
cliNToN, Md. (Feb. 25, 2021)—Medstar
Georgetown cancer institute at Medstar
southern Maryland hospital center has re-
cently launched a new lung cancer screening
program. The program aims to reduce lung
cancer deaths by screening high-risk patients
before they exhibit any symptoms. The 2011
National lung screening Trial (NlsT) con-
cluded that early detection of lung cancer by
low-dose cT scans can cut the lung cancer
death rate by 20 percent. The hope is that peo-
ple with lung cancer can have their disease
caught while it’s still at an early stage, when
there are more treatment options available and
cure rates are better.

“lung cancer is the most common cause
of cancer mortality in both men and women,
and most long-term lung cancer survivors are
individuals who were diagnosed when the can-
cer was at an early stage,” said stephen “eric”
Rubenstein, Md, medical director of Medstar
Georgetown cancer institute at Medstar
southern Maryland hospital center. “our new
lung cancer screening program will help iden-
tify people while their cancer is at an earlier
stage, increasing the possibility that their can-
cer will be treatable.”

physicians will refer patients to the program
who fit the high-risk profile for lung cancer:
people between the ages of 55 and 80 who
are current smokers or have quit within the

last 15 years. in addition to fulfilling those
criteria, patients must have had a 30 pack-
year smoking history—equivalent to a pack a
day for 30 years, or two packs a day for 15
years.

“one out of 100 people who fit these crite-
ria and get screened will have lung cancer,
and one in 300 will avoid dying from lung
cancer,” said sheil shah, do, diagnostic ra-
diologist who will be leading the screening
program at Medstar Georgetown cancer in-
stitute at Medstar southern Maryland hospital
center. “identifying it in the early stages,
where it could potentially have a cure, is the
program’s goal.”

screenings will take place at Medstar
southern Maryland hospital center using so-
phisticated low-dose cT technology that uses
much less radiation than a traditional cT scan
does. A diagnostic radiologist will review the
scan and provide a report of findings, along
with recommendations for follow-up care or
future screening. if the radiologist identifies a
suspicious area on the scan, the patient may
be referred to Medstar Georgetown cancer
institute at Medstar southern Maryland hos-
pital center for additional scans or biopsies.
The cancer center, opened in late 2019, com-
bines unmatched medical expertise, leading-
edge therapies, and robust clinical research,
all under one roof.

“The test was easy. i had no discomfort,”
said Temple hills resident orville Fogle, 65,
who was the lung cancer screening program’s

first participant. “i’ve had a couple of scans
in the past, but Medstar southern Maryland
was the first hospital that actually gave me a
clear diagnosis about what was going on with
my lung, which was scar tissue.” Mr. Fogle is
now in the process of quitting smoking and is
pursuing follow-up care for the scar tissue in
his lung.

Nationally, approximately 60 percent of
low-dose cT scans uncover lung nodules and
incidental findings that require additional care.
patients who are found to have other, non-
cancerous disease in their lungs or nearby or-
gans will benefit from the coordinated, multi-
disciplinary expertise – from pulmonology to
cardiothoracic surgery – available throughout
Medstar health. The program will also incor-
porate smoking cessation counseling and fol-
low-up communication with the patient’s pri-
mary care provider.

Medstar Georgetown cancer institute at
Medstar southern Maryland hospital center,
which is fully accredited by the American col-
lege of surgeons commission on cancer, of-
fers 25,000 square feet of treatment space with
a state-of-the-art infusion center, women’s im-
aging suite, and robust radiation therapy ca-
pabilities that include Zap-X®, the first ra-
diosurgery system of its kind on the east
coast, and halcyon™, a new kind of radio-
therapy offering faster, more accurate treat-
ment.

For more information about our program,
please call 301-877-5588.

A bill essentially legalizing recreational use
of cannabis in Maryland would be an impor-
tant step toward addressing social equity and
racial injustices, advocates said. 

“This is the year we are talking about eq-
uity,” del. Jazz lewis, d-prince George’s,
sponsor of the bill, said at a wednesday [Feb.
24] house Judiciary committee hearing cap-
ital News service viewed. “And now is the
time that we pass this bill.”

hB32 would legalize, tax, and regulate
marijuana, referred to as cannabis in the bill,
for adults 21 and older and also allow for ex-
pungement and release for individuals previ-
ously arrested or incarcerated. 

lewis argued at the hearing that the bill
would take the production of cannabis off of
the streets to ensure safer products, while si-
multaneously creating jobs, helping small busi-
nesses, and bringing in potentially hundreds

of millions of dollars in annual tax revenue. 
General fund and special fund revenues in

Maryland would be expected to increase sig-
nificantly in future fiscal years due to taxes,
licensing fees, and civil penalty fines, accord-
ing to a fiscal analysis. exact dollar amounts,
and the market for recreational cannabis, are
unpredictable, according to the analysis. 

legalizing cannabis would increase the
state’s expenditures significantly in the first
year to establish regulatory and tax frame-
works, as well as the cost of implementing
the bill’s social equity provisions.

The Alcohol and Tobacco commission
alone would have to increase their spending
by at least $1.9 million in fiscal year 2022,
which includes the costs of hiring more staff,
consulting services, and overall operating ex-
penses.

if passed, people 21 and over would be
able to, “possess, consume, grow, use, process,
manufacture, purchase, or transport up to the
personal use amount of cannabis.”

The “personal use amount” is defined in
the bill as up to two ounces of cannabis, 15
grams of concentrated cannabis, cannabis
products containing up to 1,500 milligrams of
Thc, or up to six cannabis plants.

having more than the personal use amount
could result in a civil offense for individuals
with a maximum penalty of 16 hours of com-
munity service or a $250 fine.

underage individuals could face a $100
fine or 6 hours of community service if caught
with cannabis for a first offense.

The bill originated from an informal sum-
mer work group composed of legislators from
the Black caucus who worked to create legis-
lation to address racial injustices, according
to lewis.

lewis also testified that there are three
components that address social equity within
his bill, including criminal justice reform, rein-
vestment in disadvantaged communities, and
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NATioNAl hARBoR, Md.
(Feb. 25, 2021)—National
harbor has become known for
its spring display of hundreds
of cherry trees lining the wa-
terfront. The trees bloom each
year in March and are some
of the earliest blooms in the
d.c. region.

To celebrate the spectacu-
lar display, National harbor is
hosting a cherry Blossom
celebration beginning March
20 through April 11. The water
taxi, opening just in time, is a

great way to view the blos-
soms from the water.

“we are delighted to have
become a cherry blossom
viewing destination,” said
Jackie saunders AVp Market-
ing at National harbor.  “Be-
cause our trees bloom early,
we can provide visitors with a
longer opportunity to view
cherry blossoms in the wash-
ington, d.c. region.”

National harbor’s more
than 200 trees are okame
cherry trees—recognizable by
their masses of striking pink
flowers. They are more toler-
ant to cold than most other

types of cherry trees and are
early bloomers with flowers
lasting up to three weeks.
They also grow about two feet
a year and are very desirable
for areas that want quick,
hardy, spectacular color. in a
region that is known for its
cherry blossom displays and
celebrations, the trees at Na-
tional harbor have quickly be-
come a large draw.

while National harbor is
again an official participant of
the National cherry Blossom
Festival, the property has ex-

National Harbor Celebrates
Cherry Blossoms, 
March 20 to April 11

Property has some of the earliest blossoms in D.C. region that create
spectacular waterfront display as backdrop for multiple activities

Maryland Humanities Welcomes
Authors Kimberly Jones and
Gilly Segal for Conversation on
Race and Equity

BAlTiMoRe (Feb. 18,
2021)—Maryland humanities
hosts authors kimberly Jones
and Gilly segal on March 16
from 7 p.m.–8:30 p.m. for “why
it Matters: Reckoning with Race.
equity. Allyship.” The authors
will discuss their best-selling
book, “i’m Not dying with you
Tonight”, inspired by the death
of Baltimorean Freddie Gray.
Jones and segal will touch on

the recent resurgence of our
country’s reckoning with racial
inequity, a video of Jones that
went viral after the death of
George Floyd, and reaching be-
yond platitudes to work together
on issues of common concern.
The conversation will be mod-
erated by christine platt, author
and Managing director of the
Antiracist Research & policy
center at American university.
A Q&A session will follow the

By pRess oFFiceR
National Harbor

By sARAh weissMAN
Maryland Humanities

By cheRyl M. RichARdsoN
MedStar Health 
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Performers at National Harbor Cherry Blossom FestivalSee BLOSSOMS Page A3

By cATheRiNe scoTT
Capital News Service Annapolis Bureau
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• iup students Named to Fall 2020
dean’s list

• local students win inaugural harvard
university debate en espanol
Tournament

• Nation’s premier collegiate honor
society inducts darron Mack into
Membership

Around the County, page A2

Marietta House Museum and the
Prince George’s County Historical
Society Present: Black Craftsmen in
Early 19th Century Annapolis

Annapolis’s great Georgian mansions,
extant furnishings and artworks, and even
the Maryland state capitol building remain
as products of bound laborers’ skill and ex-
pertise. Community, page A3

ChildWatch:
Black History Month: 
Writing the Next Chapter

we now understand the wisdom behind
teaching not just Black children but all chil-
dren Black history, just as we make sure all
of our American stories are being told …

Commentary, page A4

INSIDE

Marijuana Legalization Proposed in Maryland Legislature

See AUTHORS Page A5

MedStar Health Launches Lung Cancer Screening Program
At MedStar Southern Maryland Hospital Center

Six Flags America Prepares to
Open Safely for Longest Season
In Park History
Six Flags America Partners with Capital Area Food
Bank to Feed Families in the DMV

Bowie, Md. (March 2,
2021)—six Flags America,
d.c.’s Thrill capital, will open
for its 22nd season this saturday,
March 6—the earliest opening
and longest season in park his-
tory. The 2021 season will offer
more opportunities than ever for
families to get out and make
memories together in a safe, out-
door environment. Guests can
take on 10 thrilling coasters, two
world-class family sections, and
later this season, the region’s
largest waterpark, hurricane
harbor. six Flags America will
be open every weekend through
Memorial day, and will operate
daily for spring Break, March
31 to April 5.

“The thrills are calling and
six Flags America is ready to
safely welcome families and
friends of all ages,” said park
president Richard pretlow. “in
honor of our longest season,
guests can get out and enjoy
spring earlier than ever, plus
give back to our community
with numerous opportunities to
donate meals to families
throughout the dMV.” 

six Flags America invites
guests to Get out & Give Back
as it partners with the capital
Area Food Bank to kick off the
new season by collecting non-
perishable food items and do-
nations for families in dc,
Maryland and Virginia. Guests
who bring at least six items will
receive discounted admission to
six Flags America during week-

ends in March. when guests
purchase a Get out & Give
Back online ticket, $1 will be
donated to the food bank and
can help provide two meals for
each ticket sold. Guests may
also donate by rounding up their
transactions throughout the park
and additional limited-time of-
fers will also benefit the food
bank. For a full list of ways to
participate, recommended dona-
tion items, and to make 
reservations, please visit 
the event page at
www.sixFlags.com/America.

health & safety protocols –
six Flags worked in partnership
with its epidemiologist consult-
ants to create a safe experience
that meets or exceeds federal,
state, and local guidelines. park
attendance will be carefully mon-
itored and all Members, season
pass holders, and guests with
single-day tickets will be re-
quired to make a reservation to
visit six Flags America. in addi-
tion:

All team members and all
guests 2 years and up are re-
quired to wear masks covering
the nose and mouth while in the
park;

props, rides, restraints,
handrails, and dining and rest-
room facilities are cleaned and
sanitized regularly; and

Multiple alcohol-based hand
sanitizer stations are located
throughout the park for guest and
team member usage.

For more information on six
Flags’ comprehensive safety
guidelines, visit
www.sixFlags.com/America.

By Joseph pudlick
Six Flags America



COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
“please join us in congratulating long time district 9 residence

the cross family for being inducted into the Maryland’s Agriculture
hall of Fame.  The cross family are leaders and pioneers in the
farming and agricultural industry in prince George’s county and
the state of Maryland.  As proud owners of R & d cross in Brandy-
wine, the cross family has farmed in Maryland for over 100 years.
The cross family is the 53rd inductee in the Governor’s Agriculture
hall of Fame.  we congratulate the cross family on receiving this
great honor”.  https://news.maryland.gov/mda/press-release2020.

ALUMNI PROUD
Bowie state university Alumni proud:  Tim Adams is the first

African American to be elected Mayor in the 138-year history of
the city of Bowie, located in Maryland.  www.city of Bowie.org.

Bowie state university Alumni proud:  dr. Aaron Bolds’ 12
physical Medicine/Rehab. New york, Ny Resident physician at
Mount sinai hospital and Frontline physician treating coVid-19
patients in New york city.  webmaster@bowiestate.edu.

Bulldog history makers on the frontline creating opportunities
and opening doors.  Bowie state university Alumnus Troy weaver
becomes NBA’s eight Black General Manager for the detroit pis-
tons.  webmaster@bowiestate.edu. 

OFFICE OF ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT
office of Alumni engagement “live at 5” Facebook chat,

wednesday February 17, 2021 was with Tariq Toure” (11).  Author,
lecturer, performer and NAAcp image Award Nominee.  The au-
thor of “Black seeds,” the winner of the Best poetry Book of Bal-
timore by city paper Magazine was a Virtual Alumni house dis-
cussing his experiences at B.s.u., and why this NAAcp image
Award nominee feels writing is so essential in authentic storytelling.
office of Alumni engagement.  

STILL RISING
Bulldog legacy started way before we were born and continues

today with our current leader Mr. darren M. swain, BsuNAA
president.  James G. Brown, first Alumni Association president
(1939-1942) and state Teachers college Faculty Member. Annette
wedderburne Bulldog Nation.

# PGCPS PROUD:  IN THE SPOTLIGHT
oxon hill hs and Thomas Johnson Middle school earn stem

seal of excellence.  oxon hill high school and Thomas Johnson
Middle school have been recognized by the international Tech-
nology and engineering educators Association as stem schools
of excellence for providing robust and integrative stem experiences
for students.  engage pGcps, A Newsletter for pGcps Families.

chesapeake Math & iT(cMiT) Academy North high school
senior logan Marshall Jackson has been named a candidate in the

2021 u.s. presidential scholars program.  candidates are selected
on the basis of superior academic and artistic achievements, lead-
ership qualities, strong character and involvement in community
and social activities.  engage pGcps, A Newsletter for pGcps
Families.

CONGRATULATIONS
congratulations to Tampa Bay Buccaneers cornerback Ryan

smith, a dr. henry A. wise Jr. high school graduate, on winning
the 2021 NFl super Bowl.  smith was drafted by the Buccaneers
108th overall in the 2016 NFl draft.  engage pGcps, A Newsletter
for pGcps Families.

OFFERING A FRIENDLY VOICE
AARps Friendly Voice program was set up to break through

the wall of loneliness made more formidable by social distancing.
Those seeking a call reach out to AARp’s program through this
link:  aarp.org/friendly voice.  information from my AARp Maga-
zine.

AMAZON
kiAnna deVille:  Amazon has launched another distribution

center (dMd8) in waldorf, Maryland.  “darrell lewis commis-
sioned us to create a custom cake and 500 cupcakes, and we said
yes.  instead of creating an amazon box again we went a different
route, the Amazon delivery Van.  whew!! if challenges make you
stronger than i must be “Ford tough”.

“our niece, Makayla eugene assisted us on this event and was
privy to a tour of the Amazon warehouse.  To see the behind-the-
scenes logistics on how Amazon works was quite an experience.
prime member for life!  Thankful for another opportunity to work
with such a dynamic organization and to have my family as a solid
support system”.  #kiannaskreations#Amazon#dMd8 

CORRIDOR LENTEN SERVICES
210 corridor lenten services are hosted by Grace united

Methodist church at 7:00 p.m. on March 10, 2021 pastor keith
white, smith chapel uMc, March 17, 2021 pastor cindy Banks,
indian head/shiloh/chicamuxen, March 24, 2021 pastor darryl
Mason, Metropolitan uMc.  

every wednesday there will be a 1:00 p.m. service hosted by
pastor kermit Moore, providence-Fort washington.  This will be
a one-hour service for those persons who are unable to attend.
Zoom Meeting id:  935 1775 1951, Meeting passcode:  001511,
dial in Number 1-301-715-8592. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
happy Birthday to william Farmer, Myrtle Jones, Gloria lanier,

charles lewis, Gregory pinkney, Vanessa pinkney, and wayne
Toombs who are Nottingham united Methodist church members
celebrating birthdays in March.

IUP Students Named to Fall 2020 Dean’s List
iNdiANA, pa. (Feb. 24, 2021)—The following [prince George’s
county] students have been named to the fall 2020 dean’s list at
indiana university of pennsylvania. students achieve dean’s list status
when they are full-time (12 or more credits) with a grade point average
of 3.25 or higher. The full list of fall 2020 dean’s list students is avail-
able at www.iup.edu.

dean’s list students, their hometowns, majors and degrees they
are seeking are: 

Bowie: Grace E. Reavis, B.s. in human Resource Management 
Fort washington: Maya AlyssaMarie Allmond, B.s. in

Biology/pre-medical; Jada Maerie Tucker, B.s. in Fashion Mer-
chandising 

hyattsville: Oyindamola E. Adebayo, B.s. in Biology/pre-medical 
—Michelle Fryling, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Local Students Win Inaugural Harvard
University Debate en Espanol Tournament

Alexa Figoura and Dennis Martinez, graduating seniors at North-
western high school, are the national champions of the harvard uni-
versity debate en espanol Tournament, defeating students from around
the nation to claim the title.

The 2nd seeded team headed into elimination rounds along with
teams from the Boston debate league’s spanish debate program and
students from christopher columbus high school (Miami), they won
consecutive rounds on 2-1 decisions from panels of expert judges
(and native spanish speakers). The partners won the tournament ad-
vocating for the abolition of ice (immigration and customs enforce-
ment) as part of this year’s resolution:

The United States Federal Government should enact substantial
criminal justice reform in the United States in one or more of the fol-
lowing: forensic science, policing, sentencing.

The harvard university National Forensics Tournament is one of
the largest and most prestigious speech and debate competitions in
the world, attracting teams from around the world. Now in its 47th
year, the tournament awards bids to the Tournament of champions,
and features several thousand competitors across various competitive
formats. This year, most debate tournaments are virtual as a result of
the coVid-19 pandemic. debate has thrived online, where students
can connect with one another without the expense of travel to continue
the powerful conversations they would normally have in person. 

Alexa and dennis began debating their sophomore year of high
school with the washington urban debate league (wudl), and won
the JV division at districts that year (2019). They have participated
in the wudl Travel Team for the last two years, participating in re-
gional and national tournaments across the country. Both have won a
number of awards during their debate careers. dennis was a finalist at
the Georgetown university summer debate seminar Tournament this
past year, while Alexa was voted student choice: debater of the year
(2020) by her peers in the wudl as a junior. dennis, a posse scholar,
has accepted a full scholarship to attend lewis and clark college to
study political science, while Alexa, seeking to study journalism, is
waiting to hear back from a number of schools including Northwestern
university and American university here in d.c. 

Alexa and dennis are participants in the washington urban debate
league (wudl), a local d.c. area non-profit that supports debate
programs in area public schools, especially at Title 1 schools. despite
the pandemic, the wudl has grown (the only urban debate league
in the nation to do so), serving more than 400 students through its af-
ter-school programs, and thousands more through curricular partner-
ships with d.c. public schools. The wudl Travel Team supports
gifted debaters participation in regional and national tournaments
across the country. during the pandemic, these tournaments have con-
tinued virtually. 

—Sierra Wood, Washington Urban Debate League

Nation’s Premier Collegiate Honor Society
Inducts Darron Mack Into Membership

Darron Mack of upper Marlboro, Md has accepted an invitation of
lifetime membership in The National society of collegiate scholars
(Nscs), the nation’s leading certified honor society for high-achieving
first- and second-year college students with a minimum of a 3.0 GpA.

Nscs is an honors organization that invites less than ten percent of
all eligible students nationwide to join the ranks of its diverse membership
each year. A leading interdisciplinary academic honor society, Nscs is
made up of scholars from two-year, four-year and online institutions.

“Nscs is more than just a symbol of academic achievement; it is a
distinction of honor,” said scott Mobley, Nscs executive director. “our
scholars are some of the best of the best who have shown an unwavering
commitment to academic excellence early in their collegiate journey.
These dynamic individuals embody the Nscs pillars of scholarship,
leadership, and service, and many go on to become active contributors
within their respective fields.”

Founded in 1994 by veteran student affairs professional stephen
loflin, Nscs continues to remain true to its promise of recognizing, el-
evating, and connecting high-achievers. with a portfolio of exclusive
benefits that include access to over a million dollars in scholarships,
chapter funds and awards annually, professional development resources,
exclusive tailored content, and leadership and service experiences, Nscs
is poised to support member growth and development throughout their
academic and collegiate journey.

Notable Nscs distinguished honorary members include former pres-
ident Jimmy carter, u.s. Ambassador dr. Robin Renee sanders, the late
senator John Mccain, and former u.s. secretary of health and human
services donna shalala.

“we welcome darron Mack to our community of like-minded, high-
achieving nationwide scholars,” Mobley said.

The National society of collegiate scholars (Nscs) is an honors organi-
zation that recognizes and elevates high-achieving first-and-second year
college students. With its three pillars of scholarship, leadership, and serv-
ice, NSCS is proud to provide career and graduate school connections,
leadership and service opportunities and gives out more than $750,000 in
scholarships (often with multiple recipients per award), awards and chapter
funds annually.  Learn more at nscs.org.
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Memorial planned for beloved teacher
who died of Covid-19

one year ago, when we were still getting
used to this new virus, connie Madden died. 

when her children, Autumn and ian,
were students at st. philip the Apostle
school in camp springs, connie was an
enthusiastic volunteer.  she started out as a
library aide and later became a full-time
teacher’s aide in the primary grades.  

she was short in stature but big in smiles,
laughs, and guidance for her students.  she
stayed on well after her children graduated,
and was a fixture at the school until her
sudden death. 

Now that her one-year anniversary is ap-
proaching in April, the school family, the
school alumni and the parish have plans to
place a memorial marker at the shrine of
saint philip in front of the school. 

The school family would appreciate any
contribution offered for this memorial of a
cherished teacher.  Any donation, no matter
how big or small, is welcome.  it can be
dropped off at the school during school days
or mailed to st. philip the Apostle school,
5416 henderson way, camp springs, Md
20746.

For information, call 301-423-4740 dur-
ing school days or email stpamd.org.

Surratt Courier going online
Mary surratt was hanged for being a

conspirator in the assassination of president
Abraham lincoln.  (i believe she was in-
nocent!)  The civil war home of Mary sur-
ratt is on Brandywine Road in clinton and
has been a favorite visitors’ site for years. 

The society has published The surratt
courier for their members for 45 years.
however, these are different times.  The
surratt society has sent out the following
notice:

“we are happy to announce that we are
going to continue to make our bi-monthly
couriers for free on our website throughout
2021!  our January/February 2021 courier
is currently live on the site!  As the months
go on, you might see some format changes
on how the courier is presented, and we
would love your feedback!  Feel free to
leave questions or comments in the com-
ment box at the bottom of our surratt
courier page.  either way, please visit 
surrattmuseum.org… to start reading!”

Attention, civil war enthusiasts:  you
will enjoy reading The surratt courier.

Neighbors & other good people
Francis B. Francois, 87, judge on the

orphan’s court, county commissioner and
prince George’s county councilman died
Feb. 17 in chicago.  he was named wash-
ingtonian of the year in 1973.  he became
executive director of the American Asso-
ciation of state highway and Transportation
officials until retirement in 1999.  A funeral
Mass will be held later in Bowie. 

steny hoyer was mentioned in a recent
Neighbors’ item.  daughter Therese re-
minded me that when crossland needed a
commencement speaker for her class, she
was asked to see if she could find someone.
she talked to her dad, John Mchale, and
he recommended steny, a suitland high
grad and newly-elected u.s. Representative.
she called him; he accepted and was the
graduation speaker.

s. prestley Blake, 106, co-founder of
Friendly’s ice cream chain, died Feb. 11 in
stuart, Fla.  i have fond memories of the
Friendly ice-cream shop in the Forestville
plaza shopping center.

Morningside VFD website is news-less
There has been no update on the Morn-

ingside Volunteer Fire department’s web-
site since december.  i guess they’re just
too busy. 

however, they continue to provide the
very best in fire and emergency care, and
we are proud to have them right here in our
neighborhood.  As for the fleet, they have
Ambulance 27A and Ambulance 27B, Res-
cue engine 27, Rescue squad 27 and en-
gine company 27.

Changing landscape
The Baltimore sun has announced that

the newspaper and its affiliated publications
are due to be purchased by a nonprofit de-
veloped by businessman and philanthropist
stewart Bainum, a move that would put the
sun back in local hands.

i’m still waiting for an announcement
about the site of the new FBi headquarters.
i want to remind the planners that the land-
over site offers easy transportation ties to
interstate 495 and a Metro stop.  Also land-
over’s 86 acres wouldn’t require razing
buildings or relocating people.

union station is getting ready for on
overhaul.  it would add concourses and
tracks, broaden retail, add a two-level bus
facility with up to 40 bus slips and direct

pickup and drop-off areas in front of a
new train hall and at two other entrances. 

i love trains and, until recent years,
have taken them often.  Two of my fa-
vorite trips: to Florida on the Auto Train,
and another, a month long, across the
country to chicago, los Angeles, san An-
tonio and cincinnati with 16-year-old
grandson Zak.

Mary’s Covid report
Today (Feb. 25) i had my second

pfizer shot.  At this time, five hours later,
i’m feeling fine.  i’ll see how things go
tomorrow.  i had the shot at the southern
Regional Technology & Recreational
complex in oxon hill, in the huge gym-
nasium filled with white tents.  it was
well organized and only took me an hour
or so.

Maryland has had 378,490 cases with
862 added the last day.  As for virus
deaths, 7,789 (!) Marylanders have died,
27 of them in the last day.

d.c. Mayor Muriel Bowser had cere-
monies to remember the 1,001 washing-
tonians who’ve died.  And then she an-
nounced the sobering news that her own
sister, Mercia Bowser, had died Feb. 24
of complications from the virus.  Mercia,
the oldest of the six Bowser siblings,
would have turned 65 next month.

Happy Chinese Year of the Ox 2021
were you born in 1925, 1937, 1949,

1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, or 2009?  if so,
you are an ox.  in the 12-year chinese
Zodiac, people born in the year of the ox
are strong, reliable, fair, and conscientious.
They are calm, patient and methodical and
inspire confidence.

Milestones
happy birthday to Roy derrick, March

6; Jon Mcklveen, shirley dodgson & my
grandson Richard shearer, March 9; An-
gelo Meoli, John F. latimer, karl kaufman
Jr., Alberta M. smith & my son-in-law John
Mudd, March 10; karen cordero, Blake
James shipman & Father scott hahn,
March 11; harold wilson, Rebecca Turner,
Marcy Richardson, Anita (Beall) cook &
me, March 12; pamela woodall, kathy el-
borne, cordelia Bland, shirley carruth &
Gregory Ritter, March 13.

happy 175th birthday to the smithson-
ian.  what would we do without it?



please join us on Thursday, March 11, 6:30–7:30 p.m., for
our virtual presentation of “Black craftsmen in early 19th cen-
tury Annapolis” with American decorative arts scholar, Bethany
McGlynn.

in early Annapolis, Maryland, enslaved artisans labored in
craft workshops, construction sites, public buildings, and domestic
interiors. These artisans—along with free Black laborers and in-
dentured and convict servants—comprised the majority of the
labor force in Annapolis and elsewhere in the British Atlantic
world. Annapolis’s great Georgian mansions, extant furnishings
and artworks, and even the Maryland state capitol building re-
main as products of bound laborers’ skill and expertise. despite
working for and with the city’s most famous free white artisans,
most notably charles willson peale, william Buckland, John
shaw, and william Faris, enslaved artisans are often left out of
studies of craft in early Annapolis. in this lecture, Bethany J.
McGlyn will retrace the lives and work of enslaved craftspeople
through the use of primary sources like newspaper advertisements,
tax records, account books, and extant objects and buildings. 

Register through parks direct:  www.parksdirect.com or our
direct link: https://tinyurl.com/1dn6cikm

$5/person, ages 13 and older.  you must register to receive
the link for this event and must have access to Microsoft Teams.
Questions about registration? please email stacey.hawkins@
pgparks.com or call 301-262-0532.

Marietta is located at 5626 Bell station Road, Glenn dale,
Md  20769 and is a property of the Maryland-National capital
park and planning commission.
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chARloTTe, N.c. (Feb. 23, 2021)—
After making some incredible contribu-
tions both on and off the basketball court,
the duo of Talanya hutton and khalil
williams both earned and incredible honor,
Tuesday afternoon. The two student-ath-
letes were named honorees for the church
Mutual ‘protecting the Greater Good’ gen-
eral scholarship contribution. church Mu-
tual insurance company announced the
presentation of the second annual “church
Mutual protecting the Greater Good
Award” general scholarship contribution,
Tuesday afternoon. A $1,000 contribution
is awarded in the name of one male and
one female student-athlete participating in
the ciAA tournament for each of the 12
ciAA member institutions.

The scholarships are based on the stu-
dent-athletes’ demonstrated positive im-
pact on their school, students, or commu-
nity. The scholarships, disbursed to the
general scholarship fund in the names of
the selected student-athletes, can be
awarded at the discretion of the institution

to any deserving ciAA member student.
Talanya hutton is senior majoring in

communications with a concentration in
broadcast journalism. she has been on the
Athletic directors’ honor Roll since 2018.
Talanya has served in a number of com-
munity service projects including career
fairs, food drives, reading to students, toi-
letry drive, canned food drive and assisting
with local summer basketball camps and

clinics.
khalil williams is a sophomore major-

ing in finance. he has been a member of
the Athletic directors honor Roll every
semester at Bowie state. khalil has been
a member of student-Athlete Advisory
committee since his freshman year, as well
as National honors society, Bowie state
honors program, and serves as treasurer
of the Bowie state disciples.

Bowie State’s Hutton and Williams Announced as 
Church Mutual “Protecting the Greater Good” Honorees

RiVeRdAle, Md. (Feb. 22, 2021)—
The M-Ncppc, department of parks and
Recreation, prince George’s county pres-
ents Art spark: A Virtual Teen Art sum-
mit, taking place online on saturday,
March 20, 2021–sunday, March 21,
2021. Art spark features master classes
and teen professional development op-
portunities in theatre, visual arts, dance,
and video.

The summit includes:
• A virtual meet & greet with Broadway

star isabelle Mccalla (featured as Jas-
mine in disney’s Aladdin and as
Alyssa Greene in The prom)

• special performance from local teen
vocalist, charli dahni

• Virtual master classes with cul-
tureshock dc and prince George’s
shakespeare in the parks

• Artist portfolio reviews with Anna

Trier from The school of the Art in-
stitute of chicago
elizabeth Malone, department Arts

specialist, stated “The Arts and cultural
heritage division, on behalf of the de-
partment of parks and Recreation, is
proud to bring the fourth annual Art
spark: A Virtual Teen Art summit online
this March.” she continued, “log on and
get ready for a series of professional de-
velopments for teen visual and perform-
ing artists, and a celebration of teen
voices in the arts. Fuel your artistic voice
at this weekend of intimate, art work-
shops for teens ages 13 to 18.”

schedule of events includes:
Saturday, March 20 

hip hop dance Master class with
cultureshock dc

Video storytelling: Master class in
Video creation

Virtual Broadway: Meet & Greet with
isabelle Mccalla

Virtual watch party: A performance
by charli dahni, Teen Vocalist

Sunday, March 21
Visual Arts portfolio Review with

Anna Trier
Audition Master class with prince

George’s shakespeare in the parks
Teens ages 13 to 18 can register for

individual workshops at
arts.pgparks.com. limited space is avail-
able. Advanced registration is required. 

The department of parks and Recreation
delivers an award-winning park system
through progressive, innovative leadership
and a commitment to the community and
the environment in Prince George’s
County. For more on the Department of
Parks and Recreation, visit www.pg-
parks.com and stay connected on Face-
book, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, and Insta-
gram. The M-NCPPC Department of
Parks and Recreation encourages and
supports the participation of individuals
with disabilities in all programs and 
services.

By ANGel wAldRoN
Prince George’s County Department
of Parks and Recreation

M-NCPPC, Department of Parks and Recreation, 
Prince George’s County Announces Virtual Teen Art Summit

By sTAcey hAwkiNs 
Marietta House Museum

Marietta House Museum and the Prince George’s
County Historical Society Present: 
Black Craftsmen in Early 19th Century Annapolis

By elyZABeTh MARcusseN
Hospice of the Chesapeake

phoTo couRTesy oF hAMMoNd hARwood house, ANNApolis

Cotton C. Milbourne, “View of Annapolis, Maryland”, 1794,
watercolor on paper.

panded its offerings and created a two-month celebration including
its popular sakura sunday event every sunday from March 20 to
April 11. each sakura sunday will feature free cultural activities
including Japanese inspired art, culinary classes (in person and vir-
tual) and much more!

during the same timeframe, National harbor will light up pink
every night as The capital wheel and lights throughout the property
turn pink in honor of the celebration.

hotels and shops at National harbor will have a variety of spe-
cials and displays. MGM National harbor will have its amazing
conservatory cherry blossom installation.  in the waterfront district,

shop windows will be creatively decorated to celebrate the cherry
blossoms; Muse paintbar will hold three special cherry blossom
inspired painting classes;  the westin will feature a signature cherry
Blossom-Tini; BrookieGirl, will offer cherry blossom body care
products. seasonal classes during the celebration include origami,
cherry blossom painting, sushi rolling, flower making, and more.

National harbor will also feature one of the 25 giant cherry
blossom sculptures created by local artists that will be displayed
throughout washington, d.c.

For more information on National harbor and cherry blossom
activities and offerings, go to https://www.nationalharbor.
com/cherryblossom/. events and activities will be added to the
schedule in the coming weeks. 

Blossoms from A1

iMAGe couRTesy Bowie sTATe uNiVeRsiTy

Ask Rusty:

Should I Claim Social Security
Now or Wait Until I’m 70?
By Russell GlooR, 
AMAc certified social security Advisor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: i’m currently 67 years old and still working full time.
i took a big financial hit in 2008, which is why i’m still working,
and i expect to continue working until i’m 70. My question is:
should i take social security now, bank it until i’m 70, and then pay
it out to myself upon retirement? or would it be better to hold off
until i’m 70 to claim. longevity of about 85 seems to run in my
family. Signed: Working Senior

Dear Working Senior: i’m afraid there’s no simple answer to your
question, but i’ll give you some points to ponder. 

if you don’t need the money right now, and you expect to enjoy
at least average longevity (about 85 for a man your current age),
then waiting until you’re 70 will give you the maximum monthly
benefit and the most in cumulative lifetime social security benefits
if you meet average longevity. And if you live beyond the average,
your cumulative lifetime benefits will be correspondingly more.
since you’ve already delayed past your full retirement age (66) you
are already earning delayed retirement credits (dRcs) at the rate of
8% for each full year you delay (the maximum social security ben-
efit is reached at age 70). 

can you do better than an 8% annual increase by claiming now
and saving or investing the money? That would be the main point
to evaluate, and only you know your investment options. But you
should also consider that—if you should die before your wife and
she has reached her full retirement age—your wife will get 100%
of the benefit you are receiving at your death. if you claim earlier
(e.g., now), your wife will get that earlier smaller amount as your
widow. compare that to what she’ll get by you waiting until age 70
to claim, when your benefit will be about 24% more than it is now.
Again, something for you to consider. 

if you claim at age 70 you will have collected about the same
amount of money at age 82 as if you had claimed now. That is your
“breakeven” point, which is where your expected longevity comes
into play. if you think you will beat the average and you do, you’ll
collect much more in total lifetime social security benefits by wait-
ing until you are 70 to claim. of course, no one knows how long
they will live, but if your family history suggests a long life and
you’re in good health now, delaying is usually a prudent choice.
That is, however, a decision only you can make. 

The 2.3 million member Association of Mature American citizens
[AMAc] www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organi-
zation that takes its marching orders from its members. AMAC
Action is a non-profit, non-partisan organization representing the
membership in our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Dis-
tricts throughout the country. And the AMAC Foundation
(www.AmacFoundation.org) is the Association’s non-profit organi-
zation, dedicated to supporting and educating America’s Seniors.
Together, we act and speak on the Association members’ behalf,
protecting their interests and offering a practical insight on how to
best solve the problems they face today. Live long and make a dif-
ference by joining us today at www.amac.us/join-amac.  

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other governmental
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

By GReGoRy c. GoiNGs
Bowie State Sports Information

pAsAdeNA, Md. (Feb. 17, 2021)—Find a Zoom backdrop of the
central italian countryside and then prepare to join hospice of the
chesapeake for a virtual wine tasting (but with real wine!)  The Tus-
can Twilight Tasting is an online event that will take place beginning
at 5 p.m. April 22. But first you will pick up your wine and a de-
lightful charcuterie selection before logging in for a guided tasting
by Vecchie Terre di Montefili of italy, a performance by the Annapolis
opera, and a preview of auction items for the An evening under the
Tuscan sky gala.

Ticket price of $175 includes three bottles of italian wine and a
charcuterie board for two from Main & Market. Guests will have
the option to pick up their wine and charcuterie box from Main &
Market in Annapolis, or one of our three office locations, 90 Ritchie
highway in pasadena, 9500 Medical center drive, suite 201 in
largo, or 2505 davis Road in waldorf.

The nonprofit is grateful for its sponsors, including omni Business
solutions and waldorf Toyota. proceeds from the event will support
the organization’s hospice, supportive and bereavement care programs
and services provided to patients and families in Anne Arundel,
charles and prince George’s counties.

To order your Tuscan Twilight Tasting tickets and kit, visit www.
hospicechesapeake.org/wine-tasting. For details, and sponsorship,
contact Meg lawton at 443-837-1531 or mlawton@hospicechesa-
peake.org.

Caring for life throughout the journey with illness and loss is the mission
of hospice of the chesapeake. For details, visit www.hospice
chesapeake.org.

Hospice of the Chesapeake
Invites Adults to its 

Tuscan Twilight Tasting
Virtual Fundraiser



“Those who have no record of what their forebears have
accomplished lose the inspiration which comes from the
teaching of biography and history.”

—dr. carter G. woodson

dr. carter G. woodson, the son of former slaves, a pio-
neering harvard-trained historian, and the founder of the
Association for the study of African American life and
history, created Negro history week in 1926 to help give
this record and inspiration to other African Americans. At
the time dr. woodson was alarmed because so few people,
white or Black, knew anything at all about Black people’s
achievements. he would even meet other Black college
history professors who had no idea Blacks had made any
significant contributions to national or world history. dr.
woodson understood just how critical it was to claim our
rightful place in the history books and teach future genera-
tions about the great thinkers and role models who came
before us.

Negro history week was originally celebrated during
the second week of February to coincide with Frederick
douglass’s and Abraham lincoln’s birthdays. eventually
the single week grew into Black history Month, but through
the years the celebration’s symbolism and importance re-
mained the same. it has taken on new resonance in the wake
of the racial reckoning of the past year. For dr. woodson,
Black history matters was an early way of affirming that
Black lives matter.

dr. woodson was especially concerned about the “mis-
education” of Black children from their earliest ages—“The
thought of the inferiority of the Negro is drilled into him in
almost every class he enters and in almost every book he
studies”—and the cumulative effects it could have. he
wrote: “when you control a man’s thinking you do not
have to worry about his actions. you do not have to tell him
not to stand here or go yonder. he will find his ‘proper

place’ and will stay in it. you do not need to send him to the
back door. he will go without being told. in fact, if there is
no back door, he will cut one for his special benefit. his ed-
ucation makes it necessary.” he believed teaching children
about Black history and Black accomplishments was a cru-
cial corrective step.

we now understand the wisdom behind teaching not just
Black children but all children Black history, just as we
make sure all of our American stories are being told as we
prepare our next generations for our multicultural nation
and world. Black and Native American and latino and
Asian American and women’s and non-propertied men’s
and lGBTQ and immigrant history are all American history.
None of our children can afford miseducation and ignorance
about the rainbow of others around them. And none of our
children should ever believe their own history and existence
are marginal, unimportant, inferior, or only worthy of the
back door.

dr. woodson was also very clear that celebrating our
rich Black history of struggle and courage was not the same
as getting stuck in the past. instead, if we are going to un-
derstand the present and protect the future we need to un-
derstand where we came from and what it took to get us
here. during Black history Month and every month we
can use the extraordinary leaders from our history as exam-
ples to help us with the critical task of preparing this gener-
ation of children to be the new leaders our community and
nation need right now. As dr. woodson also taught us: “The
world does not want and will never have the heroes and
heroines of the past. what this age needs is an enlightened
youth not to undertake the tasks like theirs but to imbibe
the spirit of these great [men and women] and answer the
present call of duty.” i hope all young people will find
someone in history or among the great elders and ancestors
in their own families who inspires them to answer that call
today and write the next chapter for tomorrow.

Now a full year into this global pandemic, Mary-
land’s school districts and families are still grappling
with how to safely educate our students.

Many students are learning virtually part-time or
full-time with schools’ full reopening plans in flux.
There are lessons we are all learning: recovery and
resilience.

Recovery and resilience in the era of coVid-19
is a community-wide effort. The shift to at-home
learning brought significant challenges for families,
teachers and even parents’ employers.

hours of instructional time have been lost. Not
all families have access to reliable virtual learning
structures, and working parents struggle to balance
work and supporting their kids during at-home
school days. The day when the majority of our stu-

dents will be back in our school buildings full-time
is hard to know; schools, in general, are not designed
to accommodate social distancing.

The mental health of students, teachers and par-
ents has been impacted by the stress of these ex-
traordinary but necessary efforts keep ourselves
healthy physically. Behavioral experts suggest that
coVid-19 disruptions will cause at least one “ad-
verse childhood experience” per student.

The risks of transmitting coVid-19 are lower in
outdoor spaces than indoor spaces. while we enjoyed
longer days and time outside this summer and fall,
the short days of winter are now upon us. Typically
in the winter, many of us tend to retreat indoors.
should we be spending more time inside as temper-
atures drop or more precipitation is likely to fall?

This winter is different. let’s look for ways that
time can be spent outside. our school grounds can
be used as an extension of the classroom.

Around the country and the world, school leaders
are re-visioning what school will look like as we
continue to address these challenges. districts are
rethinking instruction, rethinking school buildings,
rethinking all of the social services that rely on
reaching students through schools. Against that back-
drop, my organization, the Maryland Association
for environmental and outdoor education
(MAeoe), and its environmental education partners
are using the outdoors as a solution to the many of
the challenges we face.

MAeoe, an affiliate of the North American As-
sociation for environmental education, is encour-
aging school systems to maintain recess time in the
schedule and create learning opportunities outside.
we are also recommending that families with chil-
dren attending virtual classes and studying at home
should create time outside not just for students, but
for every member of the family.

we support school districts, the community and
Maryland’s families as we navigate the challenges
of education and childcare during this time. To help
citizens use the outdoors for learning, health and
enjoyment, MAeoe has compiled a library of re-

sources, available under the “Resources” tab on the
main page of our website (maeoe.org), to help you
connect with the outdoors, in nature around the cor-
ner, just outside your door and even at your kitchen
table.

since last March we have collected resources to
support teachers with virtual learning, as well as re-
sources for parents during summer, weekends and
holidays. Resources include high-tech, low-tech and
no-tech ways to connect with the environment. chil-
dren and adults can explore, learn and enjoy any
season anywhere.

we can all be essential partners in using the out-
doors for the recovery and reopening of schools.
let’s work together to make sure that students con-
tinue to thrive and learn, and that families have the
support they need to rebuild our economy.

Laura Johnson Collard is the executive director of the
Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor
Education. Her views do not necessarily reflect those
of the Bay Journal. This article first appeared in the
January–February issue of the Bay Journal and was
distributed by the Bay Journal News Service.

By lAuRA JohNsoN collARd
for the Bay Journal News Service

wAshiNGToN (Feb. 23, 2021)—Today, u.s.
senators chris Van hollen and Ben cardin and
congressmen steny hoyer and Anthony Brown
(all d-Md.) applauded the announcement of a
new Federal emergency Management Agency
(FeMA) mass vaccination site in waldorf, Md.
The site will be located at the Regency Furniture
stadium, at 11765 st. linus dr., waldorf, Md.,
20602 and is expected to open for operation in
early March.

“providing Marylanders access to vac-

cines and ensuring equitable distribution is
our top priority. This new federally-sup-
ported site will increase availability for res-
idents in charles, prince George’s, and the
surrounding counties so that more Mary-
landers get vaccinated. As the state faces
difficulty in vaccine delivery to the hardest
hit communities, we will continue pushing
for federal resources to help expand distri-
bution and reduce disparities in access,” the
lawmakers said. 
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wAshiNGToN (March 1,
2021)—congressman An-
thony G. Brown (Md-04) re-
leased the following state-
ment regarding Maryland’s
slow and inequitable rollout
of vaccines. Today, the Balti-
more city senate delegation
sent a letter to Governor
hogan urging action to ad-
dress racial equity issues in
the state’s vaccination pro-
gram. A Becker’s hospital
Review study of centers for
disease control and preven-
tion (cdc) data showed
Maryland ranked 48th in the
nation based on percent of
distributed vaccines adminis-
tered.

in an interview with 60
Minutes, Montgomery
county’s chief public health
officer, dr. Travis Gayles,
stressed that the low propor-
tion of Black, brown and low
income Marylanders cannot
be solely attributed to vaccine

hesitancy, but rather persistent
health care disparities and in-
equitable distribution. 80,000
people in phase 1 are cur-
rently on the waitlist in prince
George’s county—Mary-
land’s largest majority-Black
jurisdiction. prince George’s
county receives 185 vaccine
doses per 10,000 residents,
while cecil county receives
350 vaccine doses per 10,000
residents:

“Governor hogan wants
to blame people for not get-
ting the vaccine, but under his
watch Maryland has the sec-
ond lowest administration
rate in the country, long wait-
lists and a chaotic sign up
process, said congressman
Anthony Brown. “The failure
to clearly communicate vac-
cine availability and effec-
tively distribute doses to high-
risk populations, will
ultimately harm communities
of color and underserved pop-

ulations most. it’s not credible
for the hogan Administration
to blame low minority vacci-
nation rates solely on vaccine
hesitancy. This is clearly a
systemic failure. The current
strategy is not working. For
the health of Marylanders, it’s
time to change course.”

since president Biden
took office, the number of
doses being sent to states has
increased by 28 percent to 11
million doses a week. The
Biden-harris administration
is now shipping doses directly
to community health centers
that target low-income people
and people of color. The ap-
proval of the Johnson & John-
son vaccine will expand vac-
cine supplies further.

As part of the American
Rescue plan, the house of
Representatives passed more
than $27 billion for vaccine
production and distribution.

Marion Wright Edelman
President Emerita, 

Children’s Defense Fund

ChildWatch:

Black History Month: Writing the Next Chapter

Maryland Delegation Members Applaud New 
FEMA-Supported Mass Vaccination Site in Waldorf
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COMMENTARY

establishing standards to allow for inclusion in the state’s recreational
cannabis industry. 

Medical use of cannabis was legalized in the state in 2014, and in
that same legislative session, possession of cannabis less than 10 grams
was decriminalized and turned into a civil offense.

despite these changes, Black people made up 96% of all mari-
juana-related arrests in Baltimore from 2015 until 2017, according to
lewis, and he argued that the laws, “only made marijuana legal for
white consumption.” 

sixty-three percent of revenue generated from the bill would go di-
rectly toward community reinvestment, including funding toward the
state’s four historically Black colleges and universities, grants to or-
ganizations tackling social equity challenges, as well as funding toward
startups for small businesses. 

“we must ensure those most hurt from cannabis prohibition, benefit
most from the new legal industry,” lewis said.

lewis’ bill works with what the bill describes as “social equity ap-
plicants”—who live in an area that meets certain criteria, including
living in a “disproportionately impacted area”—in order to push further
for an equitable industry.

lewis’ push for inclusion in the bill includes reduced licensing fees
for social equity applicants, as well as establishing an office of social
equity within the Alcohol and Tobacco commission to, “promote di-
versity and inclusion in the industry and foster reparative justice.”

Ben Jealous, former president and ceo of the NAAcp and former
Maryland democratic gubernatorial candidate, testified in support and
argued that this bill is important in  correcting history. 

“it is rare to have the opportunity to right past wrongs and create an
inclusive economy,” Jealous said. “delegate lewis’ bill really stands
out amongst, frankly, all the bills that have been introduced in this
country in its thoroughness to hit all of those.” 

A former Baltimore city detective in the criminal investigations
division drug enforcement section, debbie Ramsey, looked to her
experience to testify that an arrest does not end the trade of drugs,

but it actually creates a “job opening” for another seller to make
money. 

“we need our police to focus on the greater threats to public safety:
crimes against persons and crimes against property,” Ramsay said in
support of the bill.

The Maryland Medical cannabis commission did not take a stance
on the bill, but executive director william Tilburg told lawmakers the
commission has some concerns about the bill.  

Among them, Maryland would be the only state in the country to
separately regulate medical and adult-use programs, an issue Tilburg
testified would double the administrative costs for the state.

Those who testified against the bill cited general reasons for safety
of the community as their reason for opposition.  

dr. Amelia Arria, a professor at university of Maryland’s school
of public health, testified that young adults are the most likely to use
cannabis, which puts them at risk for mental health problems, drug
dependence, and lower academic achievement.

Arria argued that these are outcomes, “at odds with Maryland’s
mission to educate and prepare our youth to succeed.”

An emergency department physician from colorado, a state that
had previously legalized recreational marijuana, dr. karen Randall,
testified against the bill based on her experience and the risks it poses
to the youth.

“it isn’t a matter if they’re going to get it, because they’re going to
get it,” Randall said after testifying that throughout her most recent
shift she saw three youths come to the emergency room due to issues
related to marijuana. 

Ragina Ali, a spokeswoman for AAA Mid-Atlantic, a traffic safety
organization, testified marijuana should not be legalized until the state
is prepared to handle the traffic safety issues that would follow. 

After legalization in washington, fatal car crashes involving drivers
who had recently used cannabis doubled, according to Ali.

AAA also saw insurance claims increase in colorado, Nevada, and
oregon following legalization in those states, according to Ali.

on Tuesday (Feb. 23), New Jersey officially legalized cannabis for
recreational use joining 14 other states plus washington, d.c.—in-

cluding oregon, a state that recently decriminalized limited amounts
of all drugs.

similar bills to hB32 that attempted to legalize recreational mari-
juana have been introduced in both the Maryland house and senate
annually since at least 2017, but all have failed.

No date has been set yet for a committee vote on hB32.

Marijuana from A1

Virtually or in Class, the Outdoors
Belongs in the Curriculum

Congressman Brown: “It’s Not Credible for the
Hogan Administration to Blame Low Minority
Vaccination Rates Solely on Vaccine Hesitancy”



conversation. The free virtual event is for teens and adults: registration
is required. Register now or learn more
(https://www.mdhumanities.org/programs/maryland-center-for-the-
book/why-it-matters-reckoning-with-race-equity-allyship/). 

“i’m Not dying with you Tonight” follows two teen girls—one
black, one white—who do not know each other yet must  confront their
own assumptions about racial equality when violence and chaos erupts
in their city. The book received an NAAcp image Award nomination.

The conversation is part of Maryland humanities’ Voices and Voters
electoral engagement project (VVeep). VVeep also consists of an
oral history program as well as a series of grants to Maryland organiza-
tions producing projects around civic and electoral engagement. 

Voices and Votes electoral engagement project is supported by a
grant from the Andrew w. Mellon Foundation administered through the
Federation of state humanities councils for its new initiative entitled
“why it Matters: civic and electoral participation.” 

Maryland humanities’ promotional partners for this event are Al-
leghany county library, Anne Arundel county public library, Baltimore
county public library, carroll county public library, charles county
public library, enoch pratt Free library, harford county public library,
prince George’s county Memorial library system, st. Mary’s county
library, and Talbot county Free library. The book is available through
Maryland humanities’ official event bookseller, A Very likely story.
About the Book

An NAAcp image Award Nominee, “i’m Not dying with you
Tonight” follows two teen girls—one black, one white—who have to
confront their own assumptions about racial equality as they rely on
each other to get through the violent race riot that has set their city on
fire with civil unrest. lena has her killer style, her awesome boyfriend,
and a plan. she knows she’s going to make it big. campbell, on the
other hand, is just trying to keep her head down and get through the
year at her new school. when both girls attend the Friday-night football
game, what neither expects is for everything to descend into sudden
mass chaos. chaos born from violence and hate. chaos that unexpectedly
throws them together. They aren’t friends. They hardly understand each
other’s point of view. But none of that matters when the city is up in
flames, and they only have each other to rely on if they’re going to
survive the night.
About the Authors

kimberly Jones is a former bookseller, and now she hosts the Atlanta
chapter of the popular well Read Black Girl book club, as well as the
infamous, viral sensation the yA Truth or dare author panel at the
decatur Book Festival. she has worked in film and television with trail-
blazing figures such as Tyler perry, whitney houston, and 8Ball &
MJG. currently, in addition to writing yA novels, she is a director of
feature films and cutting-edge diverse web series. she also regularly
lectures on working and succeeding in the Atlanta film market.

Gilly segal grew up in Florida, came of age in israel, where she
served in the idF and graduated from hebrew university, and finally
decided to call decatur, Georgia home. By day, she’s a lawyer for an
advertising agency. By night, she is a caped crusader! No, just kidding
(she wishes). her real not-actually-secret identity is writer. she’s been
writing in one form or another since she wrote her first young adult
novel—a sunfire yA romance fanfic—typed out on an electric typewriter.
Although she will confess it was titled clAudiA, she will neither con-
firm nor deny that any copies still exist. whatever you do, don’t ask her
mom if it’s in those boxes still stored in the closet of her childhood
room.
About the Moderator

christine platt is a passionate advocate for social justice and policy
reform. she holds a B.A. in Africana studies from the university of
south Florida, M.A. in African and African American studies from The
ohio state university, and J.d. from stetson university college of law.
A believer in the power of storytelling as a tool for social change, chris-
tine’s literature centers on teaching race, equity, diversity and inclusion
to people of all ages. she currently serves as the Managing director of
the Antiracist Research & policy center at American university. 
About Maryland Center for the Book

The Maryland center for the Book (McFB)—an affiliate of the na-
tional center for the Book in the library of congress—develops and
supports literary programs and outreach activities that engage citizens
across Maryland in literature and reading. As a program of Maryland
humanities, McFB highlights our region’s literary heritage and calls
attention to the importance of books, reading, literacy, and libraries.
connect with the Maryland center for the Book on Facebook. 
About Maryland Humanities

Maryland humanities is a statewide nonprofit organization that
creates and supports educational experiences in the humanities that in-
spire all Marylanders to embrace lifelong learning, exchange ideas
openly, and enrich their communities. Visit www.mdhumanities.org.
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doNATe AuTos, TRucks, RVs
lutheran Mission society of Md.
help local families through the pan-
demic with food, clothing, counseling.
Tax deductible. MVA license
#w1044. 410-636-0123, www.com-
passionplace.org

let the Multimedia specialists of
Mddc Ad services assist you in
growing your business and increasing
your customer base.  cAll TodAy
at 410-212-0616 and start seeing re-
sults Now!

increase the digital presence of your
business!  contact Mddc Ad serv-
ices to receive a FRee digital Foot-
print consultation for your business
from a Top peRFoRMiNG adver-
tising agency!  call 443-508-1936,
www.mddcadservices.com. 

place a business card-sized ad in the
Regional small display Advertising
Network! Reach 1,000,000 readers
with just one call, one placement, and
one bill in over 63 newspapers in
Maryland TodAy! Get the ReAch
and ResulTs for just pennies on the
dollar! call 410-212-0616 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com.

increase the digital presence of your
business!  contact Mddc Ad serv-
ices to receive a FRee digital Foot-
print consultation for your business
from a Top peRFoRMiNG adver-
tising agency!  call 443-508-1936,
www.mddcadservices.com. 

let the Multimedia specialists of
Mddc Ad services assist you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the district of columbia, pG,
Montgomery, howard and Anne
Arundel counties. call today at 410-

212-0616 and start seeing results
Now.

over $10k in debt? Be debt free in
24 to 48 months. No upfront fees to
enroll. A+ BBB rated. call National
debt Relief 855-670-0681.

Need New wiNdow TReAT-
MeNTs?  call empire Today® to
schedule a FRee in-home estimate
on blinds & shades. call Today!  866-
479-2321.

save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets!  coNNecT with
the Multimedia specialists of Mddc
Ad services - with one call, one
placement, one bill, you'll reach the

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 d’Arcy Road
upper Marlboro, Md 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

woRd oF God
coMMuNiTy

chuRch
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston Road Bladensburg, Md 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ is lord and king

stephen l. wright, sr., pastor

5018 lakeland Road
college park, Md 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITY CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church directory 
Advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
prince George’s post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our directory.

%
call Today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 sheriff Road landover, Md
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘woNdeRFul wedNesdAys
wiTh Jesus’: 

12 noon (The power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

AUTOMOBILE DONATIONS BUSINESS SERVICES BUSINESS SERVICES

MISCELLANEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 oxon hill Road

oxon hill, Maryland 20745
sunday school 

(Adults & children) - 9:30 A.M.
worship service - 11:00 A.M.
wed. prayer service & Bible

study - 7:00 p.M.
office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  FhBc@verizon.net
pastor:  Rev. waymond B. duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill Road, landover, Md
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

sunday school 9:00 a.m.
Morning worship 10:00 a.m.

soulful Thursdays 
Bible study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old Marlboro pike,
upper Marlboro, Md

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (children/Adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Kendrick D. Weaver, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

entire state of Maryland through over
60 highly read newspapers read by
affluent, expendable-income con-
sumers.  call 410-212-0616 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com

BecoMe A puBlished Au-
ThoR! we edit, print and distribute
your work internationally. we do the
work… you reap the Rewards! call
for a FRee Author’s submission kit:
833-343-1370.

let the Multimedia specialists of
Mddc Ad services assist you in
growing your business and increasing
your customer base.  call today at
410-212-0616 and start seeing results
Now.

save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets!  coNNecT with
the Multimedia specialists of Mddc
Ad services.  expand your brand's
reach in our Bulk Advertising Net-
work - cAll TodAy! with one call,
one placement, one bill, you'll reach
over 1,000,000 readers in the entire
Mid-Atlantic region.  call 410-212-
0616 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com.

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS


