
washIngton, d.c.—congressman
steny h. hoyer (md-05), senators ben
cardin and chris van hollen, and con-
gressman anthony g. brown (all d-
md) announced the recent award of
more than $280,000 in federal funding
to support a new partnership between
Prince george’s county, the university
of maryland college Park, and bowie
state university. 

allocated through the u.s. depart-
ment of education’s mental health
service Professionals demonstration
Program, the award supports the first
of an expected five years of funding
for the build, recruit, & Improve ca-

pacity & knowledge (brIck) for
mental health in schools initiative.
Prince george’s county Public
schools (PgcPs) will recruit and train
fifty graduate students from the uni-
versity of maryland’s and bowie state
university’s departments of school
counseling, school psychology, and so-
cial work, including twenty placed at
the high needs schools throughout the
school district.

“well-trained mental health profes-
sionals can make an enormous differ-
ence in the well-being and life of a stu-
dent. by drawing upon the talent that
is being developed right here in Prince
george’s county, this collaboration
represents a promising path forward to
ensure that students in maryland public

schools can get the support that they
need,” said the members.

the mental health service Profes-
sionals demonstration Program pro-
vides competitive grants to test and
evaluate innovative partnerships be-
tween institutions of higher education
(Ihe) and states or high-need local
education agencies (lea) to train
school counselors, social workers,
psychologists, or other mental health
professionals qualified to provide
school-based mental health services,
with the goal of expanding the
pipeline of these workers into low-in-
come public elementary schools and
secondary schools in order to address
the shortages of mental health service
professionals in such schools.

bowIe, md.—the bowie center for the
Performing arts is pleased to present the
world premiere of Love is Blind, a play
by writer/producer rhonda r. gladden.

“Presenting the work of emerging
artists is always a privilege,” says the
center’s executive director Jason cook,
“but never more so than when we have
the honor of presenting the fruits of
homegrown talent. ms. gladden, a lan-
ham native, graduated from eleanor roo-
sevelt high school in greenbelt mary-
land and she also attended Prince
george’s community college.

Love is Blind is a story about a group
of friends as close as siblings. when
jealousy rears its ugly head, these friends
finds themselves on an emotional roller-
coaster … and the choices they make
bring not only love and laughter, but be-
trayal and violence. will their faith in
god save them, or will they allow the
devil to destroy them?

ms. gladden, a playwright since
childhood, “had always wanted to mount
plays, especially in area churches.” last

year she decided to move past fear and
started self-producing her own work,
forming her company, battle ready Pro-
ductions. the name comes from eph-
esians 10:11 kJF “putting on the whole
armor of god, acknowledging you are
ready for spiritual battle, and calling
upon his strength,” ms. gladden ad-
vises, and tells us, “I produce plays about
real-life situations that show how people
can identify and work through live chal-
lenges. It’s a spiritual battle in our day-
to-day lives.”

Love is Blind features 11 cast mem-
bers, whose age ranges from early 20s
through 60s. “this play is very per-
sonal to me,” says ms. gladden, whose
mother remarried after her husband be-
came abusive. “but I didn’t want to
come through a husband-wife perspec-
tive, but rather from a young adult,
college-age perspective [to tell] the
story.” when seeing what a healthy re-

washIngton, d.c.—If
you care about your vehicle,
and above all else, value your
personal safety and the secu-
rity of your passengers dur-
ing the fall, be aware that the
white-tail breeding season is
upon us. It’s time for the
“birds and bees talk.” deer
are seasonal breeders. deer
have a one-track mind in the
fall, which is when deer-ve-

hicle crashes increase
twofold. the need to breed,
or the “reproduction physi-
ology of deer,” can increase
your odds of becoming in-
volved in a dreaded deer-ve-
hicle crash, and it can have a
direct impact on your safety.
It can occur “in an instant, in
the twinkling of an eye.”

In fact, “the odds of deer-
vehicle collisions more than
double during october, no-
vember and december.”
during this time of year, a

deer can bolt out of nowhere
at 30 miles per hour, and it
can leap 30 feet “at a single
bound.” on top of that,
“deer-vehicle collisions can
happen in any part of the
washington metro area—ur-
ban or rural,” warn local law
enforcement officers and
conservation officials. of
the animal strikes reported
by aaa insurance policy
holders in 2018, the average
cost per claim was more
than $4,700.

“It sounds a tad counter-
intuitive, but it can be a mat-
ter of life or death. If you are
unfortunate enough to have
a deer enter the highway in
front of your vehicle, it is
best to hit the animal and not
swerve to avoid it,” said John
b. townsend II, aaa mid-
atlantic’s manager of Public
and government affairs.
“this defensive driving ma-
neuver is not for the faint of
heart. more serious crashes
occur when drivers veer to
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college Park, md. (october
17, 2019)—the environmental
Finance center at the university
of maryland honored 17 mary-
land municipalities at the sustain-
able maryland awards ceremony
at the maryland municipal
league’s annual Fall conference
on tuesday, october 15, 2019 in
cambridge, maryland. 

nine Prince george’s county
municipalities were among those
honored at the event with sustain-
able maryland certified awards,
three of which received their first
certification in the program: the
city new carrollton, the town of
brentwood, and the town of
capitol heights.

new Carrollton:

“new carrollton is thrilled to
be recognized as a sustainable
maryland certified municipal-
ity,” said mayor duane rosen-
berg. “It was the hard work of
our green team—made up of
residents, business leaders,
houses of faith, local schools and
city staff—that led to our being
worthy of this honor. It became
truly a community undertaking.
new carrollton made improve-

ments to vegetation planning,
how we manage stormwater, and
reduced our carbon footprint.
thanks to sustainable maryland
for providing the goals and guid-
ance as inspiration to the new
carrollton team!” 

highlights of new carrollton’s
accomplishments include:

• the city has two community
gardens that it has operated since
2011. lamont community gar-
den has 30 plots and is located
behind charles carroll middle
school. st. christopher’s church
community garden has 16 plots.
the gardens are located in dif-
ferent sections of the city and al-
ways fully utilized.

• In 2019, the city council of
new carrollton, desiring to use
its best efforts to purchase envi-
ronmentally preferable products
whenever the products perform
satisfactorily and are available at
a reasonably competitive price,
adopted a sustainable Purchasing
Policy. the Policy supports the
purchase of materials, products
and services in a manner that min-
imizes environmental impacts re-
lating to city business. 

Brentwood:

“this award recognition is part
of our town’s continual effort to-

wards an environmentally sustain-
able future,” said mayor rocio
treminio-lopez and coun-
cilmember Jerry burgess. “many
of our members have been con-
sistently striving for an increase
in eco-consciousness for some
time, while others toil quietly in
the background for often unrec-
ognized yet significant work for
the ongoing greening of brent-
wood. we are immensely proud
of our community, our govern-
ment and the leadership from our
green team.”

highlights of brentwood’s ac-
complishments include:

• the town hosts a Pollinator
Festival every June in conjunc-
tion with national Pollinator
week. the festival features
honey tasting, a beekeeper, native
plants for sale, pollinator crafts
and games, a pollinator face-
painter, a master gardener table,
and tables full of literature and
information on pollinators. 

• the town initiated a “nature
notes” column in its lamplighter
newsletter. the column appears
monthly and is translated into
spanish as well as english. topics
covered have included town trees,
non-toxic mosquito control, our
neighbor the possum, and other
nature-related themes.

Capitol Heights:

“sustainable maryland is a
voluntary certification program
that demonstrates a town’s com-
mitment to going green, being a
good steward of tax payers’ dol-
lars, and improving residents’
quality of life,” said mayor
shawn maldon. “It was a no-
brainer for us, as elected offi-
cials, to get behind this effort—
and we are sincerely proud of the
work that each member of our
capitol heights green team put
in to achieve this remarkable
designation. I am particularly
proud of the hard work that our
neighborhood services depart-
ment contributed.”

highlights of capitol heights’
accomplishments include:

• the town has a community
garden located in the metro sta-
tion area. the town has partnered
with Feed 5000 to maintain and
manage the garden. residents are
able to obtain a plot and grow
crops organically. Instructions,
guidance, and advise are provided
by Feed 5000 for those who are
not experienced with growing in
a garden. the garden currently
hosts 18 plots.

UMD Presents Prestigious Sustainable
Maryland Certified Awards at Maryland
Municipal league Conference
Nine Prince George’s County communities honored

• county executive receives 
“visionary award” from washington 
area women’s Foundation

• raising awareness for breast cancer at the
bowie center for the Performing arts

• another record: golf tournament raises
more than $165k

• In the news: second american Job center
to open in Prince george’s county

Around the County, Page a2

Four Maryland teachers Selected for 

Free Educational Opportunity

“as part of the commemoration of the cen-
tennial of the great war, national history
day is proud to partner with the u.s. world
war I centennial commission to help teachers
delve into the history of this global event,”
said national history day executive director
dr. cathy gorn.

Community, Page a3

the Urban league Movement Has Had 

Few Greater Champions in Congress than 

Elijah Cummings

cummings saw his responsibility to conduct
oversight of the President as a constitutional
imperative, but his responsibility to serve his
constituents as a moral imperative. the nation
needs leaders like cummings who are guided
by honor and comported by dignity. 

Commentary, Page a4

Halloween 

Happenings

your guide to spooky
fun happening through-
out the county this week
… no tricks, just treats
for the whole family!

Out on the town, Page a5

INSIDE

By Press oFFIcer

Sustainable Maryland

See VEER Page A6

Hoyer, Cardin, Van Hollen, and Brown Announce new Partnership to

Recruit Mental Health Professionals for Prince George’s County Schools

By Press oFFIcer
Office of Congressman Steny Hoyer

PhotograPhs courtesy oF sustaInable maryland

Community representatives proudly pose with their Sustain

Maryland Certified Awards. top (from left): Council Vice-

Chair Roy Peterson; Council Chair Phelicia nembhard;

Mayor Duane Rosenberg; and Council Member Steven John

of new Carrollton. Middle (from left):  Council Member

Marcus Monroe; Mayor Rocio treminio-lopez, and Council

Member Alicia tarr of Brentwood. Bottom (from left): Coun-

cil Member Elaine Williams; Venus Drummond, neighbor-

hood Services Department Director; and lea Johnson,

Administrative Assistant-neighborhood Services Department

of Capitol Heights.See SUStAInABlE Page A4

Prince George’s

Playwright Debuts on

Bowie Center Stage

love is blind, a new play by

County native Rhonda R. Gladden,

debuts at the Bowie Center for the

Performing Arts this November

By davId andrusIa

Bowie Center for the Performing Arts
PhotograPh by rhonda gladden, courtesy 

oF bowIe center For the PerFormIng arts

See GlADDEn Page A3

Don’t End Up In a Rut by Veering for Deer
Peak Deer Mating Season Increases Risks For Motorists On Area Roadways

By Press oFFIcer

AAA Mid-Atlantic
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County Executive Receives “Visionary Award”

from Washington Area Women’s Foundation
on tuesday, october 15, county ex-

ecutive alsobrooks received the visionary
award in Public service from the wash-
ington area women’s Foundation.  the
other award winners were dr. tammy
mann, President and ceo of the cam-
pagna center, and Patricia mcguire, Pres-
ident of trinity washington university.

the washington area women’s Foun-
dation focuses on building pathways out
of poverty for women and girls across
our region. since 1998, they have
awarded nearly $11 million in grants to
more than 170 community-based organ-
izations in our region.  the county ex-
ecutive was proud to join the women’s
Foundation and support the positive work they do for our communities.

—County Executive Community Connections Newsletter

Raising Awareness for Breast Cancer at 

the Bowie Center for the Performing Arts
Proceeds go to Breast Cancer Awareness and Research

the bowie center for the Performing arts announced that the final
matinee benefit performance on october 29 at 1pm will help raise funds as
part of breast cancer awareness month.

“we at the bowie center remain true to our community focus—and
strive to improve our neighbors’ lives through the arts and public service
however we can,” says executive director Jason cook. “It is a privilege to
be able to bring this afternoon of fun, music, and food to the center while
supporting this extremely worth cause, which benefits breast cancer treat-
ment and research.”

the musical performance, helmed by the ron hicks Project, is Free
to the public and will take place in the bowie center’s lobby, with a break
for lunch. Food will be on sale by the annapolis road restaurant samosa
suprema, whose owners will donate 10% of proceeds to breast cancer
charities. beef, chicken, and vegetable samosas prepared under the direction
of owner rose musonye-smith and her sister Jayne (both of whom learned
to prepare this delicacy in their native land of kenya) will be served, ac-
cording to store manager dale smith.

ron hicks Project, a six-person combo “spiced in the south and cooked
in chicago,” provides a rollicking, toe-tapping bend of jazz, blues, and
r&b that has gained the band a strong following in bowie and far beyond.
an afternoon of fine food, bodacious beats, and neighborliness await, all
for a very good cause.

—David Andrusia, Bowie Center for the Performing Arts

Another Record: 

Golf tournament Raises

More than $165K
Pasadena, md. (october 17, 2019)—
each year, hospice of the chesapeake
wonders if the committee guiding its an-
nual golf tournament can outdo itself.
each year, the committee responds by
smashing fundraising records and
adding features to make the tournament
a must-play event. 

this year was no exception. a long
list of sponsors and more than 240
golfers helped raise more than $165,000 for the nonprofit that serves anne
arundel and Prince george’s counties, $22,000 more than last year.

no doubt the venue and a day filled with food, drinks and giveaways
helped to make the day another record breaker. held oct. 10 at Queenstown
harbor golf course, the tournament offered foursomes goodie bags brim-
ming with gifts and hospitality that began with an omelet bar in the morning,
oysters and shrimp with grilled lunch at the turn and an awards banquet to
cap off the day. an added feature this year was a pop-up pro-shop where
golfers can choose gifts to add to their goodie bags.

the winning teams for the group playing the lakes course were rodney
thompson, ryan thompson, rob Pohland and kurt brandquist in first
place; Jessie syms, terri mcnichalas, debbie giese and rob giese in sec-
ond place; and gus kurtz, tony tawney, tim klug and carl kalapaska in
third place. the winners on the river course were John chiodo, alex
hoiser, don cahill and matthew bassler in first place; brian gibbons,
roger london, austin groves, Jim euler in second place; and nick neary,
rob burns, mike uleckas and Joe mcnees in third place

the presenting sponsors were First national bank and all green man-
agement, Inc., with co-sponsors carpet and wood Floor liquidators and
ken stanley. 

—Elyzabeth Marcussen, Hospice of the Chesapeake

In the news: Second American Job Center to 

Open in Prince George’s County
a second american Job center for Prince george’s county will open at

the tanger outlets in oxon hill, providing a more convenient and accessible
location for residents of south county.  the center is scheduled to open in
January 2020 and will help connect residents with jobs while providing ca-
reer readiness training and other support programs. 

—County Executive Community Connections Newsletter

Announcement: Parents, Apply now for 

Free and Reduced-Price Meals!
If your child usually participates in Farms or you may qualify to par-

ticipate, please complete the form online or at your child’s school. Filling
out the form will prevent a disruption of meal services. these forms are
also used to determine additional funding for staff and school resources.
you can find the form online at www.pgcps.org/foodandnutrition.

—Prince George’s County Public Schools
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Towns andneighbors

Around the County
In and Around Morningside-Skyline

by mary mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco
by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

tHAnK YOU 

“we couldn’t do it without you. on behalf of the out-
standing student athletes, coaches, and staff members of the
bowie state university athletic department, we thank all
the sponsors, golfers and supporters of the 8th annual bull-
dog golf classic. without your contribution and participation,
this year’s tournament would not have been a success.

“Proceeds from the bulldog golf classic will provide
scholarship funding for student athletes and help meet the
growing needs of the department. we appreciate your con-
tinuous support of bowie state athletics and look forward
to seeing you next year at the 9th annual bulldog golf clas-
sic on october 13, 2020. ‘we are bowie state university,
and this is our moment, racing to excellence.’ with you, we
win. go bulldogs.”—clyde m. doughty Jr., vice President
of Intercollegiate athletics and recreation.

nOttInGHAM MYERS UMC

happy birthday to melvin thomas, anthony lewis, James
williams, cynthia wilkerson, elijah dorsey, Jameka
williams, geneva butler, crystal savoy and gerald adams
who are celebrating birthdays in october. happy wedding
anniversary to tyrone and lisa mckelvy who celebrated a
wedding anniversary october 13, 2019.

CAStAWAY ISlAnD PlAYGROUnD

come and explore a shipwreck stranded on an island at
the castaway Island Playground. while you are at the play-
ground make sure you check out the amenities including
sandcastle with sounds, the cargo climber, and a talking
seahorse. this playground is designed to take you to gilli-
gan’s Island based on the popular television series. sug-
gested visit time is 1–2 hours. amenities: restrooms with
changing tables, walking loop trail, drinking fountains,
parking, fitness stations, and much more. the playground
is located at tucker road athletic complex, 1770 tucker
road, Fort washington, maryland 20744.

CAnCER WEllnESS FAIR

Join us Pink saturday: cancer wellness Fair november 2,
from 10:00 a.m–2:00 p.m. at Pgcea center. the address is
8008 marlboro Pike, Forestville, maryland 20747. Phone: 301-
736-2700; website: www.pgcea.org.  

MID-AtlAntIC EQUItAtIOn FEStIVAl

the mid-atlantic equitation Festival horse show will
be held Friday, november 15, 2019 from 8:00 a.m–9:00 p.m.
at the show Place arena. It is a festival of friendship, schol-
arships, a college fair and fun. come out and support this
amazing group—the festival is free for spectators. the ad-
dress is 14900 Pennsylvania avenue, upper marlboro, mary-
land 20772. visit the mid-atlantic equitation website for
more information—http:/www.mncppcapps.org/pgparks/dis-
clhttps://www.midatlanticeq.com/.

CElEBRAtIOn OF FIFtY YEARS    

my husband, owen Johnson, Jr., and his classmates, cel-
ebrated their class of 1969 reunion at maryland state col-
lege in the richard a. henson center, 30690 university
boulevard, south Princess anne, maryland 21853. Fellow
classmates, family members, friends, honorees, administra-
tors, department heads, instructors, faculty, staff, guests and
visitors celebrated with this 50th year class reunion for the
1969 class of maryland state college, now the university
of maryland eastern shore on saturday october 12, 2019.

the board of county commissioners for somerset county,
maryland, congratulated the 1969 graduating class from the
maryland state college on their 50th anniversary with a procla-
mation. Princess anne town commissioners also congratulated
the 1969 graduating class with a proclamation. 

most of all, they held dear their graduation day. their
majors ranged from agriculture to sociology. they selected
the right things, rebuked mediocrity for superiority, developed
game plans, worked their jobs, displayed various involve-
ments, proved to be more than conquerors, and passed many
torches to their successors. 

they ascended from the background to the foreground.
they have risen from ba/bs to ms/mba to doctorate,
teachers to superintendents, employees to directors, etc. some
of them have become multi-professionals in more than one
field. like the hawk, their mascot, they have represented the
messengers of the spirit and a high intelligence quotient.

this was an evening of celebration, thought, friendship,
fellowship and glee on a beautiful campus. this special oc-
casion was designed to bring back memories and to cause
celebration of accomplishments and achievements. congrat-
ulations class of 1969 for celebration of 50 years.

the Faithful Departed Remembered

on All Souls Day, nov. 2

all souls day is the commemora-
tion of all the Faithful departed, that
is, of the souls of all who have died. It
is usually celebrated november 2. 

the catholic cemeteries of the arch-
diocese of washington commemorate
the day with mass, usually under a huge
tent. so, it will be held rain or shine. 

these are the area cemeteries where
all souls day mass will be celebrated
on saturday, nov. 2:

resurrection cemetery, 8000 wood-
yard road in clinton, will have mass
at 9 a.m. the celebrant and homilist
will be msgr. mariano balbago, Jr. In-
formation: 301-868-5141. I will be at
this mass because my husband Jack is
buried at resurrection.

mount olivet cemetery mass will
be at 9:30 a.m. with Father everett
Pearson, pastor of mount calvary
church. mount olivet is at 1300
bladensburg road, n.e., washington.
Info: 202-399-3000.

gate of heaven cemetery, 13801
georgia avenue, silver spring, will
have msgr. donald essex as celebrant/
homilist, at 9 a.m. Info: 301-871-6500.

Halloween in Morningside

trick or treaters in morningside will
be knocking on doors the night of oc-
tober 31 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  If a house
has an outside light on, it usually means
a treat will be given.

the costume contest follows but,
to participate, you must register be-
tween 8 and 8:15. Judging begins at
8:30. Prizes will be by age group.

For information, call 301-736-
2301. by the way, I do plan to have
my light on. I usually get a few ghosts
and goblins.

neighbors and Other Good People

helen greenleaf thompson died
oct. 8 at age 100. she is survived by
two children, three grandchildren, nine
great-grandchildren and eight great-
great-grandchildren. services were at
the greater morning star apostolic
ministries on ritchie marlboro road.

Judy waby (now using her surname
hansel) sent a postcard to the skyline
citizens association, from her room at
the Quality Inn in bellingham, wa.

“thanks for the newsletter—a blast
from the past.” she goes on to say what
fun it is to live where the canadian and
us flags fly together and where she can
watch canadian tv.  Judy was known
as our rebel, our agitator, back in the
years when she lived on ladd road.

the knights of columbus in
Forestville named robert Jacobs their
knight of the month for July and lester
dockery, for august. richard &
michael Peluzzo were named Family
of the month for July, and eugene &
beatrice vines, for august.

Steak Dinner at the American legion

Post 227 in brandywine invites you
to dinner on Friday, nov. 1—grilled-to-
perfection premium steak dinner with
baked potato, salad and roll!  “donation
of just $15 for this great meal.” dine in
or carry out. the Post is at 13505 cherry
tree crossing road in brandywine. 

Prescription Drug take Back Day

the national dea Prescription
drug take back is scheduled for sat-
urday, oct. 26, between 10:00 am and
2:00 pm. If you have prescription
drugs you need to dispose of, bring
them to the district Iv Police station
in the eastover shopping center, 5135
Indian head highway, oxon hill. no
questions asked. you can drop the
drugs in the box provided and they will
properly dispose of them for you. no
needles please!

Changing landscape

• the city of district heights plans
to contract for eight speed bumps. Four
placements are already accounted for
and four more are open for discussion. 

• bowie state university hosted a
groundbreaking ceremony on oct. 10
for its new center, the entrepreneurial
living and learning community.
construction is scheduled to begin in
February; the center is due to open in
July 2021.

• holy Family catholic school in hill-
crest heights was in danger of closing
only a couple of years ago. but they hung
in there. and now they have launched a
new stem (science, technology, engi-
neering and math) spacemaker lab and
program. archbishop wilton gregory
was there to cut the ribbon.

• as a longtime lover of newspapers,
I am grieved when a paper folds. this
is happening all over the country—
maybe all over the world. the excellent
Washington Post Express ran its last
free issue on “thursday 09.12.19.” It’s
a sad day for all the commuters who’ve
relied on it for the past 18 years.

Morningside Memories: 1959

gertrude langford submitted this item
for the morning–side–lines, sept. 1959:
“the women’s civic group held its first
meeting of the season on september 8.
officers elected were arletta Jennings,
president; betty king, vice president; do-
lores short, treasurer; gertrude langford,
recording secretary; and doris gardner,
correspondence secretary.”

she went on to say that david stine
gave a most informative talk about
boys’ state. and the group announced
that they’d be publishing a new town
directory as their moneymaking project
for the year.  (I use those morningside
directories all the time. they not only
have all the residents, but timelines and
lists of town officers. thank you,
women’s civic group!)

Skyline’s 50th: 1983

here are a few of the important sky-
line people and events of 1983: 

dr. alvin thornton, of elmendorf
drive, was elected president of the sky-
line citizens association.  he is now
chairman of the county Public schools
board of education.  Johnnie mae
banks, of maria ave., was crowned
homecoming Queen of towson state
university. dorothy carroll and henri-
etta tretler, both of skyline drive, were
elected officers of the Prince george’s
democrat club. Jimmy reilly, of ladd
road, was inducted into Phi theta
kappa, the national honor society for
2-year colleges.

mike longo, of lori street, died
april 29, 1983, after being struck by a
car on suitland Parkway.

and it was announced that benjamin
Foulois would no longer be a junior
high. In september it would become a
middle school (7th & 8th only). 

to be continued.

See MORnInGSIDE Page A6
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pictured with other Visionary

Award winners, Dr. tammy

Mann and Patricia McGuire.
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Hospice of the Chesapeake’s

Golf Committee stands on a

knoll near the clubhouse before

the start of the tournament.



lationship between her parents
looks like, [main character]
dejah is concerned when the
relationship with her boyfriend
becomes abusive. after one of
her closest friends betrays her,
dejah learns that she doesn’t
deserve this fate and realizes
that it’s not her fault … and
that there is something better
waiting for her.

but dejah’s tribulations form
just one aspect of this multi-lay-
ered and multi-dimensional play.
“I want everyone to find some-
one to relate to here,” says ms.
gladden. “It’s all about the ebb

and flow of family dynamics and
friendship—and ultimately,
about the choices we make …
and knowing that no decision is
final except, through god, lives
can change.”

Love is Blind features local
actors whom ms. gladden cast
herself. “I am proud that this
play, while universal in theme,
is derived from and is debuting
in our community, “she says. 

the world premiere of Love

is Blind by rhonda r. gladden
debuts at the bowie center for
the Performing arts on novem-
ber 9, 2019 at 5 p.m. For more
information or to purchase tick-
ets, visit www.bowiecenter.org.

Gladden from A1

baltImore, md. (october 18,
2019)—maryland commerce sec-
retary kelly m. schulz today ap-
plauded the state’s september pre-
liminary jobs report, which showed
maryland adding more than 10,000
jobs last month—the largest
monthly gain in more than four
years—and the state’s unemploy-
ment level falling to 3.7 percent,
which matches the lowest level in a
decade. In addition, the state’s au-
gust jobs report was revised to show
a gain of 9,000 jobs, a significant
increase from the preliminary esti-
mate of 500 new jobs.

“under governor larry hogan’s
leadership, we are continuing to
work hard to attract new companies
to the state and help our existing
maryland businesses expand and
create new jobs,” said secretary
schulz. “today’s jobs report is fur-
ther validation that the programs and
policies we have put in place to grow
our economy are working, and we

look forward to continuing this pos-
itive momentum.”

since January, the state has attracted
a number of new companies, including
helm services, an It firm bringing
200 jobs to baltimore city; kite, a bio-
pharmaceutical company which is
planning to add hundreds of jobs in
Frederick county; smithfield Foods,
the world’s largest pork processor and
hog producer which is adding 240 jobs
at their new cecil county distribution
center; and Floor and decor, a major
flooring retailer that plans to add 150
jobs at their new tradepoint atlantic
facility and will be one of the Port of
baltimore’s largest customers.

In addition, a number of existing
maryland companies announced sig-
nificant growth plans this year,  in-
cluding northrop grumman, a global
security company which is expanding
its manufacturing operations in cecil
county and plans to add 175 new jobs
over the next five years, and volvo
group north america, which is in-
vesting $43 million and adding 85
new jobs at its powertrain production
plant in hagerstown.

Maryland Commerce
Secretary Applauds
State’s Gain of 10,100
Jobs in September 
Maryland is continuing to attract new companies,

help existing companies expand
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communiTy

the American Counseling Association’s 

Counseling Corner

understanding 
why People lie

we live in a world where lying has become a fairly common
occurrence. Indeed, there are now organizations specializing
in fact checking political statements and business releases to
uncover the fabrications often presented. 

of course, it’s not just political figures or business leaders
with a monopoly on fibbing to us. lies happen in most homes,
whether it’s the little boy standing over the smashed vase he
says he didn’t break, or the teenager offering a story for why
she was two hours past curfew last night.

For many lies, the reasons are complicated. sometimes it’s
to protect the liar from being punished, or  to protect someone
else from punishment.  the lie might be to avoid being embar-
rassed, to hide an awkward situation, or to simply have others
think better of the person telling the fib.  such lying isn’t ad-
mirable, but not hard to understand why it occurs.

It’s harder to fathom why some people often tell lies with
no clear purpose and when the lies are usually easy to disprove.
researchers say there are various reasons why some people
lie compulsively.  

one is that the lie being told may not seem a lie to the
person telling it. repetitive liars can sometimes feel so much
pressure that their memory is unreliable. they try to relieve
that pressure by saying something that will make the situation
work. For that person, what was just said is what they want to
believe. the person lying may so badly want the lie to be the
truth that the lie becomes his or her actual truth.

People who lie repeatedly often have a desire to be in con-
trol. when the truth of a situation doesn’t agree with such
control, they produce a lie that does conform to the narrative
they desire. 

such people may also worry they won’t be respected if the
truth can leave them looking poorly. Instead, they offer a lie
that casts them in a good light, but they aren’t able to see that
in most cases that what they offered has no basis in reality.

It would be nice if we could believe everything we are told,
whether from that child with the broken vase or from that
politician at a political rally. but that’s not going to happen
and therefore it’s important for all of us to sometimes dig just
a little deeper and try to find the actual truth.

counseling corner is provided by the American Counseling Association.

Comments and questions to ACAcorner@counseling.org or visit the ACA

website at www.counseling.org.

business and Finance

By Press oFFIcer

MD Department of Commerce

PhotograPh by sonya colclough, 
courtesy oF bowIe center For the PerFormIng arts

the cast of Love is Blind, which debuts onstage this november

at the Bowie Center for the Performing Arts.

Ask Rusty:

Income tax on Social 
Security vs. the Earnings test

By russell gloor, 
amac certified social security advisor
Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: 

I retired from work this year (age 62) and I will receive
my first social security benefits in september. Is there a
special rule for the first year you retire that allows you to
not pay taxes on your social security since you have earned
no other income since you retired? before I retired, I earned
about $50,000, which I know is more than the usual allowed
income. signed: retired senior

Dear Retired Senior:

I’m afraid there is no such “first year” rule which exempts
you from paying income tax on your social security bene-
fits. when you file your Federal income taxes with the Irs
you will need to claim your social security (ss) benefits
as part of your income, and whether it is taxable will depend
upon whether your “modified adjusted gross income”
(magI) for the year exceeds $25,000 (if you file single) or
$32,000 (if you file married-filing jointly). “magI” includes
your taxable income from all sources (your “adjusted gross
income” from your Federal income tax return), plus any
tax-exempt interest you may have received, plus half of
your annual social security benefits. If your magI exceeds
the above levels, then up to 50% of your social security
benefits will become a part of your taxable income; or if
you exceed $34,000 (filing single) or $44,000 (filing mar-
ried-jointly) then up to 85% of your annual ss benefits will
become taxable. If you don’t exceed those levels your ss
benefits aren’t taxable as income.

however, I suspect you may be confusing income tax

on your social security benefits with another rule—social
security’s “earnings test” which, if you have not yet reached
your full retirement age, sets a limit on what you can earn
without your benefit payments being affected. If you are
collecting benefits before you have reached your full re-
tirement age and you exceed the annual earnings limit
($17,640 for 2019) social security will withhold some of
your benefits—$1 for every $2 you are over the limit. If
that is what you’re referring to then, yes, there is a special
rule for the first year you are collecting social security.
that special first year rule says that if you claim benefits
mid-year and you have not yet reached your full retirement
age, you’ll be subject to a monthly earnings test for the re-
mainder of that year, rather than the annual test. so, if your
benefits start in september, provided you don’t earn more
than $1470 in september or any month thereafter in 2019
you won’t lose any benefits. but if you do exceed that
monthly limit, even by $1, you won’t be entitled to any ss
benefits for that month. the monthly test is only in the cal-
endar year you claim benefits—it goes away for you in
2020 and you’ll be subject to the annual earnings test only
for next year. 

Please note that the earnings limits are considerably
more if you are claiming in the year you will reach your
full retirement age. If this were the year you will reach
your full retirement age, the annual limit would be
$46,920 and the monthly limit would be $3910 (these
limits change annually). however, if you stay fully retired
and don’t return to work you will not need to worry about
the social security earnings test but, depending on your
“magI,” you may need to pay income taxes on your so-
cial security benefits.

The 2 million member association of mature american citizens
(amac) (https://www.amac.us) is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy

organization that takes its marching orders from its members. This

article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent

legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations

of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National

Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation

and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security

Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a question,

visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-

visory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

baltImore, md. (october 7, 2019)—Four
maryland teachers out of only 114 nationwide
have been selected for the national history
day® program titled legacies of world war
I. meghan Jacquot teaches at yeshiva of
greater washington in silver spring, mark
malone teaches at Fort hill high school in
cumberland, kathy simmons teaches at wal-
ter Johnson high school in bethesda, and
Patrick Wilburn teaches at duval high
school in lanham. the teachers will partic-
ipate in webinars and discussions with edu-
cators from around the world to learn about
world war I and its lasting impact.

malone, simmons, and wilburn partici-
pate in maryland humanities’ maryland his-
tory day program, an affiliate of national
history day. For maryland history day, stu-
dents create original documentary films, ex-
hibits, performances, research papers, or
websites exploring a historical topic of their
choice on an annual theme. affiliates of na-
tional history day include all 50 states and
the district of columbia, american samoa,

guam, Puerto rico, the northern mariana
Islands, and international school programs
in china, south asia, and south korea.

Jacquot, malone, simmons, wilburn, and
all of the selected teachers will receive free
tuition, graduate credits, and materials for
the online program. each of national history
day’s 58 affiliates could choose teachers for
this honor. maryland history day staff at
maryland humanities selected malone, sim-
mons, and wilburn: national history day
selected Jacquot.

“as part of the commemoration of the
centennial of the great war, national his-
tory day is proud to partner with the u.s.
world war I centennial commission to help
teachers delve into the history of this global
event,” said national history day executive
director dr. cathy gorn. “mrs. Jacquot, mr.
malone, ms. simmons, and mr. wilburn will
learn about specific aspects of the war they
can take back to the classroom to ensure this
piece of global history is not forgotten.”  

this program is part of an educational
partnership with the u.s. world war I cen-
tennial commission, the gilder lehrman In-
stitute of american history, national history

day, and the national world war I museum
and memorial. this partnership will educate
both teachers and school students about
world war I through a series of more than
100 teaching events nationwide.

maryland humanities is a statewide nonprofit or-

ganization that creates and supports educational

experiences in the humanities that inspire all Mary-

landers to embrace lifelong learning, exchange

ideas openly, and enrich their communities. For

more information, visit www.mdhumanities.org.

Connect with Maryland Humanities on Facebook,

Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram. Connect with

Maryland History Day on Facebook and Twitter.

national history day® (nhd) is a non-profit or-

ganization based in College Park, Maryland, that

seeks to improve the teaching and learning of

history. The National History Day Contest was

established in 1974 and currently engages more

than half a million students every year in con-

ducting original research on historical topics of

interest. For more information, visit nhd.org.

the u.s. world war one centennial commission
was created by Congress in 2013 to provide edu-

cation programs, public outreach, and guidance

for commemorative events regarding America’s

involvement in WWI, which many see as The War

That Changed the World. The World War One

Centennial Commission is creating the National

WWI Memorial in Washington, DC through pri-

vate donation. To learn more about the World

War One Centennial Commission and its work,

visit ww1cc.org

Four Maryland teachers Selected 
for Free Educational Opportunity
Teachers in Allegany County, Montgomery County, and 
Prince George’s County Selected for legacies of world war I

By Press oFFIcer

Maryland Humanities



“Steely yet compassionate, prin-

cipled yet open to new perspec-

tives, Chairman Cummings re-

mained steadfast in his pursuit

of truth, justice, and reconcilia-

tion. It’s a tribute to his native

Baltimore that one of its own

brought such character, tact,

and resolve into the halls of

power every day. And true to the

giants of progress he followed

into public service, Chairman

Cummings stood tallest and

most resolute when our country

needed him the most.”

—President barack obama

It’s hard to express how just
how great a loss the death of eli-
jah cummings represents to the
civil rights community.

he was in the public eye
most recently for his role as
chair of the house committee
on oversight and government
reform, one of three house
committees conducting an im-
peachment inquiry of President
trump. and he will be remem-
bered for his passionate com-
mitment to integrity in our pub-
lic institutions.

his life, and his legacy, how-
ever, encompass so much more.

the many tributes to cum-
mings upon his death on thurs-
day, [october 17, 2019], noted
that his life represented the
american dream. specifically,
it represented the african amer-

ican dream. he was a child of
southern sharecroppers who
headed north as part of the
great migrations.

he was inspired to become
a lawyer by naacP national
youth director Juanita Jackson
mitchell, the first african
american woman to practice
law in maryland. under her
guidance, 11-year-old cum-
mings and other black boys
leaped into a formerly all-white
swimming pool in baltimore,
triggering mob violence that left
him with a lifelong scar.

It was the proprietor of the
drugstore where cummings
worked as a teenager who paid
his application fee to howard
university. he thrived at
howard, earning his degree in
political science in 1973 and his
law degree at university of
maryland three years later.

he entered public service in
1983 as a member of maryland’s
house of delegates. he was the
first african american to serve
as speaker Pro tempore. after
winning his seat in congress
with more than 80 percent of the
vote, he was reelected 11 times
with overwhelming majorities.

the urban league move-
ment had few greater champions
in congress than cummings,
who led major initiatives to pro-
mote economic justice, civil
rights, voter protection and edu-

cational opportunity. 
this year alone, legislation

he introduced that mirrors ur-
ban league policy includes a
proposal to facilitate partner-
ships between the small busi-
ness administration and hb-
cus to establish small business
development centers. his Pro-
moting reentry through educa-
tion in Prisons act would ease
barriers to reentry by providing
incarcerated individuals with
the educational opportunities
they need to successfully reen-
ter their communities upon re-
lease. the saFe lending act
would crack down on some of
the worst abuses of the payday
lending industry and protect
consumers from deceptive and
predatory practices that strip
wealth from working families.

he was a champion for vot-
ing rights, making an impas-
sioned plea on the house floor
against voter suppression:

“on my mother’s dying bed,
92 years old, former sharecrop-
per, her last words were, ‘do
not let them take our votes away
from us,’” he said. “she had
fought and seen people harmed,
beaten, trying to vote. talk
about inalienable rights. voting
is crucial. and I don’t give a
damn how you look at it: there
are efforts to stop people from
voting. that’s not right. this is
not russia. this is the united
states of america.”

cummings saw his responsi-
bility to conduct oversight of the
President as a constitutional im-
perative, but his responsibility
to serve his constituents as a
moral imperative. the nation
needs leaders like cummings
who are guided by honor and
comported by dignity. we grieve
his loss and offer our deepest
condolences to his family.
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my friend steven minter, who passed away
in september, was one of the groundbreaking
black public servants who broke many barriers
and opened doors for others and one of the too
unheralded but extraordinarily effective leaders
people need to know about. steve was a found-
ing undersecretary of the u.s. department of
education and longtime leader of the cleveland
Foundation, where he made an enormous dif-
ference for ohio’s children and families. the
children’s defense Fund was especially grateful
for his strong support of cdF-ohio’s work cre-
ating a level playing field for all of ohio’s chil-
dren and supporting local high school students
beating the odds. many people do not realize
what a strong role foundations play in support-
ing and strengthening their communities. as a
foundation head, university instructor and ad-
ministrator, and member of dozens of panels,
commissions, and corporate and nonprofit
boards over his long professional life, steve
was a quiet, effective force for good.

steve grew up in ohio, the oldest of eight
children in a family that emphasized service and
education. he worked three jobs to put himself
through baldwin wallace college. one of them
was washing dishes in the dining hall, where he
met his beloved wife dolly, who was working
as a waitress. as his family remembers: “theirs
was a true love story. although interracial mar-
riage was still illegal in 22 states, they were mar-
ried in 1961, the spring of dolly’s senior year.
over the 56 years of their marriage, steve and
dolly formed what they described as a ‘partner
mentality,’ sharing values of family, community,
and the belief that ‘unto whom much is given,
much is required.’”

steve’s first job after college was as a case
worker for the cuyahoga county welfare de-
partment. his family said he took that position
after he had a hard time finding a teaching job,
but what may have initially felt like a detour
“proved to be a fateful and fortuitous decision:”
it was the foundation of all he went on to do and
“his empathy for those living in poverty, confi-
dence in their ability to improve their condition,
commitment to structural change, and capacity
to mentor and convene others were all called
upon in his work.” 

he earned a master’s degree in social work from
case western university and within a few years
became the department’s first black and youngest-
ever director. that new position began giving him
national opportunities, including serving on the

commission that created head start. he was then
recruited to become the commissioner of Public
welfare of massachusetts, where he served for four
years before returning home and taking a position
at the cleveland Foundation.

Just two years later he took a leave of ab-
sence from the Foundation when President
Jimmy carter asked him to serve as undersec-
retary in the newly created u.s. department of
education. a beautiful photo shows him after
his swearing-in ceremony at the white house
with President carter and steve’s handsome
large family, including his parents and several
of his brothers who served in vietnam in uni-
form. as steve helped organize the newly
founded department he put key frameworks into
place for our nation’s children, including title
I, intended to provide special funding to low
income schools.

at the end of the carter administration steve
returned to the cleveland Foundation. he served
first as a program officer, then as associate di-
rector, and in 1984 became the Foundation’s
executive director and president. as the first
black leader of a community foundation his
family says steve “quietly but firmly insisted
on minority access to and participation in the
city’s institutional life” as the Foundation fo-
cused on key needs in public education, housing,
health care, and jobs. under his leadership the
Foundation supported neighborhood revitaliza-
tion, public school improvement, and the rede-
velopment of cleveland’s famous Playhouse
square and were early funders of aIds public
health initiatives. after retiring from the Foun-
dation steve spent 15 years as executive-in-res-
idence and fellow at the center for nonprofit
Policy and Practice at the levin college of ur-
ban affairs at cleveland state university and
continued serving on many commissions and
boards, receiving honors, awards, and recogni-
tions all along the way.

I am especially grateful for my family’s
longtime friendship with steve, dolly, and their
daughters michele minter, caroline minter
hoxby, and robyn minter smyers. steve stayed
at our home in washington when he worked
for the department of education. my husband
Peter and I shared an especially memorable va-
cation hiking in the swiss alps with steve and
dolly and I am so glad our children are now
carrying on the connections to the next genera-
tion. today michele serves as vice Provost of
Institutional equity and diversity at Princeton
university, caroline is a professor of economics
at stanford university, and robyn is a Partner
and executive committee member at thomp-
son hine llP as all three carry on their won-
derful parents’ rich legacy of excellence and
service. they are a final reflection of steven
minter’s well-lived life. 

Marion Wright Edelman
President Emerita, 

Children’s Defense Fund

ChildWatch:

Celebrating the

Servant leadership

of Steven Minter

Marc Morial
President and CEO, National Urban League

to Be Equal:

the Urban league
Movement Has Had 
Few Greater Champions
in Congress than 
Elijah Cummings 
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• the town partnered with boy scouts, local
green schools, salah al din temple, and the ma-
sonic lodge on community cleanups and adopt
a stream initiatives.

• solar panels have been installed at town
hall and the Police department buildings.

the city of hyattsville was honored as this
year’s 2019 sustainability champion, amassing
an impressive 535 points on their application,
more than any other community in 2019. other
Prince george’s county communities honored
with recertification in 2019 include the town of
bladensburg, the city of bowie, the city of col-
lege Park, the town of colmar manor, and the
town of edmonston.

according to mike hunninghake, Program
manager for sustainable maryland, “this year’s
seventeen sustainable maryland certified com-
munities, a record number since the program’s
inception in 2011, represent a broad and deep
commitment to addressing the environmental
challenges of our time. we are pleased to recog-
nize the green teams, elected officials, and mu-
nicipal staff that are working hard every day en-
sure a sustainable future for their communities,
our state, and our planet.”

sustainable maryland certification: to achieve
certification, municipalities are required to form
a green team comprised of local residents, com-
munity leaders, municipal staff and officials; com-
plete a variety sustainability-related actions worth
a total of at least 150 points (including two
mandatory actions and two of six priority actions),
and submit the appropriate documentation as ev-
idence that the sustainable maryland certified
requirements have been satisfied. the sustainable
maryland action menu can be seen here:
http://sustainablemaryland.com/actions-certifica-
tion/actions/.

the complete list of 2019 newly certified
(denoted by *) and re-certified communities in-
cludes: city of annapolis (anne arundel
county, certified in 2013 and 2016); town of
bladensburg (Prince george’s county, first cer-

tified in 2013 and re-certified in 2016); city of
bowie (Prince george’s county, certified in
2013 and re-certified in 2016); town of brent-
wood*, town of capitol heights*, city of col-
lege Park (Prince george’s county, first certi-
fied in 2013 and re-certified in 2016); town of
colmar manor (Prince george’s county, first
certified in 2016); town of edmonston  (Prince
george’s county,  first certified in 2013 and
re-certified in 2016); city of Frederick (Fred-
erick county, first certified in 2013 and re-cer-
tified in 2016); city of gaithersburg (mont-
gomery county, first certified in 2013 and
re-certified in 2016); city of havre de grace
(harford county,  first certified in ); city of
hyattsville (Prince george’s county, first cer-
tified in 2013 and re-certified in 2016); town
of middletown (Frederick county, first certified
in 2016); city of new carrollton *; town of
ocean city (worcester county, first certified
in 2016); city of salisbury (wicomico county,
first certified in 2013 and re-certified in 2016);
town of thurmont (Frederick county, first cer-
tified in 2016).

sustainable maryland is an initiative of the En-

vironmental Finance Center at the University of

Maryland that is designed to support Maryland’s

157 municipalities as they look for cost-effective

and strategic ways to protect their natural assets

and revitalize their communities. Using best prac-

tices in resource areas like water, energy, plan-

ning, health, food, and economy, a municipality

can earn points toward sustainability certifica-

tion. Sustainable Maryland offers a customizable

menu of concrete actions, allowing communities

to select initiatives that best fit their specific

needs. This free and voluntary program, with the

support of the Maryland Municipal League and

the US Environmental Protection Agency helps

communities choose a direction for their greening

efforts; complete their chosen actions with help

from program tools, trainings, expert guidance,

and other resources; and be recognized statewide

for their accomplishments. For more information

about Sustainable Maryland: www.sustainable-

maryland.com

Sustainable from A1



many marylanders will enjoy a variety spe-
cial amusement buildings to celebrate hal-
loween this october. It is important to keep in
mind that these structures have unique fire
safety requirements in order to create an en-
joyable and safe environment for everyone.

“smoke machines, dim lighting, cramped
corridors, and loud noises can create true terror
for patrons if a fire occurs within a haunted
house attraction,” said state Fire marshal brian
s. geraci. “It is important for both owners and
attendees to be vigilant when it comes to fire
safety requirements at these venues.”

as you and your family and friends attend
the haunted houses located across maryland
this fall, look out for the following fire and life
safety provisions.

• approved automated sprinkler and smoke
detection systems throughout the structure.

• at least two means of egress on every oc-
cupied floor, located as remote as possible from
each other. these exits should be clearly marked
by directional signage that is illuminated for
enhanced visibility. 

• unoccupied floors and areas should be se-
cured against unauthorized entry.

• doors and passageways that are not an exit
should be identified as “no exIt” to eliminate
confusion. every effort should be made to pre-
vent occupants from accidentally traveling into
a dead-end space in a fire emergency.

• Interior stairs and other vertical openings
between floors should be properly enclosed,
sealed, or otherwise protected against possible
fire spread.

• decorations, furnishings, and equipment

should not obstruct, impair, or detract attention
from the visibility or use of an exit. an exit
cannot be a part of a mirrored wall. 

• when the sprinkler or smoke detection sys-
tems activate, all conflicting sounds and visuals
from the attraction should stop. emergency light-
ing should also activate during this time. 

• the structure must use non-combustible
or limited-combustible materials such as gyp-
sum wallboard, metal studs, brick, concrete
block, etc. extensive use of exposed plywood,
wood paneling, or wood frame partitions can
contribute to the ignition, spread and intensity
of a fire.

• smoking and the use of fireworks or open
flame devices like cigarette lighters, candles,
and kerosene heaters and lamps are prohibited
inside or around the outside of the building.
signs indicating these restrictions should be
clearly posted. 

• one portable fire extinguisher should be
located every 75 feet within the structure and
located near exit signs. 

• a crowd manager should be present at all
hours of operation and occupancy guidelines
must be met to avoid dangerous overcrowding. 

• all exits must be unlocked and accessible
at all times. they should be operational without
the use of a key, tool, or special knowledge. 

For more information about the life safety
code, visit nFPa.org or visit www.nfpa.org/
codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-
of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=101.

The Office of the State Fire Marshal is an agency

of the Department of State Police dedicated to

helping protect citizens from fire and explosion

through a comprehensive program of education,

inspection, investigation and fire protection engi-

neering.  For more information on fire safety call

1-800-525-3124, log onto our website at

https://mdsp.maryland.gov/ firemarshal/, and/or

our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

MarylandStateFireMarshal/
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ouT on the Town

DEA Drug take Back Day 

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 
10 a.m.–2 p.m.  

description: safely and responsibly dispose of un-
used or expired medications. Pet meds are also
accepted, however needles/sharps and aerosol

medications will not be accepted. 
location: bowie Police department lobby, 

lower level of bowie city hall, 
15901 excalibur rd, bowie, md 20716

contact: 240-544-5792, coPs@cityofbowie.org

First Annual Hard Bargain (Fall) Farm Day

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 
11 a.m.–4 p.m. 

description: come explore our beautiful 330-
acre riverfront working farm and participate in
our educational activities, including wetland ex-
ploration, hayrides, meeting our farm animals,
butter-making and more! Pack your own trash-
free lunch and enjoy a picnic on the farm. addi-
tional food and refreshment options will be avail-
able for purchase.
cost: adults (12 and over): $5, aFF adult

members: $3; children (under 12):
Free Register at eventbrite.

ages: all ages are welcome.
location: hard bargain Farm environmental

campus, 2201 bryan Point road, 
accokeek, md 20607 

contact: specialevents@fergusonfoundation.org

lean On Me: 

José James Celebrates Bill Withers

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 
8–10 p.m.

description: celebrating the 80th birth year of
the legendary r&b singer songwriter, blue note

recording artist José James presents “lean on
me: José James celebrates bill withers.” vetted
personally by mr. withers himself, the show is
an exploration of the deep musical catalogue that
touched millions of hearts and united communi-
ties worldwide. Featuring withers’ top ten hits
as well as his soul ballads and rare grooves,
James brings both a deep musical appreciation
and a contemporary approach to songs such as
“ain’t no sunshine,” “hope she’ll be happier,”
and “Just the two of us.”
cost: tickets: $30/person, $25/person for

seniors, students, and groups of 20 or
more. get tickets through Parksdirect,
or call 301-277-1710.

ages: all ages are welcome
location: Publick Playhouse, 5445 landover

road, cheverly, md 20784
contact: 301-277-1710; tty 301-699-2554

Jug Bay 10K/5K Run for Wildlife 

and 3K Fun Walk

date and time: saturday, november 2, 2019,
9–10:30 a.m.

description: together, the m-ncPPc’s Patuxent
river Park and the maryland department of natural
resources’ merkle wildlife sanctuary comprise
over 3,500 acres along the banks of the Patuxent
river. the river and its shores are home to an in-
credible variety of wildlife. Proceeds from the run
and walk directly support projects, research, and
education in the Patuxent river watershed.
cost: advance: 10k: $30, 5k: $25, 3k: $20.

Prices increase by $5 on race day.
location: Patuxent river Park, 

16000 croom airport road, 
upper marlboro, md 20772

contact: 301-627-7755
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Haunted House Safety
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for this Halloween
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Office of the State Fire Marshal

trunk & treat! at Baden Community Center

date and time: Friday, october 25, 2019, 7–8:30 p.m.
This event sells out quickly—register early!

description: an evening of fun for little goblins! enjoy costume
and trunk decorating contests, hay rides, s’mores, spooky spaces
to walk thru and carnival rides!  enter the contests for best costume
and best Family trunk!
cost: resident: $7; non-resident: $9 (at the door)
ages: 10 and under with families
location: baden community center, 13601 baden-westwood

road, brandywine, md 20613
contact: 301-888-1500; tty 301-699-2544

Xtreme teens: All things Glow teen Halloween Party

date and time: Friday, october 25, 2019, 7–10 p.m.
All participants must have a signed specialized activity permission

slip to attend.

description: calling all ghouls and goblins! Join us for the spookiest
bash of the season! enjoy dancing, a costume contest, and ghoulish
food and drinks! come dressed in your favorite costume for a
chance to win a prize!
cost: Free with m-ncPPc youth Id
ages: 10–16
location: mount rainier nature/recreation center, 

4701 31st Place, mount rainier, md 20712
contact: 301-927-2163; tty 301-699-2544

Halloween Spooktacular

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 2 p.m.
description: Join us for an afternoon filled with activities, snacks,
and our famous costume contest cosponsored by the laurel lions.
come dressed to be judged, winners will a receive a prize.
cost: Free
ages: all ages are welcome
location: robert J. diPietro community center, 7901 

cypress street, laurel, md 20707
contact: 301-725-7800

trick-or-treat at laurel Shopping Center

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 1 p.m.–3 p.m.
description: laurel shopping center will host a halloween-themed
event for children in the community on saturday, october 26th
from 1-3pm with trick-or-treat stops at participating stores! In ad-
dition to trick-or-treat, this event will include balloon twisting,
strolling magic and the opportunity to check out a kid-friendly
walk through the haunt. be sure to enjoy lunch with your hungry
ghouls and goblins before or after your stroll through the center!
cost: Free—registration is required for kids only

ages: ages 12 and under
location: laurel shopping center

910 Fairlawn avenue, laurel, md 20707 
register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/trick-or-treating-at-

laurel-shopping-center-tickets-76115665003

Calabash Carnage: Family Pumpkin Carving

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 2–4 p.m. 
description: you and your family are invited to join us to celebrate
halloween and have lots of fun at our pumpkin-carving workshop!
use your imagination and create your own designs. don’t worry
about the mess—leave that to us!
cost: Free admission. $5 per pumpkin
ages: all ages are welcome
location: brentwood arts exchange, 3901 rhode Island 

avenue, brentwood, md 20722
contact: 301-277-2863; tty 301-699-2544

Hyattsville Halloween Block Party

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 5–10 p.m. 
description: come out saturday to have some fun on gallatin
street! Pyramid atlantic art center will kick off the festivities
at 5 p.m. with a return of the popular “monster mashup” print-
making activity. stop by the city Police dept. for “trunk or
treat” in the station parking lot. then head to vigilante coffee
company’s halloween bash at 6 p.m., featuring the roaming
rooster food truck, dJ trev, count trickula magic show, and
more—15% of sales at vigilante will be donated to cleaning up
our local waterways at the anacostia watershed.  
cost: Free admission
ages: all ages are welcome
location: various locations, 4300 block of gallatin st, 

hyattsville, md 20781

2nd Annual trunk-or-treat on Main Street!

date and time: saturday, october 26, 2019, 6–8:30 p.m.
description: come out for the 2nd annual town of upper marlboro
trunk-or-treat event along main street in downtown upper marl-
boro! the night will be filled with music, decorated cars and main
street shops giving out candy, games, a costume parade, and more!
this event is being organized by the town of upper marlboro
volunteer events committee.  event Parking is available at the
water street parking lot, across from the 7-eleven. *note main
street will be closed from water street to Pratt street in downtown
upper marlboro for this event*
cost: Free
ages: all ages are welcome!
location: main street, downtown upper marlboro

A Harbor Halloween

date and time: sunday, october 27, 2019, 1–4 p.m. 
description: Join us on the Plaza for our annual harbor halloween.
bring kids 12 and under to this free event with trick-or-treating
(1–3p.m.), national harbor chefs pumpkin carving contest (3 p.m.),
movie Hocus Pocus (1:30 p.m.), and more! 
cost: Free
ages: 12 and under
location: national harbor Plaza, 

national harbor blvd, oxon hill, md 20745

Greenbelt Halloween Costume Contest and Parade

date and time: wednesday, october 30, 4:30 p.m. sharp–9 p.m. 
description: come dressed in your finest halloween costume!
Prizes will be rewarded to contestants with the most innovative
costume in their category: Funny, spooky, original, superhero/
comic, Princess/Fairy, and group/Family. this year could be yours
to win, so come out in style! greenbelt recreation will partner
with greenbelt Police for the 2nd annual trunk-or-treat. refresh-
ments and a spooky film at old greenbelt theatre will wrap up the
evening after contest winner announcements. 4 p.m.: Parade lineup,
begins at south end of roosevelt center at tunnel under crescent
road; 5:30 p.m.: costume awards given in old greenbelt theatre;
6 p.m.: movie begins in old greenbelt theatre.
cost: Free
ages: all ages are welcome!
 location: roosevelt center, centerway, greenbelt, md 20770

Halloween Family Fun night

date and time: thursday, october 31, 2019, 6:30–9 p.m. 
Pre-registration is required by Friday, October 25, 2019

description: experience halloween in a friendly and safe environ-
ment with games, arts & crafts, candy, costumes & more!  wIn a
prize for the most creative costume! all activities, candy & treat
bags included in the ticket cost. Parents/guardians must stay with
their children during the event.
cost: resident: $8; non-resident: $11. after registration

deadline: resident: $12; non-resident: $16.
Purchase through Parks direct

ages: all ages are welcome. children age 2 & younger are
Free with paying adult

location: Prince george’s sports & learning complex, 
8001 sheriff rd, landover, md 20785

contact: 301-583-2582; tty 301-699-2544

Have a Happy and safe Halloween!
For easy and effective halloween safety tips that you can 
share with your kids for a safe and injury-free outing, visit

www.safekids.org/tip/halloween-safety-tips.
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Your guide to spooky fun happening throughout the County

this week—no tricks, just treats for the whole family!

Halloween Happenings!

more!


