internet service. Bonus of-
fer: android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Maxsip telecom to-
day! 1-888-592-5957

let the Multimedia Specialists of
MddC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

Mae Mack
Kathryn ann “Mae” (henderson) Mack, 73, of york Springs, Pa.,

a Crossland ’68 grad, died March 23.  She grew up in Oxon hill and
attended Frostburg State College.  She formerly was a member of St.
John the Evangelist, in Clinton, where she taught CCd (catechism).  as
the army wife of Kenneth Mack, she moved 22 times.  

Survivors include her husband, three children and four grandkids.
Services were private; burial will be at Resurrection.

Mike McManus
Michael John McManus, 61, who grew up on Clayton lane in

Skyline, died May 20, 2022.  he lived in wilson, n.C.  years ago, he
attended St. Philip’s School and was a good friend of my kids.

he was predeceased by his parents, lt. Col. Edward and Rosemarie
McManus and his beloved son, hunter Michael McManus.  Survivors
include his daughter and son-in-law tessa Rose and travis newcombe
and his brothers Ed and Bruce McManus.  a Memorial Service was
held, and a Memorial tree planted for him.

Milestones
happy Birthday to Edna ducote, april 16; Eloise Carnes, Ruby

Cunningham and veronica Frostbutter, april 17; Cameron trexler,
april 19; devaughn Branham, april 20; Jill Gilmartin Booth and
tiffany Jackson, april 21; and taylor Foster, april 22.  

happy anniversary to Jim and Pat Conlon, their 49th on april 20;
John and Ruth anthony, Jr., their 45th on april 22; lewis and trisha
(Pitts) woods, their 34th on april 22; Edward and Jane (Martin) talbert,
their 74th (!) on april 16; and larry and Jody (Bowman) nyers who
were wed april 18, 1980.

Happy Income Tax Day 2023

Morningside from A2

deputy Commanding General of Reserve affairs for the u.S. army
war College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Brig. Gen. Birckhead was appointed as the Governor’s lead for
the statewide COvId-19 Maryland Equity task Force. She was
able to pivot effectively at the onset of the COvId-19 pandemic to
bring a force of more than 1,500 soldiers on duty in the early days
of COvId. In the second phase of COvId-19, she developed and
integrated a planning team with the Maryland department of health
for vaccine distribution. her leadership enabled the MdaRnG to
establish Mobile vaccination Support teams (MvSt), delivering
nearly 5,000 shots per week within the first two weeks of January
2021. Brigadier General Birckhead’s leadership helped underserved
communities throughout Maryland gain access to the COvId-19
vaccine. her leadership of MdaRnG also established more than
11 mass vaccination sites. her work on the Maryland Equity task
Force was the subject of an article in the new England Journal of
Medicine.

In addition, Brig. Gen. Birckhead oversaw the successful de-
ployment of the 58th Expeditionary Military Intelligence Brigade
to afghanistan, ensuring her soldiers passed the most rigorous train-
ing standards.

Brig. Gen. Birckhead earned a B.a. in Political Science (Summa
cum laude) from hampton university on an army ROtC scholar-
ship. She holds two master’s degrees—Masters of General admin-
istration from the university of Maryland university College and a
Masters in Strategic Studies from the u.S. army war College. 

General from A3

ADVERTISE HERE
Call 301-627-0900 Today!


