
bowie, Md. (oct. 6, 2022)—
as traditional teacher education
programs in the region and
across the nation cope with en-
rollment declines, bowie state
university has been steadily in-
creasing the number of students
enrolled in bachelors’ education
programs growing from 221
students in 2018 to 319 in 2021,
almost a 50 percent jump.

“our education programs at
bowie state are trending up-
ward dispelling the local and
national trends that show less
students majoring in educa-
tion,” said Dr. rhonda Jeter,
dean of the college of educa-
tion (coe).  “the primary rea-
son for our success is that we
nurture and support our students
who choose a career in educa-
tion and offer a high-quality
program at an affordable price,”
she said.  “we also network and
have developed strong partner-

ships with local county school
systems so that they’re familiar
with our curriculum and degree
programs.”

Maryland, like almost all
states across the nation, is facing
a teacher shortage. since 2012,
students pursuing education de-
grees in the state has plummeted
by 33 percent and teacher va-
cancies have substantially in-
creased due to retirement and
other factors compounded by
the coviD pandemic

bowie state university con-
tinues to focus on the critical
need to attract high caliber stu-
dents to its education programs
to help fill the teacher void in
the state.  this is particularly
important since the majority of
Maryland’s new teachers are
not representative of the student
demographics in the state which
have grown more diverse in re-
cent years. Maryland’s public

upper Marlboro, Md.
(oct. 6, 2022)—a steady drizzle
did little to dampen the spirits
of the 125 or so residents and
dignitaries who stood at the foot
of the iconic robert crain high-
way Monument on the morning
of saturday, oct. 1, 2022. in de-
fiance of the rain brought to
Maryland by hurricane ian, the
attendees were assembled at the
request of the upper Marlboro
historical committee to cele-
brate the centennial anniversary
of the construction of the mon-
ument and to re-create an origi-
nal photograph that was taken
some 100 years earlier, in sep-
tember 1922.

other event photos can be ac-
cessed at this link:
https://onedrive.live.com/?au
thkey=%21aD1vcfmerf
zluXQ&id=1943acb677D094
e5%21398&cid=1943acb677
D094e5

arguably the biggest smile
among the large group that stood
at old crain highway and Main
street belonged to Melanie
Miller, daughter of the late
Maryland senate president
thomas v. “Mike” Miller, Jr.,
whose 27th legislative district
included calvert, charles, and
prince george's counties. the
immensely popular clinton,
Maryland native, who served in
the senate from 1975 to 2020
and was its president from 1987
to 2020, passed away in January
2021.

“My dad would have been so

proud to be here today,” a beam-
ing Melanie Miller said, just mo-
ments before the united states
naval academy band played the
star-spangled banner. “he ac-
tually found the old photo that
was originally taken in 1922 and
gave it to the town. he encour-
aged the town to hold a centen-
nial celebration this year, and
i’m sad he couldn’t actually be
here to participate in it. but i
know he was looking down and
watching with a proud grin on
his face.”

although the longtime loqua-
cious senate president wasn’t
physically present for the mon-
ument’s centennial celebration,
which took place inside trinity
episcopal church on church
street in upper Marlboro fol-
lowing the photo re-enactment,
a host of dignitaries was on hand
to offer congratulatory remarks
and present town of upper
Marlboro Mayor sarah franklin
with official proclamations rec-
ognizing the occasion.

among those who filled the
trinity episcopal church meet-
ing room stage were senator
ronald watson, Delegate Mar-
vin holmes, college park city
councilperson Denise Mitchell,
anne arundel county chief of
staff Dr. Kai boggess debruin,
calvert county administrator
Mark willis, charles county
commission president reuben
collins, st. Mary’s county Dis-
trict 3 commissioner John e.
o’connor, and Maryland trans-
portation secretary Jim ports.
baltimore city Mayor brandon
scott offered pre-recorded con-

gratulatory remarks.
other speakers included up-

per Marlboro historical com-
mittee chair patti callicott and
vice chair evelyn stephens,
town archivist brian callicott,
town clerk John hoatson,
town administrator Kyle sny-
der, and Mayor franklin.

“this is a very special day
for our town,” Mayor franklin
said. “people have driven or
walked past this monument
every day for the past 100 years
and didn’t know its story in the
town’s economy and commu-
nity. this event served as a re-
minder of how the town of up-
per Marlboro has been
connecting people throughout
Maryland for over a century.”

the original september 1922
celebration and parade would
forever change the town of up-
per Marlboro and its future. the
Merchants and Manufacturers
association of baltimore had
decided that southern Maryland
was a hot spot for trading and
other business opportunities.
the association and political fig-
ures in southern Maryland cre-
ated a route which would con-
nect baltimore to southern
Maryland counties.

the original program from
that 1922 ceremony tells of the
events leading up to that cele-
bration. a train brought mem-
bers of the association, the
Mayor of baltimore, and hun-
dreds of baltimoreans onto up-
per Marlboro’s Main street for
the celebration. leading figures
in the day’s ceremony were al-
bert c. ritchie, then-governor

of MD; Mr. and Mrs. robert
crain, for whom crain highway
was named; John n. Mackall, of
the Maryland state roads com-
mission; and the honorable w.
f. broening, then Mayor of bal-
timore.

as part of that observance,
five young women representing
each of the five counties partic-
ipated in a flag ceremony along
with the city of baltimore. gov-
ernor ritchie assured everyone
that the flags would be pre-
served in baltimore’s city hall
as a constant reminder of the
meaning of the regional cere-
mony.

originally, robert crain
highway was a narrow, twisted
dirt path passable only by horse-
drawn vehicles. this vital link
between the two cities was im-
proved with $250,000 from the
Maryland legislature to com-
plete a better road. on oct. 22,
1927, the robert crain highway
opened for the first time, allow-
ing baltimore and southern
Maryland counties to trade.

“i wasn’t personally there for
that ribbon-cutting,” joked
Maryland transportation secre-
tary ports, “but i am very proud
of the role this road has played
for the past 100 years in our
state, socially and economically.
Maryland’s excellent transporta-
tion network is an economic en-
gine across our great state, and
nowhere has that been more ev-
ident than with robert crain
highway. i congratulate the
town of upper Marlboro for to-
day’s special centennial celebra-
tion.”

largo, Md. (oct. 5, 2022)—
the prince george’s county
Department of public works
and transportation (Dpw&t)
is continuing its litter and mow-
ing blitz initiative that officially
launched on september 19,
2022, throughout the county.
the county is cleaning trash
from collector and arterial road-
ways, as well as increasing the
frequency of mowing and street
sweeping, over a 120-day pe-
riod as part of a sustained effort
to improve the overall aesthetics
and environmental cleanliness
of prince george’s county.   

“in order to keep our com-
munities clean and aesthetically

appealing, we must all work to-
gether and do our part, and we
are hopeful that residents will
join us in our beautification ef-
forts,” said county executive
angela alsobrooks. “the truth
of the matter is, litter doesn’t
grow like grass. we all have a
role to play in making sure that
prince george’s county re-
mains the crown Jewel of
Maryland.”  

for litter collection,
Dpw&t is moving from col-
lection every two weeks on the
off ramps of i-95/495 and u.s.

largo, Md. (oct. 6, 2022)—the prince
george’s county Memorial library system
(pgcMls) commemorates the contributions
of indigenous communities to architecture and
history with guide to indigenous Maryland,
a mobile app (ios and android) and website
(indigenousMD.info) developed by Mary-

land’s public libraries under the auspices of
the Maryland state library agency (Msla)
and pgcMls. this free educational resource
provides an exciting entry point for Marylan-
ders of all ages to learn about the history of
local native and indigenous peoples. 

“this native american Day, DMv resi-
dents are invited to download guide to in-
digenous Maryland and take a driving or vir-
tual tour of culturally significant native

american and indigenous sites,” said nicholas
a. brown, acting co-chief executive of the
prince george’s county Memorial library
system.

the guide leads users on a tour of 21 cu-
rated sites throughout Maryland that reflect
how native american and indigenous heritage
is integral to local history and contemporary
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Guide to Indigenous Maryland, a mobile app (iOS and Android)
and website (IndigenousMD.info) developed by Maryland’s
public libraries under the auspices of the Maryland State Li-
brary Agency (MSLA) and PGCMLS

By silvana Quiroz 
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Town of Upper Marlboro Successfully Re-Creates
Historic 1922 Crain Highway Monument Photo
“People have driven or walked past this monument every day for the past 100 years
and didn’t know its story in the Town’s economy and community.”

Bowie State Shows
Dramatic Growth in
Students Majoring in
Education
Enrollment Increases Buck Regional and National
Trends
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Harbor Halloween Returns to National Harbor
Fun includes community Trick-or-Treating, waterfront
activities, chef pumpkin carving contest, a Halloween movie,
a Pet Pawrade and more!  
national harbor, Md. (oct. 4, 2022)—harbor halloween returns to
national harbor on sunday, october 30 with a fun lineup of spooktacular
fun for the whole family with halloween activities from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.

the day starts with trick-or-treating at select restaurants and retailers
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. children are encouraged to wear their halloween
costumes and visit the restaurants and retailers. the list of participating
restaurants and retailers is available at https://www.nationalharbor.com/
blog/halloween-at-the-harbor/.

a variety of activities will take place on the waterfront (150 national
plaza, national harbor)  the children’s halloween classic movie, hocus
pocus, is being shown at 1 p.m. on the plaza big screen. at 2:30 p.m., fol-
lowing the movie, multiple national harbor restaurant chefs and artists will
compete in a pumpkin carving contest. spectators are encouraged to watch
the many creative pumpkin transformations and vote for their favorites. af-
terwards, the carved pumpkins will be auctioned off to benefit hero Dogs.
while the pumpkins are being carved, national harbor will host a pet
pawrade. bring your pet in costume to the waterfront plaza where everyone
will line up for a short parade. prizes will be given for best costume, most
creative costume and more.

also from noon to 2 p.m., children in costume get a free ride on the
capital wheel and carousel with the purchase of adult admission. (limit
two free children per one adult admission. valid for children ages 10 and un-
der.)

for more information on harbor halloween, visit
www.nationalharbor.com/events/harbor-halloween/. for more information
on national harbor, visit www.nationalharbor.com.

Prince George’s County Among Winners for
2022 Green Fleet Awards
largo, Md. (oct. 6, 2022)—prince george’s county’s office of central
services (ocs) proudly announces the selection of prince george’s county’s
fleet program as an awardee for the 2022 green fleet awards. each year,
government-operated fleets are evaluated and selected for their high-perfor-
mance operations in areas related to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
(ghg). this year, the county’s fleet program was ranked #27 among the
nation’s top fleets.

“continuing to receive this award is a constant reminder that prince
george’s county is a leader in our region on transportation and clean energy,”
said prince george’s county executive angela alsobrooks. “we are contin-
uing to move toward our goal of providing innovative transportation solutions
for our county while reducing emissions and improving air quality.”

recently, the county’s fleet program placed in the top 50 of the nation’s
largest fleet membership association, nafa, with more than 2,000 national
fleet members who come from corporations, public safety (law enforcement,
fire departments), education (universities and K–12 school systems), gov-
ernments agencies (federal, state, municipal, provincial), utilities, and any
other entity that uses fleet vehicles in its normal conduct of business.

“as an agency with sustainability as a core focus, this award represents
our on-going commitment and execution toward use of alternative fuels and
adoption of hybrid and electric vehicles to reduce our fuel consumption and
greenhouse gas emissions for a healthier prince george’s county,” said
Jonathan butler, office of central services Director.

the green fleet award is a prestigious honor and speaks to the excellence
of the county’s fleet service operation. county executive alsobrooks has
made it a priority to reduce countywide greenhouse gas or carbon emissions
by 80% below 2008 levels by 2050. the county has developed a reputation
for leading the way in sustainable practices, being among the first to have
electric and hybrid vehicles as well as fuel efficiency standards. Division
Manager rick hilmer has led the fleet Division for more than twenty years,
resulting in the division contributing to the reception of this award each year.
in addition, this year’s recognition includes the efforts of the Department of
public works & transportation and the sustainable energy Division, with
the installation of public purpose charging and solar carports at county facil-
ities.

for more information about the 2022 green fleet awards, and to view a
full list of winners, visit the nafa website
(https://www.nafa.org/awards/green-fleet-awards/green-fleet-awards-2021/).
for more information about the office of central services, visit the ocs
website (https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/807/central-services).

—Eboni A Blair, Office of Central Services

District 2 Council Member Taveras Lauds
Renaming of Adelphi Middle School to Honor First
Latin American Woman Supreme Court Justice
Adelphi Middle School to be Renamed Sonia Sotomayor
Middle School at Adelphi

prince george’s county council Member Deni taveras (D) – District 2, is
looking forward to a bright future for county students as adelphi Middle
school is renamed sonia sotomayor Middle school at adelphi.

the pgcps board of education approved a motion to honor the inspiring
accomplishments of supreme court Justice sonia sotomayor by renaming
the school during a recent special meeting. 

A2 — October 13 — October 19, 2022 — The Prince George’s Post

TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
Around the CountyIn & Around Morningside-Skyline by Mary Mchale  301-735-3451

Brandywine-Aquasco audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

TRIBUTE TO HONOREE R. OWEN JOHNSON, JR.
r. owen Johnson, Jr. is a lifelong resident of prince

george’s county, Maryland. born to an itinerant pastor and
housewife, he and his siblings learned young the importance
of being accountable, responsible, and empathetic citizens.

he is a graduate of the historic frederick Douglass high
school in upper Marlboro, Maryland and received his bs
degree in physical education from the university of Mary-
land eastern shore (uMes). owen received a master’s de-
gree in education from national louis university (evanston,
illinois) and graduated from the united states sergeants
Majors academy (fort bliss, texas.)

he and audrey turner Johnson have been married for 49
years. together they have helped others including a stint in
the peace corps, venezuela, south america from
1974–1976. when they returned to the united states, owen
went back to his roots and began a career with the prince
george’s county public schools where he progressed from
teaching health, science, and physical education to athletic
Director, vice principal, Dean of academic and student af-
fairs and eventually county supervision for physical edu-
cation, Dance, and interscholastic athletic programs. he
retired after 33 distinguished years serving the children of
prince george’s county and did not hesitate to say “yes”
when asked to run and was elected to the prince george’s
county public schools board of education. he was a board
member for four years, including one year as chairperson.
for eight years, he chaired the excellence in education
foundation for prince george’s county public schools. he
is a member of the board of advisors for university of
Maryland eastern shore (uMes) and is active in its alumni
association. he is also a board member of the university
system of Maryland foundation, inc.

owen also served his country as a member of the united
states national guard retiring after 24 years with the rank
of sergeant Major. his work with the national guard in-
cluded assignments in washington, Dc., Kingston, Jamaica,
reisterstown, Maryland, ft. gordon, georgia and ft. Jack-
son, south carolina. he was Director of the District of co-
lumbia national guard’s capital guardian youth challenge
academy in 2010 where his uncompromising desire for ex-
cellence resulted in the official opening of a new faculty
two years earlier than had been projected.

owen has been recognized as the prince george’s county
basketball coach of the year and inducted into the Maryland
state athletic Directors association hall of fame. his Mil-
itary recognitions include the army achievement Medal 4
oak leaf cluster, Defense Meritorious service Medal, and
commanding general’s award for achievement. recogni-

tion by uMes includes induction in the hall excellence for
lifetime achievement in community service (2017) and
Mid-eastern athletic conference Distinguished alumni
(2020).

owen abides by the mantra that success, though sweet,
means nothing if not used to help others. he is a member of
clinton united Methodist church in clinton, Maryland
where he is a lay servant and choir member. he participated
in three united Methodist church volunteer Mission trips.
he is a volunteer for habitat for humanity and christmas
in april. he is an active member of the brandywine north
Keys association.

while a student at uMes, owen joined Kappa alpha
psi fraternity. in retirement he has delivered on the com-
munity service expectation by charting the upper Marl-
boro/waldorf alumnae chapter of Kappa alpha psi frater-
nity, inc. and becoming a life member of the grand chapter
of Kappa alpha psi fraternity. owen believes strongly in
the words of Kappa alpha psi elder watson Diggs, “to un-
derstand the heart and mind of a person, look not at what he
has achieved, but at what he aspires to.”  owen’s accom-
plishments, though many, are simply a reflection of his un-
derstanding that success is a result of aspiring to help others,
which he does daily.

owen proudly attributes his personal accomplishments
to the loving support of his wife, audrey, and his family
and the community at large. information taken from Morgan
state university southern Maryland alumni chapter awards
program. 

VETERAN AFFAIRS LOGISTICS
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

the Maryland center at bowie state university along
with students and professors from the Departments of tech-
nology and security and nursing have joined with cog-
nosante, a technology transformation company, to develop,
deliver and sustain supply chain management systems for
medical logistics as part of the veteran affairs healthcare
enterprise logistics Modernization (helM) program. a $9
million award was provided to the Maryland center as a
subcontract of cognosante to support bsu’s engagement in
the project. 

the va helM project aims to improve productivity and
reliability of va assets and equipment while reducing costs
in a safe sustainable manner. bowie state is the only hbcu
to have students involved in the massive system-wide va
technology modernization. MeDia contact:  David
thompson, dlthompson@bowiestate.edu, 301-860-4311. 

Remembering a heroic baby-sitter
and house fire on Maple Road 

as you know, i like Morningside
Memories.  here’s one Jean nichols gave
me recently.  it’s a weathered clipping
from the washington Daily news dated
December (no day or year), headlined
babysitter saves four children.

“a baby-sitter caring for the four chil-
dren of Mr. and Mrs. robert college at
504 Maple road, Morningside, while
they worked yesterday, led the young-
sters to safety after fire started in a bed-
room, prince george’s police said.

“the babysitter, shirley nichols, 17,
who lives nearby on allies road, said
she had no trouble leading tom 9, Joseph
6, paul 5, and nancy 3 through the thick
smoke and into the street.

police said one of the children had
apparently been playing with matches.
there was no estimate of the damage,
mainly to the upstairs.”

Jean told me shirley nichols is still
with us.  i’m sure she remembers that
night.

Town of Morningside
if you want to know what’s going on

and what’s coming up in Morningside,
you can attend the october town Meet-
ing, tuesday, oct. 18, 7 p.m. at the Mu-
nicipal center.  

some upcoming things are trunk-or-
treat/Movie night on saturday, oct. 29;
senior luncheon, nov. 17; and santa’s
breakfast, Dec. 10.  for information, call
301-736-2300.

Neighbors & other good people
Dee eskew, who grew up in Morn-

ingside, is back home in Dunkirk after
surgery at Johns hopkins.  put her in
your prayers as she recovers.

audrey pridgen-Maclean grew up in
skyline, daughter of col. aubrey prid-
gen, got married and moved down the
street from me on skyline Drive.  she
retired from surratts-clinton library and
now lives with daughter Kendra and her
husband anthony and their baby Jerome.
they have just moved from burke to
front royal, virginia.

Dr. Judith Moore Kelly, 78, of
forestville, died sept. 23 at her home.
she was an educator in the Dc schools

for 28 years and had a second career as
an educational consultant.  she is sur-
vived by daughter tamisha, two grand-
daughters and brother erskine burgin.
a Memorial service was at st. christo-
pher’s episcopal church in new car-
rollton.  

Places to go and things to do
head down to st. Mary’s county fair-

grounds for the 56th annual u.s. oyster
festival, oct. 15–16, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
saturday; 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. sunday.  $15
at the gate or $20 for a 2-day pass; ten &
under, free.  sibling rivalry fiddle band,
corn hole contest, scavenger hunt, face
painting, o’grady Quinlan irish Dance,
oyster shucking contest and loads more.
info: 301-863-5015.  

the 64th washington international
horse show will be at the show place
arena in upper Marlboro oct. 24–30
with thrilling five-star international
jumping, top hunters, entertaining exhi-
bitions, events for the whole family.  stu-
dents from frederick Douglass high
school will sing the national anthem to
kick off the international jumping com-
petition. 

walk to raise funds and awareness
for alzheimer’s research, care, and sup-
port for those facing alzheimer’s and
other dementia, saturday, oct. 29, at the
national harbor capital canopy (201
waterfront street),
h t tp : / / ac t . a lz .o rg /go to /heal thy
revolutiion.  info: samartey@alz.org. 

Changing landscape
towne square, in suitland, keeps

growing.  this $500 million 25-acre
mixed-use project will have 2 million
square feet of development including a
120-room hotel, commercial office space,
multi-family units, independent senior liv-
ing, townhomes, retail and restaurant
space, and a 50,000-square-foot cultural
arts and technology center.  it is certainly
not the suitland i remember.

restaurant reviewer tom sietsema
says he’s been told that wings served
with mumbo sauce has been highly rec-
ommended if you visit the new this is
seafood in clinton.

a home at 6810 Marianne Drive, in
Morningside, just sold for $385,000.

Howard Voight, Suitland High 1966
(lloyd) howard voight ii, 75, of vir-

ginia beach, va., formerly of skyline,
died sept. 19 after a long illness.

he was born in tacoma, wash., to
lloyd howard and Mavis voight, a mil-
itary family that moved a lot during
howard’s young life, finally settling in
the andrews estates section of skyline
when lloyd howard sr. was assigned to
andrews afb.  

howard graduated from suitland hs
in 1966 and briefly attended Maryland
u. before enlisting in the navy during
the vietnam war.  he served four years
and was a radioman on a destroyer in
the Mediterranean.  after discharge, he
returned to the university of Maryland
for his bachelor’s in transportation.
while a student, he sold programs for
the washington redskins (for 10 cents
each).

he worked as station Master for fed-
eral express in harrisburg, pa., and was
one of the first drivers for fedex in Dc.
he had a long career in sales within the
transportation industry, had many busi-
nesses, and continued his education with
classes in coding and website develop-
ment.  he loved to travel and had a great
sense of humor.

surviving are his wife of 30 years,
linda eileen voight; children, natalie,
allison and Maxwell; four grandkids;
sisters tricia and cheryl and brother
bradley (who was a good friend of my
late son brian).  howard’s graveside
service was at princess anne Memorial
park in virginia beach. 

thank you to bill robbins who
emailed me the sad news about howard.

Cheryl Swanson, Central High grad
cheryl lynn swanson, 64, who grew

up in skyline, died at georgetown uni-
versity hospital aug. 23.  she was born
at Malcolm grow hospital, andrews
afb, daughter of Jeanie and robert
wright. 

after graduation from central high
school, she was a house of represen-
tatives aide at the u.s capital.  later
she worked at a radio station in harris-

photo courtesy of national harbor
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pasaDena, Md. (oct. 4, 2022)—
for the first time since 2019, the
emily schindler Memorial hosted
by chesapeake life center was held
in person. about 65 people attended
to hear Joanna J. frankel, Msw,
lcsw-c present “trauma-informed
care throughout the lifespan.” this
was the 16th year for this annual
lecture series, which was held sept.
28 at owen brown interfaith center,
in columbia, Maryland. the lecture
was canceled in 2020 and then pre-
sented as a webinar in 2021 in the
wake of the coviD pandemic.

frankel held a captive audience
with her insightful information on
how trauma, even at an early age,
can effect behavior throughout an
individual’s life. her interactive
presentation was freckled with an
engaging and light-hearted de-
meanor that made learning and dis-
cussing a difficult topic easier for
the social workers, counselors and

therapists who were in attendance.
the lecture series was created in

2005 through a gift to the schindler
family from the saint agnes cancer
center. emily schindler was an 18-
year-old freshman at frostburg state
university and a member of the spy
swim team in severna park, Mary-
land, when she was tragically killed
in a car accident in 2004.

a program service of hospice of
the chesapeake, chesapeake life
center serves hospice family mem-
bers and the community with be-
reavement services and activities
aimed at enhancing the quality of life
for those grieving the loss of a loved
one. for details, visit www.chesa-
peakelifecenter.org.

Chesapeake Life Center, a program
service of hospice of the chesapeake,
serves hospice family members and
the community with bereavement
services and activities designed to
enhance the quality of life for those
grieving the loss of a loved one.

lanhaM, Md. (oct. 5, 2022)—the
pink ribbon rally is back! luminis
health Doctors community Medical
center will host the event on its lanham
campus to raise awareness about breast
health. During the pink ribbon rally on
October 14, which coincides with breast
cancer awareness Month, women will
receive free breast cancer screenings and
bra fittings, as well as important infor-
mation about the signs, symptoms, and
early detection of breast cancer.

“we’re excited to welcome our com-
munity back to the pink ribbon rally
after the pandemic forced us to cancel
the event the last few years,” said Deneen
richmond, president of luminis health
Doctors community Medical center.
“with breast cancer being one of the
leading causes of death among women
in Maryland, especially in prince
george’s county, this event is needed

now more than ever.”
the hospital has received a $1.3M

state grant to provide breast cancer
screenings to women in prince george’s
county over a three year period. the
money will pay for more than 1,000
breast cancer screenings each year for
qualifying women in the county. screen-
ing exams at our lanham site are ap-
proximately 30 percent lower than pre-
pandemic levels. women 40 years and
older should get an annual mammogram.
if you have a family history of breast
cancer, screenings should begin at the
age of 30.

“african american women are 42 per-
cent more likely to die from breast cancer
than white women,” said Dr. regina
hampton, chief of breast surgery at lu-
minis health Doctors community Med-
ical center. “early detection saves lives.
Many people don’t know they have
breast cancer until it shows up on a mam-
mogram. if you haven’t had a mammo-
gram during the pandemic, now is the

time to get one. it could save your life.”
the pink ribbon rally will take place

at luminis health Doctors community
Medical center on the top level of the
emergency Department garage on Fri-
day, October 14 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
the address is 8118 good luck road,
lanham.

luminis health is a non-profit regional
health system headquartered in Annapolis,
Maryland.  Comprised of Anne Arundel
Medical Center, Doctors Community Med-
ical Center, J. Kent McNew Family Med-
ical Center, Pathways, DCMC Rehab, and
Luminis Health Clinical Enterprise, the
system serves a population of 1.5 million
people.  As one of the area’s largest char-
itable assets—with 741 licensed beds, 90+
sites of care, and 9,600 team members—
Luminis Health contributes more than $85
million in community benefit.  Learn more
at LuminisHealth.org and connect with us
on LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter, and In-
stagram.

annapolis, Md.—Maryland Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nominee wes Moore
holds a 32-percentage-point lead over
republican opponent Dan cox in the
governor’s race on nov. 8, according to
a university of Maryland-washington
post poll. 

the poll’s results follow the goucher
college poll, released on sept. 19, in
which 53% of Marylanders polled said
they would vote for Moore and 31% per-
cent for cox.

the university of Maryland poll sam-
pled 810 registered voters in Maryland
by phone  from sept. 22–27. the poll
used information from a research firm in
the state to find and call registered voters,
according to Michael hanmer, professor
and research director for the center for
Democracy and civic engagement.

cox released a statement on Monday
calling the survey a “fake push poll that
is tainted towards Moore” and that it
withheld some results from publication.
cox says a news article that contains
withheld information from the univer-
sity’s poll states “50% (of participants)
choose Dan cox, while only 39% chose
his opponent.” 

“that doesn't make any sense to me,”
hanmer said. “i’m not sure what he is
referring to. i’m not aware of anything
not being revealed related to the ques-
tions about the governor’s race.” 

some of the questions and answers
from university poll were held from re-
lease, hanmer said, because they were
not related to the gubernatorial race.

“for example, we asked some ques-
tions about setting the voting age at 16
verus 18, which is something that hap-
pens in a number of Maryland commu-
nities… that has nothing to do with the
governor’s race,” he said. “those ques-
tions came at the end of the survey.” 

hanmer said all data will eventually
be released.

capital news service did not find the
news article cox referenced in his state-
ment. capital news service reached out
to cox’s press secretary, lucy Kruse, re-
garding the article and did not receive a
response. 

in both polls, participants were asked
what issues matter most to them.  sixty-
four percent of voters in goucher’s poll
said the economy and taxes was most
important for them, and 24% in the uni-
versity’s poll said the economy was most
important, which was followed closely
in the university’s poll by “threats to
democracy” at 20%.  

crime was the third most important
issue in the university poll at 16%

nearly 60% of poll participants said
cox’s ideas and policies are “very simi-
lar” or ”similar” to former president Don-
ald trump, who has endorsed cox’s can-
didacy and is scheduled to hold a $1,776
per person fundraiser for cox oct. 17 at

Mar-a largo.” 
in comparison, the poll asked voters

how important Moore becoming the first
african-american governor in Maryland
was in their voting decisions. thirty-nine
percent said “not at all” and 26% said
“somewhat.” 

with only 34 days from election day,
70% of those polled by the university
said they were “certain to vote.” 

Quincy gamble, a Democratic oper-
ative who worked with former president
barack obama and former secretary of
state hillary clinton during their cam-
paigns, said while polls are not determi-
native of end election results, they are
important in seeing where candidates
stand in the race.

“you have to appreciate polls for what
they are,” gamble said. “they are a snap-
shot in time. they are affected by the
news cycle and things that are happening
with every political campaign. polling
over time has given us a really good shot
of what’s going on in Maryland.” 
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By press officer
Luminis Health

Pink Ribbon Rally Returns to Luminis Health
Doctors Community Medical Center 
After Pandemic Hiatus
The October 14 event hopes to increase Breast Cancer Screenings which lag pre-pandemic levels

photo creDit eMMett gartner/capital news service

A newly released University of Maryland-Washington Post poll reveals Mary-
land Democratic gubernatorial nominee Wes Moore has a 32-percentage-point
lead over Republican opponent Dan Cox. 

Joanna Frankel Presents About
Trauma-Informed Care 
In Person at Annual Lecture Series

By shannon clarK
Capital News Service

Moore Widens Lead Over Cox in Governor’s Race

annapolis, Md. (sept. 30,
2022)—governor larry hogan has
proclaimed october as Maryland
horse Month, recognizing the abun-
dant economic, historic, recreational,
and therapeutic contributions made
by the state’s horse industry.

“as the only state to host both a
triple crown race and two interna-
tional 5-star events, Maryland is
proud to be a leader in the horse in-
dustry,” said governor hogan. “with
more horses per square mile than any
other state, the equine community is
a critical part of our heritage and our
economy. i encourage all Marylanders
to join in celebrating Maryland horse
Month.”

the proclamation follows a very
successful trade mission that the gov-
ernor and equine industry officials
made to ireland and france in June,
where agreements were signed with
equestrian organizations recognizing
the international stature of Maryland’s
horse industry and offering beneficial
cooperative strategies.

a special feature this year is the
grand opening in mid october of the
new Maryland horse library and ed-
ucation center on historic Main
street in reisterstown, the center
serves as an information hub for the
industry and includes a fine collection
of sporting books, a memorabilia area,
meeting space, interactive kiosks and
rotating exhibits.

in celebration of Maryland horse
Month, the Maryland horse industry
board (Mhib) and its industry part-
ners are conducting a digital market-
ing strategy to highlight the many
statewide attractions, events, activi-

ties, trails, exhibits, and experiences
with an equestrian connection.

these events include the Maryland
5-star at fair hill, a major interna-
tional equestrian event that will draw
competitors from across the u.s. and
abroad. the Maryland 5-star event
takes place oct. 13–16 at fair hill in-
ternational in elkton.

other major Maryland horse events
include the capital challenge horse
show, one of the largest horse shows
in the country with nearly 1,400 en-
tries, at the prince george’s equestrian
center in upper Marlboro sept.
29–oct. 9; the Jim McKay Maryland
Million horse race at Laurel Park
Racetrack in Laurel Oct. 22; and
the Washington International Horse
Show, also at Prince George’s
Equestrian Center Oct. 24–30.

in between these major events are
championship finals in jousting—the
official state sport since 1962—rodeo
and hunter/jumper disciplines, as well
as all breed exhibitions, carriage
driving displays and numerous events
hosted by the state’s 42 horse Dis-
covery centers, individual farm own-
ers and equine organizations.

“never before has Maryland
hosted so many international caliber
equestrian events in such a short time
frame,” said ross peddicord, execu-
tive director of Mhib. “Maryland
horse Month is a great way to show-
case our state’s equine industry.”

the Maryland Department of
commerce’s office of tourism has
joined the horse industry board and
the board’s many private-sector
equestrian organizations to promote
Maryland horse Month. 

for additional travel information,
visit marylandhorse.com and 
visitmaryland.org.

By press officer
Maryland Dept. of Agriculture

Governor Hogan Proclaims October
‘Maryland Horse Month’
Equestrian events taking place throughout the month

By elyzabeth Marcussen
Hospice of the Chesapeake

annapolis, Md.—Maryland,
virginia and pennsylvania, the
states with the largest runoff into
the chesapeake bay, are not on
track to meet their goals to restore
the nation’s largest estuary by
2025.

those are the findings in a re-
port released tuesday during a
video press conference by the
chesapeake bay foundation, the
premier environmental watchdog
of the bay watershed.

the assessment comes just
days before a meeting in wash-
ington of the chesapeake bay ex-
ecutive council, a high-powered

consortium that includes the gov-
ernors of Maryland, pennsylvania,
virginia, west virginia, Delaware
and new york; the u.s. environ-
mental protection agency, wash-
ington Mayor Muriel bowser and
the chair of the chesapeake bay
commission.

During the oct. 11 meeting,
members are expected to discuss
accelerating efforts to clean up the
bay by 2025. their decisions will
directly affect over 18 million
people and 3,600 species of plants
and animals that live in the wa-
tershed’s 64,000 square mile ex-
panse.

the pollution reduction goals
were established by the council
in the 2010 chesapeake clean

water blueprint, a regional effort
between the watershed states.

hilary harp falk, president of
the chesapeake bay foundation,
said while the states that make up
the bay’s watershed are making
progress, they must face the fact
they are not moving fast enough
to fulfill the blueprint’s goals.

“the bay states need to recom-
mit to the partnership and its col-
lective goals to restore rivers,
streams and ultimately the chesa-
peake bay,” falk said.

the foundation aimed its heav-
iest criticism at pennsylvania.

“pennsylvania is not on track

By eMMett gartner
Capital News Service

Maryland, Bay States Criticized Before 
Big Environmental Meeting

See MEETING Page A4

A chart from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation detailing the reduction of nitrogen in Chesapeake
Bay jurisdictions. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, an overabundance of nitrogen can
cause adverse health and ecological effects.



life. sites range from the bald
friar ford petroglyphs in harford
county and piscataway park in
prince george’s county to the
askiminokonson indian town in
worcester county. tribal commu-
nities include piscataway,
pocomoke, Moyaone, nanticoke,
chicone, and more.

Developed between november
2021 and June 2022, guide to in-
digenous Maryland has 1,036
downloads since beta launch in
June 2022. this educational re-
source was supported by the in-
stitute of Museum and library
services, through the library
services and technology act, ad-
ministered by the Maryland state
library agency, the prince
george’s county Memorial li-
brary system, and Maryland’s
community of public library sys-

tems. the guide was curated by
Dr. elizabeth rule, assistant pro-
fessor, american university. Dr.
rule is a member of the chicka-
saw nation and is renowned na-
tionally as a leading proponent of
engaging the general public with
the native and indigenous her-
itage of local communities. she
previously developed and
launched a guide to indigenous
Dc and guide to indigenous bal-
timore. 

the sites currently featured in
the guide are drawn from over
125 sites that were submitted to
the project curator and task force
through an open public call for
crowdsourced submissions. sites
recommended by representatives
of local tribal organizations were
prioritized in the curatorial
process and the guide samples
historical sites and markers, cul-
turally significant natural land-

marks, artistic works that honor
local native american and indige-
nous heritage and more. the
guide does not aim to  provide a
comprehensive overview of local
sites, but rather a sampling to en-
courage further exploration. 

the project task force includes
representatives from Maryland’s
24 public library systems, tribal
nations, statewide cultural her-
itage organizations, and Maryland
state archives. troi Madison
newman, a black and indigenous
artist and enrolled citizen of the
piscataway nation, is the guide
to indigenous Maryland project
artist. her design for the guide,
which features a terrapin, colors
that reflect local tribal heritage,
and Maryland’s state flag, “em-
bodies a minimalist concept with
Maryland influence and the vari-
ous indigenous communities”
who call these lands home. com-

munity members are invited to
utilize the guide and share feed-
back at indigenousMD.info. this
feedback will help guide enhance-
ments to the guide over the com-
ing Months.

About Dr. Elizabeth Rule
Dr. elizabeth rule is assistant

professor of critical race, gen-
der, and culture studies at amer-
ican university. she is an enrolled
citizen of the chickasaw nation.
rule’s research on indigenous is-
sues has been featured in the
washington post, Matter of fact
with soledad o’brien, the at-
lantic, newsy, and npr. she is
also a published author, releasing
scholarly articles in the american
Quarterly and in the american in-
dian culture and research Jour-
nal. rule has two forthcoming
monographs. the first, “repro-
ducing resistance: gendered vi-

olence and indigenous nation-
hood,” analyzes the intersection
of violence against native
women, reproductive justice, and
the Missing and Murdered indige-
nous women; this work received
the Julien Mezey award from the
association for the study of law,
culture, and the humanities in
2020. rule’s second monograph,
“indigenous Dc: native peoples
and the nation’s capital”
(georgetown university press),
analyzes historical and contem-
porary sites of indigenous impor-
tance in washington and compli-
ments her guide to indigenous
Dc mobile application.

beyond the classroom, rule
continues her work as an educator
by presenting her research and de-
livering invited talks on native
american issues. More than 100
public speaking engagements and
interviews have taken her across

three continents and to seven
countries. venues for such pre-
sentations include the united na-
tions association-usa, the insti-
tut des amériques in paris,
france, the national congress of
american indians, the women’s
and gender studies intellectual
forum at Mit, the national
gallery of art, and more. previ-
ously, Dr. rule has held posts as
Director of the center for indige-
nous politics and policy and fac-
ulty in residence at george wash-
ington university, Director of the
native american political lead-
ership program and the inspire
precollege program, Mit indige-
nous communities fellow, post-
doctoral fellow at american uni-
versity, and ford foundation
fellow. rule received her ph.D.
and M.a. in american studies
from brown university, and her
b.a. from yale university.

Indigenous from A1

“in every country in the world and in every
state in this country, no matter what else divides
us, if a parent cannot feed a child, there’s nothing
else that matters for that parent.  if you look at
your child and you can’t feed your child, what the
hell else matters?”

in his remarks at the september 28 white
house conference on hunger, nutrition, and
health, president biden summed up the heart of
the matter for any family that has ever struggled
to put food on the table. this event was the first
time the white house had convened a conference
on hunger in more than 50 years. the first one,
held in December 1969, led to the beginning of a
series of expansions of the federal food safety net
programs that so many tens of millions depend on
today. but there is a critical need to do more right
now. the 2022 conference emphasized once again

that hunger, along with disparities in access to
healthy food and in health outcomes linked to nu-
trition, is preventable—and we have the ability to
do something about it.

the children’s Defense fund joined other or-
ganizations urging the white house to hold this
conference, signing a letter earlier this year that
read in part: “we can end hunger in america, and
a public commitment to a white house confer-
ence, with ending hunger as a key priority, is an
essential step in accomplishing this goal…the
1969 conference led to an expansion of the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program (snap)
and the national school lunch program, as well
as the establishment of the special supplemental
nutrition program for women, infants, and chil-
dren (wic). the conference created the mean-
ingful and necessary conversations to address

hunger and food insecurity in america at the time.
now, more than half a century later, conversations
on how we will finally put an end to hunger in
america are long overdue.”

the white house responded, and in this new
conference reinforced its goal of ending hunger
and increasing healthy eating and physical activity
by 2030. as they put it: “Millions of americans
are afflicted with food insecurity and diet-related
diseases—including heart disease, obesity, and
type 2 diabetes—which are some of the leading
causes of death and disability in the u.s. the toll
of hunger and these diseases is not distributed
equally, disproportionately impacting underserved
communities, including communities of color, peo-
ple living in rural areas, people who are differ-
ently-abled, older adults, lgbtQi+ people, mili-
tary families, and military veterans. lack of access
to healthy, safe, and affordable food, and to safe
outdoor spaces, contributes to hunger, diet-related
diseases, and health disparities. the coviD-19
pandemic has exacerbated these challenges further.
we cannot wait to act. and we aren’t.”

the action plan is a national strategy centered
on five pillars: improving food access and afford-
ability, including by advancing economic security,
increasing access to free and nourishing school
meals, and expanding snap eligibility; integrating
nutrition and health, which involves prioritizing
the role of nutrition and food security in overall
health, including disease prevention and manage-

ment; empowering all consumers to make and
have access to healthy choices; supporting physical
activity for all, in part by ensuring that everyone
has access to safe spaces to be active; and enhanc-
ing nutrition and food security research, especially
to learn more about equity, access, and disparities.
for each of the five pillars there are roles for local
and federal governments, the private sector, re-
searchers and academia, and nonprofit and com-
munity groups to play to help our nation meet
these goals.

president biden singled out the child tax
credit expansion enacted during the pandemic as
just one key example of an effective anti-hunger
policy that is critically needed. congress must
make the child tax credit expansion permanent
immediately. as president biden also emphasized,
just as fighting hunger was a bipartisan effort dur-
ing the last conference convened by the nixon ad-
ministration, it should be a bipartisan effort today:
“this should be an organizing element of how we
start to talk to one another again . . . in america,
no child should go to bed hungry. no parent should
die of a disease that can be prevented. this has al-
ways been a country, when we’re at our best, we
think big . . . there is nothing—nothing, noth-
ing— i really mean it—there’s nothing beyond
our capacity when we work together, so let’s work
together.” amen!

—October 7, 2022
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COMMENTARY

washington—Maryland sens. chris van hollen
and ben cardin, both Democrats, have joined a host
of other lawmakers in an open letter to the pentagon
to increase resources for cleaning up toxic chemicals
found on military bases. 

at issue are what are known as pfas, which
stands for per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances, a
group of “forever chemicals” that come from con-
sumer and industrial goods and that can cause a va-
riety of diseases in humans. 

the letter, signed by over three dozen senators
from both parties, said pfas found in aqueous film-
forming foam (afff), a fire suppressant used by

the military, personal protective equipment used by
firefighters and other products, left those who served
at military installations at a higher risk of health
problems. 

“nearly 700 military installations nationwide
have known or suspected pfas contamination, ex-
posing service members and their families, and civil-
ian communities near DoD installations to these
toxic chemicals,” the senators wrote in a letter to
Defense secretary lloyd austin.

a recent report by the national academies of
sciences, engineering, and Medicine presented ev-
idence that pfas exposure was associated with
lower antibody responses, elevated cholesterol, de-
creased infant and fetal growth and  increased risk
of kidney cancer in adults. 

according to the report, those who have worked
or resided at places with identified pfas contami-
nation should have regular blood testing. the report
specifically mentions military bases as locations
where pfas have been identified. 

in 2022, congress allocated $517 million for mil-
itary pfas-related testing,  research and cleanup.
the senators said the Department of Defense has
not done enough.

“it is our understanding that one of the major ob-
stacles in the way of congress putting more re-
sources toward this problem is a lack of planning
by the Department on how to execute a higher fund-
ing level,” the senators said. “simply put, DoD is
not sufficiently prioritizing pfas testing, remedia-
tion and disposal as part of its annual budget process,
nor is the Department adequately developing the
appropriate plans to utilize even higher funding
levels as provided by congress.”

a spokesperson for the Department of De-
fense declined a request for comment and said

the Department will respond to congress accord-
ingly. 

  Jared hayes, a pfas-focused policy analyst with
nonprofit activist organization environmental work-
ing group, said there are almost 400 DoD bases
with confirmed pfas contamination in either drink-
ing water and/or groundwater. at least 300 additional
bases have suspected contamination. 

according to hayes, some of the highest levels
of pfas contamination in Maryland have been found
at naval research lab, ft. Meade and webster field
naval annex. he said pfas found at bases such as
these contribute to the contamination of local fish
and shellfish.

hayes said,  “while there may be bases around
the u.s. with higher levels of contamination, the
high levels of pfas and the concentration of so
many DoD bases along such an important waterway
as the chesapeake bay, makes Maryland bases stand
out in the u.s.”

By eve saMpson
Capital News Service

Maryland Senators to Pentagon:
Address Toxic Chemicals on Bases

to meet its 2025 pollution-reduc-
tion commitments, including the
creation of an adequate plan that
achieves those commitments,” the
report said.

although Maryland and vir-
ginia are projected to meet their
goals in reducing wastewater pol-
lution, they are behind in other
metrics, the foundation said..

“all jurisdictions are behind in
meeting commitments to reduce
pollution from stormwater and agri-
culture,” falk said. “we know that
key policy changes are necessary
to fix these issues that have long
hampered our collective success.”

these changes include in-
creased funding for state conser-
vation programs and pollution
monitoring, the foundation said.

under the blueprint, the envi-

ronmental protection agency is
assigned to enforce restoration ef-
forts, but foundation officials said
the epa has been lax in its actions.  

“what has been largely miss-
ing in recent years is the account-
ability piece, due in part to epa’s
failure to act,” said beth Mcgee,
director of science and agricultural
policy for the foundation.

the foundation sued the epa
in 2020 under the clean water
act for failing to compel new
york and pennsylvania to develop
adequate restoration plans to meet
the goals of the blueprint. the lit-
igation is ongoing, falk said.

in an interview with capital
news service, conny Kazungu,
the director of the environmental
politics and policy concentration
at the university of Maryland,
questioned whether regulation ef-
forts can be maintained if the epa

does not do its job.
“what does that mean for fu-

ture generations?” Kazungu
asked. “what does that mean for
the bay?” 

in Maryland, wastewater pol-
lution reduction is the state’s most
successful effort thus far, said eric
fisher, the foundation’s Maryland
assistant director. still, fisher said,
the state must remain vigilant.

he pointed last year, when
Maryland filed lawsuits against
two baltimore-area wastewater
treatment facilities for discharging
untreated sewage. 

“what we’ve seen this past
year with operational failures at
some of the state’s largest plants
is the negative impact that a lack
of vigilance can have on the
progress we’ve already made,”
fisher said. “it’s critical that
Maryland keep up and better in-

spect its facilities and maintain
enforcement when plants are out
of compliance.” 

in a statement from the gover-
nor’s council on the chesapeake
bay, Maryland environmental of-
ficials commended the work that
the state has done so far.

“Maryland has taken strong
and effective actions to correct the
violations and deficiencies at the
back river and patapsco waste-
water treatment plants, Mary-
land’s two largest such facilities,”
the council said. “the state has
set an example for the nation in
the use of state-of-the art technol-
ogy to upgrade wastewater water
treatment facilities and signifi-
cantly reduce nutrient pollution
that threatens the bay.”

Meeting from A3
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burg, pa., and still later with several law firms in alexandria,
va.

she was an avid reader of british history.  she loved patches,
her dog, and other animals she adopted.  her official obit bears this
adage: “friends are legends: friends are the rarest gem in the
world.”

Milestones
happy birthday to former Morningside council Member carol

Kline Degraba, andrew nicholas smith and nola cook, oct. 18;
clyde Miller, catherine alvis, Jody nyers and christina ramsey
eckloff, oct. 22.

happy 42nd anniversary to Michael and anita (fulton) freeman,
who were married oct. 18, 1980.

email birthdays and anniversaries to muddmm@gmail.com.

annapolis, Md. (oct. 3, 2022)—governor larry hogan last
week announced that the third application round of opportunity
zone Microgrant funding open[ed] tuesday, oct. 4, allowing
eligible small businesses seeking to expand within designated
opportunity zones to apply for microgrants ranging from $50,000
to $100,000. the opportunity zone Microgrants will be distrib-
uted through the neighborhood businessworks program admin-
istered by the Maryland Department of housing and community
Development (DhcD).

“throughout my administration, we have used every tool at
our disposal to support and grow small businesses in our state,
including promoting the tax incentives and redevelopment po-
tential provided by Maryland’s designated opportunity zones,”
said governor hogan. “initiatives like these microgrants continue
our efforts to spur investment and create jobs in communities
that are primed for revitalization.”

Maryland has 149 designated opportunity zones, and each of
Maryland’s 24 jurisdictions has at least one designation. the first
two rounds of opportunity zone microgrant funding have invested

$1 million in 20 businesses across the state.
eligible for-profit businesses must demonstrate plans for

growth and meet the following criteria:
• have secured a matching contribution equal to or greater than

the grant request amount;
• be located at an eligible location in an opportunity zone in

Maryland;
• employ between two and 50 full-time equivalent employees;
• generate annual revenue between $300,000 and $5 million,

and;
• be in good standing with the Maryland state Department of

assessments and taxation (sDat).
applications for the third round of funding will open tomorrow

and will close based on the availability of funds. DhcD encour-
ages businesses to apply quickly as applications will be reviewed
on a first come, first served basis.

potential applicants can check if their business is in an eligible
location with the Maryland opportunity zone information ex-
change’s incentive lookup tool.

to visit the information exchange or find more details on
opportunity zones in Maryland, visit dhcd.maryland.gov/
opportunityzones.

annapolis, Md. (oct. 4, 2022)—the
Maryland state treasurer’s office today
announced that treasurer Dereck e. Davis
has been chosen for the class of 2023
rodel fellowship program. the rodel fel-
lowship is one of the signature leadership
programs of the aspen institute. founded
in 2005, it highlights officials who have
demonstrated an outstanding ability to
work responsibly across partisan divisions
and bring greater civility to public dis-
course.

“it is an honor to be selected as a rodel
fellow,” said treasurer Davis. “i look for-
ward to developing a greater understanding
of our nation’s greatest teachings that i can

apply in my own leadership position, as
well as learning from my other cohort.”

the rodel fellowship program began
in 2005 with a bipartisan class of 24
elected officials. each year, the program
selects 24 outstanding state and local-level
leaders, divided equally between the two
major political parties, for a series of multi-
day seminars held over a two-year period.
as part of their program, the fellows read
and discuss classic texts dealing with eth-
ical values, democratic principles, and wise
and effective leadership. those texts in-
clude the Declaration of independence, the
preamble to the united states constitution,
and writings by frederick Douglass, abra-
ham lincoln, and Martin luther King, Jr.,
as well as others.

More than 360 fellows have completed

the program, including those who went on
to become governors, members of con-
gress, cabinet secretaries, and other polit-
ical and public service positions. the fel-
lowship is designed to break down partisan
barriers and to give participants the op-
portunity to think more deeply about the
challenges of public leadership.

the aspen institute is a nonprofit or-
ganization with global reach whose vision
is the creation of a free, just, and equitable
society. for 70 years, the institute has
driven change by inspiring dialogue, lead-
ership, and action to address society’s
greatest challenges. with headquarters in
washington, Dc, the institute has offices
in aspen, colorado, and new york city,
as well as an international network of part-
ners. 
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By shareese n. churchill 
Office of Treasurer Dereck Davis
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Ask Rusty:

Octogenarian Asks About Wife’s
Spousal and Survivor Benefits
By russell gloor, 
national social security advisor at the aMac foundation,
the non-profit arm of the Association of Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty:  i am now 80 and my wife is 76, and we both took early
social security benefits at age 62. when my wife took her social
security, it was a lot smaller than mine, so they took a portion of
mine and added it to hers. how does that work? also, when i die,
will my wife get all of mine or just a percentage? Signed: Curious
Senior

Dear Curious: social security’s standard process is to pay a
beneficiary’s personally earned retirement benefit first, and then add
an additional amount as necessary to bring the payment up to what
they are entitled to as a spouse, or as a surviving spouse. so, in your
wife’s case, she is now (while you are both living) receiving her own
earned social security benefit plus a “spousal boost” to make her
payment equal what she’s due as your spouse. your wife’s spousal
boost was not taken from your benefit payment—you still get your
own retirement benefit—but her spousal boost amount was
computed by comparing the amount she was entitled to at her full
retirement age (fra) to 50% of your fra benefit amount and then
reducing her spousal boost amount because she claimed at age 62
(all social security benefits, except disability benefits, taken before
fra are reduced). 

regarding your wife’s benefit as your survivor, since her own
ss retirement benefit is smaller, if you die first the added “spousal
boost” amount your wife now gets will stop and be replaced by a
higher supplement which brings her total payment up to what she is
entitled to as your surviving widow.

as your spouse while you are still living, the most your wife
could have gotten was 50% of the benefit amount you were entitled
to at your full retirement age (fra) of 66, but she gets less than
that because she claimed at age 62. however, if you die, your wife
will get a higher total amount consisting of her personally earned
age 62 benefit, plus a supplemental amount to make her payment
equal to 100% of the amount you were receiving when you died. in
fact, her benefit amount at your death may even be more than you
were getting when you died, because she will get at least 82.5% of
your “primary insurance amount” or “pia”, which is the benefit
you were due at age 66 (your fra). 

think of it this way—as your surviving spouse your wife’s total
benefit payment amount will be either 100% of the benefit you
were receiving when you died, or 82.5% of the benefit you were
entitled to at age 66, whichever amount is higher. and that will re-
place the smaller amount your wife is now getting as your spouse
while you are both living. of course, your wife will need to notify
social security of your death and should do so in a timely manner
to get the higher benefit she is entitled to as your surviving spouse
flowing as soon as possible.

The 2.4 million member association of Mature american citizens
[aMac] www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from its members. AMAC Action is a
non-profit, non-partisan organization representing the membership in
our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Districts throughout
the country. And the AMAC Foundation (www.AmacFoundation.org)
is the Association’s non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting
and educating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on the
Association members’ behalf, protecting their interests and offering a
practical insight on how to best solve the problems they face today.
Live long and make a difference by joining us today at
www.amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Associ-
ation (NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any other governmental
entity. To submit a question, visit our website (amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Social Security Matters

Treasurer Davis Selected for Class of 2023 
Rodel Fellowship Program

By press officer
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development

Governor Hogan Announces New Application
Round for Opportunity Zone Microgrants
Funds to Assist Growing Small Businesses Located in Designated Opportunity Zones

Planning For The Holiday Season—
The Ideal Customer Experience

October 20, 2022  •  1 to 2:15 p.m.
location: online  •  cost: free of charge-Registration Required: 

https://mdsbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/17175
Join this webinar to learn how to deal with the entire experience for

this critical upcoming holiday season!  you and your customer are facing
a different shopping experience in today’s world since coviD-19.  get
tips to ensure your customer has a positive experience with your business
from first hearing about you to making a purchase and beyond. learn
what the customer experience means and why it’s so critical to business
success! presenter, ali paskun, abil solutions

Maryland Small Business Development Center

Dear EarthTalk: 
I’d like to upgrade the energy effi-
ciency of my condo but can’t afford
the up-front cost of new equipment
and materials. Are there any federal
or other programs designed to help
working people afford to make such
transitions?

—paul b., Monroe, ny

as of now, residential and commercial
buildings contribute up to 40 percent of
the world’s energy consumption. increas-
ing the energy efficiency of these struc-
tures can go a long way toward reducing
that consumption and our carbon footprint
while saving money along the way.

the biggest pitfall with investing in ef-
ficient energy sources is the upfront cost.
low-income households which could ben-
efit most from such upgrades are the least
likely to have the funds to do so. but now,
utilities and local governments are working
to implement these services prioritizing
needy households.

the weatherization assistance program
(wap) uses u.s. Department of energy
funds to reduce the energy bills of low-in-
come households by helping to pay for ef-
ficiency upgrades. the program has bene-
fited over seven million american families
so far. every year, wap funds such up-

grades in 35,000 households, saving al-
most $400 annually on each. to qualify
for wap, your household must have an
annual income equal to or below 200 per-
cent of the federal poverty level. 

another place to look for help is the
low-income home energy assistance
program (liheap). using u.s. Depart-
ment of health and human services funds,
liheap provides free energy upgrades
that will decrease monthly energy bills
while concurrently improving residents’
health and safety. household incomes must
be at or below 60 percent of their state's
median income to meet eligibility require-
ments.

nonprofits, usually using wap funds,
also offer a range of incentives for upgrad-
ing energy efficiency. they also provide
weatherization to households that can’t af-
ford it. by searching “weatherization non-
profits” and your state, you can find an
array of organizations that can help up-
grade your home. these weatherization
programs usually offer a selection of effi-
ciency upgrades including: improved in-
sulation and heating systems, fixing leaks
and gaps within pipes, and repairing win-
dows and doors. to apply, you can often
find directions on the organization's web-
site. in general, the first step is determining
your eligibility; you will usually need

proof of annual income. then, you can
complete the application process online or
contact a local administrator. if your ap-
plication is accepted, you can move for-
ward.

but what can you do if you aren't eligi-
ble for these programs? you can still
weatherize your own home by fixing mi-
nor things around the house. one thing
you can do is seal up leaks within air pipes.
this can cut your energy consumption by
10 to 20 percent. in addition, by adding
insulation, you can make your home less
vulnerable to temperature change. you
should also clean your filters regularly to
make your system run more smoothly.
even simple things like switching to leDs
will increase your efficiency. 

these small steps can add up and boost
the energy efficiency of your home in sur-
prising amounts. the sooner we implement
such steps, the sooner we can tackle the
problem of climate change making our
world less hospitable.

CONTACTS: weatherization assis-
tance program for low-income persons,
benefits.gov/benefit/580; Database of state
incentives for renewables & efficiency,
dsireusa.org.

EarthTalk® is produced by roddy scheer
& Doug Moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit
EarthTalk. see more at
https://emagazine.com. to donate, visit
https//earthtalk.org. send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org

Affording Energy
Efficiency Upgrades

Earth
TALK™

school population is over a third black and
20 percent latino.

recent reporting indicated that the teacher
shortage is magnified nationally by the fact
that black and latino teachers have a higher
churn rate than their white peers.  in its 2021
state of the u.s. teacher survey, rand cor-
poration researchers found that about half of
black teachers reported they were likely to
leave their jobs by the end of the school year,
which was higher than other races.

“everyone already knows that without
qualified teachers in our classrooms, students’
ability to learn diminishes drastically,” said
Dr. Jeter.  “that’s why our mission in the col-

lege of education is to continuously promote
teaching as an important career emphasizing
to our students the dire need for them in class-
rooms and the upward mobility in the field if
they pursue a masters’ or doctorate in educa-
tion.” 

science, technology, engineering, and
math (steM) education programs are key
components of bowie state’s curriculum
along with unique programs designed to in-
crease the number of special education and
black male teachers.  the university also has
programs to help para-professionals secure
education degrees and other credentials to en-
able them to become classroom teachers
through the Maryland state Department of
education leads and teacher collaborative

grant programs.
“our doctoral education leadership de-

gree program grew from 69 students in 2021
to 149 students today, an increase of 116 per-
cent in one year,“ said Dr. Jeter.  “the num-
bers soared this fall due to the program ex-
panding to be offered online for the first time.
we anticipate even more educators to enroll
in the program in the future.”

bowie state has a long and proud history
of educators earning advanced degrees at the
university.  Dr. Monica goldson, chief ex-
ecutive officer of the prince george’s county
public schools and Dr. Monifa McKnight,
superintendent of the Montgomery county
public schools, both earned masters’ degrees
from bowie state.

Education from A1Morningside from A2



council Member taveras, recognized as a strong and steady voice
for the latino community in prince george’s county, offered testimony
expressing her support for the name change and encouraging the board
of education to “make history” on behalf of the county’s diverse stu-
dent population.

“of the 200-plus school buildings in prince george’s county, only
one is named after a hispanic historical figure and cesar chavez is a
figure with whom most of our latino student body does not identify.
over 38% of prince george’s county public school students are his-
panic and deserve inspiring role models that they can strive to emu-
late—they cannot be that which they cannot see. the renaming of the
new adelphi Middle school, located in the heart of the latino com-
munity, to the sonia sotomayor Middle school is game-changing and
a win-win for prince george’s county. our students and community
deserve this honor and recognition.”

sonia sotomayor Middle school at adelphi, located at 8820 riggs
road, is the first school in council District 2 constructed utilizing the
p3 construction model, supported by council Member taveras.  the
new school, scheduled to open next school year, is expected to relieve
overcrowding at both buck lodge Middle school in adelphi and
nicholas orem Middle school in hyattsville.

—Angela Rouson, Prince George’s County Council Media
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY
BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UNITED METHODIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHURCH ON THE REACH FOR GOD”

9363 D’arcy road
upper Marlboro, MD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

Rev. Dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ARE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

worD of goD
coMMunity

church
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 edmonston road bladensburg, MD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. Night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. Duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ is lord and King

stephen l. wright, sr., pastor

5018 lakeland road
college park, MD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUNITy CHURCH

UNITED METHODIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HIGHLAND PARK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend church Directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

call the 
prince george’s post

today and
have your church 

information published in
our Directory.

%
call today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 sheriff road landover, MD
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘wonDerful weDnesDays
with Jesus’: 

12 noon (the power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

Dr. Henry P. Davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 oxon hill road

oxon hill, Maryland 20745
sunday school 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.M.
worship service - 11:00 a.M.
wed. prayer service & bible

study - 7:00 p.M.
office (301) 839-1166
fax     (301) 839-1721

e-mail:  fhbc@verizon.net
pastor:  rev. waymond b. Duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill road, landover, MD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

sunday school 9:00 a.m.
Morning worship 10:00 a.m.

soulful thursdays 
bible study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 old Marlboro pike,
upper Marlboro, MD

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

Reverend Twanda E. Prioleau, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

Subscribe to 

The Prince George’s Post

$15 per year for home delivery

($7.50 for Seniors)

Call 301-627-0900 to get started!

let the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increasing
your customer base. call toDay
at 855-721-MDDc, ext. 4 and start
seeing results now!

increase the digital presence of your
business! contact MDDc ad serv-
ices to receive a free Digital foot-
print consultation for your business
from a top perforMing adver-
tising agency! call 855-721-MDDc,
ext. 4, www.mddcadservices.com. 

let the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the District of columbia, pg,
Montgomery, howard and anne
arundel counties. call today at 855-
721-MDDc, ext. 4 and start seeing
results now.

BUSINESS SERVICES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BUSINESS SERVICES

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUSCLASSIFIEDS your customer base. call today at
855-721-MDDc, ext. 4 and start see-
ing results now.

save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! connect with
the Multimedia specialists of MDDc
ad services. expand your brand's
reach in our bulk advertising net-
work - call toDay! with one call,
one placement, one bill, you'll reach
over 1,000,000 readers in the entire
Mid-atlantic region. call 855-721-
MDDc, ext. 4 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com.

top ca$h paiD for olD gui-
tars! 1920-1980 gibson, Martin,
fender, gretsch, epiphone, guild,
Mosrite, rickenbacker, prairie state,
D'angelico, stromberg. and gibson
Mandolins / banjos. 888-491-4534

paying top ca$h for Men's
sport watches! rolex, breitling,
omega, patek philippe, heuer, Day-
tona, gMt, submariner and speed-
master. call 844-506-3622.

WANTED TO BUy OR TRADE

beautiful bath upDates in
as little as one Day! superior qual-
ity bath and shower systems at af-
forDable prices!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs. call
now! 877-738-0991.

use happy Jack® Kennel Dip as an
area spray to control lyme disease
ticks, fleas, stable flies, & mosquitoes
where they breed. at tractor supply®
(www.fleabeacon.com)

Dental insurance from physi-
cians Mutual insurance company.
coverage for 350 plus procedures.
real dental insurance - not just a
discount plan. Do not wait! call now!
get your free Dental information
Kit with all the details! 1-855-337-
5228 www.dental50plus.com/MDDc
#6258

let the Multimedia specialists of
MDDc ad services help you in
growing your business and increasing

PET SUPPLIES

SERVICES—MISCELLANEOUS

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES

place a business card-sized ad in the
regional small Display advertising
network! reach 1,000,000 readers
with just one call, one placement, and
one bill in over 63 newspapers in
Maryland toDay! get the reach
and results for just pennies on the
dollar! call 855-721-MDDc, ext. 4
or email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

prepare for power outages today with
a generac home standby genera-
tor. $0 Money Down + low Monthly
payment options. request a free
Quote. call now before the next
power outage: 1-855-993-0969

Dish network. $64.99 for 190 chan-
nels! blazing fast internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) switch
& get a free $100 visa gift card.
free voice remote. free hD
Dvr. free streaming on all De-
vices. call today! 1-855-407-6870

FOR SALE

Around the County from A2

50 interstate highway weekly, to a now twice-a-week collection on
141 roadways with heavy amounts of litter. that change was in place
Monday, september 19. weekly collections on 331 and other county
roadways started october 3.

Dpw&t is also increasing the frequency of mowing. Mowing is
now taking place every two weeks on primary collector and arterial
roadways. in addition, mowing frequency has increased on rural road-
side areas to every three weeks, previously taking place only every six
to eight weeks.

finally, Dpw&t previously utilized two cycles of street sweeping
every year, in the spring and in the fall. now, there will be one cycle
every month for all county primary collector and arterial curbed road-
ways and residential streets during the litter and mowing blitz.

“this is one of the most aggressive and unprecedented beautification
and cleanup efforts that the county has ever held,” said Dpw&t Di-
rector Michael Johnson. “we plan to quadruple the effort to remove
litter from our streets, while at the same time, educating our residents
about the importance of proper litter disposal.”

as part of a sustained beautification effort, Dpw&t will also host
the Fall 2022 “Growing Green with Pride Day” cleanup event, on
October 15. to register for this event go to 2022-fallapplication_fillable
(princegeorgescountymd.gov). Dpw&t is asking the community to
come together to assist with cleanups and other beautification efforts
in the county.  to report litter or illegal signs on county-maintained
roadways, please call pgc311 or 301-883-4748 from 7 a.m. until 7
p.m. Monday–friday. you may also submit your service request online
at www.countyclick311.com.

Litter from A1


