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The Prince George’s Post

annapolis, md. (Dec. 23, 2019)—
the number of rapes in maryland in-
creased last year by 15% over the pre-
vious year, according to an annual FBi
uniform crime report, released sept.
30.

this was significant—the largest
year-over-year increase for the state
since the FBi’s definition of rape was
revised in 2013.

it’s also wrong.
in fact, many of maryland’s crime

statistics reported by government agen-
cies are unusually inconsistent—even
“astounding” and “bizarre”— according
to a national crime statistics expert.

numbers for the same crimes over
the same time period in the same juris-
diction are different —sometimes
markedly different—depending on
which agency is reporting them: the
FBi, the state police or the local law
enforcement department.

in one county, for example, the FBi
reported 13 people murdered; the state
police listed 23 and the county, 26.

what happened to the other 10 or 13
people not included in the FBi’s report?
no officials fully explained.

in fact, none of the agencies was able
to fully explain how the same type of
crime appeared to happen more or less
often depending solely on which one
reported it.

one of the largest disparities came
from prince george’s county, where a
difference of more than 100 incidents
of sexual assault between the FBi and
the local police department’s reports
dramatically affect the overall 2018
numbers for the state.

the federal report showed that
statewide, there were 200 more inci-
dents of rape in 2018 than in 2017—
and more than 100 of those came from
prince george’s county alone.

according to the FBi, the prince
george’s county police Department re-
ported to them that rapes in the county
had more than doubled—from 97 in
2017 to 214 last year.

But when capital news service con-
tacted the county police department for
a comment on this sharp increase, a
spokeswoman revealed that the num-

bers in the FBi report are simply
“wrong.”

in reality, police spokeswoman Jen-
nifer Donelan said, the department re-
ported 215 rapes in 2017, not 97. and
there were 200 reported rapes last year
in prince george’s, not 214. Donelan
said she is not sure why the FBi re-
ported significantly different numbers
at least twice.

an FBi representative told capital
news service that the bureau “ques-
tioned” the 2017 number and “a re-
sponse was received stating the ques-
tioned figures were correct.”

“the FBi works with the state (uni-
form crime reporting) program and
does not contact the submitting agency
directly,” the FBi representative said,
adding that agencies submit data
monthly to a “centralized repository”
and bureau staff “review the informa-
tion for accuracy and reasonableness.”

greg shipley, a spokesman with the
maryland state police, told capital
news service that local agencies report
their crime data to the state police,
which then reports the statistics to the
FBi.

the FBi representative
noted that the deadline for
agencies to be included in
the 2017 uniform crime
report was april 2018.

“agencies can send
missing or corrected data
after the deadline; how-
ever, (crime in the united
states) will not be updated
to include the new infor-
mation,” the representative
added, noting that any up-
dated data will reside on
the bureau’s crime Data
Explorer website.  

the prince george’s
county rape data has not
been publicly updated as of
monday (December 23).

this reporting inaccu-

racy for prince george’s county is in-
dicative of broader examples of incon-
sistent crime data in the state, from the
FBi to the maryland state police to lo-
cal jurisdictions.

Just as the FBi releases a uniform
crime report every year, the mary-
land state police releases its own an-
nual report.

the reports are released at different
times. the FBi released its 2017 report
in september 2018. the maryland state
police, however, didn’t release its 2017
uniform crime report until march of
this year, said spokesman ron snyder.

snyder said in october that there was
no timeline yet for release of the state
police’s 2018 report.

with 2018 crime data from the
maryland state police unavailable, cap-
ital news service reviewed the FBi,
state and local police reports on violent
crime from 2017 and 2016.

the numbers were anything but uni-
form.

the FBi reported that there were
1,691 incidents of rape in maryland in
2017. the maryland state police report
lists 1,773. similarly, the FBi report
shows 16,836 incidents of aggravated
assault in maryland in 2017. the num-
ber in the state police report, however,
is 17,049.

the FBi also reported 23 fewer mur-
ders statewide in 2017 than the mary-
land state police did. in the 2016 re-
ports, the FBi listed two more murders
than the state police did.

the FBi representative said that with
regard to the 2016 difference in murder
numbers, “Because not all law enforce-
ment agencies provide data for com-
plete reporting periods, the FBi includes
estimates for participating agencies that
do not provide 12 months of complete
data.”

capital news service was unable to
discern which maryland crime data sets
the FBi had done “estimates” for and
which were complete annual numbers
provided by the state.

“in my opinion, estimating data or
extrapolating a partial data set into a
full year’s data could lead to very bad
data,” said michael walker, an FBi ad-
viser, and a professor at the John Jay
college of criminal Justice in new
york as well as passaic county com-
munity college in new Jersey.

the inconsistencies are more evident
at the county level. while the prince
george’s county police Department
says that it reported 215 rapes in 2017
and the FBi lists its number for the
county at 97, the maryland state police
2017 report says that 130 rapes were
reported in that county.

these disparities among law en-
forcement agencies continue for other
counties in the state.

the FBi’s 2017 report lists 13 mur-
ders for montgomery county, attributed
to the montgomery county police De-
partment. But in the county police’s

‘Wrong’ Md. Crime Data Highlights
Inconsistent Statistics

Join montpelier arts center’s
Veterans Book Group
Tuesdays, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 24, April 21, and 
May 19, 2020, 7 p.m. 
Montpelier Arts Center, 9652 Muirkirk Road, Laurel, MD 20708

Join us for our third annual veterans Book group! montpelier
arts center will offer a free, facilitated small-group reading and
discussion dinner series for active service members and veterans of
all eras. the veterans Book group was created to offer veterans an
opportunity to connect with one another over the course of monthly
discussions centered on their military experiences. Each veterans
Book group has its own unique set of readings. the readings can
be a mix of classics, fiction, memoirs, poetry, short stories, and es-
says, all of which relate in some way to military experiences or
offer a veteran’s perspective. veterans Book group is coordinated
statewide by maryland humanities and presented locally in part-
nership with montpelier arts center. Dinner and all reading mate-
rials are provided. call montpelier arts center at 301-377-7800
for more information and to register. Spaces are limited; registration
is required by Sunday, Jan. 12, 2020.

*these discussions will be led by Dr. Karen arnold, former
poet-in-residence at montpelier arts center and discussion moder-
ator for multiple literature groups in Baltimore.

the reading list for this year is as follows:
“when Books went to war: the stories that helped us win

world war ii” by molly guptill manning
“resist, Endure, Escape: growing up in nazi and communist

hungary” by susan F. Darvas
“soaring to glory: a tuskegee airman’s Firsthand account of

world war ii” by philip handelman with lt. col. harry t. stewart
“the Frozen hours” by Jeff shaara
“a long way gone” by ishmael Beah

—Montpelier Arts Center Newsletter, Jan. 2, 2020

the Work of the digital
Photography club of annapolis
members on display in Gallery 90

the club is a diverse group of pho-
tographers, including beginners, hob-
byists, serious amateurs and profes-
sionals, who love to take and share
their photographs.

community, page a3

to Be equal: “Living Legend”
tom Joyner’s career Has
transformed Black media

Joyner’s deep respect for education
… stemmed from the experience of
his grandfather, oscar “Doc” Joyner,
a pullman porter who attended
meharry medical college and became
one of only 3,000 Black doctors in
the united states in 1909.
commentary, page a4

felton magee, Jr. Graduates from
Leadership maryland

leadership maryland honored
magee, a resident of national harbor,
and the entire class of 2019 at its 27th
annual graduation ceremony

Business and finance, page a5

exhibitions opening at
Brentwood arts exchange

three exhibitions open January 13:
in the main gallery: cold hands,

warm heart: myths of Black moth-
erhood by Deirdre Darden; in the lab
gallery: playing to win by aziza
claudia gibson-hunter; in the 
Front window is featured artist: 
Diane n’Diaye
out on the town, page a6

earth talk
Dear EarthTalk:

Which companies are taking the
lead in commitments to plastics
reduction?

—Jason K., reno, nv

features, page a7

INSIDE

BowiE, md. (Dec. 11, 2019)—Bowie state university
will launch a new Bachelor of science in chemistry de-
gree program in spring 2020 to prepare students for ad-
vanced degrees and careers in chemistry-related fields
in the medical and technology industries. 

the new chemistry major, within the Department of
natural sciences, will serve as a pipeline for students
to further their education or begin a career in disciplines
such as medical sciences, engineering and nanotech-
nology, which is beneficial in technology and health
industries. chemistry will join the majors in bioinfor-
matics, biology and science education within the 
department.

Expanding from a minor program, Bowie state’s
chemistry major will meet workforce needs for qualified
graduates from underrepresented minority populations
in the fields of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (stEm) from maryland’s historically
black college and universities (hBcus), which gradu-
ated 3 percent of the state’s chemistry students in Fy2018. the
number of people in the state who earned bachelor’s degrees in
chemistry increased by 27 percent since 2008, according to the
maryland higher Education commission.

“the new chemistry program will augment the biology program
in providing students the foundation needed to pursue a career in
nursing, environmental sciences, pharmacy, drug discovery and

synthesis, forensics, and related careers that are now in very high
demand,” said Dr. george ude, department chair. “the distin-
guishing character of the new chemistry program will be lectures
supported by hands-on and inquiry-based laboratory activities for
all students.”

By Damita chamBErs
Bowie State University

crEDit capital nEws sErvicE photo By Elliott Davis

a police car parked in front of the State House in annapolis, maryland, on
nov. 19, 2019.

photograph courtEsy BowiE statE univErsity 

Bowie State University student Brenda tankeu of Lanham.

By Elliott Davis
capital news Service

See Workforce demandS Page a8

Bowie State to meet Workforce demands
in medicine and technology

See crime data Page a2



opportunity for artists!
our friends at the hyattsville cDc are looking for artists to submit de-

signs to be considered for their traffic Box art project in riverdale park.
selected artists will be paid a $500 honorarium and will have their art dis-
played on a traffic box along a major thoroughfare. 

this call is open to all artists, graphic designers, illustrators, and pho-
tographers who currently live or work within the state of maryland. sub-
mitted designs must be original artwork.

For more information, visit the hyattsville community Development
corporation website. see https://hycdc.org/call-for-artists-traffic-box-art-
wrap-project-riverdale-park-md-due-2-14-20/.

—Gateway Arts District, Dec. 30, 2019

mark Your calendars: new Spring competition!
Join the neighborhood Design center as we re-envision our traditional

friendly team competition event this spring. this year, instead of bowling,
we’re gearing up for some fun, new, neighborhood-centric team “sports”
in both prince george’s county and in Baltimore. First up: a competitive
stream clean up, with prizes for spirit, volume, and a found-object trophy
design competition, followed by celebratory food and drinks. so start re-
cruiting your team, and mark your calendars for this fun spring event!

Date: march 22, 2020, 1–5pm
location: Bladensburg waterfront park, Bladensburg mD 20710

—The Neighborhood Design Center, Dec. 30, 2019

Union University President’s and dean’s List Honors
JacKson, tenn. (December 23, 2019)—three hundred forty students
have been named to the union university president’s list for the fall 2019
semester, including esther kuhnert from Bowie, mD.

the president’s list includes full-time students who achieve a 4.0 grade
point average on a four-point scale.

Four hundred thirty-five students have been named to the union uni-
versity Dean’s list for the fall 2019 semester, including onome agbaza
from cheverly, mD, and abigail Johnson from oxon hill, mD.

the Dean’s list includes full-time students who achieve a 3.5 grade
point average on a four-point scale.

—Tim Ellsworth, Union University
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TOWNS andNEIGHBORS
around the countyin and around morningside-Skyline

by mary mchale will return next week

Brandywine-aquasco
by audrey Johnson  301-922-5384

HonoreeS
on behalf of rev. constance c. smith and christ united

methodist church in aquasco, maryland, outreach ministry
had a luncheon to honor their seasoned saints ages 80 and
above on December 14, 2019 at the american legion in
hughesville, maryland.  

seasoned saints honored were robert adams, theresa
Banks, James Bond, catherine Brooks, alberta Butler, lillian
Duckett, herman glascoe, lula hawkins, shirley hicks,
helen holland, smallwood holland, nellie Johnson, Evelyn
love, lillian makle, Barbara pinkney, orville pinkney, and
ora wilson.

SUPer BoWL SPaGHetti dinner
st. philip’s church, Baden parish will be having their

annual “super Bowl spaghetti Dinner” on sunday, February
2, 2020 immediately following our worship service.  Dinner
cost will be $6.00 for adults, $3.00 for children (5–10 years
old) and free for children (4 years and under).

Dinners will include good ‘ole’ homemade spaghetti
by ‘mitty’, tossed salad, garlic French Bread, water, with
a Fruit cup. spaghetti dinner orders will be accepted until
sunday, January 26, 2020.  pre-orders and payments are al-
ways greatly appreciated.

points of contacts regarding this matter are shirley ann
(302) 690-4260 or Doretha ann (301) 233-3136.  Benefit
st. philip’s church (301) 888-1536. 

nca & nda caPitoL citY cLaSSic 
cHeer and dance comPetition

January 11, 2020 will be the competition at the show
place arena from 7 a.m.–8 p.m.  Doors open at 7 a.m. com-
petition begins 8 a.m.  approximate end time is 8 p.m.  cost
is $15 for spectators (cash only) ages 7 and under are free.
the show place arena is located at 14900 pennsylvania av-
enue, upper marlboro, maryland 20772.  all participants
must register.  visit the website for more information at
http://www.showplacearena.com/calendar.aspx?EiD=12015
or https://www.varsity.com/all-star/competitions/brands/ 

LeGiSLatiVe Year 2020
the new legislative year 2020 council leadership team,

chair todd m. turner and vice-chair calvin s. hawkins, ii
was acknowledged by prince george’s county Executive

angela D. alsobrooks.  “congratulations to county council
chair todd turner on his re-election as chair, and to council
member calvin hawkins on his election as council vice
chair.” 

art at Saarc in BrandYWine 
visitors can look up and be greeted by the warm, colorful,

and spirited art installation entitled “Family tree, the com-
munity circle” when entering the atrium of saarc by artist
martha Jackson Jarvis and her daughter njena surae Jarvis.
this vibrant suspended art piece consists of nine individual
sculptures that span the entire atrium of the facility.  their
desire is for children and adults to be captivated by the colors
while experiencing something different each time they see
the artwork. 

“martha was struck by how the architect used the basic
structure of a “y” shape to represent the 150-year-old tree.
she indicated, “when i first encountered the tree, it was an
awakening response to the landscape and history of the site.”
thus, the duo based their entire design off of that y-shaped
structure.”

cHeer & dance eXtreme 2020 marYLand
madneSS 

cheer & Dance Extreme returns for their maryland mad-
ness competition featuring all-star cheer, all-star prep &
schools at the show place arena.  come out and cheer on
your local school February 15, 2020 from 8 a.m.–11 p.m.
Doors open at 7 a.m.  competition begins 8 p.m.  approxi-
mate end time at 11 p.m.  spectator Fees (cash only):  $17
ages 12 and older; $10 ages 5–11; FrEE ages 4 and younger. 

sunday February 16, 2020 8 a.m.–8 p.m. cheer & Dance
returns for a second day of competition featuring recreation
and Dance teams.  come to support your local group and
bring the entire family.  Doors open at 7 a.m.  competition
begins at 8 a.m.  approximate end time is 8 p.m.

the show place arena is located at 14900 pennsylvania
avenue, upper marlboro, maryland 20772.  phone number
is 301-952-7900.  visit the website for more information at
http://www.showplacearena.com/calendar.aspx?EiD=12019
or http://www.cheeranddanceextreme.com/. 

imagE courtEsy gatEway arts District 

own 2017 crime report, there are 23
listed. the state police reported 26.

shipley, with the state police, de-
ferred questions about the FBi’s much
lower numbers to the bureau itself. the
FBi maintains it gets the numbers from
the state police.

the numbers for murder also don’t
line up for prince george’s county. the
FBi’s number in its 2017 report is 54
—attributed to the county police depart-
ment—while the maryland state po-
lice’s number for the county in that same
year is 81. this difference could be due
to the FBi number not including data
from other jurisdictions within the
county, but capital news service was
unable to determine why the numbers
were so far apart. crime statistics from
the prince george’s county police itself
are not immediately available—the
most recent crime statistics listed on its
website are from 2015.

capital news service requested
more recent crime data from the prince
george’s department but did not receive
it.

the numbers aren’t inconsistent in
all places. Despite its high crime rate,
figures about the city of Baltimore are
relatively consistent.

the number of murders in Baltimore
in 2017 and 2016—342 and 318, re-
spectively—match what is reported in
both the FBi and maryland state police
data.  

the number of rapes in the city in
2016 also matches up between the two
reports. in 2017, the FBi lists 382 rapes
in Baltimore, compared to 385 in the
state police’s report.

But in carroll county, on the other
hand, the FBi lists 81 aggravated as-
saults from 2017, while the maryland
state police lists 263 for the county in
the same year. shipley maintained that
the difference is “likely due to the tim-
ing difference in publication.”

while some county data in the FBi’s
report might contain statistics from all
police jurisdictions within a given county,
this is not always the case. the FBi rep-
resentative told capital news service that
the report’s county data tables do not “re-
flect county totals but are the number of

offenses reported by the sheriff's office
or county police department.”

however, in the case of montgomery
county, the police department there re-
ports all crime statistics from the
county—including those from city po-
lice departments within its boundaries—
to the uniform crime reporting pro-
gram, according to shipley.

maryland crime numbers: 
‘all hell broke loose’

walker, a statistical adviser to the
FBi, said maryland’s numbers defy na-
tionwide norms.

“i … was somewhat startled by the
differences,” he said.

walker is a member of the FBi’s
uniform crime reporting subcommit-
tee on its advisory process Board,
which reviews policies in the bureau’s
criminal Justice information services.
he is also a former police commissioner
and has worked with the FBi’s crime
data for approximately 12 years.

provided with the FBi and maryland
state police reports from 2017, walker
said he reviewed the data for days.

while he said there were some
matches between the two reports—such
as murders in Baltimore in 2017—“all
hell broke loose” in other areas.

“i’ve been running this data any
which way and i can’t figure out what
the differences are,” walker told capital
news service.

he said the differences could not be
due to definitions, as the crime defini-
tions in the state police and FBi reports
are “word for word” the same.

shipley confirmed that the agency
follows “the FBi’s reporting procedure”
and said he didn’t believe there is a dif-
ference in methodology.

shipley said the differences could be
tied to when the FBi releases its annual
report. he said law enforcement agen-
cies are asked to provide crime data
monthly, but this “does not always oc-
cur,” which means the maryland state
police’s annual report can be “signifi-
cantly delayed” while waiting for sub-
missions. the FBi, however, “could
publish while we are still awaiting
data,” shipley noted.

“our goal is to publish as complete
and accurate a report as possible,” he

added, referring to the state
police’s own report.

shipley said that 156
public safety agencies in
the state submit uniform
crime reporting data to
the maryland state police.
the agencies are provided
with spreadsheets from the
FBi to fill out and submit
on a monthly basis, which
he said is a “fluid and on-
going process.”

“the FBi has their own
schedule for publication
and will publish the data
they have been provided,
which may not include all
data ultimately received by
the maryland state police
from our state’s contribut-
ing agencies,” he said.

shipley added that another possible
reason for “number fluctuations” is a
crime originally reported as an assault
later being changed to a murder, which
“could come months later.”

shipley said his team is “certain of
the numbers reported to and by” the
maryland state police in its annual uni-
form crime report.

an FBi representative said the crime
in the united states publications provide
a “snapshot” of crime.

“For example, the deadline for agen-
cies to provide data to be included in
the 2018 publication was in april of
2019,” the representative added. “agen-
cies have until December of 2019 to re-
port missing or corrected data.”

walker said timing could be the rea-
son for the inconsistent statistics. But
in his experience working with uniform
crime reporting data, he said, “occa-
sionally you’ll see a minimum number
of differences” in states’ numbers, but
maryland’s are “astounding” to him.

“it’s absolutely bizarre,” walker
added.

nick pepersack, deputy chief of staff
for the maryland Department of Budget
and management, said that funding for
policing can be affected by data points
in the state’s uniform crime report, re-
ferring to the state aid for police pro-
tection Fund formula. the fund supple-
ments resources for police protection in

maryland communities, according to
the website for the governor’s office
of crime control and prevention.

pepersack clarified, however, that a
department analyst was “not aware of
any specific instances where such data
points had any significant impact on a
jurisdiction's funding amount.”

robyne mccullough, spokeswoman
for the office of crime control and pre-
vention, told capital news service in a
written statement that the office uses
the maryland state police’s annual re-
port “as one of several factors used
when making funding decisions.”

“we cannot speak to the methodol-
ogy used to compile the FBi’s report or
the results therein,” she added.

charles wellford, a professor emer-
itus in criminology at the university of
maryland, told capital news service
that it is difficult for police departments
to actually use uniform crime reports
for planning purposes.

“law enforcement agencies have, for
many years, little use for the uniform
crime reports,” wellford said. “ …
they come out a year after the crime.
(police) really can’t use them for plan-
ning and strategic work.”

wellford said this is part of the rea-
son why the FBi and law enforcement
agencies are shifting to the national in-
cident-Based reporting system, which
he said counts “everything that occurs
in an incident.”

currently, under uniform crime re-

porting rules, only the “most serious”
crime is counted in incidents where
multiple crimes have occurred, accord-
ing to wellford.

the incident-based system was cre-
ated to “improve the overall quality of
crime data collected by law enforce-
ment,” according to the FBi’s website.
Fewer than half of u.s. law enforce-
ment agencies submitted incident-based
data in 2017, but the FBi has also re-
ceived “thousands of commitments”
from agencies saying they will be com-
pliant by 2021, when the transition is
complete.

one agency that is already using the
incident-based system is the mont-
gomery county police Department, the
one maryland agency certified for the
system in 2017, according to staff with
the FBi’s uniform crime reporting
program.

melissa schulze, a planning manager
with the police, told capital news serv-
ice that the combination of a “really
old” records management system and
the transition to the national incident-
Based reporting system could be rea-
sons why the FBi’s murder numbers for
the county from 2017 are different from
what the state police and department it-
self reported.

sgt. rebecca innocenti, spokes-
woman for the department, said that

crime data from a1

See crime data Page a5



washington (Jan. 3, 2020)–nearly
1,000 (921) persons in the washington-
metropolitan area used the free safe ride
service, soberride®, this new year’s
(from 10 p.m. on December 31, 2019
through 4 a.m. on January 1, 2020) as
opposed to possibly driving home drunk.

“For its hours of operation this new
year’s, this level of ridership translates
into soberride® removing a potential
drunk driver from greater washington’s

roadways every 23-seconds,” said Kurt
Erickson, president of the nonprofit
washington regional alcohol program
(wrap), the organization conducting
the region’s soberride® effort.

this latest ridership figure places the
local, charitable offering in the ‘over
80,000 served’ mark as, cumulatively
and since 1991, wrap’s soberride®
program has provided 80,047 free safe
rides home to would-be drunk drivers
in the greater washington area. 

wrap’s most recent holiday sober-
ride® offering concluded this past

wednesday morning (January 1) after
kicking-off and running nightly since
December 20, 2019 providing a total of
1,121 free safe rides to local residents
age 21 and older who otherwise may
have attempted to drive home after
drinking. the local anti-drunk driving
service is offered as a way to keep local
roads safe from potentially impaired
drivers during this traditionally high-
risk holiday. During the most recent 12
consecutive evening period, area resi-
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COMMUNITY
the american counseling association’s 

counseling corner
Using Love to Help a Sick child 

feel Better
ah, ’tis the season for many households to find themselves with one or

more children suffering from a cold or the flu. Damp, chilly weather and all
that contact with other sniffling children at school almost guarantees that
winter illness will strike most homes.

most of us are well aware of the medical steps to help our child get better,
or at least feel better, but we sometimes forget there are emotional things we
can do to help our child, too. that can be important because our kids often feel
bad about feeling bad.  have your kids ever apologized for being ill, saying,
“mom, i’m sorry i’m sick”?

so, how to help? start with a smile. if you’re looking worried and concerned
when approaching your ill child, he or she is going to begin worrying about
why you look so worried.

instead of asking, ‘‘how are your feeling?” when it’s already clear that he
or she is not feeling well, try to offer something positive. tell your child that
he or she is looking a little better, or has gotten some of that color back or
seems a little cooler. Be assuring that you’re doing your job to help the return
to good health.

one of the best medicines for a sick child, regardless of age, is being gen-
erous with your hugs and cuddles. while it can be tempting to plop him or her
in front of that tv and just check in occasionally, offering physical contact
that encourages positive feelings of safety brings better results.

instead of tv time, trying snuggling with your child while reading a story
or playing a game. if there is to be some tv time, spend at least part of it with
him or her, holding hands while watching together.

there’s no question that our minds have the power to  affect our health.
talk with your child about imagining feeling better and you might find it can
actually help him or her feel that way.

you also want to listen to your child. Encourage him or her to talk about
what’s being felt. if it’s something as simple as a tummy ache, you may find
the cause to be the stress of the day, not an illness.

none of us ever wants our child not feeling well, but a loving, supportive
parent, encouraging a positive attitude, can often make a child feel better
faster.

counseling corner is provided by the American Counseling Association. Com-
ments and questions to ACAcorner@counseling.org or visit the ACA website
at www.counseling.org.

By prEss oFFicEr
WraP

University
Marylandof

Capital 
Region 
Health

Coronary bypass surgery ranked in the nation’s top 10%. Charles lives to kayak...
and he almost lost it all when he developed congestive heart failure and an aortic 
aneurysm. He was referred to Dr. Jamie Brown at UM Capital Region Health, who is 
also a faculty physician at University of Maryland School of Medicine. Dr. Brown and 
his team replaced Charles’ aortic valve and restored his life.   

Charles is thankful for the outstanding care he received. “This is a miracle to me. 
I’m back kayaking and playing with my grandchildren—which wouldn’t be possible 
without Dr. Brown.” 

For Charles, 
kayaking 
offers total 
freedom.
His heart 
almost took 
that away 
from him.

See Charles’ story at umcapitalregion.org/evidence

Bowie    •   Cheverly    •   Laurel    •   National Harbor    •   Suitland

pasaDEna, md. (Dec. 30, 2019)—the work of members
of the Digital photography club of annapolis will be featured
in an exhibit in hospice of the chesapeake’s gallery 90, the
art gallery located throughout the nonprofit’s administrative
building on the John & cathy Belcher campus at 90 ritchie
highway, pasadena, maryland. the exhibit will be on display
from Jan. 6 through Feb. 28.

the exhibit is comprised of 31 photos by 11 members:
michael clemens, Don Dement, wayne Dernoncourt, James
Finnerty, howard Friedman, carla mason, penny mohr,
Don patterson, Bill reichhardt, valerie rocco and anne
weathersby.

the club is a diverse group of photographers, including be-
ginners, hobbyists, serious amateurs and professionals, who
love to take and share their photographs. it meets at maryland
hall in annapolis twice a month from september to June so
that digital camera enthusiasts can share their work, hear from
well-known local speakers, plan field trips and take part in
photo exhibits at venues throughout the community. For details,
visit https://dpca.photoclubservices.com.

gallery 90 was established to realize the vision of creating

a harmonious work environment for hospice of the chesapeake
administrative staff and visiting nurses, caregivers and volun-
teers who work directly with patients and their families.

to see the exhibit, people must schedule an appointment.
Drop-in visits cannot be accommodated. to arrange for a
visit, or to schedule a private tour for a group, contact renate
little at 443-837-1512 or rlittle@hospicechesapeake.org. 

By ElyzaBEth marcussEn
Hospice of the chesapeake

the Work of the digital Photography club of annapolis
members on display in Gallery 90

all photographs courtEsy hospicE oF thE chEsapEaKE

Portland by James finnerty

Nearly 1,000 Use Local Soberride Program on New Year’s
Free Ride Service to Prevent Drunk Driving Reaches ‘Over 80,000 Served’ Mark

See SoBerride Page a8



“I learned so much about building a com-
munity around content from Tom Joyner. That
show was so good at finding commonality
within a diverse audience—yes, there is diver-
sity within blackness —and serving many wants
and needs simultaneously. It’s hard to be en-
tertaining, informative and educational without
ever talking down to your audience. Tom did
that day after day for decades. I wish him and
everyone who’s worked on that show the best.
They’ve done a lot for a lot of people.”

—sports journalist Bomani Jones

Even as we enter 2020 with optimism and a
sense of renewed purpose, there will be a huge
void in our cultural life without the daily voice
of radio legend tom Joyner, who retired last
month after nearly 50 years on the air, the last
25 as the host of the iconic tom Joyner morning
show.

it’s hard for me to imagine the last 16 years of
my life as president and cEo of the national ur-
ban league without Joyner’s enthusiastic support
and clear-sighted analysis.  reach media, the com-
pany he founded in 2001, has long been one of

the national urban league’s most valued media
partners. 

whenever the national urban league has
launched a new initiative or announced a cam-
paign, the tom Joyner morning show was always
one of our first stops.  there was no better forum
for reaching Joyner’s devoted and sizeable audi-
ence, or for thought-provoking analysis of the is-
sues of the day.

in 2015, the national urban league honored
Joyner with our “living legend” at our confer-
ence in Fort lauderdale.  his live broadcast from
the conference was a highlight of the week.

our most important partnerships with Joyner
have been around our education initiatives. a third-
generation alumnus of an hBcu, Joyner has been
a passionate advocate, with his tom Joyner Foun-
dation raising more than $65 million since 1998
to support more than 29,000 students attending
hBcus.

Joyner’s deep respect for education, and for
hBcus in particular, stemmed from the experi-
ence of his grandfather, oscar “Doc” Joyner, a
pullman porter who attended meharry medical
college and became one of only 3,000 Black doc-
tors in the united states in 1909. Joyner and his
father, hercules Joyner, were featured in the doc-
umentary, “rising from the rails: the story of
the pullman porter.” hercules Joyner, who served
as one of the elite tuskegee airmen, earned a de-
gree in chemistry from Florida a&m college and

spent most of his career as an accountant.  the
tom Joyner Foundation’s “hercules scholarship”
is named in his honor.

“the Fly Jock”—a nickname he earned during
the eight years he commuted between a morning
show in chicago and an afternoon show in Dallas
—told cBs news he got his big break after a
protest march in his hometown of tuskegee, ala-
bama.

“i’m out there protesting the fact that our radio
station in this all black town didn’t play any black
music. and this guy who owned a radio station,
which was inside a Ford dealership, came out and
said i don’t need this, i’m trying to really sell
some cars,” Joyner said. “tell you what, it’s a sun-
up sun-down station. Every saturday, i’ll let one
of you play all the aretha and temptations that
you want.”

in a career spanning nearly five decades, Joyner
has never altered his focus on serving Black lis-
teners. 

“Don’t worry about crossover. Just super serve,
super serve, super serve,” he told cBs news.
“anything that affects african americans, that’s
what you do,” he said. “Just worry about connect-
ing to people and their needs.”

we offer Joyner our gratitude for his many
years of entertainment and commentary, wish him
well in retirement and look forward to lending our
support to his efforts to uplift the community
through education.
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in December time magazine named then-16-year-
old climate change activist greta thunberg their
2019 person of the year—the youngest person ever
honored. time noted that this brave, determined
teenager represents a new wave of young people
who refuse to accept the world adults have created
for them:

“her global climate strike is the largest and most
international of all the youth movements, but it’s
hardly the only one: teenagers in the u.s. are organ-
izing against gun violence and flocking to progressive
candidates; students in hong Kong are battling for
democratic representation; and young people from
south america to Europe are agitating for remaking
the global economy. thunberg is not aligned with
these disparate protests, but her insistent presence
has come to represent the fury of youth worldwide 
. . . she is a reminder that the people in charge now
will not be in charge forever, and that the young peo-

ple who are inheriting dysfunctional governments,
broken economies and an increasingly unlivable
planet know just how much the adults have failed
them.” time adds: “leaders respond to pressure,
pressure is created by movements, movements are
built by thousands of people changing their minds.
and sometimes, the best way to change a mind is to
see the world through the eyes of a child.”

when we look at our nation and world through
our children’s eyes and hearts we are able to see how
much urgently needs action. i am so proud of greta
thunberg, the young people leading the march For
our lives protests, and all of the children and youths
who are standing up to fight for the future they want
and deserve that we adults have failed to create.
courageous children like young ruby Bridges, the
little rock nine, and the clinton 12 were the front-
line soldiers of school desegregation efforts in amer-
ica. the brave children of Birmingham stood up to

police dogs and fire hoses. they embody the chil-
dren’s Defense Fund’s belief that children are never
too young to make a difference in themselves, their
families, communities, nation, and world. greta
thunberg’s example is especially powerful because
she also has reminded children and adults across the
world how one person can make a difference: as one
child sitting alone outside sweden’s parliament hold-
ing a homemade sign, greta sparked a movement
that has galvanized millions worldwide. the fact that
the president of the united states is taking time out
of his day to tweet bullying remarks about her is
sickening and shameful but underscores how much
power and attention this single passionate teenage
girl demanding we save our planet commands.

as remarkable as our children and youths are and
as much hope as they bring for the future, children
should never have to take matters into their own
hands and act because they see adults not acting. i
am so grateful to see all of the brave and brilliant
young leaders right now but let’s not sit back and
wait to follow them. adults should be stepping up
themselves in every arena to do what they know is
right. greta thunberg said at her september speech
at the united nations climate action summit: “this
is all wrong. i shouldn’t be up here. i should be back
in school on the other side of the ocean. yet you all
come to us young people for hope. how dare you!
you have stolen my dreams and my childhood with
your empty words.” she added: “you say you hear
us and that you understand the urgency. But no matter
how sad and angry i am, i do not want to believe
that. Because if you really understood the situation
and still kept on failing to act, then you would be
evil. and that i refuse to believe.”

how will we answer greta and the young people

speaking out against gun violence and poverty and
indefensible economic inequality? at the beginning
of a new decade and on the eve of a new election
year with possibilities of new beginnings, i hope
adults will struggle to see the world through our chil-
dren’s eyes and act with urgency to pass on the better
nation and world children need.

Dr. vincent harding, Dr. King’s and my dear
friend and confidant who devoted his life to building
the “beloved community” they both believed our
world could and must become, paraphrased the fol-
lowing words to the tune of the negro spiritual “we
are climbing Jacob’s ladder”:

we are Building up a new world

we are building up a new world
we are building up a new world
we are building up a new world
Builders must be strong 

steady brothers don’t grow weary
courage sisters don’t grow weary
Joyful children don’t grow weary
tho’ the way be long 

rise shine give god the glory
rise shine give god the glory
rise shine give god the glory
children of the light.

let us all begin this new decade and this new
year determined not to grow weary as we applaud
our children and youths who are acting to build the
new world they deserve and that we adults have
failed to provide them.

childWatch:

our children are Leading Us.
Hallelujah!

marc morial
President and CEO, National Urban League
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washington (Jan. 3, 2020)—congressman
anthony g. Brown, vice chair of the house
armed services committee and 30-year combat
veteran, released the following statement on the
assassination of general Qasem soleimani and
escalations with iran:

“president trump has failed to effectively
engage or counter iran and has forced the united
states into an endless cycle of escalation that
risks wider war, endangers american lives, and
has made both the region and the world less
safe. the assassination of general soleimani
may serve to eliminate one threat, but it most
likely undercuts our credibility, isolates us from
our allies and partners and emboldens iran. pres-
ident trump has left us with little hope of re-
ducing tensions or deterring iranian aggression
let alone their nuclear program. 

it didn’t have to be this way. Donald trump

could have forced iran to stay in compliance
with the nuclear deal, while engaging our allies
to challenge iran’s malign behavior, human
rights abuses and state sponsorship of terror.
instead, the president has gutted the state 
Department, attacked our intelligence agencies,
ignored our military leaders, and acted without
customary consultation with congress or 
our allies. our foreign policy is in a state of
chaos.

with each escalation, trump puts us closer
to an unconstitutional and potentially cata-
strophic war that will cost us tremendously in
blood and treasure. the only alternative to con-
flict is robust diplomacy. we must reduce the
risk of miscalculation and find an opening for
creative dialogue with tehran. it is time to turn
the page on the administration’s bankrupt pol-
icy in the middle East of the last three years.”

anthony Brown
Maryland Congressional District 4

With each escalation, trump Puts Us
closer to an Unconstitutional and
Potentially catastrophic War 
that Will cost Us tremendously

The Prince George’s Post

Subscribe Today!

Call 301-627-0900 or email bboice@pgpost.com



both incident-based and summary data were
submitted that year during the transition.

murders in montgomery county: 
13 or 14 or 23 or 26?

capital news service tried to focus on one
narrow set of crimes—murders in mont-
gomery county—to try to discern how the
differences happened.

the county provided a list of those mur-
dered—naming all but one of the 23 they re-
ported were slain in 2017. the FBi did not
have names, but it provided a list of victims
that included some demographic information.

though the federal agency crime statistics
said that 13 people were murdered, they pro-
vided a list of 14 victims, explaining that one
death came after their initial deadline.

the state police also shared monthly num-
bers, but did not provide names of the 26 peo-
ple they reported were murdered in the county
in 2017.

innocenti provided capital news service
with the names of nearly all 23 people mur-
dered within montgomery county in 2017.
(the list provided did not include the name of
a person murdered in germantown in February
2017, noting that it was an FBi case.)

the names included laura wallen, the
pregnant olney, maryland, teacher whom po-
lice say was killed in early september by her
boyfriend, who authorities said later killed
himself in jail.

asked which people did not make it into
the FBi’s 2017 crime report, innocenti de-
ferred to the FBi.

the FBi representative provided a list of
murders from the county in 2017 with infor-

mation about the victims, including age, gen-
der and race, but no names or dates associated
with the incidents.

the FBi’s list of victims does not include
someone with the same age, gender and race
of wallen.

shipley provided capital news service
with a list of the murder numbers the county
reported to state police for the 2017 state re-
port. he said he could not provide matching
names because submitting agencies do not
provide that information to the state police.
the state police list also lacked any demo-
graphic information on victims, so accurate
comparisons from agency to agency were not
possible.

compared to the county’s information, the
maryland state police lists one more murder
from september 2017, two more from october
and one more from December. conversely, the
montgomery county police Department list has
one more murder listed from February 2017.

Uniform crime reporting ‘still shows
trends’

while it’s transitioning to the incident-
based system, the FBi is still using the uni-
form crime reporting summary system. Ju-
risdictions report their data “voluntarily,”
according to adam wandt, a public policy pro-
fessor at John Jay college.

“some states report better than others,” said
wandt, who has experience working with uni-
form crime reporting data.

wandt told capital news service that while
“discrepancies are possible” with uniform
crime reporting data, the statistics still have
value.

“it still shows trends, even though there’s
a margin for error,” wandt said, before adding
that it’s “impossible to do crime trending track-
ing” without such data.  
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annapolis, md. (Dec. 20, 2019)—
leadership maryland announced today
that Felton magee, Jr., president and
chief Executive officer of regent
healthcare, inc., has completed the
professional development program
dedicated to building a better maryland
by harnessing the strength of its local
business and community leaders. lead-
ership maryland honored magee, a res-
ident of national harbor, and the entire
class of 2019 at its 27th annual gradu-
ation ceremony held December 10 at
the lord Baltimore hotel. 

magee was one of 50 applicants
chosen by committee to complete
leadership maryland’s eight-month
hands-on learning program focused on
the state’s most vital social, economic
and environmental issues.

“as this year’s leadership mary-
land cohort completes its program,
their journey as a graduate of our
state’s finest organization of profes-
sionals begins,” said leadership mary-

land Board chairman Dr. memo F.
Diriker ‘12, director of BEacon at
salisbury university. “over the past
eight months they have learned about
our state, the critical issues it faces,
and above all, themselves. on behalf
of the Board, i congratulate each of
them for completing this defining mile-
stone and i look forward to seeing them
apply these lessons to accomplish great
things for our state.”

leadership maryland is open to sen-
ior-level executives with significant
achievements in either their careers
and/or their communities. ideal lead-
ership maryland members have a de-
sire to learn more about maryland’s
most critical issues and a personal com-
mitment to be a force for positive
change in their organizations, their
communities, and their state. For more
information about leadership mary-
land, please visit www.leader-
shipmD.org, call 410-841-2101 or
email info@leadershipmD.org.

Leadership Maryland is a professional
development program dedicated to

building a better Maryland by harness-
ing the strength of its local business and
community leaders. Each year, as many
as 52 diverse and accomplished execu-
tives from Maryland’s public and private
sectors are selected to come together
as a class for an eight-month hands-on
learning program focused on the state’s
most vital social, economic and envi-
ronmental issues. The first Leadership
Maryland class graduated in 1993, and
the organization’s alumni network now
consists of more than 1,100 leaders from
all industries and regions of the state.
To learn more, please call Leadership
Maryland at 410-841-2101 or visit
www.LeadershipMD.org. 

By prEss oFFicEr
Leadership maryland

felton magee, Jr. Graduates
from Leadership maryland
Regent Healthcare President and Chief Executive Officer and
National Harbor resident recognized at December 10 ceremony

ask rusty:

Should i claim Social Security
at 63?
By russEll gloor, amac certified social security advisor
association of mature american citizens

Dear Rusty: 
i’m 63 years old. what are the benefits or negatives of retiring now? how

do i begin the process? Signed: Tired of Working

Dear Tired: your first question is quite open-ended, but i can give you the ba-
sics. your social security benefit is based upon something called your “primary
insurance amount” (pia), which is the amount you would get if you claimed
at your full retirement age (66 years and 4 months for you). your pia is based
upon the highest-earning 35 years in your lifetime working career (past earnings
are adjusted for inflation).

if you claim benefits before you reach your full retirement age (Fra) your
benefits will be cut by about 6.7% for each full year early, but the reduction is
done according to the number of months before your Fra that you claim. if
you claim at your current age, your benefit will be cut by about 22%. the re-
duction will be slightly less for each month that you continue to wait, up to
your Fra when you’ll get 100% of what you’ve earned from a lifetime of
working. For reference, if you claim at age 64 the reduction will be about 18%
and if you wait until you’re 65 the reduction will be about 9.7%. conversely,
if you wait beyond your full retirement age your benefit amount will grow by
8% for each full year you continue to delay, up to age 70 when your benefit
amount would be 30.7% more than it would be at your Fra. But whenever
you claim, that is the amount you’ll get for the rest of your life (except for cost
of living adjustments (cola) which may be applied annually). 

the benefits or negatives to claiming now? claiming now gives you money
earlier, and if you need the money now, are in poor health and don’t expect at
least average longevity, then that may be the right choice for you. But if you’re
okay financially, are in good health and expect to live to at least average
longevity (about 84 for a man your age), then you’ll get more in monthly and
cumulative benefits by waiting until at least your full retirement age to claim
benefits. By claiming now, the benefit reduction will be permanent. By waiting,
the benefit increase will also be permanent. 

claiming before your full retirement age will also subject you to social se-
curity’s “earnings test” which limits the amount of money you can earn from
working before they take back some of your benefits. the earnings test goes
away when you reach your Fra. 

if you are married, waiting longer to claim will also benefit your surviving
spouse should you pass away first. your surviving spouse will get 100% of the
benefit you were receiving at your death (if they have reached full retirement
age) and the longer you wait to claim, the more that survivor benefit will be. 

whenever you decide to claim, you can do so either by contacting social
security directly (preferably by phone) or you can apply online at
www.ssa.gov/retire. you will need to create your personal “my social security”
online account first, but the online process is by far the easiest way to apply,
considering that direct contact with ss often subjects you to long wait times
(even on the phone). 

The 2 million member association of mature american citizens
(amac)(https://www.amac.us) is a vibrant, vital senior advocacy organization
that takes its marching orders from its members. We act and speak on their
behalf, protecting their interests and offering a practical insight on how to best
solve the problems they face today. Live long and make a difference by joining
us today at https://amac.us/join-amac. 
This article is intended for information purposes only and does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredited by the National Social Security Association (NSSA). NSSA and
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Social Security matters

photograph courtEsy 
lEaDErship marylanD

felton magee, Jr. 

Boston (Jan. 1, 2020)—gasBuddy,
the smartphone app helping consumers
avoid paying full price for fuel, predicts
that 2020 will feature a yearly national
average of $2.60 per gallon, represent-
ing a 2 cent drop versus 2019, but
warns that the national average will
rise as much as 75 cents per gallon
from a low in February until an even-
tual peak in may, leading to localized
gas price hotspots that could lead un-
suspecting motorists to pay as much
as 15–50 cents more per gallon than
competitors.

some highlights from gasBuddy’s
2020 Fuel price outlook include:
• the nation’s yearly gasoline bill will

rise to $373 billion dollars, an in-
crease of over $1 billion from last
year as the average household sees
their annual gasoline spending rise
to $1,935.

• the national average is forecast to
rise as much as 75 cents per gallon
from a low in early February to a
possible peak in may, as the seasonal
switch to summer gasoline leads to
notable jumps and causes some sta-
tions to raise prices much quicker
than others, leading to buying op-
portunities for motorists who com-
pare prices.

• 75% of the country’s largest metro
areas are at risk for seeing average
prices hit $3 per gallon at some point
in 2020, including atlanta, Boston,
chicago, cleveland, Detroit, miami,
new york city, philadelphia,
phoenix, and washington, D.c.
while four could see close to or over
$4/gal: los angeles, sacramento,
san Francisco, and seattle.
“hit the road, america! it will be

another year where gasoline prices will
be relatively affordable—but don’t
close your eyes—the price variation
between stations and states will ap-

proach record levels. never has there
been a bigger opportunity to spend less,
or to spend more, if you aren’t check-
ing prices before filling up,” said
patrick De haan, head of petroleum
analysis. “in addition, motorists should
be feel some comfort that for a sixth
straight year, gasoline prices will start
with a “2” in most areas amidst a robust
economy, with thanks to u.s. oil pro-
ducers for matching our increasing ap-
petite for affordable energy, which also
helps to act as insulation against un-
predictable events including production
cuts from other nations to keep oil
prices from spiraling out of control.”

For those making resolutions, gas-
Buddy suggests shopping around at the
pump and driving less aggressively: the
savings could add up to $477 per year,
or roughly $10 per tank. in addition,
motorists can sign up for pay with gas-
Buddy, a free program that links to your
checking account and offers instant sav-
ings of up to 25 cents per gallon.

2020 to Bring Good news at the Gas Pump for
Some americans, not all
The national average gas price in 2020 will be lower than 2019, but a robust economy could mean
that some households increase consumption, driving their fuel bill higher
By prEss oFFicEr
GasBuddy

crime data from a2 Maryland Small Business Development Center
Events

Register at:  http://www.mdsbdc.umd.edu/
retail Success Strategies | SBc-6460
tuesday, Jan. 14, 2020 • 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

location: la plata college of southern maryland, 
8730 mitchell rd, la plata, mD 20646

cost: tuition: $13 / fees: $70 • contact: 301-934-7583
Find solutions to most of the challenges and problems

involved in opening and successfully operating a retail busi-
ness. Discover how vendors can be a valuable asset to your
business. take the mystery out of financial information and
learn to interpret reports ranging from the income statement
and inventory records to calculating the margins. hiring,
training, and motivating employees are essential skills for
retail business owners. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn
the secrets of hiring the best employees and how to motivate
and compensate them effectively. take advantage of this
unique 5 hour class and learn how to drive sales from the
floor to increase and expand your retail business.

Webinar: transition from manager to Leader
wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020 • 12–1 p.m.

county/sponsor: maryland sBDc
location: maryland

cost: Free; registration required 
contact: Diane mcFarland

most leaders start taking on leadership roles in the posi-
tion of a manger. Join us for a discussion on the distinction
between management and leadership and techniques to tran-
sition to leadership.

Branding, Building Your Brand
wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020 • 6–9 p.m.

location: la plata college of southern maryland 8730
mitchell rd, la plata, mD 20646

cost: tuition: $13 / fees: $62 • contact: 301-934-7583
what is your company’s unique selling proposition? can

you explain your brand value, what it means and how your
products and services differentiate you from your competi-
tors this course will help you to evaluate your existing
marketing messages, identify your target market and explore
your company’s brand personality and key messages. Fa-
cilitator: Bill campbell, cEo, Balancelogic, llc



annapolis, md. (Dec. 30, 2019)—Ban-
neker-Douglass museum (BDm) celebrated
the 20th anniversary of its signature Kwan-
zaa celebration saturday afternoon in an-
napolis, md. the event included interactive
music, storytelling, Black history-themed
games, candle lighting ceremony and work-
shops led by Kwanzaa expert, culture
Queen. 

“we are proud to host the 20th year of
celebrating Kwanzaa with this signature
program,” said chanel compton, Executive
Director of BDm. “this annual celebration
offers marylanders an opportunity to learn
the seven principles of Kwanzaa, establish
traditions among their families, and create
life-long memories—all in the beautiful set-
ting of mt. moriah amE church in historic
annapolis.” 

the annual Kwanzaa celebration con-
tinues BDms theme of youth-centered and
education-focused programming. attendees
participated in hands-on workshops led by
award-winning author, entertainer and edu-
cator, culture Queen. participants learned
about the seven principles of Kwanzaa—

unity, self-determination, collective work
and responsibility, cooperative economics,
purpose, creativity, and faith. 

“at BDm our programs aim to promote
Black history and culture, education, and
family. those themes were definitely on
full display during this year’s annual Kwan-
zaa celebration,” said sabriyah hassan,

programs Director of BDm “this festive
celebration provided visitors a fun envi-
ronment to learn about a holiday deeply
rooted in african american practices and
traditions.”

to stay informed about future programs
and events, please visit: bdmuseum.
maryland.gov/events.
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OUT on the TOWN

oXon hill, md. (Dec. 19, 2019)—the prince george’s county
Drug policy coalition, inc. (pgcDpc) and the maryland state
legislative District 26 had “a partnership holiday reception” on
thursday, December 19, 2019, from 6 p.m. until 10 p.m. at the
oxon hill manor, 6901 oxon hill road, oxon hill, mD 20745.

the prince george’s county Drug policy coalition, inc. col-
lected more than 200 toys from guests in attendance. the pgcDpc
distributed the toys to an angel tree ministry that serves children
who have incarcerated parents and the 1441 inc. organization that
serves families of returning citizens and the homeless. Dr. valencia
campbell, pgcDpc president, welcomed the guests and thanked
them for their donations. maryland state senator obie patterson
and Keisha monroe (Delegate turner’s chief of staff) provided at-
tendees with some updates for the
upcoming work that will take place
in annapolis in 2020. maryland
state senator Joanne Benson (Dis-
trict 24), and prince george’s cen-
tral committee members, Derrick
coley (District 24), Kent roberson
(District 25), nora carmichael (Dis-
trict 26), and angela r. Jones (Dis-
trict 26) were among the other
elected officials who came out to
support the event. there were about
150 other community residents
from the prince george’s county,
maryland District 8 (camp springs,
clinton, Forest heights, Fort wash-

ington, glassmanor, marlow heights, oxon hill) area that came
out to this holiday celebration. all the guests concluded the evening
enjoying music, a free dinner and community fellowship.

Dr. campbell, indicated that: “our organization was extremely
excited to host this event to help collect toys for the “children of
incarcerated parents” for the christmas holiday!” “we were hon-
ored to partner with the maryland 26 District legislative team
members, senator obie patterson and Delegate veronica turner,
to help ensure that less fortunate children receive gifts.”

the prince george’s county Drug policy coalition, inc. is a nonprofit
organization that promotes policies and laws that embrace the public
health nature of drug abuse. Through our scholarship program, we
provide community-based support to families within the county with
a focus on students obtaining higher education and living a drug-
free life. The Prince George’s County Drug Policy Coalition, Inc.

represents one of many local affili-
ates of the National African Ameri-
can Drug Policy Coalition, Inc. Our
national organization consists of a
coalition of 25 preeminent organi-
zations. Through the support of our
national organization, interested or-
ganizational partners, and grass-
roots members like you, we hope to
prevent and reduce illegal drug
abuse and related crimes in Prince
George’s County. Visit our website
at www.pgcdpc.com or email at
pgcdpc@hotmail.com for more in-
formation about upcoming events
and how to partner with us.

photograph courtEsy pgcDpc 

Jingle Bells on the Potomac: 
a Partnership Holiday reception Was a Success!
By shawn hay
the Prince George’s county drug Policy coalition, inc.

Banneker-douglass museum Hosts 
kwanzaa celebration
20th Anniversary Program Highlighted by Special Guest, Kwanzaa Expert, Culture Queen

photograph courtEsy marylanD govErnor’s prEss oFFicE

culture Queen Performing during the 2019 Banneker-douglass museum kwanzaa
celebration.

By soo Koo
Governor’s office of 
community initiatives

Calendar Spotlight

city of college Park tribute to dr. king
Date and time: saturday, January 11, 2020, 2–3:30 p.m.
Description: this inspirational and educational event is free and
for all ages. the city’s annual event honors Dr. King’s legacy
through speakers, performances, art and a city proclamation.
Every year a new theme is selected, showcasing how his work
still impacts our community and our country and what we can
do to continue his efforts in our current era. Bring a non-perish-
able food item with you to donate at the event. this year’s theme
is “is his Dream your Dream too?” Free event parking is avail-
able nearby in university lots 1b and z all day on saturdays
(excluding home football games). these lots are about a 2–5
minute walk to the venue. there are also paid parking options
in the stadium Drive garage as well. the selections and songs
presented during the event are chosen by the participants as
their way to honor Dr. King. the city, by sponsoring this event,
does not endorse any particular religion, belief system or pres-
entation.
cost: Free
ages: all ages welcome
location: the clarice smith performing arts center, univer-

sity of maryland, college park, mD 20742
contact: www.collegeparkmd.gov/mlktribute, 240-487-3500

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

photo crEDit: umD

the clarice Smith Performing arts center is a vibrant commu-
nity of artists, students and audiences, where great work happens
both on- and offstage. we present approximately 1,000 events each
year spanning all performing arts disciplines. transformative per-
formances, workshops, lectures, dialogues and other events featur-
ing visiting artists from around the world, as well as students and
faculty from the university’s academic departments of music, dance
and theatre, allow for unparalleled engagement. the clarice smith
performing arts center at maryland is located at the corner of route
193 (university Blvd.) and stadium Drive on the campus of the
university of maryland.

The Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center: 8270 Alumni Dr, 
College Park, MD 20742 • 301.405.7794 • https://theclarice.umd.edu/ 

Clarice Smith Performing 
Arts Center

Upcoming Events

african american Women in music: 
the music of dinah Washington
Date and time: saturday, January 25, 2020, 1 p.m.
Description: Explore the vibrant history of african american
women in music in our lecture series with contemporary rele-
vance. Discover these legends as barrier breakers, earth shakers,
and hit makers who have paved the way for today’s artists. 

Dinah washington, 1924–1963, was an extremely popular
singer in the 1950s, who performed jazz, blues, r&B, and tradi-
tional pop music. she has her first top ten pop hit with  her ver-
sion of “what a Diff’rence a Day made” in 1959. in 1986,
washington was inducted into the alabama Jazz hall of Fame
and in 1993, into the rock & roll hall of Fame. 
cost: $5 per person
ages: 8 and up
location: marietta house museum,  

5626 Bell station rd., glenn Dale, mD 20769 
contact: 301-464-5291; tty 301-699-2544

Veterans and military families meet & Greet
Date and time: wednesday, January 29, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
Description: meet Dr. James Dula, Director of veterans affairs
in the office of the county Executive. learn how his department
and the library can serve you to help you achieve your goals.
share your voice about what the library could do to better to
meet your needs.
cost: Free
ages: adults
location: pgcmls, accokeek Branch library

15773 livingston rd., accokeek, mD 20607
contact: 301-292-2880

dance theater of Harlem, presented by PGcc
Date and time: thursday, January 30, 2020, 7–9 p.m; Friday,
January 31, 7–9 p.m.; and February 1, 2–4 p.m. and 7–9 p.m.
Description: the 17-member, multi-ethnic company performs a
forward-thinking repertoire that includes treasured classics, neo-
classical works by george Balanchine and resident choreographer
robert garland.  
cost: $59.75 (level c), $69.75 (level B), $99.75 (level

a) (includes $4.75 service charge)
location: grand theater, center for performing arts, 

prince george’s community college
301 largo rd, largo, mD 20774

contact: 301-546-7422, https://www.pgcc.edu/arts/events/

More events:
http://www.pgparks.com/calendar.aspx?CID=22

exhibitions opening at Brentwood arts exchange
Date and time: January 13–February 29, 2020, 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
(monday–Friday: 10 a.m.–7 p.m.; saturday: 10 a.m.–4 p.m.; sun-
day: closed); reception: saturday, January 18, 5–8 p.m., artists
talk: saturday, February 15, 2–4 p.m.
cost: Free
location: Brentwood arts Exchange, 3901 rhode island 

avenue, Brentwood, mD 20722 
contact: 301-277-2863; tty 301-699-2544

main Gallery: cold Hands, Warm Heart: myths of Black
motherhood by deirdre darden
Description: curator Deirdre Darden has assembled a thoughtful
and poignant group exhibition featuring artists: asha Elana casey,
amber robles gordon, helina metaferia, and tsedaye makonnen.
to have “cold hands and a warm heart” means to appear stern on
the outside while being truly tender within. Black women are often
accused of being intimidating, mad, or stern yet equally given a
nurturing, mothering label. this multidisciplinary group exhibition
will examine the double consciousness that black people, especially
woman possess. removing the mask we wear to reveal what is re-
ally underneath; the side we give to our families, communities,
and ancestral worlds.

Lab Gallery exhibition: Playing to Win 
by aziza claudia Gibson-Hunter
Description: aziza claudia gibson-hunter’s methodical mixed me-
dia assemblages comment on the destructive nature of competition
and how it relates to our contemporary society. the question of
how one wins and why can be essential to understanding the col-
lective character of a country or that of a single individual. can the
goal of “winning” become so significant that it can become a blind-
ing force? using motifs from classic board games, as well as lotto
tickets, playing cards, and game-related quotes, images were created
while pondering the implications of the phrase “playing to win.”

front Window featured artist: diane n’diaye
Description: Diana n’Diaye, maker and mender, creates art that
stimulates and engages viewers in conversations about identit y,
heritage, peacemaking, healing, transformation, and social justice.
she brings us a new line of wearable textile jewelry, informed by
her own identity and inspired by traditions of piecing, from african
american patchwork quilting, surinames maroon men’s wrappers,
the clothing of senegalese sufi’s, Japanese boro, and European
household needlework.  

imagE courtEsy m-ncppc; http://www.pgparKs.com

from “cold Hands, Warm Heart” exhibition
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Dear EarthTalk: 
Which companies are taking the lead in
commitments to plastics reduction?

—Jason K., reno, nv

our modern world is literally swimming
in plastic. according to plastic oceans in-
ternational (poi), we produce over 300 mil-
lion tons of plastic each year around the
world, half of which is for single-use pur-
poses. we then dump eight million tons of
it into the oceans annually, where it accu-
mulates up and down the food chain, with
some settling into large, mid-ocean
whirlpools of plastic waste called gyres.

since the 1950s, we’ve produced up-
wards of 8.3 billion tons of plastic, and pro-
duction is seemingly only just starting to
ramp up: a recent study predicts we’re on
course to add another 26 billion tons to the
planet’s existing plastic burden by 2050 if
production remains unchecked.

weaning ourselves off plastic is going
to be one of the great challenges of the
2020s. consumer demand, along with gov-
ernmental action, is forcing many compa-
nies to re-examine their manufacturing
processes, supply chains and distribution
networks to reduce the use of plastic in both
products and packaging.

one leader is ikea, which recently com-
mitted to transition much of its plastic pack-
aging to a mushroom-based renewable alter-
native that can grow in a controlled
environment, and, like plastic, be easily
formed into shapes. if kept dry, this “myco-
composite” can be used over and over. it can
also decompose fully in just 30 days. pro-
ducing it uses only 12 percent of the energy
required to make the same amount of plastic,
and with 90 percent lower carbon emissions. 

another step
in the right di-
rection is mat-
tel’s recent
commitment to
use 100 percent
recycled, recy-
clable or bio-
based plastics
materials in
both its prod-
ucts and pack-
aging by 2030.
Early in 2020
the company
will debut its
first product
aligned with
this new goal, the Fisher-price rock-a-
stack, made from sugarcane-based plastics
and packaged in 100 percent recycled or
sustainably sourced material. 

walmart announced in February that it
seeks to achieve 100 percent recyclable,
reusable or compostable packaging for its
private brand packaging by 2025 and will
encourage other brands it sells to set similar
goals. the retailing behemoth is also work-
ing with suppliers to eliminate non-recy-
clable pvc plastic in general merchandise
packaging altogether by 2020.

these efforts are laudable, but some
worry that shifting to alternatives doesn’t
fully address the problem: Due to public
concerns about plastic pollution, says
greenpeace’s graham Forbes, “we are wit-
nessing a parade of corporations scram-
bling to look greener” by advancing false
solutions that don’t address our addiction
to single-use packaging. instead, green-
peace argues, we need to get away from

throwaways and refill our own containers.
we’ll only see real change, says Forbes,
when we prioritize re-use.

contactS: poi, plasticoceans.org;
“production, use, and fate of all plastics ever
made,” advances.sciencemag.org/content/
3/7/e1700782; ikea: a sustainable Everyday,
ikea.com/us/en/this-is-ikea/sustainable-every-
day/; mattel citizenship, citizenship.
mattel.com; walmart sustainability index,
corporate.walmart.com/global-responsibil-
ity/environment-sustainability/sustainability-
index-leaders-shop; greenpeace, green-
peace.org; #BreakFreeFromplastic,
breakfreefromplastic.org.

earthtalk® is produced by roddy scheer
& Doug moss for the 501(c)3 nonprofit
earthtalk. see more at
https://emagazine.com. to donate, visit
https://earthtalk.org. send questions to: ques-
tion@earthtalk.org.

cub corner
Date and time: thursday, January 9, 2020, 10:30–11:30 a.m.
Description: come to the cub corner story time for preschool
fun! ideal for little learners up to five years old to enjoy a flight-
themed story and hands-on craft activity. call ahead for groups
of 10 or more!
cost: Free with museum admission
ages: pre-school age children
location: college park aviation museum, 1985 corporal

Frank scott Drive, college park, mD 20740
contact: 301-864-6029; tty 301-699-2544

Unforgettable: a tribute to nat king cole
Date and time: Friday, January 10 & 17 and saturday, January
11 & 18, 2020, 8 p.m.; sunday, January 12 & 19, 2 p.m.
Description: Don Dillingham accompanied by the north metro
Jazz collective, joined on stage by special guest vocalists lynn
veronneau, Jacie lee, iva ambush & andre Enceneat.  
cost: general: $22.00, student: $18.00 ages 15–21
ages: recommended for ages 15 and up
location: gaithersburg arts Barn, 311 Kent square road,

gaithersburg, mD 20878 
contact: 301-258-6394 

keystone theater cabaret
Date and time: saturday, January 11, 2020, 7–9:30 p.m.
Description: Keystone theater and college park arts Exchange
will host a cabaret of student performances. Keystone theater is
a local theater group run by high school students for theater kids
in the area, with the aim of keeping members of the community
together.  
cost: Free
ages: all ages are welcome
location: old parish house, 4711 Knox road, college park,

mD 20741
contact: 301-927-3013 (leave message)

free Second Sundays
Date and time: sunday, January 12, 2020, 12–5 p.m.
Description: visit our museum for free every second sunday!
this is your starting place for exploring the people, places and
events that shaped maryland’s past. 
cost: Free
ages: all ages are welcome
location: the maryland historical society, 201 west monu-

ment st., Baltimore, maryland 21201-4674
contact: 410-685-3750

career kickstart: Workforce digital resources
Date and time: wednesday, January 15, 2020, 6 p.m.
Description: introduction to library digital materials for work-
force development for adult job seekers.
cost: Free
ages: adults
location: pgcmls, hillcrest heights Branch library

2398 iverson st., temple hills, mD 20748
contact: 301-630-4900

restorative Justice: impacts, challenges, and results
Date and time: thursday, January 16, 2020; reception at 6 p.m. 
program and panel Discussion at 7 p.m.
Description: moderated by nBc4 investigative reporter Jodie
Fleischer. restorative Justice is an alternative approach to respond-
ing to criminal wrongdoing. it addresses causes, harm done, and
responses to crime that heal—rather than harm—citizens and rela-
tionships that are necessary for safe communities. listen to our
panel of law enforcement, judicial, and social services experts as
they discuss restorative justice, what’s working and what isn’t. at-
tendees will also hear from someone who’s completed a restorative
justice program and the impact it’s had on her. panelists and speakers
for this informative discussion include:
• robert (roman) haferd, restorative Justice coordinator, of-

fice of the attorney general for the District of columbia
• Police chief Henry (Hank) Stawinski, Prince George’s

county, maryland
• zachary terwilliger, u.s. states attorney, Eastern District of

virginia
• lashonia thompson-El, co-chief of violence reduction, 

office of the attorney general for the District of columbia
cost: $10 registration fee includes museum entry, recep-

tion, and program. visit lawenforcementmuseum.org
ages: adults
location: national law Enforcement museum, 444 E st. nw,

washington, Dc 20001
contact: info@lawEnforcementmuseum.org, 202-737-3400

Xtreme teens: indoor field day
Date and time: Friday, January 17, 2020, 7–10 p.m.
Description: Boys against girls! are you ready for relay races,
obstacle courses, potatoes sack race, and tug a war?
cost: FrEE with m-ncppc youth iD
ages: 10–17
location: north Brentwood community center, 4012 webster

st., north Brentwood, mD 20722 
contact: 301-864-0756;tty 301-699-2544

Happenstance theater: JUXtaPoSe
Date and time: Friday, January 17 & saturday, January 18, 8
p.m., saturday, January 18 & sunday, January 19, 2020, 2 p.m.
Description: the happenstance theater quintet is developing a
theatrical collage inspired by the works of Joseph cornell. using
the manipulation of objects, puppetry, physical theatre, theatrical
clown, and vintage spectacle, we will conjure portals for the audi-
ence to engage their imaginations and build stories. a series of
highly visual vignettes will be woven together by a thematic thread
and consistent historical aesthetic. the piece will seek to unify the
audience by illustrating our common humanity and reminding
viewers of our universally shared condition, mortality. the hope is
that through this theatrical journey, audiences might feel buoyed
by the limitless possibilities of imagination. 
cost: $13.00, $7.00 seniors/students. online at 

www.joesmovement.org
ages: appropriate for families but not a “kids” show.
location: Joe’s movement Emporium, 3309 Bunker hill

road, mt. rainier, mD 20712
contact: 301-699-1819

calendar of Events
January 9–January 18, 2020

ikea, Walmart, mattel among companies
Setting a Good example on Plastics reduction

crEDit: zElEna aKciJ, FlicKrcc

the #BreakfreefromPlastic movement is one of many campaigns
designed to convince people to opt for healthier, greener alternatives
to plastic.

Earth
TALK™

Changing a Flat on the Side or Shoulder
Of a Busy Roadway is Always Fraught
With Danger, Including For Professionals
If possible, try to get the vehicle to the nearest safe place

washington (Dec. 27, 2019)—police
are still investigating whether a man struck
and killed by a tractor-trailer rig was chang-
ing a flat tire on his vehicle when he was
fatally struck. the crash occurred around
5:30 December 27 morning near the shady
grove road exit along northbound inter-
state 270 near gaithersburg, according to
the maryland state police. this fatal crash
underscores the fact that attempting to
change a flat on a busy roadside is dangerous
even for professional roadside assistance
crews.  at least five persons were struck
and killed and four other persons suffered
serious injuries when they were struck by
vehicles while attempting to change a flat
on maryland roadways in 2019.  in april, a
decorated u.s. army war hero was killed
while changing a flat tire on a virginia high-
way.

in november, a local tow truck driver
was struck and killed by a hit-and-run driver
on prince george’s county. with the flash-
ing yellow lights on his tow truck on, road-
side rescuer, David reinerio pineda alvarez,
was assisting a local aaa member stranded
on the shoulder of the road.  that fatal inci-
dent occurred shortly after 10:30 p.m.,
wednesday, nov. 7, 2019, according to the
maryland state police Forestville Barrack.
the hit-and-run driver is still on the loose.

stopping to change your tire is dangerous.
if your tire bursts while you’re driving,

keep a firm grip on the steering and slow
down gently, avoiding harsh braking. Keep
driving, slowly, and find a safe place to stop.
“an average of 515 pedestrians were struck
and killed by a motor vehicle on the interstate
each year from 1993 to 2012,” previous re-
search by the aaa Foundation for traffic
safety revealed. For example, upon their ar-
rival on the scene this morning, maryland
state troopers dispatched from the rockville
Barrack found “an unattended 2015 Ford Ex-
plorer elevated on a jack with extensive dam-
age to the left side of the vehicle on the right
shoulder of the highway.” Don’t change your
wheel on the hard shoulder of a roadway, or
at the side of a road, advises aaa.

“Don’t die trying to change a flat. turn
off or pull over well away from the traffic
and call for help,” said John B. townsend
ii, aaa mid-atlantic’s manager of public
and government affairs. “the washington
metro area has some of the busiest roadways
in the nation. so get off the road, if a flat
tire occurs. a busy highway is a dangerous
place, so try to find a rest area, weigh station,
or other area away from traffic.”

call your emergency roadside assistance
provider. Depending on the damage to your
tire, and the location of the vehicle, rescuers
dispatched by the aaa roadside assistance
switchboard will either install your spare,
re-inflate your tire, or tow your vehicle to a

safe location and replace the flat tire with a
spare.
• on sunday, June 30 2019, a Baltimore

man was killed in a hit-and-run crash
while changing a bus tire on northbound
interstate 295 near route 100 in anne
arundel county, according to the mary-
land state police.

• in august, four persons were struck by a
hit-and-run driver while standing outside
their vehicle while attempting to change
a flat tire. one person was killed in the
incident in southwest Baltimore.

• the commander of the 23rd Quartermas-
ter Brigade, was killed after helping a
stranded driver change a flat tire on a vir-
ginia highway on april 22, 2019.
“pedestrians on the interstate highway

system present a distinctive traffic safety
problem, and account for 10 percent of all
pedestrian fatalities each year in the united
states,” according to research by the aaa
Foundation for traffic safety. with each
passing year more and more new vehicles
roll off the assembly line without a spare
tire as standard equipment, creating an un-
necessary hassle and expense for drivers.
curiously, an estimated 20 percent (39 mil-
lion) of u.s. drivers do not know how to
change a flat tire.

“First of all, the side of any roadway is

By prEss oFFicEr
aaa mid-atlantic

See fLat tire Page a8
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DonatE autos, trucKs, rvs
lutheran mission society of mD.
compassion place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling tax deductible. mva li-
censed #w1044. 410-636-0123
www.compassionplace.org

let the multi-media specialists of
mDDc advertising network assist
you in growing your business and
increasing your customer base.  call
today at 410-212-0616 and start see-
ing results now. www.mddcpress.
com

place a business card ad in the re-
gional small Display 2x2/2x4 ad-
vertising network—let mDDc
help you grow your business! call
toDay at 410-212-0616 to in-
crease your customer base and get
results.

increase your presence by advertis-
ing on FacEBooK; twittEr
anD googlE-aDs; call our
multi-media specialists to experi-
ence the success of social media
advertising today; call 410-212-
0616 

increase your Frequency with your
advertising call one of mDDc’s
multi-media specialists to grow
your business.  call wanda at 410-
212-0616 or email wsmith@mdd-
cpress.com.

Bulk advertising at its best:  adver-
tise in over 70 newspapers and
reach millions of readers with onE
call.  Broaden your reach and get
results for pennies per reader.  call
wanda at 410-212-0616 or email
wsmith@mddcpress.com.

place your ad on Facebook; twitter;
linkedin and google ads words
through mDDc’s social media ad
network; call today to find out
maximize your presence on social
media; 410-212-0616; or email
wanda smith at wsmith@mddc
press.com 

airlinE mEchanic train-
ing—get Faa certification to fix
planes. Financial aid if qualified.
approved for military benefits. call
aviation institute of maintenance
866-823-6769

lung cancer? and age 60+? you
and your Family may Be Entitled
to significant cash award. call
844-591-5210 for information. no
risk. no money out of pocket.

Join other advertisers of the mDDc
small Display advertising network.
grow your revenue with a business
size ad in this network; let the
multi-media specialists help you in-
crease your customer base; call
toDay 410-212-0616—see your
results now

Delaware new move-in ready
homes! low taxes! close to
Beaches, gated, olympic pool.
homes from low $100’s, no hoa
Fees. Brochures available 1-866-
629-0770 or www.coolbranch.com

increase your customer base and
get great results by placing your
ads in the mDDc—classified ad-
vertising network! call today 410-
212-0616 ask for multi-media

specialist—wanda & watch your
results grow.

place a business card ad in the re-
gional small Display 2x2/2x4 ad-
vertising network—reach 3.6 mil-
lion readers with just one call, one
bill and one ad placement in 71
newspapers in maryland, Delaware
and Dc toDay! For just
$1450.00, get the reach, get the
results and for Just pennies on the
Dollars now...call 1-855-721-6332
x 6 or email wanda smith at
wsmith@mddcpress.com

savE loads of money with your ad-
vertising BuDgEts; connEct
with the multi-media specialists of
the mDDc advertising networks;
gEt Bulk advertising opportuni-
ties now; call toDay; with
one call; with one ad placement
& one Bill; you’ll reach the Entire
mid-atlantic region; call 410-212-
0616

BUSineSS oPPortUnitieS

BUSineSS SerViceS

edUcation/
career traininG

miSceLLaneoUS

reaL eState for SaLe

SerViceS—miSceLLaneoUS

COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

BaPtiSt

BaPtiSt

United metHodiSt

WeStPHaLia
United methodist church

“a cHUrcH on tHe reacH for God”

9363 D’arcy road
upper marlboro, mD 

two Worship Services:
8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:30

(301)735-9373 
fax: (301) 735-1844

rev. dr. timothy West,
Pastor

aLL are WeLcome

Web Site: 
www.westphaliaum.org

worD oF goD
community

church
“The Church Where Everybody is Somebody and

Jesus is Lord

4109 Edmonston road Bladensburg, mD 

(301) 864-3437

intercessory Prayer:Sundays - 8:30 a.m.

church School: - 9:15 a.m.

morning Worship celebration- 10:30 a.m.

Wed. night Bible Study - 7:45 p.m.

elder Willie W. duvall, Pastor

first Baptist church of
college Park

welcomes you where Jesus
christ is lord and King

stephen l. wright, sr., pastor

5018 lakeland road
college park, mD 20740

301-474-3995
www.fbc-cp.org

Sunday School 9:30a.m.
Sunday Worship 11a.m.

Holy Communion 1st Sunday
Wednesday Bible Study 7-8p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service 8p.m.
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‘a Bible Based, christ centered
& Spirit Led congregation’

6801 sheriff road landover, mD
20785 (301) 773-6655

sunday Biblical institute: 
9:30 a.m.

sunday worship: 
7:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

saturday worship: 
6:30 p.m

‘wonDErFul wEDnEsDays
with JEsus’: 

12 noon (the power hour) and 6:45 pm

“a time of Prayer, Praise,
Worship, & the Word”

dr. Henry P. davis iii, Pastor

www.fbhp.org

aUtomoBiLe donationS BUSineSS SerViceS medicaL LeGaL SerViceS SerViceS miSceLLaneoUS

CLASSIFIEDS

forest Heights 
Baptist church

we exist to strengthen your 
relationship with god.
6371 oxon hill road

oxon hill, maryland 20745
sunday school 

(adults & children) - 9:30 a.m.
worship service - 11:00 a.m.
wed. prayer service & Bible

study - 7:00 p.m.
office (301) 839-1166
Fax     (301) 839-1721

E-mail:  FhBc@verizon.net
pastor:  rev. waymond B. Duke

SUBSCRIBE!
to the

The Prince George’s Post!
$15 per year for 
home delivery

($7.50 for Seniors)

Call 301-627-0900

S. G. Spottswood
a.m.e. Zion church

419 hill road, landover, mD
20785 • 301-490-2625

Rev. Ranesa Mayo, Pastor
“we are training disciples to
experience victory in every

area of their lives” 

matthew 28:19–20

sunday school 9:00 a.m.
morning worship 10:00 a.m.

soulful thursdays 
Bible study 7:00 p.m.

Union
United methodist church

14418 old marlboro pike,
upper marlboro, mD

church (301) 627-7389

Sunday School: (children/adults) - 8:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.

rev. dr. kendrick d. Weaver, 
Pastor

www.uumchurch.com

an extremely dangerous place. if you insist upon changing a flat
tire yourself, put your safety first,” explained Bruce Jenkins, man-
ager, aaa mid-atlantic Emergency roadside assistance Fleet
Depot for springfield and richmond. “you should never begin the
process of changing a tire on the shoulder of a road if you feel that
you will not be safe doing so. if you think your car is too close to
oncoming traffic, then you should stop the process.”

“a busy roadside knows no mercy.avoid a tragedy while at-
tempting to change a flat. Don’t change your wheel on soft, loose
or uneven ground. Don’t work under your vehicle while it is raised
on a jack,” Jenkins continued. “Don’t change your wheel with pas-
sengers inside the vehicle. move everyone to a safe place that’s
well away from the vehicle and road. attaching the jack in the
wrong place can cause damage to your vehicle and could result in it
collapsing. Don’t use the jack anywhere other than at the correct
jacking points. of course, you will find these listed in your owner’s
manual or handbook.”

more than 853,000 motorists will call aaa for assistance at the
roadside the busy christmas/new year’s holiday travel season. Dead
batteries, flat tires and lockouts will be the leading reasons aaa
members will experience car trouble. here are some safety tips if
you encounter a flat tire.
• Get off the road as soon as it’s safe to do so. since some states

allow driving in the breakdown lane, you need to get entirely off
the roadway—including the breakdown lane. Even with a flat
tire, you can drive about 20 mph and still be able to keep your car
under control.

• You can drive several hundred yards before you irreparably
destroy the tire. it is a matter of physics. the tire acts as a
cushion, protecting the rim—so you can drive a lot farther before
your ruin the rim, though your tire may no longer be any good.

• it’s essential that you only change a flat tire when it’s safe to
do so. also, make sure you’re someplace where you feel safe
being outside your car and where you are not too close to heavy
traffic.

• as soon as you realize you have a flat tire, do not abruptly
brake or turn. slowly reduce speed and scan your surroundings
for a level, straight stretch of road with a wide shoulder. an empty
parking lot would be an ideal place.

• Be aware of your surroundings. no matter how many precau-
tions you take, or what signs you put out, there is always a danger
lurking out and about while attempting to change a flat on the
roadside.

• Signal SoS 24/7. if it’s not safe, then use your aaa roadside
assistance membership to get help.

• don’t even try it, it is too dangerous. three persons were killed
while changing a flat on the side of the shoulder of a busy road in
separate incidents across the washington metro area in the period
from December 2014 to July 2015. area roadways are too busy,
brimming with too many cars and trucks zooming by at any given
hour. For example, stretches of northbound interstate 270 witness
as many as 267,232 primary vehicle trips per day. Daily traffic
volume along i-495 in springfield averages 201,000 vehicles per
day, compared to 248,000 each day in north springfield. however,
daily traffic counts top 253,900 vehicles daily along i-495 at west
of i-95; 252,710 vehicles a day along the american legion Bridge,
236,000 vehicles each day at the woodrow wilson Bridge, and
266,555 vehicles a day on i-495 at glenarden.

chemistry students will have the opportunity to conduct research
with a faculty mentor through the summer undergraduate research
institute (suri) or the ronald E. mcnair scholars program. Fac-
ulty-led research in drug discovery, biochemistry, bio-analytical,
nucleotide and physical chemistry are currently underway, equipping
student researchers with the experience needed to excel in internships
with partnering agencies, such as the u.s. Food and Drug adminis-
tration and u.s. Department of agriculture.

the program will launch with a dream team faculty of tenured
professors holding doctorates in physical, medicinal, organic and
inorganic chemistries. Dr. Jacqueline smith, an award-winning
chemistry professor and researcher, is the program’s new coordinator.
students will be able to master scientific research techniques in a
state-of-the-art center for natural sciences, mathematics and nurs-
ing, which houses 23 research and instructional labs and five active
learning classrooms and labs, as well as a greenhouse. the labs are
equipped with the latest technologies, including a nuclear magnetic
resonance (nmr) spectrometer.

the timing of introducing the degree program couldn’t be better.
the Bureau of labor and statistics expects a 6-percent increase in
chemistry-related job openings through 2026. maryland is a hub
for life sciences with more than 2,500 life science companies and
biotech firms, creating plenty of opportunities for resources, research,
funding and careers. 

with the addition of the chemistry program, Bowie state will in-
crease the number of chemistry degrees earned in the state and
adding to the workforce.
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dents celebrating with alcohol could download lyft to their phones,
then enter wrap-provided codes (available at soberride.com) in
the app’s “promo” section to receive their no cost (up to $15) safe
transportation home while supplies lasted.

since partnering with lyft, wrap reports a nearly tripling of its
annual soberride® ridership (the charity also offers its free safe
ride service on st. patrick’s Day, cinco de mayo, July 4 and hal-
loween) with 4,549 total riders in 2019 versus 1,655 in 2016 (the
last year when the soberride® program was serviced by participat-
ing local taxicab companies).

“lyft is proud of the role ridesharing has played in reducing im-
paired driving across the nation. here in the Dc area, partnering
with the washington regional alcohol program allows us to take
our commitment to providing reliable, convenient, and responsible
transportation a step further, particularly during times of the year
when people are out celebrating and in need of a ride home,” said
mike heslin, lyft general manager.

the most recent new year’s ridership of 921 users is the fourth
highest for that holiday since soberride’s inception.

lyft provided soberride® trips last month throughout the wash-
ington-metropolitan area to local residents age 21 and older who
otherwise may have attempted to drive home after drinking.

soberride® was offered throughout lyft’s washington, D.c.
coverage area.

more information about wrap’s soberride® initiative can be
found at www.soberride.com.

Soberride from a3


