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Prince George’s 
County Fair
September 8–11, 2022

Maryland’s longest running fair, the Prince George’s

County Fair showcases the best of our local community,

from agriculture competitions and showcases, to mid-

way rides and live entertainment, to vendors and (of

course) food! The Fair has something for everyone

young and old to enjoy. For more information, visit the

fair website at http://www.countyfair.org.

2022 Fair Schedule: Sept. 8–11, 2022, Show Place Arena,

14900 Pennsylvania Ave, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Days/Hours: Thurs. & Fri. 5–10 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m.–10

p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

(Sept. 1, 2022)—Metro customers will
see a brand-new look at five Orange
line stations re-opening Tuesday,
Sept.6, 2022. New slip-resistant tiles,
brighter energy-efficient lED lighting,
larger digital display screens and rebuilt
platform edges are among the upgrades
you’ll find at New Carrollton, landover,
Cheverly, Deanwood and Minnesota
avenue stations.

Over the summer, Metro closed the
stations for platform reconstruction, cus-
tomer improvements and to conduct
safety-critical repairs on several bridges
along this segment of the Orange line.

The reopening of the five stations
marks the completion of a four-year pro-

gram to rehabilitate and modernize 20
outdoor stations across the Blue, Or-
ange, Silver, Yellow and Green lines.
The project which began in 2019, used
a new construction strategy to close sta-
tions during construction, consolidating
years of work into months.

“I’d like to thank our customers, em-
ployees, contractors, jurisdictional part-
ners, and everyone in the National Cap-
ital Region who made this project
possible,” said Metro General Man-
ager/CEO Randy Clarke. “The comple-
tion of this project demonstrates our
commitment to delivering a sustainable,
equitable, and world-class transit system
to the National Capital Region.”

Funded by our Capital Improvement
Program, the project has been the
largest, most complex capital construc-

tion project completed since Metro
opened in 1976. Today, these stations
provide customers with safer, modern
and more accessible stations includ-
ing:
• Rebuilding 25,200 feet of platform

edges to create safer, more accessible
stations

• Installing over 467,000 square feet
of slip-resistant tile to provide better
traction in wet conditions

• Completing nearly 3 million cus-
tomer trips on our free shuttle bus
service during station closures to keep
the region moving

• Installing 89 stainless-steel platform
shelters with power outlets and digital
screens to provide a more convenient
customer experience

• Enhancing over 2,800 speakers for

clearer announcements
On Sept. 6, Orange line trains re-

sume normal service to all stations be-
tween Vienna and New Carrollton and
parking fees will be restored. Some ad-
ditional work in and around the stations
may continue after stations reopen, in-
cluding the eastside bus relocation at
New Carrollton and portions of Park &
Ride and Kiss & Ride lots that will be
closed through September and as late
as October.

Metro’s Capital Improvement
Program 

Metro is investing in system safety,
reliability, and the region's economy
through its 10-year, $15 billion capital
program. For the first time in Metro's
history, the capital program is bolstered

by dedicated funding from Maryland,
Virginia, and the District of Columbia.
The capital program will improve the
customer experience and keep the re-
gion's infrastructure in a state of good
repair by investing in new railcars and
buses; improving stations and plat-
forms; upgrading fire-suppression and
emergency response systems; replacing
and repairing tracks, tunnels, bridges,
signals and communications systems;
rebuilding decades-old bus garages; and
providing modern customer amenities
such as passenger information systems.
By spending local taxpayer dollars for
capital projects, Metro is seeking to
reinvest in our hometown economy, cre-
ating jobs and encouraging participation
from disadvantaged, minority-owned,
and small businesses in the region.

laRGO, Md. (Sept. 1, 2022)—The Prince
George’s County Memorial library System
(PGCMlS) offers robust his-
panic cultural programming
year-round and its 2022 his-
panic heritage Month celebra-
tion offers a concentration of
engaging events for the whole
family. The hispanic commu-
nity is an important part of our
customers at PGCMlS. ac-
cording to the 2020 Census,
hispanics make up 18.8% of the
U.S. population and 20.4% of
the Prince George’s County
population, making hispanics
the second largest racial/ethnic group in the
county. 

“The library is thrilled to present a robust
series of hispanic heritage Month programs
this year, both to invite the general public to
learn more about the diversity that exists in
the hispanic and latin diaspora, and to cele-
brate that role of local libraries as neighbor-
hood spaces for learning and deepening in-
terpersonal connections,” said Nicholas a.
Brown, the library’s honduran-american
acting Co-CEO.

This year’s celebration starts with an ed-

ucational event to learn how Mexican culture
has influenced american cuisine. The Mexi-
can Food revolution on September 9, at 4
p.m., will take place at the Spaulding Branch.

During ready 2 read Storytime,

PGCMlS will offer stories, songs, and more,
celebrating hispanic culture through books
and songs. 

On September 19, from 1–3 p.m., the li-
brary will showcase and have a film discus-
sion about Pablo larrain’s movie neruda.
Participants will learn about the Chilean
writer and the magnificent work he had done
during the years with his poetry.  

“My Broken Language: a memoir” by
Quiara alegria hudes will be the protagonist
of the Book Discussion to celebrate hispanic
heritage Month. The event will take place

virtually on Tuesday, September 20 at 6:30
p.m.; participants can borrow a copy of the
book at their branch library. 

On Monday, September 26 at 7 p.m., as
part of the celebration and during our Inde-

pendent Film Series, the hyattsville
location will have a screening of the
local film La Manplesa—an upris-
ing remembered followed by a dis-
cussion with film director Ellie Wal-
ton. 

hispanic culture is known for its
colorful, magical rhythms, and
PGCMlS will allow families to
sing and dance with musical acts
throughout the library branches.
1,2,3 Andres, a Grammy-winning
music duo who will perform their
songs in English and Spanish on

Wednesday, September 28 at 6:30 p.m. 
The library will also have many musical

events during the hispanic heritage Month
celebration such as: 

Cantaré, which introduces audiences to
the beautiful songs and rhythms of latin
america, drawing from the musical heritage
of the Caribbean, Central, and South america.
Matt Keown will delight the audience with
the beautiful sounds of this massive mallet
percussion instrument called the marimba. 

For the list of events and more information
visit: hispanic heritage Month 

aNNaPOlIS, Md. (Sept. 1, 2022)—Governor
larry hogan today proclaimed September 2022
as the 4th annual International Underground Rail-
road Month in Maryland. The month acknowl-
edges the significance of the Underground Rail-
road, and all those involved, for its contribution
to the eradication of slavery in the United States
and as a cornerstone for the more comprehensive
civil rights movement that followed. Maryland
also continues to honor 2022 as the “Year of har-
riet Tubman” to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of Tubman’s birth.

“It’s an honor for Maryland to share the stories
of the heroes of the Underground Railroad with

the world in every possible way,” said Governor
hogan. “This month, International Underground
Railroad Month, is a way to encourage everyone
to visit historical sites and attractions and take part
in special events, so we can continue to commem-
orate the visionary freedom fighters and those they
rescued.”

Since the tribute month coincides with “The
Year of harriet Tubman” in Maryland, the Mary-
land Department of Commerce Office of Tourism
created a new collection of experiences highlight-
ing the impact the Chesapeake Bay and surround-
ing waterways had on passengers of the under-
ground railroad called, The hidden Chesapeake:
Slavery and Freedom through harriet Tubman's
Eyes. 

“With nearly 100 sites throughout the state,

Maryland is uniquely positioned as the world’s
most powerful Underground Railroad storytelling
destination,” said Secretary Mike Gill of the Mary-
land Department of Commerce. “Visiting the mu-
seums and attractions and taking part in special
activities this month honors the brave men and
women who were involved in Maryland’s contri-
butions to free enslaved people.”

Maryland has the most documented successful
escapes using the Underground Railroad and the
most National Park Service’s National Under-
ground Railroad Network to Freedom sites. a
range of sites offer permanent Underground Rail-
road exhibits and experiences, including the Josiah
henson Museum & Park, the Visit hagerstown
Underground Railroad Walking Tour, the Southern
Maryland african american heritage Guide, the

harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway
Driving Tour, and Maryland’s Frederick Douglass
Driving Tour.

International Underground railroad Month
events, exhibits, and activities include:
• “Araminta With rifle and Veve” by Joyce

Scott. a new, temporary 10-foot bronze sculp-
ture of harriet Tubman will greet visitors as
they enter the Banneker-Douglass Museum in
annapolis (Sept. 1, 2022–Sept. 30, 2023)

• “We Walk with Harriet History Walks.” Nar-
rated history tours in Caroline, Dorchester, and
Talbot counties which include walking, sailing,

Vol. 90, No. 36 September 8 — September 14, 2022 Prince George’s County, Maryland Newspaper of Record Phone: 301-627-0900 25 cents 

A COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER FOR PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY SINCE 1932

The Prince George’s Post

Governor Hogan Proclaims September as 4th Annual 
International Underground Railroad Month
Month-long Celebration Highlights Maryland’s Freedom Fighters

• Bowie State Football Begins 2022 Season
atop in First Ever hBCU DII Preseason
Coaches Poll

• Governor hogan announces Judicial 
appointments

• Volunteer Opportunities at the 
Washington International horse Show

Around the County, Page a2

Lt. Governor rutherford Tours durable
Medical Equipment re-Use Headquarters

City of Glenarden Contracts With
CoderEd to Provide Emergency
notification Services

Community, Page a3

ChildWatch:
Labor day

Too many workers are still hungering for
that american dream today—and it is time to
make it reality for all. 

Commentary, Page a4

Maryland recognizes 
Clean Energy Week 2022

Social Security Matters:
Younger Widow Asks About Collecting
Survivor Benefits

Business and Finance, Page a5

INSIDE

See UndErGrOUnd rAILrOAd Page A4

By MIChaEl RICCI 
Executive Office of the Governor

By PRESS OFFICER
PGCMLS

Colorful and Inspiring Events Mark 
Library’s 2022 Hispanic Heritage 
Month Celebration

By PRESS OFFICER
WMATA

Newly Improved Orange Line Stations to Reopen on Schedule
Featuring Platform and Customer Upgrades
Stations Reopened on Tuesday, Sept. 5

The Fair is Back!



Chuck Miller, of Miller Farms and
Surrattsville High ’74, dies at 65

This tribute from the Clinton Miller
Farms was posted in Facebook on June
15: “Early Sunday Morning June 12th,
2022, the Miller family lost a piece of
their heart, Charles Paul Miller Jr, aka
Chuck...  he was our boss and friend.
he was never really a boss because he
worked alongside of us and worked
harder than anyone else...  he was a
gentle soul who came in every single
day with a corny joke, funny or strange
little story and sometimes just a brain-
twisting puzzle he wanted us to solve.”

Chuck Miller was born in Washing-
ton, the oldest of the five children of
alice and the late Charles P. Miller Sr.,
of Clinton.  he was 65.  

he grew up on the family farm and
graduated from Surrattsville Senior
high in 1974.  

During his early years of farming,
he raised tobacco and livestock.  he
managed Miller Farms Produce Market
in Clinton and eventually fulfilled his
dreams of opening Miller’s Country
Market down in Charlotte hall, with
his wife Sue. 

Chuck enjoyed traveling, being at
his vacation home in Ocean City, and
watching hockey.  he was a huge his-
tory buff.  Most important, he cherished
being surrounded by his family.  he
was a member of St. Mary’s Church in
Bryantown and supported the many ac-
tivities of St. Mary’s School.

he’s survived by his mother, alice
Miller; his wife of 20 years, Susan; chil-
dren, amanda, Melinda, Justin and
Corey; seven grandchildren; and four
siblings.  Mass of Christian Burial was
at St. Mary’s Church with burial at
Queen of Peace Cemetery in Mechan-
icsville.

another sad note:  Chuck’s daughter
amanda wrote “For the last month
Miller’s Country Market [in Charlotte
hall] has been closed, due to my fa-
ther’s sudden passing.  Unfortunately,
we will not be able to move forward
with re-opening the market.  I want to
personally thank everyone for their con-
tinued support ....  My dad truly loved
that store and every customer that
walked in was family.  MCM wouldn’t

be what it was without all of you.  We
had an amazing staff, one heck of an
owner and so many wonderful memo-
ries...  I’m so sorry that it had to come
to this decision, but this is how it has to
be. Thank you for all the years of suc-
cess & for helping my dad live his
dream.”

(Please note:  The original Miller
Farms in Clinton, 10140 Piscataway
Road, is still open for business.)  

Town of Morningside
Morningside is hosting a Yard Sale

at the Morningside Firehouse Sept. 10,
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Rain date Saturday,
Sept. 17.  For information or reserva-
tions, call 301-736-2301.  

Upcoming meetings: Town Work
Session, Sept. 13; Town hall Meeting,
Sept 20.  Both start at 7 p.m.

Lorenza Arcia’s 100 years 
lorenza arcia turned 100 on august

10.  The staff at the Town hall believe
she marks the first time Morningside’s
had a resident a century old.

I met lorenza at her Marianne Drive
home but talked with her daughter
Elena Gutierrez.  She told me her
mother primarily speaks Spanish.

She was born in Panama on august
10, 1922.  She married Ricardo arcia,
who was a carpenter.  he is deceased.
They had four children; two of them,
Sofia and luis, have died.  Two daugh-
ters survive, Elena, who lives with her
mother, and Rosa Martinez, of German-
town, who was also present when I vis-
ited.  There’s a grandson, Eric, who
lives in Williamsburg, and a great-
granddaughter, Kathryn.

In 1971 lorenza and her daughter
Elena moved to the house on Marianne
Drive.  I asked Elena what lorenza has
done over the years.  She told me her
mother worked for a time at a factory
in New York.  But mostly, she has been
a home-body.  She always liked gar-
dening, sewing, and Spanish cooking—
using lots of rice and beans.

She enjoys television—both English
and Spanish-language.  She likes to
watch football. 

happy birthday, lorenza! 

Places to go, Things to do
The Prince George’s County Fair,

which holds the distinction of being the
oldest running Fair in Maryland, is
back!   Show Place arena, Upper Marl-
boro, Sept. 8 to 11.  hours: Thursday
& Friday: 5–10 p.m.; Saturday, 11
a.m. –10 p.m.; Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6
p.m.  Info: 301-404-5566.

The Smithsonian’s National Portrait
Gallery celebrates hispanic heritage
Month from Sept. 15 through Oct. 15
with virtual programs and an in-person
festival highlighting hispanic history,
culture, traditions and stories.  Info:
202-633-1000.

Movies on the Potomac, at National
harbor, are featuring america themes
during September.  Family movies, Sun-
day at 6 are: Sept. 4, an american Tail;
Sept. 11, Miracle; Sept. 18, american
Underdog: The Kurt Warner Story; and
Sept. 25, The Gabby Douglas Story.
Date Night Movies, Thursdays at 7:
Sept. 1, argo; Sept. 8, 42; Sept. 15,
apollo 13; Sept. 22, a league of their
Own; Sept. 29, Minari.  Free.

do you remember doo-Wop?
Creative Suitland arts Center, 4719

Silver hill Road, has a new exhibit,
Doo-Wop Under the Street lamp, a
one-room display devoted to the close-
harmony singing that blossomed in the
1950s on the East Coast, including
Washington.  It’s open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday thru Thursday; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturdays; and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun-
days; through Sept. 15. 

The exhibit is the work of Beverly
lindsay-Johnson, a Fort Washington
documentary filmmaker who chronicles
the District’s contributions to the musi-
cal genre.  She has had support from
the african american Music associa-
tion, the atlanta Doo-Wop association
and Creative Suitland.  

neighbors & other good people
archie, my longtime friend and

neighbor who has lived on Pine lane
Drive for years, has died.  I hope to tell
you more about him (including his last

Bowie State Football Begins 2022 Season Atop in
First Ever HBCU dII Preseason Coaches Poll
BOWIE, Md. (aug. 31, 2022)—Bowie State football adds another accolade
preseason honor after being voted atop in the newly formed hBCU Division
II Coaches Poll powered by BOXTOROW that was officially announced
Tuesday.

For the first time ever, the preseason poll released its top-10 ranking
with the Bulldogs at No. 1 to start the 2022 season off. The three-time de-
fending Central Intercollegiate athletic association (CIaa) champions
Bulldogs received 20 first place votes out of 24 over No. 2 albany State –
the defending Southern Intercollegiate athletic association (SIaC) cham-
pions by a margin of 24, earning just three first place votes.

CIaa foe, Fayetteville State came in No. 3, followed by Savannah State
and Virginia Union at No. 4 and No. 5, respectively.

There are 27 hBCU NCaa Division II schools and are eligible for the
poll, which includes schools from the CIaa and SIaC and lincoln (Mo.)
and West Virginia State.

The poll will be released each Tuesday during the season.
The hBCU Division II Coaches Poll powered by BOXTOROW is ad-

ministered by FROM ThE PRESS BOX TO PRESS ROW, and is voted
on by the hBCU NCaa Division II coaches.

2022 Preseason HBCU division II Coaches Poll powered by
BOXTOrOW
No. Team W-l Pts last Week
1 Bowie State (20) 12-2 213
2 albany State 10-2 186
3 Fayetteville State 8-2 160
4 Savannah State 8-2 127
5 Virginia Union 6-4 115
6 Shaw 6-4 82
7 Miles 6-4 75
8 Kentucky State 7-4 44
9 West Virginia State 6-5 40
10 Chowan 7-3 38

Others receiving votes: lane (1) 6-4 35, Benedict (5-5) 30, Tuskegee
(3-8) 22, Morehouse (4-6) 18, Winston-Salem State (3-6) 10, allen (4-5)
4, Virginia State (3-6) 4, Edward Waters (4-7) 3, Fort Valley State (5-5) 2,
Morehouse (4-6) 1, livingstone (1-9) 1.

For the most up-to-date information on Bowie State University athletics
and its 13 varsity sports teams, please visit www.bsubulldogs.com.

Governor Hogan Announces Judicial Appointments
Fills Court Vacancy in Prince George’s County
aNNaPOlIS, Md. (Sept. 1, 2022)—Governor larry hogan today an-
nounced that he has appointed Nicole Barmore to the Baltimore City Circuit
Court, Michael Barranco to the Baltimore County Circuit Court, Cameron
Brown to the Cecil County Circuit Court, donnell Turner to the Prince
George’s County Circuit Court, and Kathleen Murphy to the Baltimore
County District Court.

“It is my pleasure to appoint these distinguished individuals to fill critical
roles within Maryland’s judicial system,” said Governor hogan. “I am
grateful for their willingness to serve the people of our great state, and am
confident they will make outstanding additions to our circuit courts.”

For Prince George’s County Circuit Court: 
donnell Wilfred Turner is currently the Inspector General for the

Prince George’s County Police Department, where he oversees independent
oversight to detect fraud, abuse, misconduct, and mismanagement of police
department programs. Prior to taking on his role as Inspector General, Mr.
Turner held various positions in the public sector, including Deputy State’s
attorney and Principal Deputy State’s attorney for the Prince George’s
County State’s attorney’s Office, assistant U.S. attorney for the U.S. at-
torney’s Office for the District of Columbia, and as a Trial attorney in the
Department’s Criminal Division. Mr. Turner has previously practiced labor
and employment law in the public and private sectors, and served as an ad-
junct faculty member at Prince George’s Community College.

he received his B.S. from the University of Maryland at College Park
and his J.D. from the University of Virginia School of law.

Volunteer Opportunities at the 
Washington International Horse Show
Come join us in October for an exciting, world-class
equestrian competition! Apply online at wihs.org.

Become an integral part of one of the most prestigious, competitive and
popular equestrian events in the country! The 64th annual Washington In-
ternational horse Show (WIhS) presented by MaRS Equestrian™ is looking
for volunteers to assist with the show in many areas: 

Media Relations, Press Room; Event Production ,In-arena Promotions
Souvenirs, Merchandise; Special Events, VIP hospitality; and lots more
Volunteers do not need prior equestrian experience or background to

apply.
When: Monday–Sunday, Oct. 24–30 (seven days and three nights)
Where: The Show Place arena, Prince George’s Equestrian Center,

Upper Marlboro, Maryland
What: Experience the beauty and athleticism of the finest horses and

riders in the world, including Olympic veterans, as they come together for
world-class jumping competition, plus entertaining exhibitions, boutique
shopping, VIP hospitality, and special events.

For questions about volunteering or the application process, email
Info@wihs.org.

For more information about WIhS, visit www.wihs.org. Join us on
social on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and TikTok. Tag using
#WIhS2022, #FEIWorldCup, #TimeToBeat and #longines.

Established in 1958, the Washington International horse Show is one of
North America’s most prestigious, competitive, and entertaining equestrian
events with competition for international, professional, amateur, junior and
child riders. Highlights include the $406,000 Longines FEI Jumping World
Cup™ Washington for the President’s Cup, and the WIHS Equitation Finals
and Children’s and Adult Hunter and Jumper Championships, plus popular
community and charity events, like Kids’ Day and Barn Night. WIHS, an of-
ficial USEF Heritage Competition, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable or-
ganization. For more information, visit wihs.org.
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Brandywine-Aquasco by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMEnT AWArdS

Congratulations to Reverend Dorothea Stroman, Pastor of
Clinton United Methodist Church on receiving a lifetime
achievement award. The award reads as:  With grateful recog-
nition the ameriCorps and the office of the President of the
United States honors Reverend Dorothea Stroman with the
President’s lifetime achievement award for their lifetime com-
mitment to building a stronger nation through volunteer service.
President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 2022 awarded.

Congratulations to Carol Bell who is a (ClM) Certified
lay Minister at Clinton United Methodist Church in Clinton,
Maryland for receiving a lifetime achievement award. The
award reads as:  With grateful recognition the ameriCorps
and the office of the President of the United States honors
Carol Bell with the President’s lifetime achievement award
for their lifetime commitment to building a stronger nation
through volunteer service. President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 2022
awarded.

3rd AnnUAL PUrPLE BICYCLE rIdE
Join us Saturday, October 1, 2022, from 8 a.m. –12 p.m. for

the 3rd annual Purple Bicycle Ride for Domestic Violence
awareness and Prevention. This event is free, but you must
register to participate. location is Fairwood Park, 12390 Fair-
wood Parkway, Bowie, Maryland 20720. There are three
routes!!! 5, 10, 25 miles. Food and Fun, B.Y.O.C !!! to enjoy
good food and music.

To register:   https://bikereg.com/pgsao-purple-bike-
ride2022. For general inquiries & Cycling Club Partnerships
contact:  Sade Dennis, fodennis@co.pg.md.us. For Partnerships,
Sponsorships & Volunteering contact:  Denise Douglas, 
dadouglas@co.pg.md.

CLInTOn UnITEd METHOdIST CHUrCH
Thanks to Clinton United Methodist Church for their splen-

did generosity in providing school supplies and/or monetary
funds for the Back-To-School supplies. Backpacks and school
supplies were distributed the week of august 25, 2022. The
church was able to serve fifty-one children from Elementary
to high School age. Thank you again. Pastor Stroman, The
Church Office.

Thanks so much to Denise Reid-Bourne, Evangeline Craw-
ford and Stephnie Samuel for coordinating the Back -to-School
project. also, kudos to our workers, Rendall and Ronal Craw-
ford and Carol Bell who helped with assembling and distribut-
ing backpacks.

COnGrATULATIOnS
Congratulations to Osama Omoregbe who is a member of

Clinton United Methodist Church in Clinton, Maryland. Osama

graduated from Towson State University with a Bachelor arts
Degree in Fine arts and arts. Osama has accepted a job teaching
art in the Prince George’s County Public School System at De-
catur Middle School in Clinton, Maryland. Good luck in your
future endeavors. 

UnIVErSITY SYSTEM OF MArYLAnd
Bowie State University Staff Member receives Prestigious

USM Board of Regents award. The University System of
Maryland (USM) announced earlier this month that Tanya
Jones, executive assistant, and operations manager for President
aminta Breaux, has been recognized as a recipient of the USM
Board of regents Staff award for her extraordinary public serv-
ice to the university and the greater community. The award is
the highest honor presented by the Regents to exemplary staff
members. Congratulations Tanya.

BOWIE STATE UnIVErSITY MArCHInG BAnd  
Bowie State’s University’s Symphony of Soul Marching

Band has made a dramatic turnaround in the number of mem-
bers from a low of twenty-eight last year to seventy-eight for
the upcoming year, due in large part to focused recruiting by
Band Director Billy Bennett. Growth attributed to Business,
Computer Science, and other Degree Programs.

“Bowie offers scholarship opportunities to students that par-
ticipate in our university bands (Marching, Jazz, and/or Concert
Band). That is the bottom line.”  Bennett said, “My goal is to
continue to increase the size of our marching band and instru-
mental music ensembles next year.”  Media Contact:  David
Thompson, dlthompson@bowiestate.edu, 301-860-4311. 

BSU STrIVES TO rESPOnd TO IndUSTrY And
MArKET dEMAndS

Students at Bowie State University can now enroll in four
new undergraduate programs that are designed to prepare them
for positions in the burgeoning technology sector. applications
are now open for students to apply to earn bachelor’s degrees
in cyber operations engineering; data science; software engi-
neering and philosophy, political science, and economics (PPE).

“Our goal is to bring more value to our academic portfolio
so that potential students think of Bowie State as a university
that provides high quality computer science, technology and
engineering degree programs along with its established repu-
tation in liberal arts education,” said Dr. Carl Goodman, Provost,
and vice president for academic affairs at Bowie State Univer-
sity. “We’re committed to ensuring our students are prepared
for the new jobs that are becoming available daily in the fast-
growing STEM sectors of our economy.”  Media Contact:
David Thompson, dlthompson@bowiestate.edu, 301-860-4311. 



aNNaPOlIS, Md. (aug. 30, 2022)—
lt. Governor Boyd K. Rutherford joined
the Maryland Department of aging at
their state-of-the-art Durable Medical
Equipment (DME) headquarters in Chel-
tenham, Maryland to recognize the
statewide DME Re-Use Program. This
program collects new and gently-used
durable medical equipment, sanitizes and
refurbishes each item, and makes them
available to adults and children who need
equipment, free of charge. 

“This program will continue to greatly
improve the mobility and quality of life
of many Maryland residents,” said lt.
Governor Rutherford. “I am impressed
with the DME headquarters and grateful
to all those working to make this program
beneficial to Marylanders in need.” 

Many Marylanders require the use of
DME—such as wheelchairs, home hos-
pital beds, shower chairs, walkers, and
other assistive devices—to maintain their
independence, safety, and standard of liv-
ing. The cost of this equipment can be a
financial burden, not only to uninsured
residents but also to residents whose in-
surance will not approve the equipment
needed or for whom approval is delayed.
This innovative program offers DME to
Marylanders across the state regardless

of illness, injury, disability, or age, at no
cost to the resident.  

“Before I got the scooter, I was barely
able to move around independently in my
manual wheelchair,” said Gregory Price
of Fort Washington, a recipient of the
program. “Now, I can get to church and
other community events, and I am enjoy-
ing my newfound freedom.”

The program has made a significant
and positive environmental impact by di-
verting equipment from Maryland’s land-
fills. To date, the program has collected
more than 13,400 items, diverting
418,008 pounds, or 230,514 cubic feet,
of waste out of state landfills.

“It is with great pleasure that we offer
this first of its kind, statewide program
that provides free durable medical equip-
ment to all Maryland residents with mo-
bility needs,” said Maryland Department
of aging Secretary Rona Kramer. “The
benefits of increasing independence, so-
cial engagement, safety, mobility, and re-
cycling, while reducing environmental
waste, are immeasurable .”

To donate or request DME for use,
visit our website:
http://dme.maryland.gov or for more in-
formation call 240-230-8000, or email
DME.MDOa@maryland.gov.

WaShINGTON (Sept. 1, 2022)—Central
Union Mission has been selected as a char-
ity partner for Safeway and will receive
donations from its annual Nourishing
Neighbors campaign, which aims to ensure
that every child has access to a healthy
breakfast during the month of September. 

all donations made at the following
Safeway locations will help the Mission
provide emergency groceries for families
(including 135,000 breakfasts for children)
in the DC metropolitan area who are living
in poverty.
• 1701 Corcoran St. NW, Washington,

DC
• 415 14th St. SE, Washington, DC
• 990 E. Swan Creek road, Fort Wash-

ington, Md
• 7605 Crain Hwy, Upper Marlboro,

Md
• 3702 East West Highway, Hyattsville,

Md
• 4220 Merchant Plaza, Woodbridge Va

“Young minds and bodies need a
healthy breakfast to kick off their day,”
said President and CEO, Joe Mettimano.
“Eating breakfast improves alertness, con-
centration, mental performance and mood.
We are thrilled to have been selected as

the charity partner for numerous Safeway
locations in the DMV area and we are
grateful to Safeway’s Nourishing Neigh-
bors initiative for their ongoing commit-
ment to fighting hunger in our communi-
ties.” 

On average, Central Union Mission
feeds more than 4,000 people each month
through its Comprehensive Family Re-
source Center. That number increased dur-
ing the height of the pandemic when many
heads-of-households found themselves out
of work and in need of both food and shel-
ter for their families. Over its 138-year
history, the Mission has served as a safety
net for people who have no other place to
turn. 

Nourishing Neighbors fights hunger by
keeping food banks stocked, supporting
meal distribution programs at schools and
supporting programs that provide food to
seniors. as a program of the Safeway
Foundation, it is working to eradicate
childhood hunger in america. With as
many as 1 in 4 children in america at risk
of hunger, the funds raised in September
will be dedicated to local efforts that ensure
every child has access to a healthy break-
fast. 

“Breakfast is an essential school supply
for kids to learn, grow and thrive,” said
Safeway President Robert Miller. “We’re

just grateful to support the important work
of community partners like Central Union
Mission. Together we are making our
neighborhoods better places for our chil-
dren to grow up.” 

anyone wishing to support Central
Union Mission through this program can
go to any of the locations previously listed
and make a donation to Nourishing Neigh-
bors at checkout between September 1–30. 

Central Union Mission is a faith-based
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and the
oldest private social service agency in
Washington, DC. In addition to its emer-
gency shelter, which provides more than
60,000 bed-nights each year, the Mission
operates holistic, Christ-centered transfor-
mation and workforce development pro-
grams for men, provides benefits for veter-
ans, helps people overcome addictions,
operates a food and clothing distribution
center which provides food for over 4,000
people each month, runs a camp for un-
derprivileged children, and offers a ministry
to families and senior citizens. Charity Nav-
igator has rated Central Union Mission a
three-star charity, Candid awarded Central
Union Mission a Gold Seal for our financial
transparency and GreatNonProfits has
given Central Union Mission a Top-Rated
award.
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By BRITTaNY MaRShall 
The Office of Lieutenant Governor
Boyd K. rutherford

Lt. Governor rutherford Tours 
durable Medical Equipment re-Use Headquarters 

PhOTOGRaPh CREDIT EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ThE GOVERNOR

Lt. Governor rutherford tours the dME headquarters.

By PRESS OFFICER
Central Union Mission

Central Union Mission to receive 
nourishing neighbors donations Made at 
Local Safeway Stores in September

CITY OF GlENaRDEN, Md. (Sept. 1,
2022)—Following an extensive evalua-
tion and thorough review of mass emer-
gency alerting systems, the City of Gle-
narden has implemented the CodeRED
system, a high-speed emergency notifi-
cation service provided by OnSolve,
based in Ormond Beach, Fl. The
CodeRED system will serve as the back-
bone of the City’s emergency planning
and communications outreach. This plat-
form will allow the City of Glenarden to
communicate with residents/businesses
by sending telephone calls, text mes-
sages, emails, posts to social media and
mobile app messages to inform residents

of emergencies, critical general city
alerts/notifications and more.

The City of Glenarden Emergency
Notification System, CodeRED, will be
tested during the week of September 15,
2022 to validate telephone numbers in
the City of Glenarden’s database. There
is no need to take action if you receive
the call as this process helps us con-
tinually improve the system. If your
phone number is not in the database, you
will not receive a call when we do launch
an important notification. 

To receive emergency and important
information pertaining to City of Gle-
narden we encourage all residents and
businesses to go to the www.cityof
glenarden.org website, click on the
CodeRED logo located on the homepage

and enter your contact information, in-
cluding additional phone numbers, and
text and email addresses, or text 
GLENARDEN to 99411 to receive the
link directly to your mobile phone and
sign up from there. 

If you know of anyone who did not
receive this call who lives in City of 
Glenarden please encourage them to
visit the City’s website and enter their
information.

If you do not have Internet access,
please contact a friend or family member
to help add your contact information to
the emergency database. Questions re-
garding this system test should be di-
rected to City of Glenarden at (301) 773-
2100.

By PRESS OFFICER
City of Glenarden

City of Glenarden Contracts With CodeRED to
Provide Emergency Notification Services to
Community and to Test the CodeRED
Community Notification System

Outdoor Movie: Spider Man no Way Home 
Date and time: Saturday, September 10, 2022, 7:30–9:30 p.m.
Description: Join the Town of Upper Marlboro and the volunteer events
committee for our Free annual outdoor Summer Movie Night in Down-
town Upper Marlboro. Come early to get to know your neighbors and
share your love of movies. attendees are welcome to bring their own
blankets, lawn chairs, and snacks. Free meter parking.
location: Schoolhouse Pond, 14100 Governor Oden Bowie Drive

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Hispanic Heritage Celebration:  Fran Oviedo
Date and time: Art Exhibition: September 13–November 4, Gallery
hours: Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m.; Artist reception: September
29, 6 p.m.
Description: In this exhibition, Fran Oviedo’s paintings allude to her na-
tive country of Chile, where she lived for much of her life. however,
because her work is abstract landscapes and, in some cases, reaches
complete abstraction, the viewer can be transported anywhere in the
world or from their imagination. Oviedo’s works largely reflect her
inner, optimistic and adventurous world, and that gets further influenced
by particular situations she is in. 
location: Publick Playhouse, 5445 landover Road, Cheverly, MD

20784
Contact: www.pgparks.com/2280/The-Prince-Georges-Publick-

Playhouse

2022 Baltimore rhythm Festival
Date and time: Saturday, September 17, 2022, Noon–6 p.m.; 7–10 p.m.
for evening concert
Description: For over twenty years, the Baltimore Rhythm Festival has
been welcoming attendees to bring people together, inspire, and change
lives. The evening concert will feature beloved african performance
troupes Kulu Mele african Dance & Drum Ensemble and the Osagyefo
Dance Company. We share a variety of performances, workshops, and
experiences in a space of joy and community that is welcome to all. 
Cost: Festival: Free; Evening Concert: $15 (and $10 for stu-

dents, seniors, and those in need). Note: negative PCR
test or Proof of Vaccination needed to enter the theater.

location: Festival: Baltimore City Public Charter Montessori
School, 1600 Guilford ave., Baltimore, MD 21202
Evening Concert: Baltimore Center Stage, head Theater,
700 North Calvert Street, Baltimore MD 21202

Contact: www.baltimorerhythmfestival.org

Stage Play: Unforgettable
Date and time: Sunday, September 18, 2022, 5 p.m.
Description: Gdavis Productions and Films, llC and the alzheimer’s
association have joined together to create a new stage play titled Unfor-
gettable. This dynamic and emotional stage play will showcase the
effects of caring for a loved one with alzheimer’s and the importance of
understanding early detection and participating in clinical trials while
introducing them to the plethora of resources offered via the alzheimer’s
association. 
Cost: Free; reserve your ticket at unforgettableplay.com.
location: Bowie Center for the Performing arts, 15200 annapolis

Road, Bowie, MD 20715
Contact: https://bowiecenter.org/event/unforgettable/

Inaugural Prince George’s Film Festival
Date and time: September 22–25, 2022
Description: In celebration of the Prince George’s arts and humanities
Council’s 40th anniversary, the Prince George’s Film Office presents
the 2022 Prince George’s Film Festival - Take One. The Prince
George’s Film Festival is the premier program for new film works
from up-and-coming and established independent filmmakers with
diverse voices. Festival passes are now available for purchase! Take
advantage of the opportunity to attend a vibrant and robust film festival
experience that will feature keynote speakers, panel discussions with
film experts, insightful conversations, networking receptions, work-
shops, community activities, special events, and virtual film screenings.
all proceeds from the Prince George's Film Festival will support the
arts in the County. 
Cost: $15 Single film ticket; $40 unlimited screenings; $50 un-
limited workshops & panels; $125 VIP unlimited access to all fea-
tures.  Purchase tickets: https://pgff2022.eventive.org/passes/buy

national Public Lands day: Piscataway Park
Date and time: September 24 & 25, 2022, 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Description: Give back to the space you love! help celebrate our won-
derful public lands by stewarding the plants and waters in Piscataway
Park. Pull invasive plants and remove trash from the shoreline, to beautify
the park’s natural spaces. Registration is required.  
ages: all ages, youth under the age of 18 must be accompanied
by a parent/guardian for the duration of the event.
location: Piscataway Park, 3400 Bryan Point Road, accokeek, MD

20607
Register: https://calendar.accokeekfoundation.org/events/month/

2022-09/

Platinum Movie: Just Mercy
Date and time: Thursday, September 29, 2022, 11 a.m.
Description: World-renowned civil rights defense attorney Bryan Steven-
son works to free a wrongly condemned death row prisoner. 
Cost: $3/person
ages: ages 60 & better
location: Publick Playhouse, 5445 landover Road, Cheverly, MD

20784
Contact: www.pgparks.com/2280/The-Prince-Georges-Publick-

Playhouse

Save the date: Purple Light nights Lighting Ceremony
Date and time: Thursday, September 29, 2022, 6 p.m.
Description: Join Sheriff Melvin C. high and The Office of The Sheriff
Break the Cycle of Domestic Violence
location: Prince George’s Community College, Novak Field house

Courtyard (lot h), 301 largo Road, largo, MD 20774

Calendar of Events



(Sept. 1, 2022)—Nikki Giovanni
rarely looks back. But when she
reflects on her time at Virginia
Tech, her accolades as an award-
winning writer and visionary are
not first of mind. 

“I hope that I’ve done a good
job,” said Giovanni. “I hope that
I’ve done at least my fair share.”

It’s hard to imagine Virginia
Tech without Giovanni, but the
legendary poet has decided that it
is time to close the classroom
chapter.

as of Sept. 1, she is retiring
after 35 years as a professor in
the Department of English.

“In all fairness, I’m getting
old,” Giovanni, 79, said.

Even so, the poet is not hang-
ing up her pen. In fact, her newest
children’s book, "a library,"  is
set to debut this fall at the library
of Congress in Washington, D.C.
It recounts her weekly visits as a
child to a segregated library near
her home.

Giovanni is known around the
world for her poetry, essays, and
written work that delve into social
issues, including race and gender.

among her many accomplish-
ments, she has published 11 illus-
trated children's books, received
30 honorary degrees and seven
NaaCP Image awards, and has
been a finalist for a Grammy and
for the National Book award.
Oprah Winfrey has named her one
of 25 living legends. Giovanni is
a sought-after speaker and public
voice, most recently appearing on
CNN’s "United Shades of amer-
ica."

In Blacksburg, she has used
her written and spoken work to
mark significant events in Virginia
Tech history, creating poems for
the april 16 tragedy and for the
Class of 2020’s commencement

ceremony, which occurred at the
height of the pandemic.

Nikki Giovanni has been an
important and deeply valued pres-
ence on our campus, giving voice
to the spirit of Virginia Tech and
helping us celebrate, mourn, learn,
heal, and be better,” said Virginia
Tech President Tim Sands. “her
words will continue to inspire us
and touch readers around the
world, and while we will miss her
regular presence on campus, she
will always be a beloved member
of our university community.”

Many faculty and students
know her for more than her
awards. From NFl athletes to
business leaders and professional
writers, hokies have gleaned
years of wisdom and life lessons
from Giovanni.

Giovanni landed at Virginia
Tech in 1987 after receiving an
invitation from Ginney Fowler, a
faculty member in the Department
of English who recently retired.
Fowler recruited Giovanni after
hearing her speak at a conference.

Giovanni said she had never
heard of Virginia Tech. But she
accepted the offer made over the
phone and moved her mother and
her son with her to the New River
Valley from Ohio.

Giovanni was hired as part of
the Commonwealth Visiting Pro-
fessor program, which sought to
bring artists and scholars from mi-
nority groups to the university. By
then, Giovanni had established
her name as part of the national
Black arts Movement while mak-
ing a living speaking and reading
her work. Some nicknamed her
the "Princess of Black Poetry,"
Fowler said.

about a year after Giovanni
came to Blacksburg, Fowler said
she began to see glimpses of the
ways that the author was different
from other faculty.

One day, Giovanni decided to

organize a fish fry on the Drill-
field. She purchased flounder and
bread, talked to kitchen staff, and
invited the whole campus for a
free fish sandwich.

“She was talking to me about
the fact that students and faculty
needed to get together more,”
Fowler said. “I thought ‘She has
lost her mind. Who’s going to
come to a fish fry on the Drill-
field?’”

But people did come, includ-
ing legendary football coach
Frank Beamer and many athletes.

“That was the first time I real-
ized that she could really change
things,” Fowler said.

another example of Gio-
vanni’s unique nature was when
she was asked to keep the minutes
at an executive committee meet-
ing for the English department.
Rather than note the meeting’s
main points, Giovanni docu-
mented what kind and color socks
people were wearing.

“Quite naturally, nobody ever
asked her to take minutes again,”
Fowler said.

all along, as Giovanni’s repu-
tation as a poet and activist was
growing, so was her work shaping
students’ lives—in more ways
than one.

Take Kwame alexander, now
a New York Times bestselling au-
thor and winner of the Newbery
Medal, which is given to authors
of american children’s literature.
he took his first advanced poetry
class with Giovanni when he was
a sophomore at Virginia Tech. But
he could not understand why she
spent the majority of class talking
about life and current events with
students. They were not learning
how to write, he said.

Eventually, he figured it out.
Giovanni told him, “Kwame, I
can teach you how to write, but I
can’t teach you how to be inter-
esting,” he recalled.

“When I look back, I learned
everything,” he said. “That’s
where I got the tools to be able to
write.”

Will Furrer, a former hokie
and NFl quarterback who ma-
jored in English, said Giovanni
taught him how to find his voice.

“The duty that we had to our-
selves was to develop our own
voice and learn how to tell our
story so that we could do some-
thing other than sports,” Furrer
said, explaining that this was a
point that Giovanni honed during
her classes to which many athletes
at the time flocked.

her advice resonated with him,
in particular now in his job as
chief strategy officer for Q2 bank-
ing in austin, Texas. The com-
pany builds banking apps.

When he was a student, Furrer
recalled sitting in Giovanni’s of-
fice in Major Williams hall and
listening to her stories about
aretha Franklin, Toni Morrison,
Morgan Freeman, and many other
famous U.S. novelists, artists, ac-
tors, and leaders. She was close
friends with many of them.

In fact, Giovanni organized an
event to celebrate Morrison’s
legacy in 2012 at Virginia Tech,
and among the attendees were
Maya angelou and Rita Dove, lit-
erary legends.

“She has been a new and dif-
ferent voice on campus,” said Fur-
rer, who recently visited Giovanni
to interview her for his company’s
podcast celebrating Black history
Month. “She brought different
people, different actors, different
influencers to campus so that peo-
ple in Blacksburg and Virginia
Tech could experience diverse
points of view.”

Even students who could not
get into her classes reached out to
her—and she responded.

Christal Presley was one of
them. as a student, she remem-

bers approaching Giovanni with
her manuscript of a children's
book in hand to ask for feedback.
Giovanni invited Presley to her
office and insisted that she call
her “Nikki,” rather than “Ms. Gio-
vanni.”

Shortly after that meeting,
Presley received a typed page of
feedback about her manuscript
from Giovanni, along with the
writer’s home phone number.

“Call me anytime,” Giovanni
told her.

“She was the first writer who
ever really told me I had talent
and who I felt sincerely believed
that,” said Presley, who went on
to publish a memoir about her fa-
ther in 2012 for which Giovanni
wrote an endorsement. “I was a
nobody. I believed what she said
about my writing, and that’s one
of the things that has carried me
through the years, through a
bunch of rejections.”

Giovanni’s presence has drawn
aspiring student writers, such as
honora ankong, to Virginia Tech.
ankong completed the univer-
sity’s Master of Fine arts program
this past spring.

“She was part of the allure of
Virginia Tech for me,” said
ankong, who met Giovanni sev-
eral times but never took a class
with the writer. “I was able to be
in community with this living leg-
end.”

Similarly, Giovanni was one
of the reasons Rebecca Weaver-
hightower, professor and chair of
the Department of English, ac-
cepted a position at Virginia Tech
in 2020.

“You don't find such recogniz-
able poets much anymore across
the generations,” said Weaver-
hightower, who remembers being
“star struck” while having dinner
with Giovanni and Fowler during

her campus visit. “her work in
poetry, in diversity, in social jus-
tice have made her name a house-
hold word and made her a model
for aspiring poets, young women,
and people of color, as well as
others.”

In 2005, Giovanni created a
poetry competition named for its
benefactor, the late Charles Ste-
ger, former Virginia Tech presi-
dent. later, the event was re-
named the Giovanni-Steger
Poetry Prize competition. The an-
nual contest recognizes poetry by
students of all disciplines and car-
ries a large cash award.

Giovanni was named a Uni-
versity Distinguished Professor in
1999. The honor recognizes Vir-
ginia Tech faculty whose schol-
arly work attracts national and/or
international recognition.

her most challenging time at
Virginia Tech came in april of
2007, when Giovanni was asked
to speak at a campus convocation
the day following the april 16
tragedy.

“I didn’t know how it was go-
ing to be received,” she said. “You
just did what you had to do. It still
brings tears to my eyes.”

In her retirement, she said will
miss talking with Virginia Tech
students regularly.

“I do enjoy talking to sharper
minds, and Tech has good minds,”
she said.

One of her goals, along with
helping to mentor students, has
been to teach them to dig deeper.

“I want my students to not ac-
cept what they are hearing, but to
look and say ‘what kind of sense
does this make?’ and ‘what is go-
ing to be the end result?’” she
said.

See GIOVAnnI Page A6

labor Day has been celebrated in american
communities since the late 1800s, and since 1894
the first Monday in September has been set aside
as a national holiday to honor american workers.
From the beginning labor Day was celebrated with
picnics and grand parades. Today, as retail sales
have become as much of a labor Day tradition as
long weekends and cookouts, for many workers
this day is no longer a holiday at all. But it should
be a day to honor the people who have made amer-
ica all that it is and a reminder for all of us to keep
working to make it what it should be.

In his brilliant 1936 poem “let america Be
america again,” langston hughes made clear that
our nation has never actually been what it should
be for many americans; “america never was
america to me.” But he still urged that america

“be the dream it used to be”: a land “where lib-
erty/Is crowned with no false patriotic wreath,/But
opportunity is real, and life is free,/Equality is in
the air we breathe.” Instead, for the many laborers,
farmers, and factory workers on whose backs
america was built, that american dream clashed
again and again with american reality:

“I am the poor white, fooled and pushed apart,
I am the Negro bearing slavery’s scars.
I am the red man driven from the land,
I am the immigrant clutching the hope I seek—
and finding only the same old stupid plan
Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak . . .
Tangled in that ancient endless chain
Of profit, power, gain, of grab the land!
Of grab the gold! Of grab the ways of satisfying

need!

Of work the men! Of take the pay!
Of owning everything for one’s own greed!

I am the farmer, bondsman to the soil.
I am the worker sold to the machine.
I am the Negro, servant to you all.
I am the people, humble, hungry, mean—
hungry yet today despite the dream . . .”

Years later, our nation’s 20th century prophet
Dr. Martin luther King, Jr. used similar language
and foreshadowed his own famous american
dream when he spoke to the aFl-CIO labor union
convention in December 1961:

“I look forward confidently to the day when all
who work for a living will be one with no thought
to their separateness as Negroes, Jews, Italians or
any other distinctions. This will be the day when
we bring into full realization the american
dream—a dream yet unfulfilled. a dream of equal-
ity of opportunity, of privilege and property widely
distributed; a dream of a land where men will not
take necessities from the many to give luxuries to
the few; a dream of a land where men will not ar-
gue that the color of a man’s skin determines the
content of his character; a dream of a nation where
all our gifts and resources are held not for ourselves
alone, but as instruments of service for the rest of
humanity; the dream of a country where every
man will respect the dignity and worth of the hu-
man personality. That is the dream.”

Too many workers are still hungering for that
american dream today—and it is time to make it
reality for all. This labor Day weekend is another
opportunity to say along with hughes:

“I say it plain,
america never was america to me,
and yet I swear this oath—
america will be!”

***

On this labor Day, we thank You for all the
people who make our country great.

Who grow food to eat and build houses where
people sleep and make clothes that help us stay
warm.

Who clean the schools we learn in and the parks
we play in and the streets we walk on.

Who drive the buses and trains and fly the
planes that take us where we have to go.

Who protect us from danger of all kinds.
Who heal us when we are sick and teach us

what we need to know.
Who provide jobs with decent wages and ben-

efits.
Who pray for us and preach to us Your word in

an errant world.
Thank You, God, for all who hold our commu-

nities together.
—September 2, 2022
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COMMENTARY

and horse and buggy rides. (Sept. 24–26,
led by harriet Tubman Museum and Edu-
cational Center)

• “Beacon of Hope.” a new 12-foot bronze
sculpture of harriet Tubman, created by
Wesley Wofford Sculpture Studio, will be
dedicated at the Dorchester County Court-
house, a former site of slave auctions and
a daring escape to freedom engineered by
Tubman in the mid-1800s. The ceremony
will take place during the annual Day of
Resilience event. (September 10, Dorch-
ester County Courthouse, Cambridge)

• “Birding on the Harriet Tubman Un-
derground railroad Byway.” Join har-
riet Tubman Tours and Delmarva Birding
Weekends for a guided, self-driven tour.
learn about the life and times of the famed
freedom seeker and human rights activist

known as “The Moses of her People,”
and experience some of the best birding
and Bald Eagle watching on america’s
Eastern Seaboard. (September 14)

• “Emancipation Celebration.” Celebrate
harriet Tubman’s decision to self-liberate
with programs and activities throughout
the day. (Sept. 18, 2022 at the harriet Tub-
man Underground Railroad State Park and
Visitor Center, Church Creek)

• “The Underground railroad: Freedom
Seekers on the B&O railroad.” a new
immersive multimedia exhibit examines
the role of the physical railroad in the Un-
derground Railroad network and gives an
intimate look at the lives and journeys of
27 individuals who sought freedom from
slavery along the B&O. (Sept. 24, free
reservations required for timed entry,
B&O Railroad Museum, Baltimore)

• “Joseph Holston: Color in Freedom,

Journey along the Underground rail-
road.” Noted contemporary artist Joseph
holston brings his graphic power and vi-
sion to creating a powerful imagined jour-
ney along the Underground Railroad.
More than 50 paintings, etchings, and
drawings evoke the courage and tenacity
of enslaved peoples struggling toward
freedom. (Opens Sept. 24, Washington
County Museum of Fine arts, hager-
stown)
To plan your journey along the Under-

ground Railroad Month and to learn more,
visit https://www.visitmaryland.org/UGRR. 

To learn more about the Tubman Byway,
download the audio guide complete with
new aR/VR experiences, or request a free
copy of the byway map and guide. Share
your travel highlights on social media using
the hashtag #MDinFocus and #Tubman200.

Underground railroad from A1

By PRESS OFFICER
Virginia Tech



(Sept. 1, 2022)—In recognition of the sixth
annual National Clean Energy Week (NCEW),
Governor larry hogan issued a proclamation
celebrating September 26–30, 2022, as Clean
Energy Week in the state of Maryland.   

In his proclamation, Governor hogan rec-
ognized the growing importance of clean en-
ergy—noting Maryland’s only nuclear power
plant accounts for more than 40 percent of
the state’s utility-scale electricity generation.
last year, Governor hogan joined more than
half of the nation’s governors in issuing
proclamations to recognize NCEW in their
respective states. 

“We thank Governor larry hogan for join-
ing us in celebrating National Clean Energy
Week,” said heather Reams, chair of NCEW
and president of Citizens for Responsible En-
ergy Solutions (CRES). “across the country,
the cost of living continues to rise. It is critical
that we take a hard look at the solutions clean
energy technologies provide  to address amer-
ica’s most pressing environmental, economic,
and national security needs. The sixth annual
NCEW and Policy Makers Symposium con-
nects government officials from both sides of
the aisle as well as top industry leaders, re-
searchers, investors, and advocates to discuss
how we can make the prospect of a clean en-
ergy future a reality, not only in Maryland but
throughout the country.”   

“Maryland must harness the power of en-

trepreneurs and small businesses and broader
private sector to assert energy leadership in
the global marketplace and assure  low-cost,
reliable and resilient energy for our citizens
and communities,” said Governor hogan in
his 2022 proclamation. “as america cele-
brates National Clean Energy Week, I encour-
age all individuals and organizations in Mary-
land to support common sense  solutions that
address the nation’s economic and energy
needs in the 21st century.” 

NCEW began in 2017 as a bipartisan fo-
rum to bring together clean energy leaders
and advocates across america. Through en-
gaging programming such as the Policy Mak-
ers Symposium, the weeklong virtual event
celebrates the critical role that clean energy
plays in reducing greenhouse gas emissions
while simultaneously bolstering the nation’s
economy and energy independence.   

For more information about NCEW, in-
cluding sponsorship opportunities, remote  and
in-person events, and registration for the Pol-
icy Makers Symposium, visit the NCEW web-
site at https://nationalcleanenergyweek.org.   

National Clean Energy Week (NCEW), de-
scribed by POLITICO as “a veritable who’s
who of the Clean Energy World,” is an annual
awareness week to recognize the value of clean
energy including abundant job opportunities,
economic growth, energy independence, con-
sumer choice, lower energy prices, and a
cleaner environment. Twitter (@NCEWConf)
and Facebook (NationalCleanEnergyWeek). 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE
Ask rusty:

Younger Widow Asks About Collecting Survivor Benefits
By RUSSEll GlOOR, 
National Social Security advisor at the aMaC Foundation,the non-profit arm of the 
Association of Mature American Citizens

Social Security Matters Maryland recognizes 
Clean Energy Week 2022

Future of Prince George’s County Content+Cocktails
Exploring the Latest CrE Opportunities in national Harbor, Largo Town Center,

Hyattsville & More
October 13, 2022 • 4:00 p.m. • $119.00

register: https://www.bisnow.com/events/washington-dc/neighborhood/
future-of-prince-georges-county-content-cocktails-7545

The College Park Marriott hotel & Conference Center, 3501 University Blvd E,
hyattsville, MD, 20783, Ballroom: Patuxent Room, located on the main level of the

Conference Center
Presented by Prince George’s County Economic development Council and 

United Bank

Dear Rusty:  My husband died several years ago in
2019. It is my understanding that I should be receiving
some portion of his Social Security payments. however,
when I called to notify Social Security that he passed,
they told me not to touch his last check because it would
be taken back. I was 8 years younger than my husband,
so I am still only 58. I also have always made more
income than he did. how do I find out if there is some
sort of residual that I should still be receiving? Signed:
Widowed Wife

Dear Widowed Wife: The reason you were told “not to
touch” your husband’s last check is because benefits are
not payable for the month a person dies. Social Security
pays benefits in the month following the month they are
earned, so someone who dies before the month ends
isn’t entitled to benefits for that month. Social Security
will, indeed, take that payment back. as a survivor, you
aren’t entitled to those benefits because they were
awarded to your deceased husband and will be taken
back because he didn’t live the full month. 

as for any benefits you are entitled to as your hus-
band’s survivor, you cannot collect a monthly survivor
benefit until you are at least 60 years old (unless you
are disabled, in which case you can collect as early as
age 50). Sixty is the earliest age to collect survivor ben-
efits, but claimed at age 60 the survivor benefit will be
reduced by 28.5% from what it would be at your full
retirement age (FRa) of 67. Survivor benefits reach
maximum at your FRa, but taken any earlier will be
reduced by .396% per month early, to a maximum re-
duction of 28.5%. You are, however, entitled to a one-
time lump sum death benefit of $255, for which you
can contact Social Security at 1.800.772.1213 (or at
your local SS office). 

You should also be aware that taking any monthly
SS benefit before reaching your full retirement age of
67 will subject you to Social Security’s “earnings test,”
which limits how much you can earn before they take
back some (or all) of your benefits. The earnings limit
changes annually but for 2022 the limit is $19,560 and,
if that is exceeded, SS will take back benefits equal to
$1 for every $2 over the limit (they “take back” by

withholding future benefit payments or requiring you
to repay in a lump sum). If you’re working full time
and earning substantially more than the annual earnings
limit, it’s usually not prudent (and may not even be pos-
sible) to claim your monthly survivor benefit before
your full retirement age. 

From what you’ve shared, it doesn’t appear that you
are currently entitled to any Social Security survivor
benefit, other than the one-time death benefit of $255.
You may consider claiming a survivor benefit when
you are sixty, but your work status and earnings level
may restrict or eliminate your ability to collect a monthly
survivor benefit at that time. Once you reach your FRa,
however, the earnings test no longer applies, and you
can apply for any benefit available to you. When the
earnings test goes away at your FRa, you can also
choose to take your smaller survivor benefit first and
let your personal SS retirement benefit grow, to maxi-
mum at age 70 if you wish.

The 2.4 million member association of Mature american
Citizens [aMaC]www.amac.us is a vibrant, vital senior
advocacy organization that takes its marching orders
from its members. AMAC Action is a non-profit, non-
partisan organization representing the membership in
our nation’s capital and in local Congressional Districts
throughout the country. And the AMAC Foundation
(www.AmacFoundation.org) is the Association’s non-
profit organization, dedicated to supporting and edu-
cating America’s Seniors. Together, we act and speak on
the Association members’ behalf, protecting their interests
and offering a practical insight on how to best solve the
problems they face today. Live long and make a difference
by joining us today at www.amac.us/join-amac. 

This article is intended for information purposes only and does
not represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security Administration or any
other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email
us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.



name) in a future column.
Three Prince George’s area high schools have made The Wash-

ington Post Top 20: Dr. henry a. Wise Jr., #8; C.h. Flowers, #10;
and St. Vincent Pallotti, #20.

Dr. Monica Goldson, Prince George’s Schools’ CEO, has an-
nounced an end to the mask mandate for students. 

linda Dabney, of Forestville/District heights, reported on
NextDoor Morningside that a bobcat has been spotted wandering
around the Donnell Drive and Beltz Drive area.  She warns: Keep
an eye on your kids and pets!

Milestones 
happy birthday to anthony Thomas and hank Busky, Sept. 12;

Patricia Epperly, Sept. 13; Kenny Clark, Sept. 14; Elnora McCall,
Sept. 15; Dolores McDonald, Sept. 16; Steven Warren and Yolanda
Dooley, Sept. 16; Kimberly Brewer and Everett Mason, Jr., Sept.
17.

happy anniversary to les & Kathy hedrick, their 53 on Sept.
13; Sal & Kathy (Blankenship) Biberaj, Their 19th on Sept. 14; and
former Morningside Councilman Russell & Carole Butler, their 34th
on Sept. 17.
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COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BAPTIST

BAPTIST

UnITEd METHOdIST

WESTPHALIA
United Methodist Church

“A CHUrCH On THE rEACH FOr GOd”

9363 D’arcy Road
Upper Marlboro, MD 

Two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
Fax: (301) 735-1844

rev. dr. Timothy West,
Pastor

ALL ArE WELCOME

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

WORD OF GOD
COMMUNITY

ChURCh
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston Road Bladensburg, MD 

(301) 864-3437

Intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

Church School: - 9:15 a.m.

Morning Worship Celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

Elder Willie W. duvall, Pastor

First Baptist Church of
College Park

Welcomes You Where Jesus
Christ Is lord and King

Stephen l. Wright, Sr., Pastor

5018 lakeland Road
College Park, MD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.

COMMUnITY CHUrCH

UnITEd METHOdIST

FIrST BAPTIST CHUrCH
OF HIGHLAnd PArK

BAPTIST

Have a 
Safe 

Weekend Church Directory 
advertisements are

paid ads. 

Call the 
Prince George’s Post

today and
have your Church 

information published in
our Directory.

%
Call Today!  

301-627-0900

 

‘A Bible Based, Christ Centered
& Spirit Led Congregation’

6801 Sheriff Road landover, MD
20785 (301) 773-6655

Sunday Biblical Institute: 
9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 
7:30 a.m., 10:45 a.m.

Saturday Worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘WONDERFUl WEDNESDaYS
WITh JESUS’: 

12 noon (The Power hour) and 6:45 pm

“A Time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & The Word”

dr. Henry P. davis III, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

Forest Heights 
Baptist Church

We exist to strengthen your 
relationship with God.
6371 Oxon hill Road

Oxon hill, Maryland 20745
Sunday School 

(adults & Children) - 9:30 a.M.
Worship Service - 11:00 a.M.
Wed. Prayer Service & Bible

Study - 7:00 P.M.
Office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FhBC@verizon.net
Pastor:  Rev. Waymond B. Duke

S. G. Spottswood
A.M.E. Zion Church

419 hill Road, landover, MD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“We are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

Matthew 28:19–20

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.

Soulful Thursdays 
Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United Methodist Church

14418 Old Marlboro Pike,
Upper Marlboro, MD

Church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (Children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

reverend Twanda E. Prioleau, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

Morningside from A2

let the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. Call TO-
DaY at 855-721-MDDC, Ext. 4 and
start seeing results NOW!

let the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increase
your customer base by connecting
your brand with 433,927 readers lo-
cated in the District of Columbia,
PG, Montgomery, howard and
anne arundel Counties. Call today
at 855-721-MDDC, Ext. 4 and start
seeing results NOW.

Increase the digital presence of
your business! Contact MDDC ad
Services to receive a FREE Digital
Footprint Consultation for your
business from a TOP PERFORM-

ING advertising agency! Call 855-
721-MDDC, Ext. 4, www.mddcad-
services.com. 

Place a business card-sized ad in the
Regional Small Display advertising
Network! Reach 1,000,000 readers
with just one call, one placement,
and one bill in over 63 newspapers
in Maryland TODaY! Get the
REaCh and RESUlTS for just pen-
nies on the dollar! Call 855-721-
MDDC, Ext. 4 or email
kberrier@mddcpress.com.

DISh Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE hD DVR. FREE Streaming
on all Devices. Call today! 1-855-
407-6870

BUSInESS SErVICES

FOr SALE

BUSInESS OPPOrTUnITIES BUSInESS SErVICES FOr SALE SErVICES—MISCELLAnEOUS

CLASSIFIEDS

let the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC ad Services help you in
growing your business and increas-
ing your customer base. Call today
at 855-721-MDDC, Ext. 4 and start
seeing results NOW.

Save loads of money with your ad-
vertising budgets! CONNECT with
the Multimedia Specialists of
MDDC ad Services. Expand your
brand's reach in our Bulk advertis-
ing Network - Call TODaY! With
one call, one placement, one bill,
you'll reach over 1,000,000 readers
in the entire Mid-atlantic region.
Call 855-721-MDDC, Ext. 4 or
email kberrier@mddcpress.com.

PaYING TOP Ca$h FOR MEN'S
SPORT WaTChES! Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner
and Speedmaster. Call 844-506-
3622.

TOP Ca$h PaID FOR OlD GUI-
TaRS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'angelico, Stromberg. and Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 888-491-4534

WAnTEd TO BUY Or TrAdE

SUBSCRIBE!
The Prince George’s Post!

Call 301-627-0900

Prepare for power outages today
with a GENERaC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down + low
Monthly Payment Options. Request
a FREE Quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-855-993-0969

BEaUTIFUl BaTh UPDaTES in
as little as ONE DaY! Superior
quality bath and shower systems at
aFFORDaBlE PRICES!  lifetime
warranty & professional installs.
Call Now! 877-738-0991.

Use happy Jack® Kennel Dip as an
area spray to control lyme disease
ticks, fleas, stable flies, & mosqui-
toes where they breed. at Tractor
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

DENTal INSURaNCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insurance -
NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-337-5228 www.den-
tal50plus.com/MDDC #6258

HOME IMPrOVEMEnT
SErVICES

PET SUPPLIES

SErVICES—MISCELLAnEOUS

her work with many hokies has come full circle, in particular with
alexander, who calls Giovanni his literary mother.

Nearly 10 years after he graduated from Virginia Tech, Giovanni
asked him to submit a poem for inclusion in her book “Grand Fathers,”
published in 1999. at the time, alexander was struggling to make
ends meet as a writer.

“That letter she sent me with the $50 check to pay me for the poem,
those two things secured another three years of confidence in me that
I could do this,” he said. “It gave me a three year boost, like a booster
shot.”

about seven years later, he was invited to speak at a conference for
English teachers in New York. Since he was an up-and-coming author,
he wondered why the conference organizers chose him to speak. af-
terward, he learned that Giovanni had recommended him for the role.

“This is what a real teacher does,” he said. “They give you what
you need, they inform and inspire you, they put you on this path, and
they do these little things to give you a leg up.”

Giovanni from A4


